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FOREWORD 

Perched among the Himalayan ranges and surrounded by Ladakh, Jammu, Chamba 
and Kashmir, the Valley of Kishtawar, commonly spelled as Kishtawar, was known as 
Kashtavata during ancient times. According to a popular legend, this Valley emerged out 
of a lake like Kashmir. Both Kishtawar and Kashmir were peopled by various tribes, no- 
table being the Caspians who are designated by the common names of Khas, Kash. Cush. 
Kosh, Kish, Kas and Kush. Known to anthropologists as Kassites, these people are said 
to have founded the towns of Kash, Kashan. Kashgar, and after crossing the Hinu-Kush 
ranges, are the earliest settlers of Kashmir and Kishtawar. 

It is also true historically that the tiny kingdom of Kashtawar did exsist during 
ancient times and continued to exsist right up to the 19th century. Kalhana's Rajatarang- 
ini, which is the oldest historical chronicle in  India makes mention of the King of Kash- 
tavata among the hilly kingdoms surrounding Kashmir. We are informed that this tiny 
kingdom did play its role in the history of Kashmir and even became a centre of 
offensives against the mighty Mughals. Small wonder that the rulers of Kishtawar did 
provide refuge to kings like, Sultan Ynclub Shah of Kashmir and Sultan Shah Shujah of 
Afghanistan. 

Kishtawir did produce not only able rulers but also scholars, saints and soldiers. The 
region has given a remarkable evidence of communal harmony and understanding. Through 
out its history, the people of Kishtawar have maintained the traditions of secular think- 
ing and brotherhood. Unfortunrrtely, all its rich tradions and achievements have re- 
mained wrapped in  mystery. About its history and culture, a few sketchy works in  Hindi, 
Persian and Urdu are available. I n  view of the above, there was a great need to have a 
standard work on its history and culture. Conlpiling of such an authentic work in English 
was entrusted to Professor Hassnain, who is one of India's distinguished Historian. He 
has succeeded in presenting an authentic history of the region, for which he deserves our 
congratulations. 

The history of Kishtawar is a put of the history of our country and with the passage 
of time, further researches would be made about the past heritage of this region. How- 
ever, the services of Professor Hassnain, i n  preserving for posterity, the history and 
culture of Kishtawar, would be remembered with gratitude. 

Ghulam Hussain Arman. M.L.C. 



Dedicated to the Loving Memory q f  

Mohammad leg Singh Saif Ullah Khan 
(1 796-1821) 

me Lart Independent xuler of Kkhtawar 



PREFACE 

Kishtawar is officially spelt as Kishtawar but I prefer the pronunciation of the na- 
tives, who pronounce it sometimes as Kashtawar. I t  was in 1962 when 1 first read a 
Persian manuscript written by Pandit Shivji Dhar, preserved in the Research and Publi- 
cation Department, Srinagar. Despite the fact that it was concise and consisted of about 
50 pages only, I felt facinated about Kishtawar and its people. At that time, I wrote an 
introduction for this manuscript and got it published through the Department. 

It was in 1986 that Hon'ble Ghulam Hussain Arman, M.L.A. assigned the task of 
writing this book to me. Despite my engagements, 1 have compiled this work and I feel 
proud of having done this service to the natives of Kishtwar, for whome I have great af- 
fection. I hope they will love to read about their ancestors, w5o were great in many re- 
spects and had close relations with us, the Kashmiris. In fact both Kashmir and Kishta- 
war were peopled by the same race during pre-historic dzys. That accounts for the 
affinity between the two peoples. It was Kishtawar which provided refuge to our last 
independent ruler, Sultan Yaqub Shah Chak and it is for this reason that I dedicate this 
book to the loving memory of the last independent ruler of Kishtawar, Raja Mohammed 
Teg Singh Saif-ullah Khan Bahadur. 

I have consulted all available source material on the subject in English, Persian and 
Urdu, ~ o n ' b i e  Ammn Sahib took great pains in obtaining printed books for me and 
photostat copies of some files and documents. The niost important and original source 
material, written in 1864, was procured by him from the library of Dr. Ganda Singh. 
This manuscript has been used for the first time in this work. It appears to be compiled 
by some relative of the last Raja of Kishtawar and, as such, is trustworthy records of 
events that lead to the annexation of Kishtawar by Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu. There 
are some indications that this work may have been compiled at Lahore under the direc- 
tions of Jameel Singh, the eldest son of Raja Mohammed Teg Singh. 

My sincere thanks are due to the authors whose works were have been consulted by 
me. I have to make a special mention of one scholar from the region who procured some 
valuable material for me. He is Mr. Mohammed Ishaq, Publicity Secreatary Faridiya 
Bazam-i-Adab, Doda and I am thankful to him for his help. It is m y  misfortune that I 
could not visit the region about which I have compiled this work. It happened about my 
another work also - Gilgit, which I visualised from 20 paintings in the Srinagar Mu- 
seuni. For Kishtawar, I requested Mrs. Anni Kotroo of the Sun Travels, Srinagar to 
procure many photographs of Kishtawar for me, where she was leading a group of 



travellers. She very kindly has prepared the colour wansparencies, which are included in 
this book. I have to thank her for these photographs which she has permitted to repro- 
duce and which remain her copyright. 

I am happy that this work sees the light of the day and the reading public get to know 
Kishtawar, which was once a cradle of rich culture. History must repeat itself one day, 
when this region will gain become the focus of civilisatiun. 

F.M. Hassnain 



KASHMIR 





GENERAL 

INTRODUCTION 

S ince ancient times, the Valley of 
Kashmir has been a meeting ground 
of many cultures. The earliest refer- 

ences about Kashmir are contained in the 
Annals of the Hang-Shu, which date back 
to 220 B. C. After this, we find i t  mentioned 
in the Greek classics of Ptolemy, Dionys- 
ios, Hakataios, and Herodotos. In the 6th 
century, Kashmir and its rulers are men- 
tioned in the Annals of the Tang dynasty. 
We also find Kashmir and its people de- 
scribed in the Arabic works of Al-Masudi, 
Al-Qizwini, Al-Idrisi and Al-Beruni. In 
about 8000 B. C. the Valley was a big lake 
but after its drainage, i t  became a habitate 
for a dozen tribes, most prominent being 
Lhe Kash, which is also known as the 
Kassites. This tribe was of Semetic origin 
and had come from Mesopotamia. Wher- 
ever, this tribe went, it mademention of its 
origin by adding the name Kash. I t  is due to 
this reason that we find such place names 
as Kashir in Egypt, Kasan in Iran Kashgar 
in Central Asia and of course, the Hindu-- 
Kush mountains. The leader of this tribe 
was known as Kashyapa. The inhabitants 
of the valley call i t  Knsllir and themselves 
as K~rshur, which are Hebrew words. 

After the departure of Alexander the 
Great, many small Greek states grew up in 
the north- west of India. The kingdom of 

Demetrious included the Valley of Kashmir. 
Among the Greek rulers whose coins have 
been found in the valley are Menandrou, 
Azilises and Mause. It was Menandrou 
who got converted to Buddhism at the 
hands of the famous Buddhist monk, 
Nagasena, who was a Kashmiri. The Yuchi 
tribes of Kansu, China, known as the 
Kushanas, occupied the north-west of India 
in about the 2nd century B. C. Kashmir 
formed a part of the Kushan expire during 
the first century and Kanishka is reported 
to have convened the 4th Buddhist Council 
in the valley. It was during that period 
when Kashmir became the focus of Asia tic 
civilization and became an important stop 
on the renouned Silk Road. In that period 
the grandeur of a king was measured by 
the extent of his kingdom as well as his 
administrative qualities. In this regard, 
Kashmir did produce able administrators 
and great kings also. Our archaeological 
remains and monuments at Harwan, 
Awantipur, Mattan, Parihasapura, Kangan, 
Rajauri and Akhnoor are a testimony of 
their greatness. History can not forget the 
great names like, Lalitaditya, 
Awantivarman, Didda Rani, Shahabuddin, 
Zainulabidin, and Yousuf Shah Chak. It 
was Lalitaditya who stopped and reverted 
the movement of the Arabs from the west 
to east in the 8th century. He conquered 



not only some parts of Afghanistan and 
Tibet but brought under his sway the whole 
of north India. It was he who built the first 
capital of India at Parihasapurd because 
Delhi did not exist at that time. He has 
subjudgated Kanauj. It was Shahabuddin 
who conquered Kabul, Sind, Punjab, Kangra 
and some regions of the Hindu--Kush. In 
the same tradition, Zainulabidin defeated 
the Kashgarians and regained Ladakh to 
Kashmir and his nephew became the Nurim 
of his kingdom which extended from 
Sirhind to Peshawar. 

It was in the 16th century that the proc- 
ess of disintegration set in and the king- 
dom of Kashmir became an easy pray for 
the invadors. Since then the Kashmiris were 
conquered by the Mughals, the Afgans, the 
Sikhs and the Dogras. 

Location and Bourrdries 
The Valley of Kashmir lies between the 

Himalaya Range in the north and of the Pir 
Panjal range in the south. Comprehended 
between latitude. 33O. 55' to 34O. 50' and 
longitude, 74O. 30' to 7S0. 35' the valley lies 
in the north-west of India. The valley is 
about 116 miles long with width varying 
from 40 to 70 miles, the side valleys adding 
much ground to the cultivated area. The 
total area is about 6000 sq. miles. The moun- 
tain slopes, being covered with forest and 
pastures, the low and more or less flat part 
of the valley measures abou t 84 miles by 20 
to 25 miles, the area being about 2000 sq. 
miles or 1.2 million acres. The population 
density is about 325 per sq. mile. 

The probable age of Kashmir is reck- 
oned to be 100 million years; it is believed 
to have struggled under the Tettys sea for 
900 million years. The Valley of Kashmir 

itself is believed to have been lying under 
a vast lake, which got drained gradually 
through the Baramulla Khadanyar Gorge 
as the Himalayas grew higher and higher. 
"The Dal, the Mansbal, the Wullar and 
many other lakes are but the shrinking 
ramnants this great lake." The valley bed 
is covered, end to end, by Karewa deposits, 
representing sediments of these vast bod- 
ies of lakes water. Rain and rivers have cut 
up one continuous expense of Karewas into 
strips and isolated blocks and this process 
is going on even now. The ramnants now 
cover nearly half the area of the valley. 

Area arid Populatiori 
The valley can be measured in the two 

ways, Firstly, by reckoning it from summit 
to summit of the mountains that encircle 
the flat part of the valley. Taking, first the 
claim of mountains, we find that the length 
of the irregular oval, is 185 kms., while its 
width varies from 64 to 120 kms. The low 
and flat part of the valley itself is about 154 
kms. long and its width varies from 32 
kms. to 40 kms. The area of the valley is 15, 
853 kms. and the total population comes to 
31,34,909 according to 1981 census. 

Topogray lz y 
Kashmir has been described as a land of 

lakes, streams, turf, fruits, forests and 
mountains. Perfected securely anxng the 
snow-capped mountains at an average 
height of about 15000 feet above the sea, 
lies the green Valley of Kashmir. Range 
after range of mountains guard the valley. 
The general aspects of the valley is that of 
a basin surrounded on all sides by a ring of 
lofty mountains. Within i t  is an extensive 
track of alluvial soil watered by the river 
Jhelum and its numerous tributaries. These 
rivers and streams flow down from the 



moirl1t,llli5 'incl ,arcx ICCI L31 glCiclc I 5, snoiv 
'ind 1,1111 Tlie \rcillcy re.;ciiiblcs ,I gt'i~i set 111 

the, gc151\c>t ol Llw c\lc>r 1;15t1ng I I1nt,il,1v~ls 
Thc \\filcl gr,lndc'urol ~ t s  mou11t,i1n b,>rriers 
and  115 oivn lntrln\lc l o \ ~ c l ~ n c ~ s  m,1kc ~t an 
"c,n1c,r'1ld ~t In pc,lrl " 

I W O I I I J ~ I I ~ I I S  ( t ~ ~ ( f  l l i l l s  
.Jhcl mountain ranges c ~ i c l o s i ~ ~ g  the 

\';illey of K,~shrnir c10 not ,ippear monoto- 
nous. \'oriecl i l l  form ~ n d  colour, they arc 
sol~cauliful ,IS ,In ~ r t i s t  might picti~rc,in his 
clrc.,l~n ,111~1 ,i poet mighL in Iiis verse. 
I m p ~ r t ~ i ~ i t  pc>;lkr among them ;Ire: t1,lr- 
m u k l ~ ,  K;luns.lr, Kajin'ig, l l uk l i~~ i r ,  Cc]- 
\ \ , , i , ih~b,~rs ,~ri ,  Ijraribal, Afrotli, M~haclev, 
/\in,il.n,i~h, I'ir l',-liich,~l, l$,jnihal, Narbal, 
hlorg,inl, I<~ijcl,~nicngc~n, Zojibal, and 
N,llii>li,ln,1r. To thc north lics man!) claims 
ol ~noun~ , i i n s ,  brokcn inLo s ~ \ o \ v  ranges 
\2\r,ivcs h , l s t t ~ ~ i n g  in \\,ilcl LIP to the promi- 

nent peak of Yang,i I'arbat 26,620 fec,t To 
[heeast rises Harmu kli  16,903 leet thc 5tcJrn 
niounta~n which guards thr valley of river 
Sindli On the sout l~  15 Mnl1,~dc~v 17,1100 fr'ct 
~ ' h ~ c h  seems to look down on Sr~n,ignr 
The pc3aks of G I V ~ S I ~ I  Brnrl (17,800 feet) 
,ind Amamatli (17,32 1 feet) lw)k very be,~u- 
tllul In [lie sunsct On Ll~c soutl1-wc~~1 slnncl5 
t l i c  Plr Panjnl \v~th ~xaks ,  Kolisarnag ( l  2,800 
lect) Tratakot~ (15,5214 Tect) T-urtllcr north 
as the Toshama~dan (14,000 tcct) over whlch 
men pass to I'ooncli , ~ n d  In tllc north-west 
corner rlses the snowy Ka71 Nag (12,125 
tcvt) 

\ \~ithin llic m,i]cstlc mounLa~~is, there 
;Ire deprt.ss~ons wli~ch pc,puIarly c,\llcd rln- 
1011yr75 (passes) wli~ch pro\ ~ c l c ~  se\ler,il out -  
leL5 between lhe \lalley ,3nJ tlieacijace~it re- 
g10115 \ r a r~o i~5  enumerat~ons ol such pasbes 
I1,1\c been made b! d~lferent  autlior~ties 
Abul Fazl nientlons 26 and L'igne 20 but to 
an nctlI1e mountaineer, the number IS prnc- 
t~callv u n l ~ ~ i i ~ t c d  A l ~ s t  of those passes 
\vh~ch are inosl Lra\,ersed 15 gilrcn below 

G~~r~ais, l ~ i l ~ i i l ,  Skarcio 
Kisht war, Chc~mba 
Jammu,  Si,llkot 
B h i n ~ b ~ r ,  Rajoori, Cujrat 
klar11, \ \ ' ,~rd\\ ,~>~l, Surt1 

Drass, L,ld,~kli 
Poollch, Jllcl11111 
,. ,, ,, ,, 
hlurr i ,  r\hbc)t<lbaii, I'oonch 
K . ~ r n ~ a h ,  bluzzafar,~b~~d: 
Abbot,1b,1ci. 

Tlic emlnences throughout Kashmir, ex- 
cept those connected with thegreat enclos- 
ing range are few and ~nconsiderable. The 
Flar~ Parbat rises 250 feet above the Ka1 
Lake Not far from it, rises the T11kht-l-S11- 



laitnnn to the height of 1,038 feet from the 
same level. The hill of Ahak Teng (1,000 
feet) on the mouth of the Manasbal lake is 
remarkable owing to its isolated. Almost 
all the mountains are coated with green 
vegetation and dense forests and these 
forests are of great importance to the val- 
ley, because of the supply of timber, fuel 
and grass, the agricultural prosperity of 
the valley depends on these forests. In Ka- 
shmir, cultivatio~~ commences immediately 
right u p  to the fringe of the forests. A little 
lower down at an elevation of about 2133.600 
m. rice of the hardy and stunted growth is 
found and the shady plane trees appear. 
Lower still superior varieties of rice are 
grown. 

Margs or Motirltniri Do.roris 
During summer, the sheep and cattle 

are driven up  fro111 the valley to the margs 
or mounLain--downs. They are nu~i~erous  
on the tops of the range of hills immedi- 
ately below the Pir Panjal and also upon 
the slopes of those mountains whicl~ en- 
close the north-easlern side of the valley. 
The principal meadows among such rrrnl;ys 
are Culmarg, Khillanmarg, ancl Sonamarg. 

Where the mountains cease to be steep, 
there are flat like deposits all round the 
valley. These table-lands,  hicl cl^ are some 
sixty or ninety inetres in height, are called 
W11dar.s or Kar~.ivn/ls. Leaving the K n m o a s ,  
one drops down lo the terraces of alluvial 
soil which slopes gently towards the river 
Jlielum. The main valley, is thus, diviclecl 
naturally into two parts, viz., the Knrcwns 
or table-lands and the alluvium of [he river 
J l~elum.  

The Knrcioas constitute nearly one half 
of the total area of the valley, forming an,  
object in Kashmir scenery. The clay con- 

sisting for the most part of a brown sand. 
Chemical analysis show variation in nitro- 
gen content from 0.644 to 0.00132 and KO 
from 0.06 to 0.08. They are separated from 
each other by ravines of about 30.480 to 
91.440 m. in depth. The Knrewns and their 
dividing ravines occupy a width varying 
from 12.8 to 25.6 kms. along the south- 
western side of the valley for a lenglh 
about 80 kms from near Shupian to Bn- 
ramulla. Beyond Sopore again the norlh- 
western end of the valley is mostly Knrc~on 
table land. 

The Karcwn soil is poor in organic matter 
and nitrogen content and they have little 
moisture retaining capacity. The Knrcwas 
are of two kinds; firstly, those which 011 

their summits make a table-land totally 
flat. Secondly, those which slope up con- 
tinuously towards the mountains. The tablc- 
land which lies between the river Jhelum 
and the circle of the mountains to the north 
and east is almost entirely a flat topped 
Knrcwa. Itis known asPampurabou[45.720 
m. above lhe level of Jhelu~n and its allu- 
vial plaill. AS far as the slopping K n n ~ u n s  
are co~?cernecl they occur along the south- 
west side of the valley. By Sl1~1pia11 there is 
a large tract of ground slopping to the 
north-east and this may perhaps be called 
a slopping Knr-c~ion. More accurately per- 
haps i t  might be called an alluvial tract a 
very large scale. 

Alllrvinl Plniil 
After the Knrc,icn one drops down to the 

alluvial soil which slopes gently towards 
river Jhelum. I t  is by the banks ot this river, 
which flows through the length of the val- 
ley that the flat plain lies extencling fro111 
Anantnag for more than 80 kms. With a 
width varying from 3-2 or 4.8 lo 24 k~ns .  
The surface of this alluvial plain has been 



formcd by deposition of sc,tlimen~ on IIic 
\va ter over flowing tlie L3ci11k~ flooc1 Linie. 
Tlic plain is nc)rlli-\vrst 1 6  knis. to 19.2 
kms. below Anantling bul iibout Sri~i,~g'ir  
ancl beyond iL is \viclc. 111 this 1;jst p,irL gre'1L 
pol-lions of llic pl'iin ,ire a ni,ir>li cc)\,c~r~~cl 
\viLli \vntcr in spring 'i1ic1 summer J I I L ~  Icxlt 
clry in winter. 7'11~1s t l ~ c )  pl,iin \zrliicli c,\.- 

tends <ilong tlie not-111-cast sicle Llic) val- 
ley for '1 great part ot ils IcngLh is parlly 
Inncl alicl partly \v,1Lc,r, but \vhcrt' llic sur- 
fncc is \vatcry the land is not far bcnc,itli. 

Lidder vi111cy 
ThC firs1 ~1p1,incl \talle\ to tlie c;l.;t of 

Jlielum is the l>i~ldc,r anci i t  giircs p a s ~ i ~ e  
10 a rilrcr '11 tlic' s'imc Lime,. I t  c~tcncls  in ;I 
northerly dircc\ion 1ron1 A~iantn,ig 10 

I ' ,~li~ilg~im dncl inclucles Ihc l- 'rrr~~~~rrils  ot 
Dacliinpor,l ,ind Khaurpol-a. / \ L  I';lli;ll~,~111, 
thc \,,illc)y cli\lidc.s itsclt i~ i t o  I\lvo clc'iilcs 
\irliicli strcLcli obliclucly, onc to\vard? tlic 
norlli-izrest 10 bc rcachcd by <I foot-p;ltli 

lollo\vi~ig tlie coursc ol Ihc, I .iciclcr~va l 

slrcam, thc otlicr Io\vc1rcls the ~iorlh-cnsl, 
Ic,;lding up to tlic Slicslinag ,i~ici llic. c,ivc of 
Am'irnatli. At its lowcr end, Lht. \,,illey is 3 
10 4 niilcs widc bul at iLs upper cnd only a 
fc\v l i~~l idrc~d y,lrds. I t  is ~ O L I I I ~ L ~  O I I  1~oLIi 
siclcs by rnc>u~il,iitis rvliicli arc1 i11crt5,isingIy 
lelty ,i~nd co\,crcd \ v i ~ I i  clc~nsc~ lore-sts. 
C'ulliv,itio~i cioes ~ i o t  cslcnd he!'olicl about 
n mile north of P~iIi,ilg,im. l'l~c~rcl is a rc),icl 
along tlie \rnlley \\~liich lc)lle)\vs Lhc ICCL 
bank of ~ h c  ri\,cr as T,ir ;lr; I',ilialgam and 
then takes tlie eastcrn defile to\v,ircls thc 
Shcshnag a~icl Amarn,ith. This path is 
prac~ic~ible for po~iics  nil is yc,irlj. ~ r a \ . ~ r x ~ c l  
by r n l ~ l t i ~ ~ ~ d c s o l ' l  linclu liilgrini>.Thcri\jclr 
I.iclclc~r is ied \ \ ~ i ~ l i  .c;Lrc~;lms irom Kol,ili,ii 
a~icl Slic>shn,ig. T ~ \ \ , ~ i r c l s  Kol,ili,ii is 'I sm,ill 
\f,illcy co\.crcci \vith gr~is.; \vlicrc ~ l , i i l e~s  
arcs usc~l  by graziers. The slc.cp sides t ) i  the, 
\.,illry sho\\rnardccl icC,ictioli \ \ ' i l l i  sc\,eral 
\~nlcri;llls Lill tlit. Kol,ih,~i clacier (17,779 
fccl). 



Siirrl Valley 
The Silid Valley is the luost beautiful 

laleral Valley of Kashmir. I t  owes its name 
to the river Sind Lar which is iecl by tlie 
glaciers and streams. I t  extends I'rom Can- 
derbal to the Zojjila pass, covering ,) clis- 
tance of 58 miles. This vnlley is the best 
exampleof the grandeurotmoul~tain scen- 
ery of Kaslin~ir. Sc~nalnarg is the most beau- 
tiful undulating grassy ~ ~ ~ e a d o w  near llic 
Tajtvas glacier, which is a famous touris1 
spot. 

To llie \vest alluvium is spreacl wiclen- 
ing to the point wliere tlie river Sincl joins 
tlie river Jhelum at Shadipur. This beauti- 
ful valley is gunreled by the I-Iarmukh 
range. On either side of the valley are loily 
mounLains whose tops are usually coverd 
with snow. The valley abounds in large 
forests of pine and the tracts down belo\v 
are lined with walnut, chestnut ; ~ n d  many 
other kiucls of trees. Among the lakes, 
Vishalisar, Krisliansar and Gangabal C I I ~ I  

famous t o ~ ~ r i s t  spots. 

Lolab Valley 
This fertile oval shaped valley is situ- 

ated in the north-east side of Kashmir. 11 1s 
about 15 miles long and 3 miles wide. IL is 
traversed by a consideraljle slream callecl 
Lal~wal, which flows clown froin Llic 5ur- 
rounding hills. The valley is lhickly cov- 
ered with clense forest of dcoclar. There 
extensive pasture lal~dsin tlie valley ul~der  
the hills and along the side of the spurs, 
where a large nuli~ber of cattle are grazecl. 
Besides this, fruit like apple, cherry, peach 
and walnut is abundant. 

Rizrers 
Nature has provided the Jammu ancl 

Kashmir State wi t11 ample water resources, 

in tlie fdnn of its rivers Indu, Jhelum, Chinab 
and Ravi, in its lakes, springs and sno\vfields 
and glaciers. Floocls do not cause any serious 
calamity, within the State, apart from minor 
inundation, bank erosions and some 
meanders. These are all tackled ~vitll slnall 
remedial measures. Solne of the worst and 
notable floods were lhese of 1841, 1844, 
l65C), and 1865. The level of water rose 95% 
feet to 300 feet above the normal level. 
Tlwse were caused by the damming of 
rivers, clue lo landslips caused by an 
earthrluake, glaciers blocking the \,illlcy 
and thesubsiq~~en t burslingoi [lie b;lrric-.rs. 

Jlrrlrrrn River 
The principal river of Kashmir is the 

Jl)clum ~vhich florvs in the middle of the 
v,~lley. Locally known as the Vcllr i t  has its 
source at tlie Veri~iagSpringsiLu;~Lcd n t [lie 
tool of the Pir Panchal mountains. At Kha- 
n,ibal, i t  is joined by the upper tributaries 
Sanclran, Hringe and Arapatli. I'roni 
Kl~;lnabcil the river is navigable. In its course 
i t  is joined by Lidder, Arapal on Lhc rjgl~t 
and Vishau and Rambiara and Romeshio~l 
the lefl. At Srinagar, i t  flanks the Dal Lakc 
and  before i t  enters into the Wular Lake a1 

Uangari, i t  is joined by Sind (LW) (311 Llie 
r igh~.  There are other tributaries in lhis 
region but these fall in lakes a ~ i ~ l  ~ l l i ~ r s l l e ~  
\vllich clomina te in [his river stretch Ilacl~i- 
g'Im falls i n k  Dal I.ake,ancl Erin ancl blacl- 
11~1rnati in10 the Wular L.ake oil Lhc right. 
Ilooclganga, Su kl~nag, Ferozepore and 
Ningli streams pass through a series of 
swamps and ~llrrrlljnls into the Wular lake. 
From Khanabal to Bangari, the river covers 
80 miles and from its outfall at Sopore l13 a 
little distance below Baramulla a distance 
of iibout 10 miles the slope is very f l ~ l  

ranging from Yfo 'l feet per mile. Tlic l'ohru 
river joins the river at Doabgali and  
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Kh,lncIsny;lr, [lie rivclr, rnttm into Lllcl r,ipi~l.; 
and tllc S I O ~ C  is al30~1t 40 feet pc3r ~i i i lcx ,  

dropping from 12.1 ,.SO00 ,it Kadn y'lr 10 JLXNI l 

R.1,. 2000 at Domel. Enroulc Ihc ri\,cr is 
nwt by Runiyar, Na11ila and other small 
iiallas. I:rom Verinag to Domel thC clis- 
tance is 185 miles. From Domc~l to ~ l i c  
plains, [lie clist,incc is 120 miles. In this 
reach ils [ r i b ~ ~ t n r v  \vitliin the slcitt. is \he 
I'c>oncli river. 

The rivcr Krishenganga, \vI~icll i5 lo- 
cally kno\vn as Neelam joins llic ri\fcr 
Jliclum hclow [lie town of Muzzi~far,~b,id. 
The. Kislicwgangii rises in tht) high hills of 
Til,lil ancl drains the norllier~i slopes of 
K,isllmir. I t  rushcs llirougli the, (;orgt>s of 
Gurcz to S l~~i rd , l ,  ,incl its joinc.cl b\, K,irn,lli 

-ri\rc,r '11 K,lrn,lI~. Thtl Hvdc.1 po\vcr ,~nti 
irrig,llion potc~iti~il of 11iis river is enormous 
but none h , ~ s  bccn clc\~rloped so far. Very 
rich cleodar forests lie in [lie region anti 
these arc floated doivn tlie river in the form 
of logs. The gradient of tlie river is very 
steep ancl therefore, no iiavig,~tioii facili- 
Lies lia\le been yro\~idccl su far. As in other 
back\vorcl pockets of the Stale, llie people 
I ia~ ,c  on llicir o \v~i  buili sni'lll irrig,~tic)n 
kuhls and w,itrr nlills in the b'isin. The 
pastures circ cxccllcnt. The floods cla~nage 
tlie bridges but beyond that esccpt Tor 
minor bank crcxions, no  clisasters are caused 
ivitliin [IieState. M~~zzai,irabacl is silu,~tecl 
on ils left bank, '1 couple ot  miles up- 
stre,)m of Domel. 



Tlie Jlielum is navigable from Islaniabacl 
to Bramulla, a clistance of about 60 miles 
various kincls of wooden boats are  usecl in 
Kashmir for lake ancl river transport but 
these boats have no  dales. Tlie river is 
spanned by m,iny bridges, in its coursc 
through tlie valley. 

Miricrnl LUtwltlr 
The Valley of Kashmir is very rich in its 

miner;ll we,ll t l i .  The following are  rnincral 
occuranccs known from various parts of 
tlie Kashmir Valley: 

l .  A n i :  Exposures of a tu lf, 
co~nposed  of minute piirlicles OF 
volcanic glass at Kliunamuli, Zewnn 
P a n s a p ~ ~ r a  and  Maraliam,~. 

Clnip: Clays ~vliich are certain earthy 
rocks consisting chiefly of liyclrous 
aluminium silicates are of mtiny types. 
Clays suitable for manuhc tu re  of ce- 
ment  occur in Wuyan, nncl Kliun- 
niuh ;\lid Anantnag. Si~cl i  clays are 
reported from Pampur  also. All lliese 
belong lo the Knr~7~1n form,ition. 

3 Colnlt: Cobalt is an  impor ta~i t  alloy- 
ing nietal. After iron, i t  1s the most 
niagnctic of metals, and iron-cobalt 
alloys, are  therefore, usccl for m'ik- 
ing magnetic sleels which Ii;ivc great 
lifting power, ancl permanent mag- 
nets. Occurancesof cobalt isreportcd 
from Buliiyar and Baraniulln, in as- 
sociation with lead, copper, and 
nickle. 

4. Cop11c.r: Copper  is tlie most importali t 
non-ferrous metal after iron and i l  

Iias the widest application in indus- 
try. Copper mineralisation in the form 
of clialcopyrite, borite, cliacoci te, mal- 

achite and  azurite is reporled from 
many localities in Sincl11 Valley, 
Kangan, Canderbal being inlportant, 
Slianiulial near Aisl imuqa~n in An- 
antnag district and  Lasl~teel area of 
Bnran~ulla District. 

5. Diatniiinctlolrs~~ni~tl~: Diatomi te isesen- 
tially composed of fossil remains of 
microscopic aquatic plants known as 
d i a ~ o m s .  Pura diatonijte is white 
chalklike in appearance, fridble and 
porous and  i l  is used '3s a filtering 
agent. The KIII.CZUO in Balaparllii area 
of Gulmarg region liavc some dis- 
tomaceous earth bul s o  far no  work- 
able deposil has been locatecl. 

6. Gnlciin: Galena is tlie chief ore min- 
eral of lead which is quite soft and 
very heavy. The deposits are locatecl 
at Sliumulial in Anantnag district and 
Buniyar, Paran Kutrian-I-lapatlihai, 
Lasliteel in Baramullc3 district. Tlie 
deposits near Buniyar are associated 
witli zinc and  copper and  contain a 
little silver also. 

7. Gloss stlnrf: I-luge deposits of very 
good quality quartzite suitable for 
manul,icture of glass arc present in 
Licldcr Valley of Anantnag clistrict. 

8. Grapliilr: Grapliile finds important 
use in tlie manufaclure of crucibles 
ancl otlicr refractory articles. Amor- 
phous graphite occur associaled witli 
gypsum in parts of Uri Tehsil 
(Kliaclanyar-lslalnabacl Dlianni 
Saiyd'in area). 

9. G!j/~slii~~: Fertilizer and cenient 'ire 
Lwo important industries in which 
gypsum finds side usage. Very good 



quality massive gypsln is founcl bc- 
tween Ijara and Islamabnd over 24 
km. long lracl in Uri Tt~lisil; i t  is also 
known from Islamabad-Dhiinni Sari- 
yidan area. In these areas, i t  occurs 
invariably in association with graph- 
i te. 

0. Li(ynilc I t  is generally woody or  com- 
posed of finely divided plant tissuesyl 
ancl represents tlie intermediate stage 
in tlie alternation of woocl inlo coal 
I t  isextensively used in the m,inulac- 
lure of producer gas. I t  finds large 
use as briquettes also. Lignite sems 
10 have been noted in Raithan 
Nicliahom area, Cliokibal area, and 
Slialiganga river and Vislinu river. 

l I .  Liiirc*.stoirc7: Limestone is c.xtcnsi\~cly 
uscd in the m,inufacl~~rc oi c'cmciil 
ancl in tlie Cormation of limc. I-luge 
deposits of high grade limcslone suit- 
able for themanufactureof port-lane1 
cement occur at Achabal, Ananlnag, 
I3awan, Verinag, Naupur, Doru, 
Diunpau, Aishmuqani areas in An- 
anlniig district ancl Banclipora, Ajas, 
Deru, Manasbal, Sonamarg, Zozila 
,ireas in U,~riimulla dislrict. 

12. OcIri.c-: Ochre is '1 group ot ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ~ r ' i l  
pigments and occur chietly in yel- 
low, recl, grccn and brown shades. 
Ochres occur as isolalccl surtace LIP- 
posits at Nurkliawh, Ralasar a n ~ l  
Jhuggi areas of Uri Tehsil. 

13. f-'lrosp/roritc': I'l~ospliatic nodules (incl 
I'hospliorite of very poor quality are 
known from yarls of Hanclwar, Kop- 
war areas OS 13ar,~mulla district. 

14. Silz)cr: Melallic silver is used princi- 
pally in or~ianients, coinage and sil- 
verware. Tlie leticl of Daramulla dis- 
trict are reported to contain a fdir 
amount of silver also. 

15. Slntc: Slate is grey to dark metanior- 
pliic argillaceous rock used for roof- 
ing purposes, making school slates 
etc. Good quality slate is available 
from Mar Patlira area near Gulmarg. 

Fnuira 
In tlie lap of tlie Himalayas, perched se- 

curely among the snowcappeel mountains 
at an average height of about 1500 metre 
above the sea, lies the green fertile Valley 
of Kashmir. Range after range of moun- 
tains piarc1 tlie valley and the south bound- 
ary has the rocky barriers. The moutain 
snows feecl the rivers and the streams which 
pass in their course, through pools of tlic 
purest cobalt. I t  abuncls  in mountain tarns, 
lovely lakes, and swampy lagoons. I t  is 
also rich in springs. Tlie valley is drained 
by tlie J l~e lum river ancl its various tribu- 
taries. On the south and west there are 
grancl forests of pines and firs. When the 
great dark forests cease, the brighter wood- 
lands begin. The green smoo111 turf of the 
woodlancl gl,~cles is like '1 well kept la\vn, 
dottecl ivitli clumps of beautiful trees and 
bushes. Bcyouncl the woodland glacles, 
cultivation conilnences ancl extends u p  to 
tlie fringe according to altitude. Higher u p  
tlie valley, tlie useful birch trees appear 
and then come grasses and glaciers, [lie 
country of tlie sliepards. Until the end of 
May and sometimes by tlie beginning of 
October there isa continuous ringofsnows 
around tli~s valley, turns this valley 
into ,I paradise. Naturally the feathered 
worlcl within i t  alsogets into itsown deco- 



ration. Behind such a splended background, 
the valley becomes a dreamland of nalu- 
ralists. Moreover, the migratory birds fur- 
ther enrich its birdlife during spring and 
autumn due to its central position in Asia 
and also being a doorway in between Pal- 
earctic and Oriental Zoo-geographical re- 
gions in Northern India. 

M ~ ~ n r i i n l s  
The following are the important mm-n- 

malian fauna of the valley: 

1. Among the larger carnivora, the Ti- 
ger, the Leopard and the snow Leopard 
are important. The last mentioned anin~al 
is rare and only a stray visitor from higher 
a1 titudes of the Himalayas. 

2. The Leopard Cat, the Jungle Ca t are of 
common occurrence in the valley. 

3. The Brown Bear and the Himalayan 
Black Bear are found at high altitudes. In 
later part of the summer or early autumn 
these come down to the valleys and cause 
damage to the crops. 

4. The principal species of vaverridaie 
found in the region are the Toddy Cat and 
the Himalayan Palm Civet. 

5. The small Indian Mongoose is com- 
mon and useful in riding a house of Ver- 
mins. 

Many kind of game birds are found in 
Kashmir. The black chikor, grey and snow 
species of fiartridge are found in many 
parts of the valley. Waterfowl of every 
species are very common in the winter 
season. They come from Central Asia. 
Thousand of sea swallows, ducks and geese 
congregate in the Wullar, Anchar, I-loksar 

and other lakes. Numerous herons may be 
found at their fishing points of everywhere. 
The bulbul a nightingale of Kashmir, is a 
distinct specie. 

Kashmir was famous for big as well as 
small game in the pre-independence era. 
But during post-independence (here was a 
largescale destruction of wild life through- 
out the State. This has greatly depleted the 
wild life resources. Due to changed socio- 
economic condition, there have been large 
scale encroachments on forest lands. From 
sanctuaries and game reserves, large chunks 
of areas have contributed to the destruc- 
tion of wild life. This has adversely ef- 
fected the economy of the people as a large 
section of the tourist trade depended on 
wild life and ancillary services. The sup- 
ply of fur and raw skins has also been 
reduced, hitting a number of fur-dealers 
and taxidermists. The following birds and 
animals are fast becoming rare due to 
peaching and indiscriminate killing: 

BIRDS 

1. Chikar partridge 
2. Red jungle fowl 
3. Chakor 

ANIMALS 

1. Cheetal 
2. Markhar 
3. T11e Kashmir stag 
4. Musk deer 
5. Leopard 
6. Snow leopard 
7. Brown bear 

The Kashmir stag also known as the 
Hungul has become scarce. This deer spe- 
cies is not found elsewhere in the world 
and has now been put on the list of threat- 
ened species. The main reasons for this 



situation are the disapperance of habitat 
conditions and peaching. 

T11e Jammu and Kashmir Came Preser- 
vation Act 1942 is, nodoubt in force but the 
precious wild life of this beautiful valley 
can not be protected by law alone. In order 
to preserve the varigated wild life, sanctu- 
aries and zoos have to be set up. At presen t 
there are only two sanctuaries in the entire 
valley at Dachigam and Desu. A Botanical 
Garden has been laid at Chashma-i-Shahi 
near Srinagar but a well-developed zoo 
has hitherto remained a cherished dream 
of the lovers of the wild life. The govern- 
ment, the people of Kashmir too have to 
play their part. 

The amphibians under family Ranidaie 
are generally smooth skinned frogs found 
in the day-time either in water or near the 
water sources. 

Boulenger is the rough skinned small 
toad and is broadly distributed in Europe, 
North Africa, Western and Central Asia, 
Mongolia and Tibet. They are even found 
at a higher altitude in the Himalaya. Toads 
are nocternal (preferring darkness) in habit 
and live away from water sources. 

Fislles 
The fish fauna of Kashmir Valley has an 

explicit Zoo-geographical importance, be- 
cause most of i t  shows Central Asiatic ele- 
ments. The Valley of Kashmir has been 
often referred to as an angler's paradise, 
with a network of rivers and streams as 
well as high altitude lakesall abounding in 
trout-both brown and rainbow. Trout fish- 
ing in Kashmir is far, far cheaper than i t  is 
any other part of the world. The most 
important sourcesof fish are the spring fed 
and snow fed river.Jhelum and its tributar- 

ies. Then there are the Wular, the Dal and 
the Manasbal Lakes, which abound in fish. 

Among the fishes, the most important 
one which attracts the attention of anglers 
and tourists alike is the common trout. The 
fish grows to a good size and is considered 
a delicacy for the table. It isone of the intro- 
duced fishes. The other fish is Girard, which 
is an important larvicidal fish. The other 
fishes of commercial importance are col- 
lectively and commonly known as the In- 
dian trouts and yield delicious flesh. 

The common Mahaseer and Meclell are 
found in good numbers and as reckoned as 
species of immense food value. 

Cyprinus cnryiozmr conzrn~rnis Linnaeus 
and Cyprinus Cnrpio vnr. Spectrlaris liron- 
naeus have also been introduced in Ka- 
shmir Lakes, where they thrive well and 
have proved productive from commercial 
point of view. 

Apart from these there are a few kinds 
of loaches which have little, commercial 
value but to a certain dsgree form the poor 
man's food in the State. Kashmir's fabled 
natural beauty needs no introduction. Criss- 
crossing the state are the wellknown Sind 
and Lidder rivers, along with their tribu- 
taries and a silvery network of smaller 
rivers and streams. The geographical vari- 
ation along the course of each river is 
immense, affording endless possibilities 
for the angler. The local fish are abundant 
in the waters of Kashmir and are known by 
the names of: 

Charri Gad, Sattnr Gad, Kront Gad, Pekri 
Gnd, Chash Gnd, Harj, Ralrlash Gad, Un- 
your, Tet Gad, Das, Ail Gad. 



All the above local fish are caught in 
their seasons throughout the entire course 
of the river Jhelum. I11 the month of June, 
Mahasc~~r or the Pairin1 Gmi is caught be- 
tween Srinagar and Baramull'>. A small 
fish known as G u r ~ ~ n  inhabits in streams, 
marshes and morasses. The Snttnr Gnll and 
the Cl~nn-i Gnd are taken in nets from the 
Wular , ~ n d  the Dal Lake. The fish from the 
river are better than from the lakes. The 
Kashmiris d o  not eat Nax Grlrl or lhe fish 
from springs and ponds attac11c.d to tcmples, 
shrines and mosques. 

The following table shows the fish caught 
in Kashmir, along with species from 1968 
to 1975. 

(F i~urt , .~  i n  (Qlls.) 
Ycwr Trtrwt M i r r o r  Coun ln l  TolaI 

corb fish 

Flora nrrd Forests 
Kashmir is pre-eminently the country 

of foresls which among other things are 
the mainstay of its economy. The valley is 
rich in iorest wealth and 59% of its total 
area is under forests. Not only from the 
econoniic point of view but for the mainte- 
nance of natural balance which is of para- 
mount importa~ice in ij hilly country like 
Kashmir forests play a vital role. 111 a~ ld i -  
tion to providing timber and minor iorcsl 
produck, they help to regu In te water sup- 
ply in the cnlcl~~iic~its ,  protccl the hill sides 

and enhance the astheticsof the country as 
n whole. The total geographical area of the 
valley is about 15120.42sq. kms. and out of 
it, [he forest area comprises about 8343.67 
sq. kms. or about 58%. The Srinagar dis- 
trict has the lowest forest area as compared 
to other dislricts. 1t is for this reason that a 
city forest scheme has been introcluced to 
plant more trees on both sides of the roads 
as tvell as vacant lands. The forest of 
Kashmir are classified under two hands, 
7)i:; commercial and uncommercial. Those 
forests which are sui table for economicex- 
ploitntion are known as conin~ercial for- 
ests, whereas, uncomniercial forests are 
those which are not yet exploited owing to 
their inaccessibility or forests whose pro- 
duce is unsaleable presently or forests which 
are maintninecl as proteclion belts. About 
37% of area under forests is commercial 
ancl 63%, uncommcrcial. 

There has been no-dejure change in lhe 
forest area of the State during the last sixty 
years but there has been dofilcto reduction 
in the area since 1947. A huge fraction of 
Jammu nncl Kasl~niir forests is under the 
occupatii>n of Pakistan. Besides big areas, 
cletails whereof are not known have bcen 
brought under plough under the sliicld o l  
"C;rvw more Foocl" camp,3ign. 

Clrlssificntion 
From the point of vicw of composition, 

the forests arc clistinguishable D ~ ~ o l f ~ r ,  Knil, 
Fir, C l ~ l r  ancl mixed bro;~ded leavecl Zoncs 
in the region. 

('1) Dcod.lr l 1 2 . 0  -1. k ~ n s  

1797.31 ( h )  K.lil 

2979.94 ( C )  Fir 

(d)  C l ~ i r  1M1.10 

(L,) l3ro.ld I r , ~ v c ~ l  1019.29 



The Deodar is very durable and is used 
for making poles, fence posts, boats and in 
joinery and cabinet making. I t  is also used 
as railway sleepers. The deodar wood is 
used in house and bridge construction. 

The Kail pines are fairly durable and are 
used in general house construction, in 
making beams, scants, planks, doors, 
windows, props boats Oars, in general car- 
pentry, lead pencils, casks tea boxes. Its 
wood is used as railway sleepers and in 
making wood pulp. 

The Fir is liable to shrink when sea- 
soned. I t  is fairly durable and easy to split. 
I t  is used in interior ylanking, rough furni- 
ture, packing cases and in making wood 
pulp. 

The Valley of Kashmir has a rich flora 
and presents a picture of an almost con- 
stant verdure. Thebrief description of eacl~ 
vegetation type is given as under: 

l .  Sub-tropicnl decidlrnlrs : This is char- 
acterised by a large number of trees, mostly 
deciduous, which extends from the lowest 
altitude to about 1,500 metres. This type 
occurs in Uri Tehsil of Baramulla District. 

The easiest classification of the flora of 
Kashmir will be found in grouping them 
under their several economic uses and prop 
erties as detailed below : 

Aromatic Plnirts 
Pedicularis brevifolia (Kasture), Morina 

longifollia (Kliandij) and Jurinea macro- 
cephola (Cogal-dhupp) are used as an in- 
cense. 

The most important of the aromatic plants 
is Kuth (Saussurea Lappa) which is more 
abundant on the mountains of the north- 
ern end of the valley. I t  has four varieties. 
zii:, (1) Kot (2) Drankhar 13) Poshkar (4) 
Kor. The root of Kot known as cholrikot is 
usecl both as an incense and medicine. The 
flowers of bed intlshk (snlix cayrtm) yield an 
its or essences which is much used in per- 
fumery. The roots of eognl-dlllcp and Khan- 
dij are esteemed as an incense. 

Coir riiin~rrts 
Carraway seeds of Zirnh-i-sizinh is an im- 

portant condiment that grows in the for- 
ests. The seeds of mor-mujh (Dauc~is-cnrnhl) 
are used as an adulterant for the real carra- 
way seeds. It is used for the preparation of 
tood decicasies. 

2. Tc*i~ipi~rntlrrt~ ZOIIL ' :  It isby far the ~liosl 
Drrigs 

extensive vegetation zone in the State and 
H a ~ n p  or bhang (cnirnnbis indicn) grows 

occurs between 1,500 and 3,000 metres a1- 
in great profusion along the banks of the 

titude. I t  extends over the enlire Kashmir 
Jhelum and the Vishau. The narcotic made 

Valley. 
from the hemp plant is called chnrns. The 

3. A l l ~ ~ t ,  ZOHL. : This zone is characterised drug known as qnrri-bhanx or clruru chnrlrs 

by tlie high level birch, rhococlendron, extracted from the female plant grown in 

willow, etc. and a multitude of flowering the south of the valley is said to be qnnlra. 
Arteririsin or tctu~nrr is a common plant and '~nnuals which lend a characteristic scenic 

grandeur to the ~neadows of Kashmir. This from its leaves is distilled a drug known as 
ibsr~ntrn. zone range From 3,400 metres ancl above 



Fibre - Yielding Plant  
The valley is very rich in fibre-yielding 

plants of which the Kashmiris make full 
use. The following indigenous plants yield 
fibre for ropes and other purposes: 

Iris cnsata 
Cannabis Sativa 
Abutilon aviccrinac 
Rush 
Typha sp. 
Bctula utilis 
Carox sp. 
Ulmus Wallochiana 
Cletis a ustiralis 
Indigofcra hctcrantha 
Cotor~castcr sp. 
Parrotia Jacqucmontiaria 
Salix sp. 

Krislium 
Bharign 
Ycchkar 
Varidil 
Pits. 
Zurza 
Fikal 
Bren 

Brimij 
Kats 
Lu n 
P011 
Vir. 

Foddcrs 
The effect of climate of Kashmir on vege- 

tation is wonderful. The nature has been 
very beautiful in supplying fodder for cattle 
and sheep. Among the trees used for fod- 
der mention must be made of Vir, willow, 
Dun, Lun hawthorn ring, phres or poplars. 
The swamps also produce some valuable 
fodder plants. The most important of such 
plants is the nari, a kind of reed, which is 
either eaten green or is stored away for the 
winter. The Khur a round leafed swamp 
plant is much valued as fodder for cows. 
Apart from these fodder trees and plants 
Kashmir is rich in grasses. The best grasses 
are the herelr, (clover and metil. The 1ar.i 
grass is also a valuable fodder for horses 
and the Kabba grass is very common and 
much prized as a fodder. Among other 
grasses should be mentioned hama which 
is said to be the most fattening food for 
horses. 

Medicinal Plants 
The forests, meadows and gardens of 

Kashmir are full of herbs and medicinal 
plants. The local doctors and hakiirts use 
many herbs and plants for treatment of 
diseases. Even the elderly persons know 
the medicinal value of herbs. The root of 
the red iris or Sosan is bruised, mixed with 
honey and administered in cases of amen- 
orrhoea. I t  is also called by the name of 
Mazar-mund, because it usually is grown in 
grave-yards. Gowzabnn or Macrotomia 
Benthami is boiled and administered to 
those who suffer from chest ailsment and 
bad cold. It is mixed with the leaves and 
flowers of Bunafshn Viola Sarpens. Klltl~ or 
Ancklandia grows abundantly on the moun- 
tains of Kashmir. The root of this plant is 
used for preparation of many medicines. 
I n  Kashmir, this plant is used as an aypli- 
cation to ulcers, a hair-wash, a remedy in 
cholera and an effective preservative of 
clot11 and woollens against the ravages of 
moth and other insects. 

Tctllwarr or Artmisia is expectorant and 
its powdered leaf is used to eradicate worms 
fro111 intestines. In every Kashmiri lsband 
or Peganum Harmala is burned in fire- 
pots as incense to avert evil eye. It is also 
employed in rhematism and colds. Saffron 
is also used in tea to give strength to ailing 
persons. Saffron as well as Move1 (Ceosia) 
is used for colouring of meat preparation 
and food. Shnlarr or Fumaria Officinalis is 
used internally as a syrup for eradication 
of skin diseases and purification of blood. 
In the same way many flowers are also 
used for various ailments. 

Forest Trees 
Kashmir is rich in forests which abound 

in a great variety of trees. Almost all the 
mountains are coated with dense forests. 



!%me ol thc trees with their Kashmiri names 
are mentioned hereafter. 

Of trees, tlie Dwdar or Hinia1,iyan Cecinr 
merits the first notice. Then corncs Kr l i ro  or 
the Blue pine. Tlie Hi~nalayijn spruce is 
known as Kachil in Kasl~mir. B~rtllcro is tllc 
Kashn~iri name for Abies Webbiann or the 
Himalayan Silver Fir. The t l r i l r ~ i i  or Ccltih 
Austr,ilis is a species of neltle trce \vliich 
abounds in cemeteries. The forests of KO- 
shmir are full of Birch, Maple, Hazel, LVilcl 
Oak, Beech, Fir and Pine. 

The Suroo or the Cypress is very com- 
mon inYorcsts as well as gardens. 

The blue pine and fir are the mosl promi- 
nent among the co~~i ferous  specic.~. The) lii- 

generally occurs atlove an allilude oi 2,500 
m.  and may \x. seen u p  to 3,100 mtr. \vl~icli 
is practic,~lly the Lrctx-limit in Kashmir. The 
bluc pine chips arc used as lights and 
torches by ille villagers. Tlie Dvodar is 
more or less absent on [lie northern slopes 
or the l'ir I'anjal facing the valley b i~t ,  
elsc\vhere, i t  iorms ex tcwsive fore5ls, par- 
~iculnrly in tlie l_olab Vallcy. The Dcodar i.; 
usu'illy seen in [he altituiie of 7,000 In 
12,000 feet above the sea level. The spruce 
ancl blue-pine may in some places occur 
a l ~ ) ~ i g  with tlie Deodar but in Kashmir Ilie 
spruce does not attain nluch proniinencc, 
and is found only in patches. The silver fir 
gro\trs to a great size, rcacl~ing l50 iect in 
IcngIli and 16 feet in girth. 

Tnrscrr l ake  



Among the broad-leaved trees of Ka- 
s h n ~ i r  mention must be made of Maple, 
Beech, Brimij, hazel, liawtliorn, bird-cherry, 
elm and birch. Tlie birch or Blrojjlnlr ancl 
alder, approach the limit of perpetual 
congelation. The birch is more hardy than 
the alder. The graceful birch grows at high 
altitudes. They are found in the Valleys of 
Krishen Ganga and Guraiz. 

The birch or Bhojyatra is easily cletaclicci 
without injury to tlie trees, and was largely 
used in old time by the people for s p r ~ ~ ~ d -  
ing over the roofs of liouses, and seyaralc~ci 
into thin sheets or leaves as paper for pack- 
ing goods in. Tlie ash furnishes a strong 
useful timber much prized by agricultur- 
ists for implements more especially the 
handles of ploughs. Boat~nent esteem the 
wood for paddles. T l ~ e  poplar (pliras) at- 
tains great length and luxuria~ice. There 
are twospecies of poplar found in Kashmir 
and the Kabuli poplar is very beautitul 
with white bark and silvery leaves. Two 
species of willow grows in the valley, viz . ,  
Mirshkn uir and tlota uir. The twigs are used 
in baskets making, as well as datun for 
teeth cleaning. The walnut grows in most 
sheltered places i t  which attains great s i x .  
Its timber is in great demand for furniture, 
plouglis and spinning wheels. Walnut oil 
is extensively used for culinary purposes 
and its sliells are used for fuel. Anlong 
Rhododendrons, the tree Tliodoclendroii 
of the lower elevation. R .  Arlx~rr-~r~rr and its 
usual oak associate do not occur in the 
valley but at higher altitude, on the 
mountains, R.  C a n l p  nulntulrr and the aro- 
matic shrubby, R. Lcidot~rlir and R .  or!- 
thoi~opon are frecluently secn. A familiar 
planted tree is the chinar which like llic 
walnut, beloligs to the valley. As a shade 
tree the chinnr is unrivalled. I t  is '1 beauli- 

ful tree, which gives shade from the sun 
ancl protection froni the rain. In ~11e au- 
lunui its leaves become red like fox. Tlie 
local Kaslimiri name of the chinar is Boi~r. I t  
is evident that i t  is a Kashmiri species. The 
following table provides information about 
the exporl of lin~ber from tlie Jammu and 
Kashmir State: 

Export  of Timber ( 1 1 1  Lnkh ft.) 

Year Tin1b1.r Tinrher Titnbrr 'Total 
S~ipplied S~ip/~l i t~rl  Slrppli~d 

toPri-  t o R l y .  10 
va l c DC\)!/. D.  G .  S .  D 

A X C I I C ~ C S  

Tiii~ber aird Firewood 
Timber and firewood are tlie major for- 

est products of the valley. Deodar, Kail, Fir 
and Chir are the principal timbers while 
Hatab, Zangloo, Mulberry, Conifir and 
Willow are the main fuel woods. Arno~lg 
the minor forest products menlioned Inay 
be of G~rchi, Kath~r, Banafshn. Assuniiiig 
that the output of major forest products is 
proportional to the area under forests in 
each district of Kashmir province, broad 
estimateof ou tput of these products for the 
ycnr 1966 is as follows: 

Fircwood 574390 qtls. 

Forest in acldition to yielding major prcxl- 
ucls in tlie shape of limber gives us (Minor 



Foresl products) of medicinal importance such as Bara Singha (Kashmiri Stag) Musk 
such as Atrrope, Bellodona, l'adhyll~im, deer, Snow L.eopard, the Brown Rear, 
Hexandrum, Aconites (A. Kashmiriana, Markhor, etc., attracts tourists and sports- 
Inula Royaline, Jurinea, Microphila ( I s -  men from all over the world. 
cally known as Dhoop) Valria~na, I-Iyos- 
CullIOU SaussLIrealappa (the ~ , ~ ~ O L I S  Kuth) Forests in ad Jition to provi Jing revenue 
Prethream (Ohrysanthemum Cillearaiio- and employment earns foreign exchange 
lium) Discoriam Deltoiclae (Kints). The also wllicll isof immense importallce to 
drugs form an important asset both from country as a whole. 
the point of view of subscribing to the 
revenue as well as meeting the require- Wcatlrer 
men ts of nledicinal world. Minor forest fllunderstoms are frequent durillg sum- 
produce such as resin, catchew and gum is mer mont]ls (March-October). They are 
being produced. most severe during April to July or August 

with at least seven days ~hunder  storms in 
Ilizyortnrrce of Forests each of the months. A few of the tl~under- 

111 their extent, distribution and poten- storlns Inay be acconlpanied with hail, 
tia1 the forests of Janlmu and Kashmir Con- part icularly in March and April, The pe- 
stitute of the biggest industry and being SO, riocj November to February is relatively 
they are the mainstay of the econonly of free from thunder. Fog is common in De- 
the State. In view of their importance they celnber to March, Thick radiation fog lllay 
have been described as the Green Cold of occur in winter lllonths in the wake of 
the State. An all time record has beell western disturbances. During nights, 111ois- 
touched in 1969-70 when the revenue rose t,,re is carried down illto the which 
to Rs. 5.20 crore. are therefore fog covered in the night and 

early morning. The air is occasionally close 
The forest industry roughly absorbs50 ancl oppressive, for a day or two, before 

thousand families all over the State in vari- the isolation a t  high altitudes is 
ous operations for eight nlonths of the illtense due to rarified and transpare~~t at- 
Year. Provision of employ merit is one of mosphere, soil and rocks absorb radiation, 
the greatest advantage afforded by the and heat up rapidly with the result that the 
Forest Department. This provisioll of em- telnpri\tllre in open are considerably higher 
ployment helps in the rotation of forest those in shacle, specially in summer. 
capitalbecauseafterallmoreI~b~u~~l~~~~~ Mountail-\ slopes turned away from the 
more timber and in turn more 11loney. On sun Illay be collsiderably cooler con~pared 
an average 160 lakh mandays enl~loymellt to those exposed to the sun. In the sanle 
is provided annually by works conneclccl way, east-facing slopes experience warm 
with forest and forestry. mornings and cold evenings, while re- 

verse is the case on west-facing slopes. 
The Valley of Kashmir offers great at- Variations in temperature from place to 

tractions to sportslnen, and for its sizct place are, therefore, considerable depend- 
possesses a large and varied animal killg- illg upon elevation and exposure to the 
clom. Some of the rare species of wild litc 



sun. Immediately after the sunset, ground 
begins to cool rapidly owing to outgoing 
radiation through the rarified atmosphere. 
Cold air drains down the mountain slopes 
into the valleys below. Where i t  may ran-rail~ 
stagnant during night. All these factors 
cause considerable variation in tempera- 
ture to the particularly in the valleys. De- 
cember and January are considered the 
coldest months in Kashmir, when the aver- 
age morning temperature is below freez- 
ing point. The temperature starts rising in 
February till June and July, which is the 
warmes month. The Srinagar District is the 
warmest portion of the region. Here at an 
elevation of abou t 1.5 km., the mean maxi- 
mum temperature in the warmest month 
of July touches 31" c while at a slightly 
higher station, Quazi-Gund, though situ- 
ated to the south of the valley, the temyera- 
ture is lower by 3" c. In winter also the 
mean maxinlum at  Srinag3r is higher by 
3" c than that at Quazi G L I I I ~ .  Fall in tem- 
perature is conspicuous after September 
December to February is the coldest part of 
the year when the minimum temperatures 
on the mean are below the freezing point 
and the mean daily temperature is less 
than 5" c. At elevation above 3 km., even 
the maximum temperatures do not rise 
above O"c in these months. During the pc- 
riod, June to September, the influence of 
the monsoon air is noticeable in that both 
the maximum and minimum temperatures 
remain substantially steady, particularly 
during July and August. During the colcl 
season, cold waves in the rear of western 
disturbances cause the temperatures to fall 
appreciably, whe'n minimum ten~peraturc 
as low as --20" c may be registered. Fosl is 
common during December to February 

METEOROLOGICAL DATA 

The data made available by the Mete- 
orological Department shows that the 
average maximum and minimum tempera- 
ture during the decade (1951-60 stood at 
19.1°c (66.4F) and 7.60° (45.7"F) respec- 
tively. Srinagar had its highest maximum 
temperaturein July, 1953 at37.8c(100.0°F) 
and the lowest in January, 1954 at -12.2"~ 
(.lO.WF). 

The next table shows the monthly tem- 
perature in centigrade degrees fcr the year 
1960. 

TABLE 

Moilth Mcat~  Mean Highest Loruest 
Max. Min.  Max. Min.  
tenrp. Temp. Temp. Temp. 

January 5.1 -3.5 9.9 -9.4 

April 17.5 6.8 23.8 0.9 

May 24.5 11.1 29.7 6.0 

August 00.4 18.8 33.9 15.8 

Octobcr 23.4 4.3 28.2 0.2 

Novcmbrr 14.8 0.4 19.3 -3.6 

Dcccmbcr 8.5 1.4 14.2 -5.7 

Hlr~rzirlity 
IHurnidity of the atmosphere is more 

favourable lo vegetations than animal life. 



Humidity is high in the morning throughout 
the year. Maximum occurring during 
December to February, when i t  is of the 
order of 90 per cent. During May and June, 
humidity is lowest in the afternoon, being 
40-45 per cent. Ascending air in the 
afternoons carries moisture upwards and 
often results in the afternoon humidity at 
high elevations. Since scientists consider 
the dryness of air in Kashmir to the 
brightness of soil, which quickly absorbs 
rain or snow. 

Clouds 
Skies are more than 5/8th covered with 

clouds from December to April. Clouding 
is least in June and October, when it is less 
than 3 ojta, clouding occurs mostly in the 
afternoon. Moisture carried upwards by 
the exdenting currents, results in the cloud- 
formation in the afternoon. Katabatic winds 
carry moisture downwards and the clouds 

extra-tropical 34' N latitudinal belt, the 
region enjoys extra tropical mountain cli- 
mate, tempered with moderate monsoon 
conditions. In consequence of the high 
elevation of Kashmir the winter season is 
extremely rigorous and cold. On the whole, 
the spring and the autumn are pleasant. 

The chief features of the climate are : (a) 
severe winter, (b) considerable winter pre- 
cipi tation, and (c) moderate summer rains. 
Severe winter conditions arise partly due, 
to the above mentioned geographical fea- 
tures and partly due to the influence of the 
western disturbances affecting the valley 
in this season. Winter precipitation occurs 
in association with the passage of these 
disturbances. These distubances are low 
pressure systems which approach the area 
from the west. The approach of distur- 
bance is attended with a fall in the ahnos- 
phere pressure and a rise in temperature. 

tend to disappear at high elevations dur- incursion of moisture over the region re- 
ing night offering a clear view of the sults in increased clouding. High clouds 
mountain peaks, under favourable condi- appear first, followed by medium and low 
tions in the nearly morning. 

Wirzds 
The air of Kashmir is remarkable for its 

stillness. Winds are mostly light to moder- 
ate with some strengthening in January- 
April. Winds increase in strength during 
July and August also. In the wake of west- 
ern disturbances, however, strong cold 
winds blow. 

CHIEF FEATURES OF CLIMATE 

The climate of Kashmir varies accord- 
ing to aspect and elevation. Owing to this 
orientation, the climate is rigorous on the 
top of the mountains, while it is temperate 
in the valley. The region is not cut off from 
the influence of the monsoon. Lying in the 

cioids, and even thunderstorm clouds may 
develop. Afterwards rain and snow fol- 
lows and thundershowers occur. With the 
passage of the distubances to the east, 
weather begins to clear. On an average, 
four to five disturbances per month affect 
the region during winter. 

The monsoon rains occur as a result of 
penetration into this region of the mon- 
soon current through the trenched valleys. 
This occur. either in association with 
storms/depressions which, formating in 
the Bay of Bengal, approach and affect this 
region from the south or south-east during 
their passage across north India, or as a 
result of the shift of the axis of the monsoon 
though of low pressure to the north of its 
norinal position. The normal position of 





months from 9th of Poll (2151 I3ecember) 10 

10th of Phagan (1st March). This period is 
dividecl into Lhree parts, one extcncling [v 

40 days from 21st December lo end oi 
January ancl known as Cl~iln Kslmr and tlie 
second for 20 days from 1st lehruary tc) 
20th February called Chiln Klrrrrrl. The tl~ircl 
period is limited to 10 days only aucl is 
popularly known Chiln Bnchn. I t  is not 
necessary that the snow-falls shoulcl take 
place during this period alone, but the 
heaviest fall in temperature is i~~varinbly 
recorded in the month of January. 

The people of Kashmir do not gener ,~ l l~  
welcome 1114 acivent of winter, as i t  par,lly- 
ses all economic activity and imposes 'In 
unbearable strain on the already meagrc- 
financial resourcesof the peoplc.Tlle fielcls 

remain covered under snow for 2 to 3 
n ~ o ~ i t l ~ s  conlinuously ancl mobility Lwcomcs 
cliificult, i f  not impossible. Many people, 
botl~ from rural and urban areas, move 
clown to the plains to find allernative em- 
ployment for the winter months. Tl~ose 
who cannot migrate divert their savings, i f  
any or raise loans to provide tl~emselves 
and their dependants with warm clothings 
and beddings, wood, cl~arcoal and Kan- 
gris, etc., so as to stand the rigours of tlie 
ivintcr. During severe winters, river Jhelum 
, I I I ~  Dal Lake freeze, causing great distress 
to the people whose chic1 l~igl~way is thus 
closed to traffic. A greater calamity taccd 
by the people is the occurence of Kntl~knslrr~ 
or fi.ost, which seems to freeze even the 
damp 111oisture of the air. 



HISTORY 

ut of all the regions in the Sub-Con- 
'nent of India and Pakistan, the Valley 0 of Kashmir excels in the compilation 

a continuous series of historical works from 
ancient times to the present day. The Ka- 
shmiris have made notable con tribution in 
the field of historiography. In this regard 
the names of Ratnakara, Bilhana, Kalhana, 
Suka, Srivara, Jonaraja, Mulla Ahmad, 
Mulla Nadri, Mohsin Fani, Narayan Koul, 
Mohammed Azam Dedmari, Birbal Kachru 
and Pir Hassan Shah readily came to ones 
heaven. 

SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THE 
HISTORY OF KASHMIR 

The history of Kashmir social, political 
or spiritual, has not attracted the attention 
of the historians of India or Pakistan. The 
source material is vast and diverse but 
access to i t  is difficult. This material is 
scattered in various countries of the world. 
The other difficulty is that of language, for 
we have references about Kashmir in Greek, 
Chinese, Tibetan, Turki, Persian, Sanskrit, 
Arabic, Urdu, French, Russian, German, 
and English. The information is both official 
as well as private. Then there are the 
accounts of the travellers and geographers 
who have written about Kashmir and its 
people. We have also accounts of Kashmir 

by someof its rulers, ministers and officers. 
For the modern period, we have source 
material in the shape of records, accounts, 
newspapers, histories and travel books. It 
is difficult to classify the source material 
because i t  is so vast that it may be termed 
as legion. However, we may categorise the 
same as under: 

1. Archival material--created and pre- 
served by the Government. 

2. Private Archives--Semi-Government. 

3. Published Archives. 

4. Unpublished documents, manu- 
scripts and accounts. 

5. Contemporary sources. 

Sanskrit Soiirces 
1. Rajatarangini by Kalhana is one of 

the best historical work ever compiled any- 
where in the world. The work was com- 
pleted in 1149-50 A.D. It is written in verse 
which is nosmall achievement. The monu- 
mental work is a political history of Ka- 
shmir from earliest times to 1149-50 A.D. 
The account after seventh century A.D. is 
quite authentic. Besides, being a political 
work, it contains valuable information about 
the social, economic and cultural life of the 
people of Kashmir. The work has been 
translated intoPersian, Hindi and English. 



The Rajatarangini consists ot eight btn3ks book was named as Zaln-Iorar~pnr indicat- 
(Chaplers) of L I I I ~ C ~ L I ; ~ ~  size, wrillen in S'III- 111g thereby [hat i t  was written ,\t the In- 
skrit in ne,irly 8,000 verses of rarc Iltcrnry slnncc of Sultan Znin-111-Abidin. 
merit. Tlic tcxt may roughly bc. iilr\~ld~d 
into lhree sections: jonaraja was another Kasllmir~ chroni- 

clclr who did not Iel tlie eternal currenl of 

1. ~~~k~ 1-111, based on tr;ljitlvn5, K<~lbana's Rajatarallgini (River of Kings) 
die I-le compiled the work during the 

2. ~~~k~ IV-VI, dealing with Knr-  reign of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. He brought 

akota and Utpala dynasties KalIjaljn down the historical narration from 1149 to 

has use of  the work 1459 A . D .  HIS work is infenor: to that of 
c~lronlclers were cc)nlcmpor,lr- Kdl~ana ' s  and is pure polit~cal narration. 
ies or near colltel,lpornrlcs of ~ 1 , ~  He ~ n ~ r y  particular about chronology. 
eve~i l s  they described I-lis topographical references are very 

usetul 

3. For Books VII-VIII, dea l~ng  ~ 1 1 t h  the 
3. Jaina-Rajntarangini by Srivara is a 

two Loharn dynasties, lie made use 
historical work of great importance His 

o l  personal knowledge and eyewi t- 
description of tlie various section of the 

ness accounts, the latter often per- 
people 1s very graphic and true to life. 

haps received at second or third 11,inci 

He maintained the continuity by re- 
2 Dwllya-lia~atarangl1ll o f  J o n ~ l r ~ l l ~  1s co rd~ng  the events from 1459 to 1486 A.D. 

an account of lhe rulers from lhc L~me ol ."lle r,,ork political as well as cul- 
Jaysillghup to tl leregimeof Bacl~'lnl' tural ~nformation, about Kaslim~r. 



4. Mlorks of Prajya Bhatta and Suka 
are the 111ost important sources of informn- 
lion on the history of Kashmir. T h o ~ ~ g h  
these works have some shortcon~ings, yet[ 
these porlray political and soicnl evcnts in 
a fair way. 

5. Prajya Bhatta's chronicle deals ~ v i t l ~  
history of tiven ty-seven years. The wet-k is 
not available but, fortunately, Suka Ilns 
given a brief summary of llle cvc~nls 
recorclcd by Prajya l3hatla. Suk,l's \vork is 
silent about certain major evcnls. 14)r 
insl ,~nc~,  he c1cx.s no1 menlion ho\v K,i~Ii~nir 
kl l  to Mirza klaicler ill 1540 A.D. Thc ,111lhor 
horvever, takes not of Babur's viclory nL 
l'c~nipal and first Muglial attack on Kashmir. 

6. I'ersian Source With the ndvenl 01' 
Islam, Sanskrit language recei\led n set 
back and  Persiiln wliich was the mother- 
l o~ lgue  of most of the new rulers, becanlet 
the official language. Resides such IlisLo- 
ries as \ilcrc wrillen by casual visilo~.s lilw 
AlL3eruni, many others \yere compiled l)!, 
local \vriters and  invmigrants \v110 perm,l- 
nently setlled in Kashmir. Tliesc include 
Waqaye Kaslllnir of Mulla Ali~nncl nncl lhc 
I-listories wrilten by Mulla Nadir, Q'lzi 
I-lnmid, MuIla11 Hussain Qari, Flnssn~l I;'lg11 
etc. Nocopy of any or theseetcc~pl \Yciqnyn 
Knshnlir is nom1 nvailablc.. Iluring ;l~lcl ;I!'- 
Icr se\~enIecnth cenlury, n n~~mberol-I i is to-  
rics \\,ere ~zlritlen by many ycoplc. impor- 
L,lnL ,imong lhese are: 

1.  (CVnqiil-i-Kashmir) by A1Icim,l 
Allmecl lhe poet Iaurenteof Sul tan %ail>-u I- 
Abiclin of Kasllmir fro111 Mulln Mohmud, 
nn Afghan inli,lbitnnl of Pindori \ ~ i l l n ) ; c ~  in 
I<n~valpincli Dislricl now in Weskrn  I',iki- 
slnn. I t  is a Lranslatic>n of a liislory wrilLc11 
in Sanskrit ~l i l~l ie ly IZalnaknr I'urnnn. 11 
conlnins an accoulll of Lliirly-li\~c king5 

who  rulecl over Kashn~ir  five tl~ous,ind 
years ago and  also of seven kings who 
ruled fro111 the end of the second to the be- 
ginning of lhe six111 century. T l~ese  ac- 
counts were losl to history. D ~ ~ r i n g  [he 
Lime of Avantivarn~an (855-83) ~.l) .-l ' ; ln- 
clil Riltnnkar wrotea political hislory oi ll\c 
Stale covering the regimes of all the I<iljns 
~ v h o  ruled Kashmir fro111 Kuljug epoch to 
[lie midcllc of n i n ~ l i  century. No  copy of 
lhis book is now available but some 01: llle 
stories citecl b y  Piindil Ratnnknr hnvc been 
lrn~lslalecl by Mulln Allmad 'lncl repro- 
cluced in this book Waqia-i-Knsllmir ivril- 
ten cluring theregilneol' Undshnh or  S ~ ~ l t n n  
Zain-ul-Abiclin. 

2.  7'~r.iklr-i-Knshrrrir of Rais-~~l-Mulk, 
Mnlik Hniclcr Chndura wlio ncconlpnniccl 
Knshmir's I n s t  ruler Yousuf Sl~iili Cll,lk in 
cxilc. He became a granclec of Llii. M11glli11 
empire. The hislory is ~vri l ten in L\vo parls, 
L I ~ L ,  I'irsl dciils \,vilIi Lllc c-cmIcnl]>or,iry ~111- 
c m  ol' Kllur-,ls,l11 'ind T I I ~ , I I I .  This 1lisLo1.y oi 
K,lshmir goes u p  to /\.I 1 .  1030 = /\.l]. 1021 
or in olher words up to the 12Lh yc,ir of  
Jahangir's reign. 

3. M1irrlc7khnb-1/1 'I'ni(!flrikl~ by I't. Nnr- 
nynn Kaul Ajiz. I t  was wriltcn by Lllc nu- 

Lhor on Lhe initinlive oi Arir Kll,ln, A4i/lugIil~l 
Co\rernor of Knshnlir I'rom 1710 to 171 1 .  
Aril' Khiln Il,>d colleclcd n i l ~ ~ r n b ~ . ~ .  of 
rn,~nuscripts dcnling ivitll Lhc, c,irlicr his- 
lory of Kashmir ,ind hc. offered t l l c s ~ l l  to 
"Ajiz" tor coorclinnti~>g nncl for \\:rili~l!: n 
new history. Ajiz compareci these IlisLoric~s 
will) the hislory of Malik Childurn and 
[hereby lhe book has lost nlucll of ils v,llue. 

-I. 7ilr.ikll-i-Knslrr~rir. by Nnrain Kaul 'Aziz' 
is , ~ n o l l ~ c r  Ilistory ol' importance. I t  \\!as 
composecl in A.1-I. 1122 or A.1). 1720. 



5. Baharisfan-i-Shah;: The book had been 
written in 1614 and is one of the most au- 
thentic history of Kashmir but unluckily 
its author is not yet known. I t  is one of the 
excellent books on the early history of 
Kashmir especially the Chak period. 

Balzarislnn-i-Shahi : is another sourcc of 
Kashmir's history during the Mughal pe- 
riod. The work by an annonymous hand 
and comes down to A.H. 1023 (A.D. 1614). 
I t  begins without any introduction, but is 
very important for both the Mughal and 
the pre-Mughal period of Kashmir history. 

6 .  Waki'af-i-Kashmir is another source 
of Kashmir history for the aforesaid period 
by Khwaja Muhammad 'Azam Didamarri.' 
The work was begun in A.H. 11 48 (A.D. 
1735) and completed in A.H. 1160 (A.13. 
1747), and dedicated to the Emperor 
Mul!ammad Shah. The chief object of the 
compiler was to supply especially 
biographical notes and extracts from the 
writings of principal ~ h a i k h s  and 'Ulemas 
and poets of Kashmir, which were entirely 
wanting in works pre-viously written on 
Kashmir, and being more or less translations 
from the old Hindu work, Rajatarangini.' 

earlier history, its religious places, and 
describes local fairs and TestivaIs.The book 
is treate as the foundation for a history of 
Akbar's region. Its chronology is more 
accurate and 'detailed than that of rival 
books by Nizam-ud-din and Badayuni and 
i t  brings the history on to a later date than 
they do. 

9. Tarikh-i-Rnshidi by Mirza Haider 
Doughlat. This work although a special 
history of Jatah ancl Kashgher, is also a 
brief account of Kashmir. During 111e last 
stage of the work, the author was in Kashmir. 

Mirza Haider came to Kashmir when 
Shah Miri ruler, Fateh Shah, was the Sultan 
of Kashmir. Mirza Haider tried to make 
the State a part of Mughal Kingdom which 
was becoming extinct in India at that time 
on account of the rise of Sher-Shah Suri. 
Mirza interiered ill local politics and was 
able to make Nazuk Shah a puppet in his 
hands. He had to pay dearly for it and he 
was killed by the patriotic Kashmiris along 
with his family at the battleof Wathur. His 
work discusses some important events at 
the time of the decline of Chak dynasty in 
Kashmir. 

7. Akbar- Narna, by Hamidullali Is- 10, ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ - ~ , - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ / , ~ ~ i t t ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ l l ~  
lamabadi and its versified translation by ~ b d ~ l  ~ ~ b i  is an  concise book 
Wahab Parrey of Hajan in Kashmiri re- on the history of K ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~  and comes to 
maind proscribed during British Rule. I t  is the reign of ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~  ~ ~ ~ b i ~  singh, 
one of the finest epics written by two 
Kashmiris in two languages (Persian and Wajiz-a/-Tau1arilill is another work of note, 
Kashmiri) depicting the defeat of the Brit- and is a great for later Mughal 
is11 and Sikh forces at the hands of the period in Kashmir, I t  was in 
Afghans. Both tl~ebookshave local touches A.H. 1274 = A.D. 1857 by Mulla Abdul 
pertaining to the Afghan period in the Nabi. 
History of Kashmir. 

8. Akbnr Nniiia by Abul Fazal : Col!- 11. Mnjrirlra-i-Tr~urarikh, by Pt. Birbal 
tains an excellant chapter on Kashmir, its Kachroo, in Persian, records the history of 



Kashmir from t11e earliest times up  to 1835. 
It is an authentic work on Sikh Rule. 

M~jtnu- 'a /  Tnzuarikll by Birbal Kachroo is 
another source of later Mughal history in 
Kashmir. It was compiled in A.FI. 1262 = 
A.D. 1846, and is carried from the earliest 
times to tlie end of the last ruler of the 
Punjab Sikhs in Kashmir. 

12. l.abu-T~warikh, by Bahu-Din: It be- 
gins from ancient times and covers the 
history of Kasl~mir up  to 1828.11s first part 
deals with Kashmir geography, the second 
describes the political history, and the third 
describes the Saints and Sufies of Kashmir. 

13. Gulzari-I-Knshrnir by Dewan Kripa 
Ram--It was written on the directive of Mr. 
Roberts, the then Judicial Commissioner of 
Punjab. It was published in 1871 and its 
style is akin to Ain-i-Akabari of Abul Fazal. 
Its first published copy is in the S.P. Li- 
brary, Srinagar. lt deals with a variety of 
subjects such as Arts and Crafts, products 
and Manufacture of Kashmir besides Po- 
litical History. 

State Archivcs 
This State has three main Archives Re- 

positories at Leh, Jammu and Srinagar, 
w11ich house records from 1724 A.D. upto 
tlie present times. Resides t11c above, we 
have departn~entnl record Offices, such '3s 
Mal~afiz Klialia Meal and Maliafiz Khana 
Bandobast at Janimu, Srinagar <l~id Pooncli. 
In these repositories at Jammu, Srinagar 
and Leh, the following items ot records are 
prescrved on scientific lines: 

a. Documents in Turkish, Tibetan, 
Dogri, Hindi, Sanskrit. 

b. Persian records, docunicnts, diaries, 
memoranda and accounts (1724- 
1892). 

c. Kilab-navisi Registers, containing 
daily reports aboul administrative 
affairs, in persian, from 1847 to 1927. 

d. Old Records in English from '1868 
to 1921. These records wit11 various 
social, political andgovernmen tal af- 
fairs. 

e. Private Records of Maharaja, from 
1885 to 1924. These records were 
created by Pratap Singh as his per- 
sonal and private property. These 
interesting archives contain his pri- 
vate correspondence will1 the then 
British Viceroys. 

f. State Department Records (1885 - 
1924) These archives are in English 
and contain comprehensive infor- 
mation on all matters of administra- 
tion in the State. 

g. Vernacular (Urdu) Records from 1889 
to 1921. All these records are in Urdu 
and deal with all governmental af- 
fairs and administration. 

h: Secretariat Records. (1889 - 1947) 
These recrods are in English and deals 
with various departn~ental affairs. 

i .  Council Proceedings. All Council Pro- 
ceedings have been bound in vol- 
umes and some volumes have been 
printed also. All proceedings are in 
English, duly signed the Maharaja 
and his council- of Ministers. The 
period covered is from 1922 to 1926. 

j. Army Records. These records deal 
with military affairs and pertain to 
the period from 1922 to 1943. These 
records deal with raising of State 
regiments and army codes. 



k.  I-lis I Iigl~ness Orders. Thew archivcs 
pertain to tlic period from 1926 to 
1943. Ilelween this period, the Ma- 
haraja exercised unlimitcd powers 
and all orders were issued by him in 
his personal capacity as the ruler of 
the State. 

1. Council and Cabinet Orders. (1943 to 

in various select vo1umc.s--India For- 
eign I'roceedings and Punjab For- 
eign Proceedings. 

d. Political and Secret Home Office Cor- 
respondence. These archives are an 
important source on the modern 
period of Kashmir right from 1842 to 
1946. 

1947). 
All the above archives are in the posses- 

m. Stxretaria t Record. 1947-67. sion of the British Record Office. I t  is Nec- 
essary to apply for permission to consult 

n. cabinet and Council Orders (1947 to these records through the British High 
1987). Commissioner or through the relevant Brit- 

ish University or College. They must also 

0. Secretarial and other Departmental write to the Curator, British Recork Of- 

Rccords. (1947 to 1987). fice, London. 

p. Gover~rnr of Kashmir Records. (1924- Itldia Office Libraw Lortdotf 

47). Very important original source material 
on Kashmir is available in the India Office 

All the above records are unpublisl~ed Library, Lonclon.Thismateria1 pertains to: 

original source material for the history of 
Kashmir. a'. Political Despatches to India. 

b. Political Letters to India. 
Lorrdotr A r d ~ i v c s  c. Political and Secret Memoranda. 

Archival source material on the  noc cl ern cl. Secret and Political Letters. 
period of Kashmir is preserved in the Brit- 
ish Records office, 1,onclon and Inclia Of- e. Political and Secret Home Correspon- 

fice I..ibrary. These archives are lislecl ,IS dcnce. 

under: All these records are bound in hun- 
dreds of volumes and can be consulted by 

a. 111dian State Papers. These arc confi- 
the research scholars sponsored by Indian 

dcntial files pertaining to the atfairs 
universities. It is better to obtain full infor- 

in tlie Indian States incliiding Ka- 
mat ion from the Indian High Commission 

shmir. 
in London. 

b. Political and Secret Records. (1880- 
N11tioiral Arcllizjes of l t fdia 

1902). These filcs contain secret and 
In Ehe National Archives of India, New 

confidential reports about Kashmir. 
Delhi, we have unpublished archives 

c. ~~~~i~~ proceedings. (1 M-,914). I,,- material about Kashmir. These are listed 

formation about Kashmir is contained 



a. Foreign Secret Papers. e. Correspondence with the Resident 
at Lahore. 

b. Foreign Despatches. 
f .  Despatches: Home, Political and Se- 

c. Foreign Department Proceedings. cret. 

d. Political Department proceedings. g. Secret and Political Letters from the 
Governor General. 

e. Governor General's Despatches. 
h. Secret Records pertaining to the La- 

f .  Home Department Proceedings. hore Durbar. 

g. India Foreign Proceedings. For consulation of these archives, appli- 
cation required to be routed through the 

h. Political and Secret Home Correspon- T-'akistan Elnbassy in Delhi, 
dence. 

I'rivate Arcllives 
i. Secret Letters and enclosures. Most of the British Governor Generals 

have left their own private records, which 
j. Political and Seaet Mwn~randa.  (Na- are preserved in England, Canada and 

tive State and Northern frontiers) America. These can be consulted in: 

k.  Parliamentary Papers, Offical Dia- I . The Commonwealth Relations Of- 
ries and Secret Reports. fice, London. 

For consulting these records, one must 2. Public Record Office, 1,ondon. 
submit his application to the Director, Na- 
tional Archives of India, New Delhi under 3. M~ Gill Montreal/ Can- 

the Archives Research Rules. ada. 

Lahore Arclzivcs 
At Lahore in the Government Record 

Office, we have a big collection of archival 
material pertaining to Kashmir. 11 is men- 
tioned broadly as under: 

a. War Office Records. 

b. Records of the Agent of tlieGovernor 
General. 

c. Secret Proceedings. 

d. Home Records and Proceedings. 

4. British Museum, London. 

5. Scottish Record Office, Edinburgh. 

6. Government Record Office, Madras. 

7. Government Record Office, Calcutta. 

8. National Library, Calcutta. 

9. Punjab Record Office, Patiala. 

10. Government Record, Andaman. 

l l .  Public Record Office, Peshawar, Paki- 
stan. 



C.I.D. Rq)orts  
In the State Archives Repository, there 

are preserved C.I.D. Reports, presented to 
the Maharaja by the Prime Minister. These 
reports deal with political affairs right from 
1931 to 1947. Besides this, the Stale Ar- 
chives Repository, Srinagar houses the 
records of the Governor of Kashmir right 
upto 1947 which is full with iriforri~ation 
about political upheaval in Kashmir in 
1931. Also are preserved in this Reposi- 
tory, the constitutions which Sheikh Mo- 
hammad Abdullah envisaged for Kashmir 
and his secret correspondence with Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Azad. The 
State Archives also posses the approved 
Constitution of the Jammu and Kashmir 
duly signed by the 111enibers of die Con- 
stituent Assembly. 

Most of the records have been indexed 
right from 1724 to 1950 and it is very easy 
to locate any file by consulting these alpha- 
betical lists. Uptill now, about 25 index 
volumes havebeen printed and published. 

Published Source Material 
Published source material about Kashmir 

falls into two categories: Governmental 
and private. Among the Governmental 
source material, mention may be made of: 

a. Administration Reports. (1872-1965) 

b. Jammu and Kashmir Gazettes. (1889- 
1965) 

c. Punjab Gazette. (1925-1934) 

d .  India Gazette. (1925-1955) 

Among tlie interesting records, men- e. Census of India Reports. (1891-1961) 
tion may be made of records pertaining to 
tlie Central Asian Trade, reports by the f .  Jammu and Kashmir 

State secret Agents deputed in the Central 1965) 

Asian Principalities, Trade Missions to Ti- g. J & K. Praja Sabha Reports. (1934- 
bet, known as Choba h l s a  Missions, pipers 
regarding Gilgat and Chitral, and docu- 

1946) 

mints about the Christian Missionaries. I t  1,. J & K. Constituent Assembly Debates. 
may be interested to know that the State 
had an enclave in Tibet, the revenue of i. J & K. Legislative Assembly Debates. 
which was collected by the team of the (1 955-1 975) 
State officers who would visit Minsar at 
intervals. I t  is interesting to note that I'artiib j. J & K. Civil & Military Lists. (1893- 

Sing11 was deposed by the British and we 1947) 

had no ~n11n;aja for about 10 years. I t  is k. J & K. Civil Lists. (1954-1970) 
also interesting to note that Gilgat was 
leased out the British Government by the 1. Magazines, Newspapers and Pham- 
Maharaja for about 90 years. I t  were the phlets. 
British who constructed the Jhelum Valley 
Road from Kohala to Srinagar and the m. Reports and Memorandams. 

Frontier Road from Srinagar to Gilgat, for 
military purposes. Other important and All the above printed publications are 

interesting archives pertain to the British preserved in the State Archives Reposito- 

political Missions into Central Asia. ries at Jammu and Srinagar. 



Marr rtscripts 
The valley of Kashmir has the Unique 

distinction of having its history recorded 
in manuscripts. Such manuscript collec- 
tions are preserved in the following librar- 
ies: 

1. Oriental Manuscript Library of the 
Research Department. 

2. Academy Library, Lalmandi, 
Srinagar. 

3 Archives Reference Library,Old Sec- 
retariat, Jammu. 

4. Archives Reference Library, Old Sec- 
retariat, Srinagar. 

5. Public Library, Lalmandi, Srinagar. 

6. Ruglinath Patshala Library, Jammu. 

7. Buddhist School of Philosophy, Leh, 
Ladakh. 

8. Madinat-ul-Aloom, Hazratbal, 
Srinagar. 

9. Bab-ul-Ilam, Budgam, Kashmir. 

These manuscripts are written in San- 
skrit, Arabic, Persian, Tibetan, Turkish, 
Hindi, Urdu, Kashmiri, and Dogri. 

For the modern period of the History of 
Kashmir, we d o  have rich material in Per- 
sian and Urdu manuscripts. Diaries of M i m  
Saif-ud-din in Persian deal with the ad- 
ministration of early Dogra rulers. Besides 
this, we have contemporary writings in 
prose and poetry describing social life of 
the people during the Dogra period (1846- 
1947). 

Prirrtcvf Cotrternyornnj Sorrrc~s 
Among the contelnporary printed pub- 

lications, mention may be made of: 

a. Histories wri tten by Pir Hussan Shah 
Khuihami, Pandit P.K. Uamzai, Pan- 
dit Gwash Lal, Dr. C.M.D. Sofi, 
Munshi Mohanimnd Din ITaug, Dr. 
R.K. Parmu and Prof. Moliib-ul- 
Hasan. 

b. Research works done by Walter Law- 
rence, Fredrick Dreww, Pandit P.N. 
Bazaz, Rashid Tasir, Francis Young 
husband and Prof. F.M. 1-lussanian. 

c. Travel Accounts written by Francis 
Bernier, Vigne, Hugel, Schonberg, 
Rothfold, and Knight. 

d.  Special works on geography, archae- 
ology, sociology, culture, Politics, and 
education by Bates, Wilson, Assadul- 
lali, Malik Fazal Hussain, Hajini, 
Charak, Tokan Sumi, Pandit R.C. Kak, 
Pandit Anand Koul, Pandit T.N. 
Madan, Prof. Ishaq Khan, Prof. 
Rafiqui, Sunil Chander Ray, Aziz 
Ahmed, Ferquson, Pandit Samsar 
Chand Koul, Moneoh Pithawala, 
Tyndel Biscoe, Yosuf Taing, M.L Saqi, 
J. L. K. Jalali, G.H. Khan, and Robert 
Throp. 

I have mentioned important source ma- 
terial on the history of Kashmir relating to 
the modern period only. I t  may be men- 
tioned that there is no lack of original rare 
material for the period in many Archives 
Offices in the State as well as abroad. At 
Moscow, we do have very original source 
material pertaining to Kashmir during the 
British period. Most of this material is in 
Russian, English and French. 



Nrzosyayrrs arrd Jolrrrr~ls bc ni ,~de oi the journal of lhe Asian Stud- 
Newspapers and journdls are an impor- its, Asiatic Quarterly Review the 

t a~ i t  source material for modern period o l  Modt.rlj Review. I t  may be ment ioI~L~ that 
Kashmir. Very rare colleclions of newspi- (irst local Urdu paper Al-r\;lfiq gives vivid 
pers and journals art. preserved in: accou~its rcg,~rdi~ig mnl-administration on 

l .  India Office Library, London. 

2. National Library, Calcutta. 

3. State Archives a1 Jan~niu and Srinagnr. 

Among the vernacular papers, impor- 
tant are; Akbar-i-Kasl~miri, Khair-Khawh- 
i-Kashmir, Akhbar-i-Aam, LaIl~)re, The 
piasa Akhbar, The Kashmir Dnrp,~n, The 
Kashniiri Pandit, Hamdard-i-Hindi, Ranbir, 
Jammu, Haqiqat, Srinagar, Hamdard, 
Srinagar and other local papers. These pn- 
ycrs cover the period from 1881 to 1947. 
Among the English papers, mention may 
be made of: Amrita Raz'1r Patrika, Ci\,il 
and Military Gazette, the Englishman, the 
Friend of l~;di,~, ,>nil the Timcs, L.ondon. 
Among the journ,1ls, special ~iiention 11iay 

the State, during early Dogra period. 

Prcl-Histo y arlci Arclrarology 
Excavations conducted at Burzaham in 

Knshmir has revealed that the earliest 
inhabitants of the Valley were cave or pit 
dewellers. The site of Burzahom is about 
24 km. north-east of Srinagar, and is lo- 
cated near Harwan overlooking the Dal 
lake. The earliestsettlement of thissiteis in 
the for111 of a series of underground caves 
pits, dug  into clay, which are circular, oval, 
scluare and rectangular in plan. The circu- 
lar on oval cave type pits have a narrow 
opening and a side base. Cut to a depth of 
1.5 metre of 2.5 metre with a narrow en- 
trance, someof the deep dwellings are p r e  
\ridecl rvitli steps. I t  is p r e s ~ ~ n i e d  that the 
larger dungeons were usecl for purposes of 



near the entrance of circular unclergroui~d 
dwrcIIings but in rectangular or squ~lrc>pits 
these were louncl in the centre. Thc iii,ilc3- 
rial culture incluclc~cl coarst. grc.y or b l ~ c k  
burnislicd po~tcry ,  oitcn wiUi mntmorkc~ci 
basc, ,I wiclc. range of bone points, awls, 
11cedlt.s~. ,111cl liarpoons, stone nxcs peckcc1 
and ground, of both oval i ~ n d  long section, 
ring sLoncs nncl '1 cli..;tincti\,t\ pic~rcc\cl rcc- 
[ ,~ngular  clioppcr or knife of bollc c,illcd 
li,jr\,eslcr--;l kincl Iiitlierlo u~iknr~\ . r~n  to 
India I lulrlin): 'ippc;irs 10 I i ~ \ , c ~  played '111 

i n ~ p o r t ~ ~ n t  p<irt i n  tlio suhstc'n,lnccx 01 Lhc~sc) 
w~LLlcr5. Tl1i.s underground d\'r'c~llings ~ 1 1 1 -  

!n l'criod 1 1 ,  thc pewplc c o n t i n ~ ~ c d  to ~ ~ s c '  
stonc ,Incl bone. Lools b u ~  tlicy ~ i o w  li\,c)cl i l i  

II~LILI or II~LICI brick houbcs somc~limc~s p1,is- 
tt>rc>cl with mud,  instcl,~cl of pits or C,IL,C's 
ci~ncl lrcclucn [ l  y buried [heir clc'icj. liotll 
prim,iry and st>cond;lry buri'il 11,i\~c> bc,c.n 
cncounLerec1 cliic.fly of crouclied skc~lt~Lons 
p1,icecl in ov,il pits \~~iLhoul gr~l \~c\  goocls. 111 
somc c,ist)s, rcd ochre li,~ci hc,c,n put o\'c'r 
[lie body. Ilogs \vc>rc> also so~nc~limc~s l l t~r-  
iecl \<lit11 tl~c,ir ownc>rs, ol u n ~ ~ s u ~ i l  inLc.rc,sl 
,Ire the> huri,ll l ~ ~ i h i t s  ol  Ilicsc, pc~)plc' 
u b ~ ~ l  to h11rv Iii~m,ln h c ~ l ~ g s  ~ 1 1 1 L l i  ,~nim,lls 



such as dogs, wolves or ibex. A very inter- Nilamatapurana, which isan early literary 
esting find from this period is a stone slab product of ancient Kashmir provides us 
graphically depicting a hunling scene, with with inforina lion abuu t four kings only 
two suns, which is perhaps the earliest and these are Conanda l, Dalnodhara I, 
specimen of primitue art in Kashmir. Queen Yasuvate and Gonanda 11. The Ra- 

jatarangini of Kalhana has not recorded 
It has been found that the Neolithic cul- the name of 52 earlier kings, he has also 

tureof Kashmir Valley has its own distinc- omitted the names and works of 35 kings. 
tive traits. Its wide range of bone tools, As such we have not positve evidence 
dwelling pits, residential caves perforated about earliest rulers of kashmir. 14assan in 
knife or blade, burial of pet animal with his Tarikh-i-Kashmir has been able to 10- 
master and purposeful burial of animals cate the lost kings, but his account would 
mark it as  unique. On the basis of  compara- need further screening. 
tive study, i t  is claimed that Neolithic cul- 
tureof Kashinir with its hunting based cul- ~~~l~~~~~ 
ture has close affinity with similar culture ~ h ,  first A ~ ~ ~ ~ , ,  whose name contronls 
of North-West China and Central Asia. 11s at the begining of our stu d y is Kashyapa, 

who has been mentioned as the father of 
Neolithic phase is followed at Burzaliom the people, is also spoken of as a great 

by a culture associated with erection of sail,t, who had practised penance for a 
massive stone circles or Menhirs in mem- long time, ~ h ~ ~ ,  i t  appears that ~~~h~~~~ 
ory of the dead. The material culture of both a political and a religious head. 
Megalithic people of Burzahom, is char- ~~~h~~~~ was a l,lan of great status and 
acterised the red ware position and he could summon other men 
pottery. There are eleven megaliths on the of inIportance to his help, of need,   hi^ 
top of this K R Y ~ D R ~ ,  of which fine are erect valley was habitated by jalodbhava and 
and the west fallen. his people and Kashyapa wanted to destroy 

them. Inspite of his important position, he 
Otlier Pre-Historic Sites alone was not able to face Jalobhava. The 

Recent ex~lorat iOns in the have Ni]mata-Purana gives a lengthy account 
brought light nine sites a t  Begagund~ about the destruction of Jalobhava. It is 
Gofkml. Har i~a r igam.  Ja~adev i -uda r*  that the Aryan settlers had to face 
Olchibag, Pampur, Pallzgom, Somburt a strong from the original 
Thajwor, Waztal and Brah, all with neo- of the val ley,  
lithic assemblage closely similar to that re- 
vealed at Rurzahom. Menhirs were also 
noticed at Bagagllnd, Cofkral, Haripar- Nila-Naga has mentioned as the 
igom and Pampur. King of the Kashiniri Nagas. Nila-Nag 

spring exists even at present and is now 
Al~cierrt Period known as Veri-Nag. In those days, colo- 

N~ l,istorical witillgs are a h u t  nies flourished near water espcially around 

the greak kings of Kashmir except coins the springs dnd every Owner the s~ril 'g 
which have been found in the Valley. The Was as a Naga. 



The people shared tlie belief that the 
snakes lives in springs. They also believed 
that snakes could appear in liuman form, 
marry and liave children. A spring is called 
a nag in Kaslimiri even loday. The earliest 
inhabitants of the valley cherisliccl abo- 
riginal beliefs, among which [lie snakecul t 
was popular. But with the advent of the 
Aryans, their belief in tlie aboriginal dei- 
ties sank into oblivion. However, their be- 
lief in the ghosts and the spirits continued 
and got mixed-up with the Veclic ancl the 
Puranic gods and goddesses. 

The river Vitasta in those days, had 
been represented name of the goddess Cauri 
and the lake Wular had been named afler 
Padma-Naga. We come to tlie conclusion 
that in the time of Nila-Naga, thc Wulnr 
lake existed in the valley. 

Tlre Naga Kirrgdom 
The Naga kingdom extendcd fro111 

Shardi to Ver-Nag and had rulccl o\.cr by 
tliedescenden tsof Kadru anci Vinn Ln Who 
had divided il, between themsc.lves. Wlicn, 
the children of Kadru were forced 10 mi- 
grate from Ver-Nag. Vishnu came to their 
help. Kalhana speaks very high of the Nagas, 
who made the valley safe from the foreign 
invaders. During their rule, big and lofly 
house of timber were constructed by tlie 
people. Many works of public utility, Ilkp 
embankments and stairs descencli~ig into 
rivers were carried out by them. They also 
established certain seats of learning. Many 
gardens were laid out by them, which had 
grape and fruit plants, irrigaled by cn~ials 
and streams. 

Kalhan, while praising tlie conditions 
prevailing at that time says Lliat 'lliings 
that even in heaven are diffcult to find are 
common Lhere.' 

Much is not known about the kings of 
Kashmir after the death of Nila-Naga and 
his successors. Gorianada I, according to 
Kalhana, is the first important ruler of Ka- 
shmir, whose successors are stated to have 
ruled Kashmir for 2268 years. This may be 
an exaggeraled account, because the kings, 
whose precceded Conanda, are not known 
to us. Scantly information about them proves 
that they were mighty and possessed 
wealth, elephants and palaces. 

Gorlnirda 
Conandcl I ,  has been spoken of, as a glo- 

rious king. He was an over-tord of the 
norlhern regio~i of Kashmir, from Drass to 
the klaramukh. Jarasanda, the king of 
Magada called him for help agai~lsl Krishna. 
Gonancla proceeded towards India, with 
large army and is said to liave besieged tlie 
town of Matliura. The hostile annies pitched 
their campus, on the banks of river. A 
fierce battle was fought, in which thou- 
sancls of soldiers from e,icli side fell to the 
g r m ~ ~ i d .  I t  is interesting to note that the 
cnslgn of the Kashmiri forces w,is the 
plough. The King of Kashmir died heroi- 
cally, while fighting in the battlc field. One 
of the important conclusions, which we 
obtain from the above is that Kashmiri's 
help was sought by an Indian king in those 
days and the Kashmiri fought bravely in 
thc b'lttle grounds. 

TIIP Greeks iii Kaslrinir 
Alexalider set ou t for his India11 expedi- 

tion in about 327 B.C. from his base camp 
in Bactria, which touched Gancihara. Hav- 
ing crossed the rocky and forest clad val- 
leys of the Hindu Kush, he reached Taxila, 
the capital city of Galid hara. After having 
spent some time at Taxila he reached a 
tributary of tlie river S u ~ l ~ j ,  where from he 
turned back for home. Thus Taxila bccome 



a meeting ground between the Mediterra- 
nean and India, a centre of Greece-Roman 
arl a11d culture for nearly cighl hundred 
years. I t  remained under theCreck rule for 
nearly 20 years and during that period, 
small contigents of the Greek soldiers dis- 
posed the~nselves in the Hindu-Kusli, Chi- 
tral, Cilgat, Hazarz and Kashmir. They 
founded small colonies and cliiefships in 
Bactria, Central Asia and Afghanistan. 
These small Greek states were ruled over 
by military commanders, who had got 
detached away from tliemain command of 

Kashmir. I t  was during the rule of Greeks 
tliat Buddhisni was introduced in Kashmir. 

The following arc the Creek kings, whuse 
coins have k e n  located in Kashmir: 

1. Eu thudemos. 220-B.C 

2. Eukratidos 175-B.C. 

3. Apollodotos. 

4. Menandrou. 

theGreek army. Famous among these vice- 
5. Nikephoro-antimakhos roy are Demetrius, Panlaleon, Agnrlhocles, 

Apollodorus, Menander, A~\lialcidcs, 
6. Soteros. 

Strato, Elicles, Lysias and Archebious. We 
have numerous specimens of the coinage 7. Megalou-Azou. 
issued by these Greeco-Indian rulers. 

8. Basileos Basileon Megalon Azon. 
The Greek Kirrgs 

The Greek period in the history of Ka- g, Megalou Azilison 
shmir is completely shrouded in mystery. 
Mere and thefe, we find evidence; archaeo- 
logical and nun~ismatic, which proves that 
after Alexander's invasion, numerous 
chiefships came to be established in the 
north-western parts of India. These Greeks 
overlords, who established their snlall king- 
doms in Kashmir, seem to have owed alle- 
giance to their masters in the beginning 
but after lapse of some t i~ne and, when the 
central rule had weakened, they, assumed 
independent postures. I t  was during their 
rule tliat tlie Roman art travelled to 
Kashmir through Syria, Persia and 
Kabul.The Sun Temple of Kasliniir has its 
closest links with the Temple of tlie Sun at 
Baalbeck in Syria. The Kliaroshti inscrip- 
tions and statues found by the author in 
the b l a b  valley and numerous Greek coins 
preserved in tlie Srinagar Museuni, all point 
out to the factual existance of tlie Creeks in 

The Greeks made donations to the Bud- 
dhist Sangha, erected stupas over the saaed 
relics, constructed virharas and installed 
images in them. 

I t  has been, now established tliat at the 
time of Alexander's invasion, Kashmir 
formed a part of Gandhara. This country 
came under the influence of the Achaenie- 
nid and the Greek Kings. I t  may be stated 
that in thelatter halfof tlie6th century B.C. 
Achaeminian monarcliy rose to power in 
Persia under the leadership of Cyprus. He 
is believed to have subjudged Gandhara. 
In Kashmir are founcl the Bactrain, the 
Scythian and the Parthain coins. After tlie 



departure of Alexander, Chiinclragupta 
Muriya, entered into a lreaty with Seleu- 
kos and got control over the north-western 
India. 

The Rajatarangini begins at the timc of 
the Guru war--which occurred sonielinie 
between the 12th and the 14th century B.C. 
Surendra is the first Buddhist niler of Ka- 
shmir, who built the first vihara in Ka- 
shmir. His reign can be fixed in the 111iddle 
of the 1st century B.C. It is recordecl that 
during the rule of Ashoka (269-327) B.C., 
some monks of the Stliaviradin sclioc>l fled 
away to Kashmir due to the lack of royal 
patrongae. According to the Cl-~innse 
sources, it was Madliyantika, a disciple of 
Ananda, who  succeeded in bringing Bud- 
dhism to Kasl~mir, after having subdued 
the Nagas by hissupernatural powers. His 
journey to Kashmir has also been narrated 
in tlie Kashniiri sources. 

It is reported that MaclhynnLikn brougli t 
with him Inany bhikas for settlcmenl and 
he himself remained in the valley for nearly 
20 years. He developed agriculture in 
Kashmir and also introduced saffron culti- 
vation for the first time. 

in a religious discussion, which was held 
at a placenear Kashmir. The Milindapanha 
is lhe best source of information on the 
history of  Buddhism in Kashmir. It in- 
forms that Menandera built the Milinde 
viliara and joined the Sanglia as a monk 
and finally attained arhatl~ood. 

The Milindapanha, which was written 
originally in Kaslimiri was subsequently 
translated into the Pali and the Senhalese. 
The Indo-Greeks appear to have accepted 
the doctrines of  Buddhism and the Kharo- 
shdi inscriptions found at Swat. Taxila and 
Lolab in Kashmir, prove the existence of 
Buddhism during tlie period. These kings 
erected stupas, constructed viharas and in- 
stalled images of  the Sakya-muni. Thus, it 
is clear that Buddhism came to Kashmir 
long before the reign of Ashoka, Maurya. 

We must revert to the prophecy made 
by Buddha to Vijrapani that Madyantiaka 
would bring his message to the Nagas of 
Kashmir. In fact, tlie Nagas believed in co- 
operative life and had their own communes 
in various parts of tlie Valley. As they did 
not like the caste system of the Brahmans, 
they embraced Buddhism. 

Tririishkfi Kiiigs 

But, Buddhism could not achieve much The Yu-echi tribe rose to power in about 

success during his life time. Denietrius be- 162 B.C. and drove ou t the foreigners, who 

came tlie king of vast territory, which in- had occupied the borders of China. They 

c]Llded Kashmir Similarly MenaIlder lived in the Kansn province, bu t  their "lc- 

also exercised pressure on Kashmir. cess was shortlived and their leader Chang- 
lun was defeated by Lau-shang. The Yu- 

Meiiaiidera echi tribe was vanquished and turned out 

~t was Menandera, who calne of their home in the year 177 B.C. Tliey fled 

influenceof Buddhism. It eoes to thecredit towards Kashmir occupied Afghani- 
'3 

of Nagasena, Lo have defeated Menandera Stan and are known as the Kusl1ans, 



Klrslzarrs 
With the coming of the Kushans, Bud- 

dhism received a tremendous support. 
There is no denying the fact that during 
their rule, the Buddhism enjoyed royal 
patronage. Coins of Hushka or I-luvishka 
and Kanishka have been located in 
Kashmir. There is no  such evidence in 
respect of Juslika, except that he built 
Jushkpura or Zakur a large village near 
Srinagar. To Hushka, the building of 
Husukpura or Ushkur i s  attributed. Kan- 
ishka is supposed to have founded Kanisli- 
kapur. 

Katiislrka 
Kanishka came to power in about 40 

A.D. His name lives in the legends of 
Kashmir, Tibet, Chi~ia and Mongolia. His 
sway extended over a large empire ii~clucl- 
ing northern India, Afghanistan aiid Turkl- 
stan. The capi tal of his empire was Purus11- 
pora, tlie modern Peshawar. He is said to 
have conquered eastern India up  to Ba- 
naras. The most important military exploit 
of Kai~ishka was his conquesl of Kashmir, 
Kashgar, Yarkand and Khotan. Kanishka 
is said to have changed his faith from tinie 
to tinie and these changes can be estab- 
lished from the study of his numerous 
coins. In tlie latter part of his reign, when 
Parsha becomes his religious preceptor, lie 
became a Buddhist. By then, tlie Buddhist 
influence had increased i ; ~  Kashmir. The 
masses, who liacl felt disgusted with castes 
and narrowness of the Brahmanistic doc- 
trines had become followers of Buddhism. 
Hencefc>rth, Kaslimir became the headquar- 
ters of Bud Jliism and the Kashniiri monks 
propagated this religion in Tibet, China 
and other countries. 

Patrori of Dtrddhisln 
Kanishka founded tlie town of Kanis- 

pore, now village and then a big industrial 
and literary centre. Kanislika imported great 
artists from other lands to decorate his 
buildings and shrines. His coins have been 
found in different parts of India. Stray 
coins of Kanishka have been dug out in 
Scandinavia and Wales also. I t  was Kan- 
ishka, who restored Buddhism in his king- 
doni by giving it, his royal patronge. As 
such, his period is most important for the 
history of Buddhism in Kashmir, Gand- 
hara a Central Asia. Me built many viharas, 
stupas and other religious buildings. Fur- 
ther, lavish grants were made in favour of 
the monks. I t  was Kanishka, who deco- 
rated his coins wiL11 the name of Roddo or 
Buddha. 

Fozrrtlr Corrtrcil 
According to the Buddhist tradition, 

Kanishka lield the fourth Buddhist Coun- 
cil in Kashmir. He was advised by Parsva 
to summon all monks for collection of tlie 
sacred texts, and to prepare commentaries 
on the Sutra, the Vinaya and the 
Abhidlian~ia. This council was lield a1 Kun- 
dalvana in Kashmir. It has been termed as 
liic7rr-fllo-lo in the Chinese geography. Be- 
sides the large audience, this Council was 
attended to by 500 Arha ts, 500 Bodhisa ttvas 
and 500 Panditas. Asl~vagliosa, the cele- 
brated author of the Btrddhn-charitn, the 
Snulldrarrnndn and the Snriylitra-Pmknrtna, 
attended this council and commentaries of 
all the Buddhist texts were compiled into 
two treatise known as Uyadesa-sastrns. The 
latter is known as Jashmirshi in the Chi- 
nese. I t  also goes to the credit of  this Coun- 
cil, that for the first time in the history of 



Buddhism, freedom of thought and ex- 
pression was recognised and i t  was de- 
clared that texts of all the 18 schools of 
thought in Buddhism were correct and all 
of them contained the word of the Mastcr. 

Henceforth, Kashmir became the head- 
quarters of Sarvastivadin scl~ool of Bud- 
dhism. These doctrines penetrated into 
Kabul, Kandliar, Central Asia and Tibet. 
Kanishka patronised such activities and 
even made R gil't of Kashmir to [he Sangha. 
I t  has further been given by the Chinese 
sources that the final decisionsof theCoun- 
cil were engraved on copper plates and 
deposited in a Stupa. Excavations done at 
Harwan, Ushkar and Ahan have revealed 
existance of the Buddhist relics but not 
traces of these copper plates have been 
found and this problem still engages the 
attention of scholars throughout the world. 

Naga-Arjuira of Kashinir 
Naga-Arjuna is highly spoken off in the 

Buddhist literature. He is titled as 
Boddhisattava also, the sole lord, or the 
land. He is mentioned to have defeated the 
Shaivits in religious discussions. He lived 
at Sadarhadvana in Kashmir, which is 
known as Harwan these days. It was due 
to his knowledge that the Buddhists of 
Kashmir maintained their ascendancy over 
other Acharyas. He is also said to have de- 
nominated the Shaka era. Naga-Arjuna's 
name has been very closely associa ted with 
the Mahayana and Kashmir. History rec- 
ords that the Buddhists suffered untold 
miseries during the reign of Abhimanyu, 
who gave royal patronge to Shaivism and 
the Buddhists were forced either to re- 
nounce their religion or fate anhilation. 
Undersuch circumstances,manyran away 
towards the plans. Naga-Arjuna had to 

flee from Kasl~n~ir  and reached south In- 
dia. In this way, his name began to be asso- 
ciated with Nagarjunakunda in the South. 
However, Naga-Arjuna's spring in a vil- 
lage, near the Hirapur hill in s1lupiyan, 
Kashmir is known upto this day. 

Tlrc Hurls of Kaslrrnir 
Kalhana has not given complete infor- 

mation about the Hun rulers of Kashmir. 

The white Huns are also known as the 
Hiung-nu or the Hunas. After having de- 
feated the Mu-echi tribe, they moved to- 
wards the west. At the beginingof thesixth 
century, they occupied Afghanistan and 
then moved into the north India. Under the 
leadership of Toramana, they succeeded 
in down the edifice of the Gupta Empire. 
He succeeded in establishing the Hull 
Empire from Persia to the central India. 
Kalhana has mentioned Hiryanakula and 
Vasukala as the Kings of Kashmir. Accord- 
ing to him, Mihirakula was a son of 
Vasukala, but i t  is a historical fact that 
Mihirakula succeeded his father, Toramana 
as the king of the Huns. Coins of Toramana 
show the king standing in the royal dress, 
left arm on his hip and the right extended 
over the alter. The reverse side of the coins 
show the goddess Jaya, dressed elaborately. 
He was a sun-worshipper, like his fore- 
fathers. 

Mill irakula 
Mihirakula, came Lo the throne of the 

Hun Empire in 515 A.D. He was one of the 
most powerful kings of the age and his 
name was a terror for the people. He has 
been represented as a blood thirsty tyrant, 
who took immense pleasure in the murder 
of human beings and even did not spare 
Lhe old or the women. I t  is said about him, 



tlial having iioliced his quecii wcariiig a 
jacket made of cloth froin Cylonc with 
golden foot prints marked on it, hc got e11- 
raged and led an expedition for lhe con- 
quesl of Cylone. According to I-lieu11 Tsiang, 
he was a staunch communalist, who perse- 
cuted [he Buddhists and plundered their 
monasteries. In the Chinese annals, he has 
been represented as a flencls and not as a 
human beings. 

Anotherslory about him is that when an 
elephant fell down fromover a precipiceof 
Pir Paiichal pass, he was overjoyed to wit- 
ness this terrible sight. Such a beast he was, 
that he got all elephants rolled down by 
force form the precipice and enjoyed this 
rightful scene \vitli immense enjoyment. 
The precipice is known as Hatvanj even 
now and i t  implies the place where ele- 
phan ts where destroyed. 

The white Huns weresun-worshippers, 
who built many sun temples in the valley 
including the sun temple of Martanda. 
They believed in various gods and god- 
desses; Jaya being prominenl among the 
gocldesses. Miliirakula having murdered 
three crores of women, young and old 10- 
getlier with children could not save hini- 
self when people rose in rebellioii against 
his tyranny. 

R ~ z l o l t  
A brave Kaslimiri, whoafter having col- 

lected numerous supporters made an end 
of Mihirakula. Thus [he Kashniiris, got rid 
of a beast in human shape. The people of 
Kashmir who had lived in turmoil, terror 
and Iawlessness, during the reign of Mihira- 
kula felt relieved after hisdeal11 and when 
Baka, his son came to the throne, they felt 
that peace had returned. The new king, 

built n few shrincs, dug out a canal and 
founcled a town. Nolhing more is known 
about his except [hat he had sons and 
grandsons, whose number touched one 
hundred. 

Mcgliavnhnna 
Meghavahana, who ascended the throne 

of Kashmir in 430 A.D. was a Buddhist. He 
tried to revive the dying faith. He and his 
queen built many viharas for the benefit of 
foreign bikslius. 

The main viharas were built at Vichar- 
nag, Narvor and Khadanyar in Kashmir. 
Famous among these was Amritabhavana 
which was got built by the queen 
Amritaprabha. Oukong has mentioned this 
vihara by the name of Ngo-mi-to-po-wan. 
This place is known as Antabhawan now 
and lies in the vicinity of Vicharnag, 
Srinagar. As the queen was a Ladakhi lady 
and her Curu was also a Stumpa from La- 
dakh, she dedicated this vihara to Ami- 
taya, the giver of long life. It further tran- 
spires that the Mahayana has swayed both 
1,adakh and Kashmir during that period. 
Many legends have. bee11 connected with 
the name of Megliavahana, showing his 
kind and beneficient bent of mind. He is 
credited with having subjudged northern 
India and in this connection, Kalhana re- 
lates the expeditions led by the king against 
the kings of Marwar, Sind and Cylone. 

A Monk Morrarck 
A philosopher king, in the name of 

Vinayaditya has been mentioned to have 
come to power in the sixth century. His 
nameshines in history as a moral reformer. 
He was a saint and a monarch, combined 
in one personality. He is said to have ac- 
cepted the throne of the kingdom from his 



subjects after making them accept certain 
conditions. Some of the conditions were 
that none should kill any living being or 
deceive other or commit bad acts. The king 
lived in a hut  at the foot of the hill on the 
banks of the Dal lake. He led a very simple 
life and earning his livelihood by cultivat- 
ing a piece of land. He helped the ncecly 
and was honest in his dealings \vith the 
people. Some scholars have stated that the 
prophet of Islam sent his two ambassadors 
to meet the king. 

Military Airtocracy 
During the second half of the sixth cen- 

tury, Kashinir came under the new mili- 
tary autocracy of Pravarasena, ~ 1 1 0  is saicl 
to have marched his army into Kashmir 
after the fall of Matrigupta. The new King 
was a military adventurist, who aspirecl 
fame, glory and renown through concluests. 

Pravarsena, in order to achieve (his aim 
started his reign with the detachment of 
military expeditions for conquests His raicls 
included some of the northern portlons of 
the Punjab, the Canga-Jamuna plain ancl 
Gujrat. According to Kalhana, his army, 
uprooted the inhabitants of Surastra, Prava- 
rsena repulsed the invasion of Mummuni 
the muslim chief Turkstan ancl accuinu- 
lated great treasures. A new capital was 
founded by him and given the name of 
I'ravarsena, a fact collaborated by the An- 
nals of the T a n g  clynasty A br~clgc \v;ls 
also constructed over the river V~ta.st~i nt.ar 
Maisunia. The practice or constructing bo'lt 
bridges was started during his reign. More- 
over, a huge statue of the Budclha was 
erected on the bank of the river, in a viliara 
mentioned by Hieun Tsang by the name 
Che-ye-n-to-10. This vihara was burnt down 
and this statue was meltecl down by the 

king Ksemagupta for construction of a 
temple dedicated to Shiva. 

Ranaclitya 
Another cruel autocrat ascended to the 

throne is the name of Ranaditya, whose 
word descended on the forests of his ene- 
mies' necks, causing streams of water in 
the eyes of their women and there danced 
none but headless corpses. In spite of his 
cruel exploits, he sometimes diverted his 
attention towards works of public utility. 
Kalhana credits him with having estab- 
lished, few temples and hospital. He was 
succeedecl by Baladitya, another military 
leacler, \v110 was [he last of the Gonanda 
family. He was also a powerful autocrat 
who subdued other kings and nationali- 
ties. Mucli is not known about him and his 
subjects. The people of Kashmir seem to 
have followed the same life as they had 
done in previous reigns. No grea t progress 
seems to have been made in the domain of 
art and culture. 

Dtrrlabllndcz~a 
Coi11s bearing the name of Durlabhadeva 

have been found in Kashmir. Mucli is not 
known about this early life except that he 
started his carrier as a menial in the royal 
stable. By his cleverness, diplomacy and 
merit, he rose to high post of a minister. 
The king gave his daughter, Anangalekha 
in marriage to him. She was a debauchee 
ancl had illicit relations wit11 Llic minister, 
Khankali. 1 le woulcl concluct himself with 
her in llie seraglio as i t  pleasecl hi111 and 
Durlabhadcva would shut liis eyes over 
lier indecent tricks. This very Minister 
Khankha, removed all obstacles in the way 
of Durlabhadeva, who became the ruler of 
Kashmir, after the death of his father-in- 
law. Hieun Tsang, came to Kashmir via 
Huslikapura, (he modern Ushkur and made 



remarkable ecluiries about the country and 
its people. He stayed for two years in a 
Buddhist convent, absorbed in study and 
writing. He mentions Kashmir as tlie king- 
don of Kia-slii-mi-10. I-Ie says that "the 
people are not given to faith and the temples 
of the heretics are their sole thought." Ac- 
cording to him, " the people are weak, 
pusillanimous and cunning." Hieun Tsang 
left the valley through tlie Tosliamadan 
route. He was followed by Ou-kong, whose 
account of Kashmir is more detailed. Fle 
caine to Kashmir in 759 A.D. and stayed 
for 4 years. I t  may be recorded that tlie first 
clear reference to Kashmir, is co~ltai~led in 
the classical literature of the Creeks, Ptol- 
emy lias mentioned the reguib held by tlie 
Kaspeirans as Kaspeiria. In tlie Chinese 
records, the valley of Kashniir and its sur- 
roundings territories have been fully de- 
scribed. Tlie first Tang  dynasty dates back 
to 541 A.D. Hieun Tsang visitecl Kashmir, 
ninety years after the dale of this notice. 
The next Chinese notice of Kashmir is con- 
tained in the records of the Tang  clynasty 
of the year 713 A.D. The nest iniportant 
visitor was Ou-Kong, wlio has described 
three hundred ~uc1dl;ist shrines of Ka- 
sliniir. His description of the bounclaries 
and the routes through Kaslimir even al tcr 
Ou-Kong, but records thereof are still 
concealed. 

Tlie next kings who followecl, were be- 
nevolent monarchs, because they tricd their 
best (o adniinister the country ivilh an 
iclenl of sincere benevolence. They helped 
the people in distress, protected them 
against injustices and ruled according to 
tlieir best judgement and tradilions. The 
chronology of these kings is subject to 
controversy, because Kalhana lias not given 
their clates of accession. Tlie Ic~igtli ui tlicir 

reign is also contradictory to the entries in 
the Chinese records. Hence we have to 
follow the chronology as given in the annals 
of the T' ang dynasty. 

Pratapaditya I1 ascended the throne in 
630 A.D. He is credited with having founded 
the town of Tapar, 22 milg west of Srinagar, 
where be buil t many spacious temples and 
mansions. Excavations have brought to 
light foundations of a Buddhist vihara made 
of huge stone slabs. The whole area is full 
of sculptures. Metal detectors have revealed 
that there are deposits of metal other than 
iron under the entrance gate. 

Chnridrapida 
Chandrapida, wlio ascended the throne 

in 71 1 A.D. has been identified with Chen- 
to-10-po-ii in the Cliinese records. We learn 
from the annals of tlie T' ang dynasty, that 
the King of Kash~iiir asked for theaid of the 
Chinese against tlie Arabs, wlio hacl made 
raids in the north-western region of India. 
We further learn that Chandrapida was 
granted the title of king by tlie Cliinese 
emperor. He is credited with having codi- 
fied tlie law, which tlie other kings had left 
incomplete. I-le was the benefactor of his 
subjects ancl introclucecl a better systcni of 
administration in his dominion. His reign 
is known for justice, peace and prosperity. 
Thc king ancl tlie clueen interested them- 
selves in the construction of vilinras ancl 
teniples. The construction of Tribhu\la~ia- 
sw,ln~in, lias becn '~ttributed to Ilirn. The 
people seem to have attained a lethal mind 
as is evident l ro~n tlie story of n leather 
tanner, who had refusecl to giveup his hut 
for the site of a temple. While asserting his 
right of private property and personal 
honour, lie bolcllv told the king, "I an1 not 
,is loiv as a dog is nncl my liu t is a palace ior 
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mc". I 1i111gc.r stri kcs \\fexrclnlsr) obsc~~-\,c~cl in 
Lliost. d ~ y s ,  nncl s i~c ' l~  I ~ L I I ~ ~ C I .  sLril\c\h \irc'rc 
L I S ~ ~  ,is a \ve,lpoll tor poli[ic,~I ,~scc~~idc~~le-y 
'1n~1 cocrsioli. 

Lrllitc~rfityo tlrr Grcclt 
L,,~litaditya Muktayiciit cisccwdecl thc~ 

throne in 724 A.1). I - I t .  is k n o ~ v n  i l l  Iiislory 
'1s a gre'lt king ~21110 bro~igllt glory cjncl 
liollour to the K,lshmirs. I Ie ushcrCd n ncLv 
era of prosperity in Iht. realm. 1 Ic, 11'1s bcc.11 
mclitioned in the, Chinese thc Turkisll ,111cl 

tlic TiLwLan legc.11~1~ as a grc'1L cc)llrluc~rr)r. 
In Ll~cCl~inscsc;ln~i,~ls,  heis  known ,IS Mu- 
Li-pi, the1 king 01 Kashmir ~ \ t l \o  s e , ~ ~ [  ;In 
clmb,~ssy to [lie C11inc.s~ courL bc[\vc.cn 7X- 
47 A.11. 

This succc>ss crc),l[cci a desire in Lhc kings 
heart ior worlcl conquest which could not 
hc~,~ll,iyc~cl. Aceorcling Lr) Knll~onii, (11c king 
tlicn letcl i111 c\xpcditiol~ ior Lhc conc1ucst of 
K'lliliga. Thc K'lshmiri ormy l~~lc l  now 
c)quippcd i[sc.li \vith '1 Inrgc numl>e>r of 
elephants. I-laving conclucre~cl K,llingi~, the. 
king m,~rchc~cl fur[hc~r ,nlcl the king Javi- 
L,lp,upt,l of liih,ir ,Incl I$eng,ll, \v,ls ,llso 
clc~lc*,ltc~cl. Icrorn [lic.rc,, (he,): ,)cl \~,incc>d in10 
tIlc> tc,rrl~ory 0 1 .  K < I I - I ~ ; I ~ , ~ ~ , I  ~v1iiCl~  is ri11c~il 
o\.c>r l)!. ;I h ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ \ l r ) l c ~ ~ l [  rlllc.cn 11~1111c'cl l<'l(tll. 

Sl~c, st~hrni LLvil , I I I C ~  go( p~-oLcx-Lioli ,111~1 \viLll 
1lc.r c-o~~vi~icc., lie. rn,ll.clic\ci to\vords [l ie> ~vcsL. 
(;uj,lr,ll ~ ~ 1 s  occupic.ci 'lnd Lhc K,lsl~miris 
t11c11 c~n~c~rc~cl in10 ~ l i c c i ~ y  e)iI>w,lrik,l. Thi~s ,  



the einpire of Laliladitya becamc the most The empclror grilllted jagiris to his dc- 
powerful empire since the clays of the pen~lant kings. The vanrluisi~ed rulers and 
Guptas. the subjugdled people were ordcred to 

adopt various cliaracterislic marks by which 
Corrqrieror of Mirrdrrstnrr their clefeat at lhe hands of the Kash~niris 

But the Kashmiris became uneasy n t  coulcl be illL~icn~ccl, will, the passage of 
prolonged haltage and decided io iii,~rch tin,e, [hese c~,aracterislics became 
back. The king admonished them to strictly habits. snle of tl,e subjugated were 
observe disciplille. However, king ordered to sa\re llalf of  their head. Such 
turned his attention towards the estern otl,er marks of bondage were forccLl upon 
parts of Afghanistan. Cities after cities fell valIquishec~, still his attitude towards 
and the people fled away to the moutains. vanquisl,ed people was magnanin,ous 
Now, heca~ne face to face, with tlleCnliy11- J n,unificient, 
ate of Islam, which had extendeel 10 bor- 
ders of Afghanistan by then. 

Pnrihnsaylrrn 
While the Arabs were making cfforts 10 Lalitaditya was a great builder and a 

advance towards Kabul, Lalitadityn got an patron of arts and culture. He created an 
easy opportunily to extend his sway to- enviroment in which a movement of found- 
ward the Indus. After having defeated the ing of big and small Buddhist and Shaivist 
Shahis of Kabul, the king ~ n a d e  his home- temples was manifested. A number of 
ward march from Cilgat. Daradistan was Shrines, temples, cities were built by him. 
completely over-run and occupied. Kal- Pruritus, Latpore, Shadipore and numer- 
hana ren~arks, that the king did not loler- ous other towns were founded by him, but 
ate the continued drinking of wine by the his other towns cannot be traced now. Re- 
Dards and their other sensual habits. After ligious endown~ents were granted for main- 
I~aving subdued them, he conquered some tenence of the Shrines. Huge statues were 
regions towards the north of Kashmir erected at different places. The grand 
especially some parts of Ladakh. viharas at Parihasapura, in Kashmir were 

dedicated to Budclha. Here stood the three 
Natior~nl Glonj conventional huge structures, a temple, a 

Through these conquests, Lnli tacli tya col- monastery and a stupa, built of massive 
lected inany tre~lsures. He hacl subduecl 

stones. The edifice was surrounded by a 
Orrisa, Bengal, Decan, the Punjab, Afghani- city. The emperor got erected a colossal 
sti111, Daradislan, Ladakh, Tibet and some 

statue of Bucldha in copper, in the main 
territory in Central Asia. Many kings sub- stupa. I t  is n pity that Shankaravarmana 
m i ~  tcd and accepted Lalitnditya as their burnt down the city of Parihasapura and 
emperor. He got trom Magadha a huge got demolished these Buddhist vihars and 
statue of Buddha for installation in his the material was used by him for construc- 
capital. It is clear, that Kashmir cornmended tion of temples dedicated to Shiva at Pat- 
the respect of many kingdoms of the south tan. Similarly, Harsha stole away all the 
as well as of the north and t l ~ c  Kashmiris statues and got the111 melted in order to fill 
were fcxtunate enough to find a peat leader, in his treasury. 
to lead thein on the path of nC~tional glory. 



The ancient site at Parihaspura is of 
great historical and archaeological inter- 
est. Prior to the building of a new capital 
here by Lalitaditya, it was Buddhist site, 
where existed tlie royal viharas constructed 
during the Kusliana period. It is an ancient 
niegalith sit, and the plateau was habitated 
by the cave-dwellers of Machilio~i~, which 
lies adjacent to Dever. The Site served as 
the launching pad of space-crafts by the 
pre-historic people. According to Kalliana, 
Lalitaditya built the four Shrines as Vishnu 
Parihasa-kashava, Mukta-Kasheva, Ma- 
liavaraha and Govardhanadliarama here. 
He also built the famous Raja-vihara and 
installed a colossal image of Buddha at the 
site. But the site suggests that i t  lias re- 
mained as such since prehistoric times and 
the king utilised the megaliths available, 
for his edifices. At present, the foundation 
of five ruins are available at tlie site. I t  is 
probable that tlie records of [he fourth 
Buddhist Council, held during tlie reign of 
Kanishka are buried here under the huge 
megalith in the cen tre of stupa towards tlie 
south. Lalitaditya patronised Buddl~is~ii 
and built a monastery at Ushkar, which 
has been partly excavated now. Here, lie 
built a large vihara, with a stupa. He also 
built a Vishnu temple for 1isIinic.nt. Ou- 
Kong, who reached Kashmir in 750 A.D. 
from Candhara, spent four years in this 
monastery. According to Kalhana, Harslia 
destroyed those Buddhist monuments rutli- 
lessly, despite wailings of tlie Kudclliists, 
who entreated him to spare the gods from 
liis wrath. 

Martanda 
Lalitaditya go1 reconstructed on the old 

foundations, the fan~ous shrine of tlie sun 
at Martand. Its position is superb and i t  
rests on a plateau overlooking the valley. 

Perhaps, i t  is one of the most striking 
monuments of the Kaslimiri architecture. 
Its spacious courtyard is enclosed wilh 
closal stone pillars raised at different points. 
During his reign, gold, silver and copper 
statues made by the Buddhist craftsmen 
were put in these shrines. His example was 
iollowed by the queen, liis niinisters and 
officials. Tlie emperor did not ignore the 
works of publicutility and during hisreign 
many irrigation works were completed. 
Tlie Sun temple of Martanda appears to 
have been remodelled at differnt periods. 
It was initally constructed by the Greeks of 
Kashmir and was later renovated by the 
Kushanas and also by the Hun ruler, Mihim- 
kula. I t  was again reniodelled by Ranadi- 
tya (ind fi~ially reconstructed by Lalitadi- 
tya. Its three plinths have come ~o the light, 
uptill now and its walls appear to have 
been remodelled or strengthened several 
times by refixing of stone slabs, thus hid- 
ing the inner mural decorations. Its court- 
yard has also becn enlarged and shortened 
from time to time. Theshrine lias reniained 
Jewish, Zorastra~n, Buddhist and Shaivite 
from time to time and its compostion and 
ch,~r,~cter represents a composed and niixed 
culture whicli is Jewish, Greek arid IHindu 
at tlie salne time. Metal detecors show 
abundance of metal beneath i t  with a band 
of radio-active waves. The place is a mega- 
lithic site of pre-historic times and niiglit 
have been used as a launcliing pad by the 
ancient aslronauts. 

Az1nrrti-Vnrrnr~ir 
With Avantivarrn;ln, who c,111ic lo power 

in 655 A D Vaislinav~sm and Sliaktaism 
attained prominence in Kashmir. He pi -  
tron~secl SIi,3ivisni, which was propounded 
by Vasugupta, the author of Shivas~~Laras. 
IHenceforth, the Inassess were altracted 



towards Shaivism and Buddhism lost its 
importance as a prominent religion of the 
valley. The only remnant of the Buddhist 
literature in Kashmir is Avdhana-kalpalata 
by Ksemendra of the 11th century. This 
manuscript is available in the Tibetan and 
Devangiri scripts. In order to bring com- 
munal harmony between the Buddhists 
and the Shavites, Ksemendra wrote Dash- 
avatar-charita. Every verse of this book 
advocates socialistic and democra tic ideas. 

Being sagacious, Avanti-Varnmi~a at the 
outset of his reign subdued other disconding 
factors and effected improve~nents in his 
administration. Some new appointments 
were made and Sura was bestowed with 
the post of the Chief Minister. His reign 
brought an era of peace and prosperity to 
the valley. Religious activities, pertaining 
to Hinduism were resumed and shrines, 
te~nples and ma tlias were built by him and 
his ministers. He was a great patron of art 
and letters and during his reign, learned 
men and scholars came to kashmir from 
abroad and were placed on important posts. 
Kalhana credits him with having built many 
monasteries for the benefit of ascetics. The 
Town of Avantipur, Suurapur and Suyapur 
were founded by him. 

Aruarrtiylrr 
Awanti-Varmaua founded the Lown of 

Avantipur, where under his pltronge, the 
Kashmiri architects produced a group of 
temples dedicated to Vishnu Awanlieshi- 
ara. Both these ten~ples are the products of 
n ~ n  tured architectural experience of the 
Kashmiris of that age. The main shrine of 
Awantisavamin isenclosed by a courtyard 
and adorned with graceful pillars and cells. 
The monolithic pillar with Caruda stands 
near the entrance which is decorated with 
a crocodile and R tortise. The main shrinc is 

built on a double base which is intact. The 
sculptured relief on the stair represents 
Vishnu seated between his two consorts. 
Among the group of the gods, two figures 
represent the king and the queen, who are 
donors of the temple and they are pro- 
fusely attired in royal garments.TheAvan- 
tishvara temple is enclosed pillars. 

A group of six temples at Naran-nag in 
wangath, were also founded by the king. A 
matha for pilgrims to the sacred lake of 
Cangabal was also constructed here but is 
in ruins now. 

Suyyfl 
Suyya, who is remembered as a great 

engineer up-till now, lived during this 
period. Of humble origin, he rose to the 
position of an engineer and conducted the 
first soil survey in the valley. He not only 
drained the valley and reclaimed waste 
laud but regulated the course of the Jhelum. 
The city of Suyyapur, now known as  Sopore, 
commemorates his name. The course of 
the river, which had been closed due to the 
blokade of rocks was trenched and the 
rocks were dragged out of it. Dams were 
also constructed by workmen under his 
supervision at several places and a net- 
work of irrigation canals was started and 
many villages sprange out of the marshy 
tracts. Tree plantation o n  both sides of the 
river banks was his innovation. Under his 
supervision, different categories of land 
were examined and people distribution of 
water was arranged. His irrigation projects 
resulted in the abundance of agricultural 
produce and prices of foodstuff became 
low. Flood protection measures were taken 
by him, with the result that the valley was 
saved from floods for hundreds of years 
after h i~n.  



So~irknra-Vori~~nirn 
After having succeeded in clel'ealing his 

kingsmen as well as his iocs, hc conic to 
power in 883 A.D. In ordcr to reg,lin the, 

old glory of Kashmir, lie org,l~~i..;c.cl ,In 
army whicli consisted of "ninc~ lalclis ol' 
foo l  soldiers, three hiinclred eleph,~nts, ijncl 
a lakh of horseman." He penetr,>tecl into 
tlic Punjab and conquered the town of 
Gujmt. He is said lo have siibj~~g~ilc~cl I-lnz,lra 
ancl Kangra also. Further conquesls were 
~nacle by him on the banks of the river 
Indus. 

I > e s t r ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~  o f  P11riJinsflprrn1 
Lalitaclitya's grc'itness is mnn~lestccl 111 

the creation of pIienomc.nally exte~isi\/e 
stn~ctures at P,lriliasnpur,l. 1 laving founded 
the town, he raisecl the three con\wnt~on,il 
Buddliist edifices, a stupa, a ~cmplc  and a 
monastery. These structures \%.ere of ab- 
nornial dimensions. All these build~ngs 
were constructed from n i a s s i \ ~ ~  stoncs. 
Tlicsc ivere tlie most impc>rt,l~it liucldlil~t 
structures for ~ : h i c h  Kashm~r coulcl Ii'i\fe 
surpassed Barnipail. 

But its complete destruction '3 t the hands 
of Shankaravarmana is most rcgretable. 
Being anti-Buddhist, he ren~oved enormous 
building materi,~ls from the site to P;lttan, 
wl~ere  hc built lwo Sliiva tcmples. About 
sixly-four rich old sanclu~lriiclh wclrc~ plun- 
dered b y  him unclcr tlie pretext 01 reli- 
gious reforms. H e  further c o n ~ ~ r t c c l  a11 the 
Buddhist viharas into Vaislin,l\/a temples, 
which resullecl in the dccadcnct. of thc 
sculptural art in Kashmir. At present tlie 
whole area of Pariliasapura is covered with 
a huge mass of scorched debris. 

when lie was deposecl by the Tantrins. He 
was again, restorecl to [lie throne in 935 
A.D. He bestowed officcs on his hclpers 
ancl favouriles but in spite of it, lhc Tan- 
trills clid not feel satisficcl. Tliep wanted 
adequate bribes and the king coulcl give 
then1 nothing for he had no ii~oney i11 his 
treasury. I-le fled away and succeeded in 
gelling the support of Sangrama, the lender 
of thc powerful Dainaras. In a battle, which 
was fought at Padampore, nearly six thou- 
sand Tantris l'cll in the balllc field. Chakra- 
vamnn saving won, macle '1 triumphnl entry 
into the capital. I I ?  , i v e n g ~ ~ I  himsclf by 
killing ,311 I~is  opponents. After that, he 
aL~kincloned himself to the life of pleasure 
ancl oxhaustcd his treasury on flal-ters, bards 
ancl parasites. I-le took foreign dancing 
girls in tlie royal seraglio and Hamsi, the 
clomba dancing girls became the chief queen 
ancl the low caste dombas rose to power. 
With the pntronge of tlie rluecn, they were 
postccl as l~igli ol'ficinls ancl even became 
ministers. The Dnmaras, who I i ,~cl  helped 
the king in reco\~ering liis kingdom got 
alarmecl. Some of them entereel tlie royal 
chamber and killed him. Unmaltavanti was 
then installed as the new king of Kashmir. 

Qirccil Didda 
Kse11iagi1pta succecclecl Iiis father in 950 

A.D SensuLll oncl \vicious by nature, he be- 
came still morc wicked when hc came to 
the throi~e. A Iinbilu,il drunkarcl, hc. ab- 
sorbed himself with his parasites i l l  wine 
ancl wonien According to Kalhana the 
royal court became an assembly of whores, 
villains, idiots ancl corrup lors of boys. The 
king himself was a sliamcless brute who 
i n d u l ~ e d  in soclomy and spent his spare 

Chukm-Varrnnria lime. in lack,ll hunts and plunder. The 

ijeing a cllillj, lie mipneej ilndcr f m ~ i i x ~ ~  Iluddliist vihara of Jaycndra wds 

p~lilrdiallsIlip of his motller for 10 yrar.;, PL't ('11 h r ~  L'Y 11'11' after ~l l l l lder i l l~ :  



Look plr l  111 ~ l l  t l l t l  ,il~~,iirs 01' t l l c  n,a1111 ,111~i 

l 1 c ~  I I C ~ T ~ I Q  \v,ls i~isc~.ibc.~i 011 t l i e ~  L - ~ I I I I S ,  Tllc 
king ~iL~o~rL~ccl I i i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ l l  111 ~ ~ i c ' r r > ~ - ~ i i , ~ k i ~ i g ,  
\ \ , l~ i l c s  lhc L ~ L I L ~ ~ I I  L ~ \ L T C - ~ X ~ L I  till roy,il p ~ \ \ ~ -  
(.I->. I>id~l;l, bci~igc~\:lrc~mt~l\~li~-~~nLioucl l~ael 
I I L T  O\I , I I  rot111~15  il ill^ lllc, 111i11istc,rs, so lliat 
I I O I -  rocid LO 111~ 1l1re)nt' c o ~ ~ l d  bc clcared 
I I urn obbl,icle%h. Thc king ciicd uncler 
s ~ ~ > p i c i o ~ ~ s  circi~mst~inccs ,111~1 Lllr yoLlng 
,.\lllli rn,ln\.~l I I \ \ , , I> plac-c.d oli tlw thronc~ by 
l l~c  cli~c'cll, \v110 bt~c'lme Ille. rc9gcnl. I3iplo- 
n ~ ~ l t i c  c -~~~ l~ l i l l g ,  r i ~ t l l l c ) ~ ~  ; ~ l i c l  ~ ~ ~ i c ~ r g c t i c  bv 
~~,rLurc~, she po..;sc)ssc.d inborn i1~1,ililies of 
~-i~lc~rsllip '1 11~1'1s s ~ ~ e l i  S I I ~ ~ L ) L I I L ~ I ~ ~ L I  l~c,r pa 
I L ,  lhc' Llll.o~~c~ol~ K,~sIilnir. ,411 oiiici,llsoi l l iC  

st,lLc' ,111d c\,cn minisler ohcyt~cl hcr ,lnd she 
eiomilialecl L1ic.m. Sllc \vould not tolerate 

\'ll//,~!l ' / - l , i , / ~ , l  l\ ' l lf~~l l , ! l /  disobedicncc and kllr'wr n o  Incrcy. I t  was 
Lrc,,lsurcxs. ~ ' ~ ~ , , . i ~ ~ ~ ~  rc,lics \ v c . ~ l  golelcn 1 1 ~ ~  policy 11oL to J I I O L V  any OIW to become 
sL,,lucs oi ~ j ~ ~ ~ j ~ j l ~ , ~  allcl e,lllcr ele,,l,c,5 p o ~ v r ' r l ~ ~ l  t ~ ~ i o i ~ g l l  to cll,~llenge licrc nu- 
I ;o~  mc'llccl tlncjc-r. ], is  c,rjc>l.s ,Incl L I , ~ , ~ ;  \\,ark Lllorilv. k i n g  su~pic ious  by nature, she 

c,lrrit,d o u l  undc,r ~ii..;o,.e~c,rs l,,, lllc, \\.ouIci 1101 tolpr '~tc~ht~r ministers lobecome 
cc,l,inlunilv li\,ing,ll ~ ~ l c c , c ~ l ~ m , , r  i l l  po\\vrTuI ,lnd she, resortcc1 to political in- 

thc c<ipil,~l. Lrigws, c~slcr~lrncnls ,ind murders to achieve 
Iwr 'linls. U \  slio\zrc~ring  tiecl cl ion at diifer- 

Thc king o i  I.;lhori~l g , l \ ~  hi..; d,lughtc\r, c,nl k,criocls on \rnri<,us millistcrs,s]le m;lcle 
Ilidcli~ i l l  m,irriagc to the king. I t  \\lcis '1 tlicn~ [c) fig111 \vith e'ich oilier ;Incl pcrish. 
p'lilical m,irri,igc~, \vhich 1101 only brouglll 
Ka~hmi r  closer to I l , i rcidis~ci~~,  bul finillly M n / l i ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ' s  ~ < ~ J L ~ / ~ ~ o I I  

under tlw I2oh,>r,l l,ilnily. I~)icld,i ~hougll  111 the mr,inwllilc, hl;lliima~i and P,)tla, 
\,cry yo l~ng  '11 1 1 1 ~ ~  tiliic c)[ m,lrri,igc, corn- tlle prelaiclrrs hntclieci '1 conspirncy ag'jinst 
bi11cd in 1ic.r ch,ir'ic~er ,111 Illc. c1~1,llilic's Lht' quccn , ~ n d  cxpircd to seizc the throne. 
nc,c.dcd for ,1 st)\,erc.ign. l'l~clv cr)llectcd ,I Ibrcc nnd the L ~ L I ~ I I ,  though 



alarmed also made preparations. As her 
position was weak, she restored to politi- 
cal on. She purchased thesupporters of her 
enemies with gold and exhibited affection 
for her powerful minister. 

Through his intervention reconcillia lion 
was brought about between the queen and 
the rebels. The leaders of the rebels were 
given importance and one of the rebels 
Yasodhara was posted as Commander-in- 
Chief. In order to get rid of him, he was 
ordered to proceed against the Shahi ruler. 
As he won a victory he expected royal 
favour but she got him deported. This 
resulted in a mutiny in tlie forces, but she 
averted this danger by sheer courage, 
sagacity and political decent. There were 
other dangers ahead and she faced them as 
a brave person. 

Mlrtirzy 
A fighting started between the troops, 

in the vicinity of Srinagar. The rebels routed 
and their leaders were either killed or 
captured. The queen took a terrible vegeance 
on them. Those captured were thrown into 
the river Jhelum with stones bound with 
their necks. All treacherous ministers along 
with their families were exterminated. 
During this crisis i t  was Naravahana, her 
minister who had stood by her and she in 
return paid him wi tli love and all honours. 
He was appointed Rajanaka or the chief of 
tlie council of the ministers. According to 
Kalhana, she slept, when he slepl, took 
food when he took it, rejoiced in his joy, 
and from sympathy felt dejected when he 
was dispondent. Rul this personal attach- 
ment could not bc useful for all limes to the 
queen. When her a ttacl~menl for him ceased, 
lie was removed by intriguers; Naravalianli 
committed suicide. 

PO liticnl Mfrrders 
Now, the clueell was without any wise 

co~~ncillor and a paramour, she recalled 
Pahalagana who could not refuse the posi- 
tion of lionour and wordly pleasures. 

Didda used sex for political aims but 
her son became sick Lo see her evil conduct. 
He started questioning his mother about 
her ways, but she was not a lady to be 
questioned. Abhimanyu could not under- 
stand that tlie interests of the crowm were 
more dear to her ancl she had to save them 
by whatever means she could employ. In 
order to forget himself, he absorbed him- 
self in wine and women and died of con- 
sumption. The qucen, felt sorrow for her 
deceased son and became mild and kind. 
She started works of piety and many shrines, 
monasteries and temples were constructed 
through her efforts. This way of life was 
short- lived and she again came to the 
forefront to handle agg1tirs of the govern- 
ment. Nandigupla, who had replaced 
Abhirnanyu began to question about her 
lust for pleasure. Didda was not a person 
to tolerate such interrogations and re- 
stored to political murder. Nandigupta also 
died in suspicious circumstances. Now, 
she placed lier grandson, Tribhunava on 
the throne. Uhimagupta, child on tlie throne. 
During all lhcse years Didda was tlie real 
power. Tlicse nominal child kings came 
and went but her power remained like a 
rock fixed and unmoved. During all these 
years she had to face many enemies but 
made full use of gold and sex to overcome 
all her difficulties. Sex as an instrument for 
furthercnce of crown interesls developed 
,is an institulion during lier reign. Didda 
changed paramours from time 10 timc and 
macle ~hcni  to fight c;lcli other and perish. 
She resorted to polilical murdcrs, so as to 



gain political s~ipremacy. She kept Hhirna- All this shows that she was very cun- 
gupta in prison where he was also tortured ning and tactful. Everything is fair in love 
to death, because he dislikes her immoral and war, was her maxim. In wars, she 
conduct. played tricks, resorted to political treach- 

ery and in love she did not hesitate from 
The Moiiarch murder. Inspits of her extraordinary quali- 

Having removed 'l1 'laimants to ''le ties, she was suspicious and fickleminded. 
throne, she in 980 A.D. resumed all powers Her were not mntinuous, was 
absolutely in her own hands. She made her enmity- personal character was 
here chief paramour, Tunga, a letter car- l-,ot hig-, indulged in excessive 
rier, her chief minister and began to live sexuality. She was and this lust 
openly with him. This could not be taler- for power increased as she advanced in 
ated by the a age. She exercised influenceat the court for 
conspiracy against her and her lover. They assumed the duties of a 

from sides regent, then she virtually exercised the 
Vigrahara~at becalne their leader The Brah- pc)rser finally, she herself be- 
mans succeeded in enraging the ieeling of came r u l e r  l t  goes to her credit that 
the against Tungal "lt i n  through her own effc>rts, she became a sov- 
they wanted toreinove Di J d a  But she was ereign tl,c,sP 'ldYS when i t  was very 

cle\rer she again use 'jifficult for a womcn tobe even the lllaster 
of gold purchased certain il l f luel ' t ia l  of llousel~olcj. 111 fact, she was one of the 

Tungar 'low came for'"ard greatest and the ablest rulers, who have 
in warth look a revenge 'l' the adorned the throne of Kashmir through- 
rebels who were murdered ruthlessly. Thus, out  
again the queen succeeded in averting. 

Mah~nlrd J~r~jndcs Kndzinir 
Queen Didda, in order to divert attention the middle of the 8th celltury, the 

Of the Ordered an Arabs had gained control of Cilgat, which 
expedition against Rahouri, Tunga, who posed a real threat to the valley, which had 
took part in this campaign, burnt down the earlier also witnessed an invasion by the 
capital of Rajouri and made the raja to Arab forces of Mohammad-bin Qasim. two 
surrender' The net Of war was another attempts by the Arabs to conquer 

people past the Kashmir llad failed. But, i t  was in the 11th 
other novles thinned in this expedition. century that a serious attempt was made 
Tunga after this victory abstained unlimitecl by Mallmud of Ghazni to occupy the 
favours of the queen. Before her death, the ley, situated as i t  was, 
queen nominated SomgamaraJa as her Kashmir dit not fall in his line of advance 
successor. but the help, which Trilochanapala, the 

Estimate ruler of the Punjab, had received from the 

For nearly half a century, Didda over- Kashmiri king, enraged him. 

shadowed everyone in the realm. Nominal 
kings succeeded one after the other, but 

Mahmud, in order to punish, 

Didda remained supreme. 
Samgramraja tried to enter the valley from 



tlie Tos l i~~ia idan  route bu t w,ls stoppccl by 
tlie Kashmiri forces at Loharkol. Duc to 
heavy snow fall, lie lost much of his troops 
and  escaped to save his lifc. I11 order lo 
retrieve liislionour, lie again set oul in 1021 
A.D. from Caznah to invade K,isliniir. This 
lime, lie again rnllu\ved thesamt. roule ,111el 

the Kashmiris stoppeel him ,?l I .oliarkot 
Tli~sconvinccd him about theimpregnable 
slrcnglh ol the Kashmir ki~igclom ancl Al- 
Geruni had to remark tliat the Kasl~miris 
are  p a r t i c ~ l ~ ~ r l y  ,inxlous about (lie n a l ~ ~ r ~ l l  
strcnglh of their country and,  lliereiore, 
hike always niucli care to kclcy (3 strong 
hold up011 tlie c11 tr,inccs ancl ro'ids lel~cli~ig 
i~ilo ~t 

h ' / l l ~ / i l l l  11171;t~'lf 
The Dar,icls ha \ , i~ lg  been tlcie,itccl 011d 

humiliated clicl no( rcsl and Ilrnli,lmar,~j,i 
\vent to tlie king o i  t l ~ e  I1,irdisl'in oncl 
invited hini Tor [lie conquest ol' Kasl1mir. 

Subseq~~ent ly ,  Acalamangaln co~iibi~iccl 
wit11 scvc11 mleeclia priiiccs, ~n\, 'iclc~l Lhc 
\,alley but were st,iin In the bnttlcol Kliuyrul 
This rclercnce to the‘ mleecli,i In\l,lsloli 1s 
\(cry important, b ~ c ~ l u s c  llic. 13,irt~cls bul 
tli,ll time, liacl cwbr,icccl Isl,im ,ind tli'lt 
'iccounts lor thc lialred shown by thc Kdl- 
h,in,i, towards llicm. Stein also supports 
tlie view t11at by the mlccch,~s, Knllian 
nic,ins [lie m u s l ~ m s .  Jonaraja 'ilso rem,irks 
at ,I place that tlw kingclom to Kashmir wlis 
polluted by lhc. evil pr,lctlcc's 01 the 
nilt~c.ch,ls. 

With the clc ,~t l~ of two Sliolii princcls, 
Annntn lost his capilble ailvisors. l Ie ni>w 
c~lnie ~111der the direct influence of his qLlc.cn, 
Suryi~m~lLi. Will1 lhc 13ralimii1is, who crc- 
alccl turmoil w i [ l ~  their fasts, she  iollowecl 
n policy o f  appesemenl.  They wclrc given 
co\vs, horscs, gold, jc\vels ancl ollicr prcs- 

ents. She also orclercc1 conslruction of  
temples for the Shaivites, Ksenie~idra 
compilecl some o i  his famous works, in- 
c lud i~ ig  Desopndesli ancl Rharatimanheri 
during this periocl. Yognraja ancl Eillia~ia 
wrole commentaries on thc works of Abhi- 
navagupt~i .  

K n l o s n  
Ailer the coronalio11, s o ~ ~ i c  of the old 

nobles especi;llly I2anditya and I-lilladliaril, 
incluced the ex-king Ananta, to resume 
roy,il power, Kal'isa remaincc1 '1 king in 
name only ' ~ n d  thc ,)ifairs of the rcnlm 
were Iia~idlc~il b y  Lhc qucvn mother, Kalasa, 
o11 the ol1ic.r licind \v;lntecl lo enjoy tlie 
plc.,lsurcs ol' lilc ,111d &is such, occupied 
l ~ i m s ~ l i  in ivomcii. Illt. kcspt [our queens 
'incl m,iny courtcsans, Kalliana has given a 
Inngaccou~ i~  of llic) kings procllrers and Iiis 
sliameless acts. One  ol' his procurers, Clia- 
ll~iikya, by nanie, who had bccn given the 
titlv Tliakura by him, had illicit reliltions 
ivilll [lie king's sister a~icl her claughtcr. 
7Tliis led 10 an open raplure bct\veen tlie 
i,illic.r 'ind thC son. Kiilasa was so ~ i ~ ~ i d  in 
sills Illat his belicis cl~iingecl ancl he I-liought 
sin to LW a \firlue. I~lc roa~necl from house at 
nigh1 ill se,ircli of \vomc.n.. His father, An- 
antn nncl his mot l~cr  Sury'imati, filled with 
s h i i ~ l ~ e  a1 the co~icl \~ct  of their son t ho~gh l -  
of renioving him from the throne. I~laving 
i;lilccl they we111 10 Aw,intiyora with de- 
terminnlion to l c ~ ~ \ ~ e ~  l l ~ ~  coulilry. l i ~ ~ t  Kalnsa 
'i11cI liis \vifc> ,1ppro,1cl1i~~l 111~rn and t~rouglit 
l l ie~n b,ick. K,~l,is,i ,lg'iin took to llic liccn- 
lious lil'e in ~vliicli lie sutfcrecl public dis- 
grace. Thc olcl king, Ananl ,~  a~icl his queen 
got disgustcc1 alld Icit ior Belibcliara wilh 
their Lreiisury, Iiorses and servants. 

IJrstrrrctioir of S11 iz~n-Vijrrynslr.r)rn 
Knlasa, madc yrepar,ltions lor flight 

ag;li~ist Iiis f,?lhcr. klc collected fool-sol- 



diers and  raised funcls Tor his army. I lav- 
ing ror~ned a huge force, he marched against 
his father. But the queen motlit~r s e c ~ ~ r c d  
an armistic between tlie two but Ai1,intCi 
in his heart cherished the desire to punish 
Iiis ungrateful son. The hostility betwcc~i 
the father and the son day afler day. Subse- 
cluently, tlie Brahmans started hunger strike 
to bring peace but without any result. 

On  the other hand, Kalas(3 cicstroyed 
soldier of Ananta by poison, fire and sworcl. 
He even burnt down the sacred s1irintt.s of 
Slii\la-vijayslivara nrliicli lotally per~.slicd 
in the fire. The shrine of Sliiva-vij,lysIi\f,ira 
was a tirtha of great sanctity. 

The conference was held in liis capital city 
of Srinagar. I t  is significant tliat the king of 
the Ih r ads  ancl otlic~r chicfs of the n i ) r t hc r~~  
terrilories were ni)t invited to this asscm- 
bly, because they ha3 alre,idy acccptecl the 
mi~sl im rule. We Iia\~e earlier sec11 Kalhana 
complaining about the predominance of 
[lie Darads, the Damaras and the Uivaras 
in the kingdom. These people had accepted 
lslani and a c c o r d i ~ ~ g  of Jonaraja were pol- 
luting puw air of the valley by the evil 
practices and usages. We Ii(lve also sccn 
tliat Kalasa organisecl his sccret services 
and look mucli prt~cautions about tht. J i -  
ems, ~ v h o  h,lcl penc\tr'itcd into the \.alley 
and mixed wit11 thc local people. We Iia\,e 

- ~ 

also seen that the muslims of Dardistan 
The king and the queen lost everything ha cl been in\litecl by Rr(~hmaraja to con- 

but still they managed to repair the burnt q ~ ~ e r  Kashmir and their expedition had 
houses and purchase new stores. Ananta failt~~l,  due  to limely aclion by Knlasn. I t  is 
invited Harsha, the son of Kalasa, whom evident that the king wantcc1 to forge a 
he desired to place on the throne to live united front oi the Iklind~~ rajas against llle 
with him. This created suspicioun in the . 

~nroads  of the Muslim sultans. Probably, 
mind of Kalasa. this iv,is the second call of unity after that 

Pro-Hiridu Allinrrce 
I t  was Kalasa, who  sensed the incoming 

danger of the penetration of the niuslini 
sultans. As such, the king took certain 
measures to strengthen his position. 
Vamana was n u d e  the Prinie Minister, 
who confiscated religious endowments and 
filled up the roy'il treasury. Kalas<i sup- 
pressed the Damaras and exiled Uijjn, who 
liacl led the unruly elements in the king- 
dom.  The king of Ijazara, who had rebcled 
was defeated and brought into submis- 
sion. The king asserted his authority in the 
surrounding principalities and in order to 
create a rinli of buffer states around his 
kingdom, convenecl a royal conference in 
1087 A.D. l t was attended to by the Rajas of  
Cliamba, Kangra, Lahora, Bhadcrwah, 
Kishtwar, Hiizra, Rajouri and Bandipc)ra. 

Lltknrsn 
Utkarsa, though related to the king of 

Kashmir, was a foreigner to this land. He 
had been callecl from Lohare and his acces- 
sion was facilitated by the greedy courti- 
crs. Utkarsa gave bribes and presents to his 
iollowers, but the proplc w,intecl Harsha 
to succeed his f'ither. 

IHarsha's brother Vijaymallci rose in re- 
bellion against the king., with Lhe help of 
his fc>llowers and the Damaras, who started 
arson and looti~ig. The city was set on fire 
, ~ n d  tlie people went to the prison to save 
Harsha. After o b t a i n i ~ ~ g  his freedom, the 
citizens garlanded Harslia and went in 
procession to tlie royal palace, l-Iarsha 
,~sc~ndec l  the throne., with the hclp of the 



people. A revolutio~i had taken place and 
the people has asserled tlieir right of elect- 
ing a king. Utkarsa was captured and ini- 
prisoned alongwitli followers. He com- 
mitted suicide with a pair of scissors. Thus 
died he, at the age of 24 years after having 
ruled the country for only 22 days. 

Hnrshn 
Harsha's accession to the throne marks 

a new era of benevolent and beneficient 
kingship. He had seen hardships, niisfor- 
tunes and miseries. Thus, lie was alive to 
tlie needs of the sufferers. Kalliana, gives a 
beautiful description of l-larslia's mixecl 
character. He was liberal ancl at tlic snmc 
tlme hard; was kincl and even cruel; \v'is 
famous for pious works through n sunncr; 
a fine example of mixed character; ~lort l iy 
and unworthy at tlie same time. While 
praising his physical beau ty, Kalliana says 
that Harsha was of a dark recldish com- 
plexion, his face was round, his eyes were 
clear and lie had a bushy bu,ircl. He had 

broad shoulders, big arms, narrow waist 
and a super fine personality. His voice was 
clear and charming. 

Colrrt 
Kalhana gives an elaborate account of 

the splendour of Harsha's court., which 
was magiificient and exhibited ponip, show 
and grandeur. His ministers and council- 
lors attended the co~lrt with niag~iificient 
attire. They wore golden bracelets, chains 
and ornaments. I lis court included schol- 
ars soldiers and saints In order to ensure 
s p e ~ d y  jusllcc, Lh~3 king I~ncl got hung big 
bc.115 a t  111s pcllcicc gate, through which the 
p c ~ ) p l ~  ~iilormed him of tlieir reyresenta- 
Lions. N o  imporlnnt change in tlie official- 
dom was made by Harsha and the old 
officials retained [heir previous jobs. The 
rebel leaders were set free and placed on 
tlieir own posts, except No~ika and a few 
other, who were executed. The king re- 
warded his followers with gifts and 
a ypoin~me~its 



Co~rsyiracy 
Vijaymalla, who had helped tlie king to 

secure the throne, became the chief coun- 
cillor of the king. He fell prey lo the advice 
of the wicked and entered into n conspir- 
acy against Harsha, who was to be invited 
to a religious function and sacrificed there 
But the king had been informed about the 
intrigue earlier and had taken all precau- 
tions. The followers of Vijaymalla started 
the offensive by attacking the royal forces, 
but his followers were cut to pieces. I-It. 

fled away alongwith his witc, on a horse 
back to Daradistan, which was peopled by 
the ~nuslims. He was received with Iiospi- 
tality by the king of Gurais, who very 
much likcd to fish in the troubled waters. 
Vijaymalla asked for help ancl the Darcis 
were too glad to afford him all facilities. 
His army having been equiprecl by the 
Dards, he invacled Kashmir, ,lt the oppor- 
tune moment, when Lhe Damnrnh had cre- 
ated confusion in the realm. A11 accident 
changed the fate of Vijaymalla who ciiecl 
under an avalanche, near Ballal. TheDarcls 
returned to their ho~nes, and Harsha was 
saved from external invasion. 

Irlrroz~a tiorrs 
Harsha was a man of new iclea ,111cl 

hence inade new experi111t.n t5 in [he realm 
of art and culture ile introcluced new 
fasllions, which were more clcg,i~nt ancl 
dignified. The people hacl n o  11,lir clress 
anci kepl their loose, but llic. k ~ n g  intro- 
c i~~ced new hair ciress for the mosses The 
people in gener,~l could not use rings hilt 

People appeared in his assembly hall 
with waving pallnleaf tans, adorned with 
forehead marks of sandal ointment and 
waving sparking daggers. The ladies of 
the upper classes wore garlands of golden 
thread, used collyri~~m for beautifying their 
eyes, kept their brcasts dresses in jackets 
and looked extremely fascinating dressed 
in male attire. 

Pa trorrnge 
Flarsha was a greal patron of the fine 

arts, literature and crafts. He honoured 
ancl retvardecl the learned. Himself a poet 
of high order, he p'1tronised poets. He was 
fond of singers and Kept them in his court. 
Fliniself an artist, he loved fine arts, and 
gol constructed fine and massive build- 
ings. Kalhana pictures to us Harsha, as an 
embodiment of excellent qualities. He 
I'ouncled many shri~les and made religious 
endowments for the hungry, the sick and 
the helpless. He always gave cows, pres- 
ents;, ancl alms to the Brahmans. Under his 
patronage, meclings and performances 
were held during night, in his assen~bly 
hall, which used to be illuminated by one 
t11ous;lncl lamps. Kalhana has preserved 
for us a graphic picture of such 'lovely 
night meetings. The king was liberal and 
gave mucl1 of his father's hoarded wealth 
(0 the people. 1;o~lncl oi beauty, he kept 360 
m.~iclens in his royal stmglio. The people 
lelt Ilappy in such found in tlie abundant 
issue of gold ancl silver coins during his 
reign. 

. - 
11e allowecl thenl this luxury. Coloured HARSHAtS ICONOCLASTIC ACTS 
clolhes formerly a monopoly ol  tlic rich 
were also introduced as a iaslliol~. The Among lhe I-4indu iconoclasts wllopre- 
practice of illuminations and fire-~vurks ceeclecl 1 larsha, mention may be made of 
came into voglle. The ki l l8  intru'lucccl golcl Jalauk,~, Kal,lslia 'incl olhers, w h ~  destroyed 
nncj silver coins ivhich \vt.rc ore ,~r[istic L I I ~  Ijuclclhisl v i l ~ n r , ~ ~  ancl relics. The icono- 
th,ln the previous oncs. clism of 1-larsha was not restricted to the 



Budclliist viliaras only but to llie Slii\la 
temples also. In the temple of' liliiniii Snhi, 
lie found a treasury full of silver, gold, ancl 
je\vels. I-le diverled his attention towarcls 
other temples which were the reposilories 
of wealth. R~rlhless spoilatio~i of relib' 7 ~ 0 ~ ~ s  
shrines assumed sc) IIILICII imporliince that 
he appointecl the Turuska Muslims as cap- 
tains iii liis army 10 carry oul t11c \vorl< of 
teniple spc)il,ilio~i was clone by tlit.ni. I-l,irsli,i 
orclered remov;ll of the golcl aiicl silver 
idols ancl collected heaps of such trei~sur- 
ies. In order to defilet the images of gods, 
lie liad excrements and urine pourcc1 ovcr 
their faces by naked mendicaiils \vhose 
noses, feet and hands had rotten away. 
These statues were dragged with ropcs 
ancl no respect was for religious rcelings. 
Harsha desecrated one iiiicl ,111 temples in 
the realm, except the mar land‘^ slirilic., in 
lhe countryside ancl Ri~nilsa\lam~nin lemple 
in the capital. Two statues oi Dudclha were 
saved with great imploration of the Bud- 
dhist. He confiscatecl all riches of [he sacred 
temples for financial consideralions. Even 
the great hue and cry in tlie realn? did not 
deter him from such shamel'ul acts and 
Kalliana rightly names Iiim as Turushn 
Harslia and Stein hiIs Iiintecl 'iboul Llic 
propensity of Harsha towards Isl;im. 

Adzjerlt of the Mirslirris 
Tlie king, in order to divert atlent~on o l  

people, invaded Rajouri ancl laid a seigc of 
the fort but he met with a slrong resistance. 
In the meanwhile, reports canie about the 
penelrations, which the M~islims wc?rc 
making in the valley. Fe,iri~ig t l i , i t  his ab- 
sence from the capital woulci ~nrluce [lie 
Muslim sullans to a full scale inv,ision 
Hnrsha put off tlie seige and returnecl In 
fact the Darads hacl penetrated into tlie 
valley from tlie north, and the 'idvent of 

[lie Muslim in Kashmir was now a malter 
of time. In the meanwhile the l,avanyas, 
who were being persecutecl by the king, 
flecl in a11 clireclions a n d  some of theni 
become Muslims. 

Tlie king of the Dards liad c a p t ~ ~ r e d  the 
forl of D~~gdhaghii t  near Gurais. I-larsha 
ccmsullecl councillors, wlio aclvised him to 
lay ;I seige of the fort at a n y  cost so lliat 
furlher in roacls of the Muslims coulcl be 
stopped. t i c .  hacl no option but to save liis 
kingdom from extcrni~l dangers. l-le col- 
Icctccl a lnrgc army ancl proceeded 10 punish 
the Darcls. l-lis army fought with \~alour 
ancl Look n lie,l\/y loll of theenemy soldiers, 
but clue to h e ~ \ / c y  snow, [lie king was 
forced to retreal, leaving everything near 
the Tragabnl pijss. Tlie Dards pursued the 
king ancl destroyed a big portion of his 
army. Harsha saved himself with the help 
of [lie two princes namely, Uccala and his 
brother Sussala. 1-le had suffered an igno- 
minious defeat at the liancls of the Darads 
ancl Iiis kingdom lay open, now to the 
external penetralion. Harsha had fallen 
low in the eyes of his subjects, wlio desired 
liis clownfilll. Another calaniily \vas ap- 
procl~ing and  i t  came in the shape of a 
severe famine. 

Jnyclsirr~lln 
Jayasiml~~i ascended the throne of the 

k~ngdom of Kaslim~r in 1128 A.  D. The 
general state of aff;lirs, ,it the commence- 
ment of his reign liacl been described by 
Kalliaiia as most precarious, full of chaos 
'incl In\vlessness. The whole kingdom was 
cli\~icled il~icl conlrollecl by the numberless 
Dcjmar,is and olhr tribal chief. The feudal 
lords, who had 'iyyropriated big la~ids  
williout any authority constituted a gre,lt 
source of danger 10 the king. Formcr offi- 
cials, ministers ancl councillors were not 



lovl~l  to [lie eroil n Tliov loo \l c.1 c, bcw~ 011 

crcdl~ng ni1scl1ic.l Ii;ltc.h~ng c o ~ i s p l ~ ~ , i c ~ c ~ ~  ;1nc1 
tornicntlng treason to tlic~r O \ V I I  <id\,,1~i- 
t a p .  Duc to this ~ ~ ~ i l l a p p y  ~Ldle ; l l l c ~ ~ r ~ ,  
lhe masses had bee11 renderecl liclplcss 
and put  to immeasurable suffcrings The 
\vars of S U C C ~ S S ~ O I I  had shatlrv-eel the ccon- 
omy of the kingdom ancl rendt7rc~cl 111 bank- 
rupt, Jaynsimh~i aflcr 111s ;Iccession follo\ved 
a pol~cy  of pacif~c,it~on from lhc b e ~ g ~ n -  
ning. S e ~ n g  bra\'e, resolute '1 d ~ p l o m , ~ l ~ c ,  
Jayasimha defeated 111s eneniics, s~rbducd 
his rivals and crushed his opponents In 
order to safeguard [lie frontiers and m,~k-  
ing his position strong, he c~ltc)rccl 111to a 
matrimonial alliance with Soni,ip,il,i l lis 
forc~nosl enemy, Bliiksliar,~j,i, \ rho  was 
s t~ l l  <ilivc and clic~rishccl liopc*sol sn,itcli~~lg 
the, throne, collc.cted solc1ic.r~ ancl \v,lnlcd 
to take aclvantagc 01  lie j \ ~ ~ i g  1s \r~';lh posl- 
L~on At 111s Insl'ilicc, most of lhc' I),lmar,i\ 
rose in rc.bcllio11 ancl htl him\c~ll Ic~cl ~hc. 
revolt 13ul the k ~ n g  over thc KIi<lscl chlcf 
\vitli bribes, ~ r h o  belr,~yecl his collt~aguc.~ 

Khr~jlnl i  tlrcl Tirrrrskn 
Inlernal \veakncss of the kingdom, en- 

cc>uragt~cl olllcrs to i ~ n \ , , ~ d r  the \.6~lley 
Kllc~ll,ik, whom Jo11,lral,1 Ilas ment~oned as 
K,111,i1,1 Llic l'urusk,l, e11~erc.d Kashm~r during 
t h C  p ~ ~ o d  Thl. king lltd nway towards tlie 
1.1clder \ a1lt.y \v1l11 the result tli,jl Kliajlak 
s11cccr~1c.d in ncc'upyi~ig the throne oi 
Knslim~r u p  to 1287 A D. l-le c11d not con- 
sol~cl,~te his posit1011 liere bcc'~usc his aim 
w,is lo c,lpture tlic throne of Ilelli~ Atter 
crossing the I'~lnjah, KIi~ll,1k alongwith his 
g t ~ ~ i ~ l r , ~ I \ ,  S,~rm,ij\, KI I I  n11cl Rn~cl~r ~ilvaclrd 
[hc LcrriLvr\ 01 I)t>lli~ \\rh~cIi was taken 
gr)\.t~rnc*el by Stllt,ln ill~117-ucl-clin Kai- 
rlu,jb,ld O < ~ L I ~ , I L I ~ H ~  of the v '~ l l t~!  h!/ the 
TLII ks from 1259 A.1) to 1287 A D rcsul lccl 
In st , jrt~ng an era ot an'irchy in tlie king- 
cloni of Kashmir Ailcr the dcpnrlure of 



Khajlak, many feudal lords became claim- 
ants to the throne of Kashmir, Sangrama- 
Chandra who claimed to have driven out 
the invaders, declared that he was the real 
claimant to the throne. On tlie other hand, 
Simhadeva, the son of I,akshlnanadeva, 
declared himself the King of Kashmir from 
his hideout in tlie Lidder Valley. He tried 
to improve the conditions prevailing in the 
kingdom and laid foundations of many 
religious institutions. But in the later part 
of his life, lie seems to have drifted away 
from Hinduism. He openly spoke against 
gods and goddesses witli the result that 
tlie Brahmans got him murdered through 
an ~ntrigue, lest he openly turn n Muslini 
Darya was supported by Karnasu1i;l who 
was the assassin. His brother, Suhadeva 
ascended the throne in 1301 A.D. with tlie 
support of Ramachandra, whose daugli tcr 
Kota Rani became the chief queen. Suliadeva 
was the ruler in name only and tlie real 
power wasexercised by Rani,~cliandr,~ and 
Kota Rani. Other feudal lords were jc,ilous 
of the power of Ramachandr,~ [ind always 
tried to hatch conspiracies for his clown- 
fall. 

Mrrsl i i~~s Pntroiriscd 
Jonaraja informs us that Suliadeva also 

extended his Patronage 10 tlie Muslims 
and many of Lhem, who had come to seek 
employment there in Kashmir, were be- 
stowed witli important jobs in the King- 
dom. Some of them were local converts but 
most oT them had come from outside and 
these also included mercenary recruits. 
Some of them were nobles and descen- 
dents of the ruling families atlained much 
respect and power in the kingdom One of 
them was Shahmira, son of Telialiala, of 
the lineage of Arjuna, tlie hero of Ma- 
habharata. Shaharnira came to Kashmir 

along with his family in about 1313 A.D. 
and was posted as the commandant of the 
castle at Andarkot. His ancestors were 
converts to Islam. 

Gynlyo Rinclrirrn 
Cyalpo Rinchina belonged to tlie Balti 

tribe, which lived in Kharmong. His father 
Bakatanya was the chief of tlie tribe and 
held sway over the area right upto Vakha 
in Kargil. 13y the time, nearly the whole 
pop~~lation ol Baltistan had adopted Islam, 
though they retained their Buddhist be- 
lieves also. I-Iis father Bakatanya was 
murdered by his kinsmen. Afler his fa- 
ther's cletitli, Rincliin,i obtained the help of 
V y , i l r ~  'i~id Tukka ,incl avenged tlie murder 
oihis father. But i l  becamedifficult for him 
to stay at liis palace and as such, lie set out 
towards Kashmir, along with his Buddhist 
follo\vers. He occupied the village of Nilah 
in Lar under the patronage of Raniaclian- 
dra. In the coursc of time, he became the 
over lord of the area and after gaining 
strength started raids in tlie mountains to 
extend his sway. 

Tar-tnr lrlvasiori 
The kingdom of Kashmir disintegrated 

due to the invasion of tlie Tartars in 1320 
A.D. Uulcha, the commandant in tlie army 
of llie king of Turkistan, entered the valley 
througli Baran~ulla alongwith a huge army. 
SuIinde\l;l tried to collect mo~icy from all, 
so as to buy c)tT the inv'lcler but lnilcd due 
to [he opposilion of the Braliani,ins. As 
such, instead of facing [lie enemy, lie fled 
away towards Kishtawar leaving his house 
hold, including his queen Kota Rani, at tlie 
marcy of the invaders. His Prime Minister, 
Ramachandra also ran away towards the 
Lar along with liis riches and the family. 
Thus the whole \/alley was exposecl to the 



invnder by its ruler and i t  was Shaliamira 
alone, who stood at his post and tried his 
best to save the kingdom. 

Llulcha ransaked the valley for nine 
niont l~s ancl finally perishecl in a snow 
ne'lr the Banihal pass. I~a inac l~ ,~~lc l ra  came 
0111 of his hide-out utilising [his opportu- 
ni tv lu his own advan tage and usurped the 
lhrone of his son-in-law. Rincliina ancl the 
other it3udal lorcls, ~v l i o  werc alreacly jeal- 
ous of Ran~acliandra rose in a rebellion 
against [he usurper and slormcd the royal 
p.~l,~ce. TZamacIia~~dr~~ fled a\vay towards 
I,ar, but [\'as cl~ased and killcci by the fol- 
lo\vers of Rincl~ina, who assumed lhe 
g ~ \ ~ c r ~ i n ~ e n t  in his own namc ancl pro- 
cl,~imc~cl hiniself as the king of Kashmir on 
6111 Ilecembcr 1020 A.D. 

l<iirclr irin Elrrbr-nccs Islarr~ 
l3y n stroke of luck once ag'lin a Bud- 

clliist had become tlie king ot Kashmir. 
I-listory liacl repeated itself after five cen- 
turiCs. Rinchina had takcn ad\,n~ltage of 
1 1 1 ~  anarchy tli'it prcvailecl in the valley 
ailcr tllc Tartars hacl Icft the country. BLI t 
cluc. to their c o i n m ~ ~ n ~ i l  oullc~>k, the Brahi- 
n1,ins were not re'lcly to ciccept the Bud- 
clhist rule, \rhich meant a dc,ttli-knell to 
their privileges, which they hacl enjoyed as 
thc most rc\~ersecI caste among the Hin- 
clus. They were. 1\01 prepared ior such a 
c1i,111ge mncl hence startccl intrigues 
ag,li11st new ruler, who wasin , i l i c , .~ \ .  Rincll- 
in;], in ordcr to appease thcm, mi3clc a 
forrn,~l anno~~nceiiicntoihisniarringe with 
Kot,~ Rani. But, still the Brahmans clid not 
icc.1 satisfied and desired his detlirone- 
mtmt. Jonaraja's statement about Rinch- 
in;l's request for aclmittance to the Flindu 
[old is only a conjeclure, for he is silene 
about t he religion thal Rinchin,~ e v e n t ~ ~ ~ ~ l l y  

adopted. Rinchi~ia was a Buddhist and  he 
was eager to obtain the support of the 
I-lindus, to strength by position as a ruler. 
But such a support was denied to him by 
the Brahmans. The Buddhists and the 
Muslims remained a1 his back. i l e  had 
been brought u p  in an enviroment of tol- 
eration. He felt disgusted at the narrow 
attitude and conservative outlook of the 
Brahmans and was drawn towards Islam. 
Me assumed the name of Sadur-ud-Din 
and thus became the first Muslin1 ruler of 
Kashmir. 

Adrnitristmtiorr 
During his reign, Ravanchandra was 

appointed to the post of Commandcr-in- 
Chief and Shahamira was made the Chief 
Minister. He lried to establish peace and 
order in the kingdom. For this purpose, his 
forces s lorn~ed  the strongholds the Dam- 
aras, which had served as tlie chief centres 
of confusion and turmoil in the country in 
the past. 

Rinchina broke their strength and they 
were reduced to ,I state of terror. He also 
broke tlie league of tlie unruly elen~ents  in 
the kingdom and gave rest to the valley, 
ivliich liacl been weary of chaos and disor- 
cler. Jonaraja is all praise for Rinchnia's 
sense of justice and says that he spared 
none, whether minister, friend or son, who 
interfered with justice. At the outset of his 
reign, Suhadeva reappeared 111 the valley 
fro111 Lar wi t l i  his forces but was defeated 
by Rinchina. He fled away again towards 
Kish tawar. There occurred a rising of some 
Hindu feudal lorcls but Rinchina succeeded 
in supressing that also. Now, an abortive 
attempt was made on his life by tlie Brah- 
mans. I t  was engineered by Udayandeva, 
the brother of Suhadevam who incited 



Tukka,oneof the feudal lorcls to kill 12incli- 
ina and seize the throne. Tht. conspitnturs 
struck Rinchina with sworcls in thc vicin- 
ity oi Iclgali in Srinnglir ancl thinking thal 
he  was  clcacl, ran a\vay to thc' p,111~icc\ to 
announce his cleath. But he  regaincd con- 
sciousness and rushed towarcls the palclce 
with his followers. I-lis assail,lnts were 
caught, impailecl upon stakes mid their 
women were also killed by r ipp i~ igopen  of 
their wombs. 

Rinchina founded a wc>llccl rlunrlcr In 
Sr~n;lgar after liis own n;lnic3, known '15 

Rincliinapura He  also built llicl Ilrst moqrluc 
in Srinagar, wliich is known '1s R,iint,in 
~nasl ieed.  He  also built a charily kitchen a1 
Rulbul Lanker in niemory of his religious 
mentor, Jonaraja, has  termecl lhe rule of 
Rinchina a s  the golden age in the history of 
Kashmir 

Rinchina cdied at the end ol' 1323 A.U.  
leading behincl his son named I-l,iicler 
Cliandra froni liis wife Kota RIini. Eefore 
his death he  invited Sliaha~nira to take 
charge of tlie queen and  her son. Kota Rani 
b e c a ~ n e  [he ruler in tlie name of Iler son, 
wit11 Sliahamira as the Prime Minister. 

Kotu Hnrri 
Kota Rani started her rulc%,ls '1 regent in 

the name of her son, Hiiicler-cIianclr,i. Her 
first act was 10 invite Udayan;lclevii [he 
regicide of her husbancl, Rinchina to the 
capital, w h o  was  supported by the Dam- 
aras. In order  to strengthen her position, 
she  also married Udyanadeva in utter 
disregard to the advice given by her Prime 
Minislcr, Sliahamira. Thus she brought clis- 
grace to the royal family by marrying Llic 
enemy o l  her former husb,incl. Secondly, 
without caring ior the claims oC llcr son 

tlaider-clia~idra to lhe throne of Kashmir, 
shc  i~ i~ t i l l l ed  her third Iiushand Uclayn- 
naclc\ra on [lie throne of Kashmir, Shahii- 
nlira [is her Priliie Minister and  as guard- 
inn of I-liiicler-chanclra clicl not approve her 
acts. So in orcler lo remove him from the 
capital. Shiihamira MrilS gr'inted the region 
of Kaniraz in perpelual proprietorship. But 
she could not remove him from tlie post of 
prime minister nor from Iiis position iis 
gunrcj.ian 01. tlniclcr Chandrn, the) crown 
pri11c.e. At the same limll the qllccn, ignor- 
ing llli. cl,iims of the so11s of IZilv,in,l-clliin- 
clr,~, who Ileld lht. posl of Cornmancler-in- 
chiel', nypoi1itc3~1 I;hattn Bliikslian'l, as her 
commii1~der-i11-~11cif and also made l i i~n  
gu,irdian of her second son by Udaya- 
nadeva. The net rc>sult was that the whole 
kingclom was dividccl into two factions 
lee1 by SliaIi,imirii nncl Bliatta Bliikslia~ia, 
as g ~ ~ i r c l i a ~ ~ s  of licr two sons by Iier Lwo 
husbands. Jonar,ijn, the cliro~iicler of tlie 
pc~riocl righlly remnrks [licit llle royalty 
w,is cleb,isecl ~vl ien i t  p'issecl from Rinch- 
inn 10 Ud;~y,lnaclc\~'i, who look n o  interest 
in the affairs of lhe kingdom. 

Acaln At tncks  Knslrrnir 
Kotn Rani hacl ignored tlie claims of the 

sons of I l e ~  bruthcr to the post of Com- 
~i inncler- i~~-Cl~ief .  Acal,i, o~lc. of the sons of 
12,~\~01ln-cIl~indrn, ~ s l ~ o  hacl oblaincd the 
support ol [he Muslims of I'ooncli and 
IZiijouri, miiclc ;l suc1dc.n nltack on the val- 
Icy. 

Udayanadeva, \v110 was a cowarc1 acted 
in !IIC same manner as liis brollier hacl 
actecl nl khe lime uf Uulcha's invasion. He  
flccl away ~owarcls the hills Ieiiving his 
queen, his child 'ind his subjccts 10 [he 
mercy ol' [lie inv,lclcrs. I3ul Slialilimira, at 
this critical junclure plilyed 'II clig~iificd 



role and faithfullv discliargcd his ~1utic.s ,is 
tlic prime minisler of l l iv  ki~igcio~n. I I c ~  
succceclecl in elllisting tlic supporl 01' thc, 
peoplc a~icl tlie army. He faccbcl tlict invcld- 
ers in the battle ground ,31icl s,i\~ccl t l ic  
kiligdom from olher calastrol~lic~. Ilut Kola 
IZani, on tlie other hand, offerecl tlie throne 
to Acala in utter disregarci to the. Icgal 
claims of her sons. At [lie sanie tinic, slie 
invited the followersof her Jt3ad husband, 
Icinchina to take over adminislrciLion 0 1  Ihe 
\~,illPy. Shahamira on the ollic\r li,i~id, sup- 
~ ~ r e ~ s c c l  the feudal cheifs and brougllt peiicc 
lo the. country. After the invacling fvrctts 
Ii,id left, lhc people acclai~neci him ns tlieir 
sti viour. 

Sl~~~lrnrrrirn 
Abtcr this turmoil, Uclay~~naclc\~,i rrl- 

turned to tlie capital ancl \v,is rcccl\.c.d 
i ~ ~ ~ i m i l y  by her quecn Kota Rani, ivlio pl,iz~~cl 
Iiim in charge of thc aclmini.sLration. 1Ic.r 
decision did not find favour wiLh the pcvple 
and the Damaras, w110 IIOW offercc1 their 
allegiance to tlic Shali,imira, rose in rcbcl- 
l io~i .  

Slinliamira, fortified liimsc~l t in the tort 
of Cliakdar and clecl,irecl I-laicler-cli,incl~~ 
the crown prince 'is the‘ king oi I<,islimil.. 
Kot'i R,ini on tlie other li,incl ig~iorccl tlic 
claims of Haider-cliandra a1i~1 ,ippropri- 
a ted the kingdom of Kashmir to hersell'. At 
the same time, slie pro~noted Dlialta Bhik- 
sliiina to be lier Cliief Minister, to [lie 
resentment of ShaIi,~niira. I ler ilcti~31i re- 
sullecl in a turmoil in thc capital, with the 
result majorily ol' the ministc'rs and tlic 
cliicfs sidccl with Sl~~iliamira. Iiaving been 
insulteel and l iu~~~i l i i~ tec l ,  hp m'icle u p  his 
mine1 to make an enrl of the acl\/isors of the 
queen. Kota Rani deputed lier Chief Minis- 
ter, Bhatta Bhiksliana alongwith Avatara 

aliil ollicr nlinislcrs to n i i ik~  ;1 settlcmenl 
will1 him, 1 ~ 1 t  he go1 llicln assnssin,itcd i t i  

Iiis otvri cil~tle. 

Tlrr E~rd 
I-lcr ministers dissuaded her to arrest 

Sliciliamir,i but she made an attempt to 
p~111isIi t11e Icud;11 lords, who had golie to 
the side of Slialiamir~i. Illaving failed she 
shifted to tlie castlc. of Andarkot, leaving 
t l ic  c'ipiL,iI co the mcrcy oiSliahamira, who 
occupied i l  \\*ill1 llic supporl c)f thc Danl- 
arns. Kota Ra~ii lost her mental equilib- 
rium and was arrested by Slialiamira rvlio 
~ L I L  her in prison along\vtih her two sons, 
 the^ crown prince, tiaider-chandra and [lie 
youngersoli, Jatta. A party of tlie Damaras 
trice1 10 rele'isc lier from tlie prison but 
i,iilccl. Sliali,imir,i himself became tlie King 
ol Kashmir i~liclcr tlic' 1illeotSullan Shan~s-  
ucl-13i1i in 1339 A.11. 

Jun,)raja, tlie earliest available authority 
for tlie period says that Kota Rani passed 
lier life as a prisoner alongwith her sons. 
The stories regarding lier suicide are ficti- 
tious inLerpolations made by the Persian 
historians ot tlic later periods. Similarly, 
[lie s b r y  about her m,irriage with Slialin- 
rnir,~ is concocted. 

THE SULTAN ATE (1339-1586) 

The Sultanate period in the history of 
Ki~shmir from the 14th century to the end 
of tlie 16111 century is considered as impor- 
tant period in h e  history of Kashmir. It 
\vas period when tlie valley had its own 
rulers, who were not only great builders 
but also benevolent to Lheir subjects. Most 
oi them did much 10 ,~nieliorate the condi- 
tion of tlie people. Irrigation facilitites were 
provided by construction of canals. Many 
new arts ancl crafts such as payer-machie, 



shawl and carpet weaving, Namda-sazi, 
wood work, were introduced. It was dur- 
ing this period that Kashmir established its 
trade and commercial links with Central 
Asian Countries, the Punjab, Afghanistan 
and Tibet. The valley became an important 
post on thesilkRoute and its branch routes 
to Delhi and Lahore. During the Sultan- 
ud-din's reign (1354-1373) the Kas11111iris 
subjugated Tibet and Jammu but also routed 
the Afghans at Peshwar and subdued 
Kashgar, Badakshan, Kabul and Sind. 
Another great ruler of this period was 
Sultan Zain-U-Abidin, who ushered be- 
nevolent rule for his people. Irrespective of 
religious considerations. He paved the way 
for religious toleration, long before the 
Mughal Emperor, Akbar. During the Sul- 
tanate period, the Kashmiris evolved a 
new humantic philosophys known as the 
Rishi Order, founded by the Saint patron of 
Kashmiri Hazrat Nund Rishi. These Mus- 
lim Rishi played an important role as 
preaches of love, justice, social reforms 
pity and lslamic principles of peace and 
brotherhood. These sultans were patrons 
of culture. During the sultanate period, 
Kashmiris remained not only independent 
but also enjoyed the Kashmiris benefits of 
material prosperity and cultural advance- 
ment. 

SIlarnir (1339-42) 
The Sultan abolished extra taxes, which 

has been imposed on the people previ- 
ously. h~ case of agricultural produce one- 
sixth of the produce was fixecl revenue. 
Thenew ruler established law and order in 
Kashmir in order to check the power of 
feudal chiefs, he raised into prominence 
two tribes, the Magres who were Kashmiris 
and the Chaks who had came to Kashmir 
from Dardistan. The tried to give good 
government to the people. 

Sikander (1389-1413) 
011 Qu tb-ud-din's death his eldest son, 

Sikander succeeded him. Since Sikander 
was a minor, his mother Subhatta acted as 
the Regent. The queen mother and his son 
ruled firmly and when Sikander grew up. 
She ~narried him to Shobha-Devi, when 
Sikander took up the reigns of the govern- 
ment he had to face the revolt of his prime 
minister Udda. Sikander however suc- 
ceeded in capturing him and throwing 
hi111 into prison, where is said to have 
committed suicide. 

In 1398, Timur invaded India. Sikander 
in order to avert an invasion of Kashmir, 
sent an envoy with the rich presents to the 
banks of the river Indus, where Amir Timur 
lay encamped, offering his homage. But 
Timur wanted Sikander to come person- 
ally. After having sacked Delhi, Timur 
started his return journey. In token of his 
success and to inspire awe, he distributed 
elephants among those chiefs who has of- 
fered allegiance to him. As such Timur 
sent two elephants as his present to Sikan- 
der. Now Sikancler set out to meet Timur 
but on reaching Baramula, he came to know 
that Timur had returned to Samarkund. 
An event of great significance was the 
arrival of Mir Syecl Mohammed Hamdani, 
the son of grea t n~yslic Syed Ali Hamdani. 
He was accompained by three hundred 
disciples. Sikander showed much respect 
for the Syecl because his disciple. 

Suba Bhntta who was commancler-in- 
chief of the Sultan abjured Hinduism and 
became a Muslim at the hands of Mir Syed 
Moha~nmed Hamdani. This new convert 
adopted the name of Saif-ud-din and gave 
his daughter in marriage to the Syed. That 
Suba Bhatta had ulterior motives in chang- 
ing his religion cannot be doubted, for he 



aspired to capture the throne of Kashmir at 
a future date. In order to show that he was 
a staunch Muslim he inflicted atrocities on 
the Pandits of Kashmir. The Sultan counte- 
nanced the destructive acts of Saif-ud-din, 
who became the chief tool of the Sultan, in 
the breaking of Statues in the lemples of 
Martand, Bijbehara, Chakdar Udar and 
Baramulla. At the time /izi!/a was imposecl 
on the Brahmins so that they could pres- 
sure their caste from pollution. Rut Ialer, 
the Sultan at the recommendation of Simha 
Bhatta, abolished jiziya. Sikander also rav- 
aged and looted temple property. Before 
his death in 1413, he installed his son Mir 
Khan by his Muslim queen on the throne 
instead of Feroz, who was his eldest son by 
his Hindu queen. 

Slr ltarl Zain-UI-A bidiri (141 9-70) 
Shahi Khan, received the title of Zain- 

ul-Abidin from the outgoing Sultan, Ali 
Shah. Out of love the people Kashmir have 
and still call him Budshah or the great 
king. He was greatest ruler of the Sultanate 
period. His fame to greatness rested not on 
any conquests but for this benevolent 
behaviour, religious toleration and patron- 
age of poets, scholars and artists. He also 
patronised artisans and craftsman. He.in- ' 
troduced various crafts and arts for which 
Kashmir is so famous. He sent Kashmiri 
craftman to Iran and Central Asia to learn 
the art of book binding, wood carving, 
papermachie and making of shawls, car- 
pets and paper. He also invited craftsman 
from other countries to instruct his sub- 
jects in various arts and crafts. 

The Sultan established madrasas and 
partronised men of letters. He himself was 
a scholar and a poet. He wrote two books 
in Persian and composed poetry. In order 

to encourage research and knowledges, he 
established a translation bureau in which 
Persian works were translated into San- 
skri t works intoPersian. He patronised the 
Brahmins and the Muslims divines, alike. 
He got repaired those Hindu temples which 
were dilapidated. 

Tlie policy of religious intolerence pur- 
sued by Sikander was reversed by Zain-ul- 
Abidin who reduced the jiziya from two 
palas of silver to one masha. He even al- 
lowed the Pandiths who had become 
Muslims under duress to revert to their old 
religion. The Sultan participated in the 
festivals of the Pandith and trusted them. 
He ushered an era of religious toleration 
and appointed the Pandi t Brahmins on 
high posts. 

The Sultan took various measures to 
promote agriculture. He got built floating 
islands in which crops were grown. He got 
drained the marshes so as to bring large 
areas under cultivations. He got constructed 
a number of canals two of which--the 
Avanthipur canal and the Martand canal 
still exist. Owing to these measures the 
valley became self-sufficient in foodgrains. 
He got land measured and got fixed state 
revenue, one third of the gross produce. 
But in times of famine i t  was Shams-ud- 
din was succeeded by his eldest son 
Jamshed (1 342-43). He would have proved 
himself to be a good ruler but his power 
was threatened by his ambitious brother, 
Ali Sher who raised the banner of revolt 
and occupied Srinagar. Jamshed, not find- 
ing himself strong enough, fled from the 
capital. Ali Sher later assumed the little of 
Ala-ud-din (1343-54). He was a firm and 
strong ruler. During his reign the Lavan- 
yas revolted but he showed no mercy and 



crushed them. He repaired many build- 
ings and founded the town of Alam-din- 
pora. 

Shahnb-Ud-Dirr (1354-73) 
The new Sultan was a great conqueror. 

After consolidating his position at home, 
he set out to subdue the neighbouring 
chiefs of Jammu, Chamb, Punch, Rajouri, 
Baltistan, Ladakh and parts of north Punjab. 
He defeated the Afghans at Peshawar and 
subdued Western Tibet and then traversed 
some areas of Badakshah and Herat. He 
even defeated Sultan Feroz Shah, the King 
of Delhi. A treaty was signed by which the 
boundaries were fixed at Sirhind. 

Shahab-ud-din was an able adniinistra- 
tor but his exaction of t ~ a j  from liis subjects 
and the regulations that every boatman 
would have to serve the goverment for 
seven days a month without wages was a 
burden. The Sultan was very tolerant 
towards his Hindu subjects. He needed 
money for his expolits but the relused the 
suggestions of his Hindu Ministers to meet 
this exigency by breaking golden and sliver 
statues of dieties. He consolidated his king- 
dom on sound lines and in order to 
strengthen h e  Sultanate, organised his army 
on sound line for the Kashmiri soldiers, he 
built aboul one thousand barracks. 

I t  was during liis reign thal Mir Syed Ali 
Hamdani, a great mystic of Peris canic to 
Kashmir in 1372 with [lie seven hundred 
disciples. The mystics were well-read and 
cultured. The Syed settled in a cloister in 
Srinagar and preached the good tenants of 
Islam. He distributed his disciylcs in the 
Valley wliohad a lifeof virtue,ind piely. In 
this way, they influenced thc locnl people 
lo such an extent that many came to Mir 

Syed Ali Hamdani Lo accept the faith of 
Islam. Mirra Haider succeeded in defeat- 
ing the Chaks who had enlered the capital 
city of Kashmir. Placing Nazuk Shah as 
atulot ruler on the throne of Kashmir, he 
kept administration of the kingdom in his 
own hands and virlually ruled for ten years. 
After having consolidated his position, 
Mirza Haider Dughlat started a policy of 
divide and rule. While he patronised tlie 
Sunni Muslims he ordered hunting and 
destruction of the Shia Muslims in the 
name of the purification of Islam. Their 
mosques and cloisters were set on fire and 
their habitations were destroyed. He even 
ordered digging of graves of their reli- 
gious leaders. Some of the Kashmir nobles, 
having felt bewildered on the atrocities of 
the Mughals decided to kill Mirza Haider 
Dughlat. Having raised the banner of re- 
volt against the intruder, they started at- 
tacking the Muglial soldiers, in the nook 
and corner of the valley. Mirza Haider 
chased them but was himself surrounded 
and in an ambush killed. Thus came toend 
the hated rule of Mirza Haider Dughlat in 
1551. 

CHAK PERIOD 

With the accession of Mohamniad Shah 
the decline of the Sli,~li Mir dynasty be- 
came rapid until1 i t  was overthrown by tlic 
Cliaks. The period was marred by conflicts 
between the Sayyids and Kashniiri tribal 
chief and bet-ween various clans. The 
hostility of Kashmir nobles towards the 
Syeds was due to the fact that they were 
foreign origin. They had come to Kashmir 
and had entered into nia~rimonial alliances 
wi tli the royal family and had risen to high 
position in the State. But the Kashmiri 
chiefs were jealous of tlie Sycds and suc- 



ceedcd in overtlirowing thcm. Bul llie ovcr- 
llirown o l  tlie Syccls did nor bring peace 10 

tlic Valley, for a slruggle Tor powcr was in 
rc,ility beiwecn families of Cliaks, I h r s ,  
M,~t:res allcl Rainas Somelime, tlie Magrcs 
pillcc1 'iscc~ide~icy ,ind si)nit~linic~ the. I),ir.s, 
Rainas or Clinks Rc,il p1)wc.r was t.sc3r- 
ciscd by tlie members of llicsc. clans , ~ n d  
ll iv r ~ ~ l c r s  wc.rc. mere pupyc.1.s 

Aflcr tlic o\~ertlirow o f  Miwa I l a~dc r  
and his followcrs, lcli Raina excrciscd real 
authority, lhough Nazuk Sliali c i ~ n l i n u ~ s  
as ,I tutelar Sultan. In 1552 K,islimir was 
invacled by tlw Afghans, but lcii R,ii~ia, 
\villi lhe help o f  Daulal Clink and I lussai~i 
Magw deic'itcrl him. R'iibat Klia~i tlic 
Aigli,in ~ ~ i v a d e r  and many o i  1115 soldiers 
wcrc killed. A scramblc tor potver bc- 
t\vcen Daulat Clink 'ind Idi Raiua started 
\vliicli rcsulled in tlie victory oT Daulat 
Chak. 

Ylrsrrf Slrnlr Clrnk (1579-5'6) 
At the death of Ali Shah in 1579, he was 

succeecled by his son YusuT, wliom lie had 
dcsign,itcd 'is his successor. 13111 Yusuf 
Shah's succession was clinlle~igcd bv his 
u~>clc\, Abc l~~ l  Cli,ik. I-lc was clcic.atcc1 '~ncl 
killcd ,it Nnuliettii in Srinngnr. I-lonlevcr, 
nnothcr revolt took place which was lecl by 
Syctcl Mubcrilk who wantccl to c,ipture 
~ O L V W .  YUSLI~  SliallJs commander, hlnliam- 
mad Khan, was dctc,il t~I ;1l IiIi1,ill in 
Srinagar. In consequelice, Y~~sul 'Slinh Tlccl 
from ~ , i shmiranc i  Syccl Muber,ikclccliirecl 
liimsc~lf Sultan in 1579. Syccl Mubarilk oc- 
cupicd Lhe tlironc only Tor ,I fc\v monLlis. 
licing sLill consiclcrcd ,is ;I foreigner, the 
K,~sl~miri  noblcs c o ~ ~ l c l  not lolt~r,itehis rule. 
Olic 01 '  them Adbal Bhat in\ritecl Yusuf 
Shah 10 rclurn Lo Kashmir. Yusut Sli,~li 
ciimc, but since hc received no  hclp fro111 

the Kashniiri noblcs, lit1 was dcteated by 
Sycd Mubernk's forces. llut Addal again 
,iroused the noblcs t o  revolt agai~isl 
M ~ ~ r a k ' s S h a l ~  and sent him an invitatio~i 
to Yusuf Shah to return. Re.ilisi~ig that 
opposition lo him had bccimic serious and 
tlial lie would no1 bc able 11) witlistand i t ,  
SycJ hlub.irak g,ivcb up  tlie tlironc. Uut tlie 
Kaslimiri 11obi.l:. instcnd of restoring the 
Llrro~ic to Yusul Sli,~li raisecl l~ ) l i a r  Chak, 
the son of Shanker Cliak lo the tlirone. 

laoliar Cliak ruled only for a year (1579- 
80). YusufShaIi proceeded to Agra in Janu- 
arv 1580 and appealed lo Akbar for help. 
Tlic Mughal Emperor gave him a force 
~ ~ ~ i c l e r  Raja Man Singh and Mirza Yusuf 
12izvi. hi 1580 Yusui Clink defeated Loliar 
Clink at Sopore and became ruler for the 
second time. Hardly hacl Yusuf sat on  tlie 
tlirone than he was faced with tlie revolt by 
I-Iaider Chak, Habib Khan and Yusuf Khan. 
But they were defeated and killed. I t  ap- 
pears that the Mughals had designs on 
Kashmir and they tried to bring the down- 
fall of YusuT Shah in one way or  the other. 
Aflcr w m e  lime, Mohammed Eat, [lie Wazir 
planned to murder the Yusuf Shah, but the 
co~lspiracy leaked up. Next a revolt was 
engineered through Yusuf Shah's own son 
Y,~qub, who wen 10 Kistwar and Joined 
tlnider Chak. But iortunntey, the tnlher 
nncl the son came tosenses and Yusuf Shah 
himscl t proceeded t o  Kis twnr but Haider 
Chak tlecl to 1 .shore, where Raja Man Singh 
took him under his protection and  gave 
him Bhimber and N a ~ ~ s h a r a  'is Jagirs. Now 
an opporlunity had come to Akbar for tlie 
subjug,ition o l  Kashmir. In 1585, Akbar 
sent I-lakim Ali Gilani and Eali,~-ud-din 
Kambu to Srinagnr with orders that since 
lie was near Knslimir, Yusuf Shah sliould 
go  atonce 10 y,iy his respects. Yusuf Shah 



was willing to proceed to Kalanpur, but lie 
was dissuaded by his advisors. They told 
liim that in view of the impending inva- 
sion by the Muglials the Kashmiris should 
strengthen the defence position on the 
borders. All tlie nobles of his court decided 
to face the invador with a strong determi- 
nation. So after a stay of two months, Haluln 
Ali and Bahu-ucl-clin lefl Kashmir empty 
handed. 

Akbar had always claimed Kashmir be- 
cause i t  had been conquered by Mirza 
Haider Duglilat on behalf of Humayun. In 
1560 he had sent an ariny to the the re- 
conquest of Kashmir; but i t  had been de- 
feated. It was not until 1585 that Akbar 
found himself sufficiently free to direct his 
attention to Kashmir. He d e ~ p ~ ~ t c l i e d  an 
army consisting of 50,000 soldiers. Raja 
Bhagwan Das to invade the valley. Haider 
Chak and Sheikh Yukuf Sarfi acted as guides 

for the invading armies. The Mughals 
entered Kashmir bia Paklili witliout meet- 
ing any resistance because tlie Kashmir 
liad left that route undefended, expecting 
the enenly to follow tlie Bhimber route. 

When-the news of the Mugllal invasion 
reached Srinagar, people came lo Yusuf 
and urged him to offer resistance to the 
enemy. Ostensibly lie agreed, but in the 
reality he had resolved to surrender. 
However, owing to public pressure lie made 
arrangements to resist the furlher advance 
of the enemy. The Kaslimiris met the 
Muglials at the pass of Bhulbas. The ~nvad-  
ing forces owing to the stiff resistance ancl 
owing to snow, raln and scarcity of sup- 
plies, failed to clefeat thc Kashmiris. There- 
upon, Raja Ghagwan Das sent two of his 
agents lo Yusuf with n letter slating that 
fresh trwps would sewn arrive, and i t  would 
be impossible For Yusuf to go on resisting 



indefaitly. As such he was advised to yro- 
ceed to the Emperor's presence and sub- 
mit. The Yusuf Shah held talks with tlieen- 
voys the whole night and thc next morning 
he escaped to the Mughal Camp. 

This betrayal of Yusuf Shah did not 
break the spirit of the Kashmiris. They set 
up Yaqub as Sultan and decided to con- 
tinue the armed struggle against the in- 
vaders. They attacked to the Mughals and 
killed three thousand soldiers of the en- 
emy. In the meanwhile, Yusuf Shah con- 
cluded a treaty with the Raja. The terms 
were that the coins would be struck and 
Khutba recited in the name of the Emperor; 
that the ming, saffron cultivation, shawl 
manufacture and laws would be placed 
under the control of Mughal Officers; and 
Yusuf Shah would continue to be the ruler 
of the Kashmir. 

After the conclusion of pease, Raja 
Bhagwan Das left along with Yusuf Shah 
to the camp of Akbar at Attack. But Akbar, 
not only violated the Treaty but also or- 
dered imprisonment of Yusuf Shah. 

The treaty which Yusuf Shah had 
conluded with the Mughals was denounced 
by Yaqub who struck coins and recited the 
Khlrfba in his own name. This was done 
with the consent of Kashmiris nobels who 
rallied round him. But very soon, by his 
own mistakes, lie lost their goodwill. He 
appointed Ali Dar, as i~lcompetent man, 
his wazir. He also become arrogant and 
began to ignore the nobles. Some of them 
headed by Sheikh Yaqub Sarfi proceedecl 
to the court of Akbar and requested him to 
annex Kashmir. 

As soon as Yaqub Shah heard of the 
Mughal invasion, he marched towards 

I-lirapur to repel i t .  fie had already sent 
some troops in advance, but some of his 
commanders had gone over to Mughals. In 
iact, there were so many defections that 
Yaqub Shah got disgusted and decided to 
retire to Kishtwar. t-lowcver, some of the 
Kashmiri chiefs having felt ashmed at their 
betrayal of Yaqub changed their mind and 
decided not to submit 10 tl!e Mughals. So 
they offered resistance, and the Kashmiris 
lost due to defection of its commanders to 
the Mughals. Thus came to end the Sultan- 
ate after a period of two hundred and fifty 
years. Henceforth, Kashmir lost its inde- 
pendence and became a part of the Mughal 
empire. 

The Mirglral Periorf (1585-1753) 
The advent of the Mughals ushered an 

area of peace and progress in Kashmir. 
They knew the art of aclministration and 
governing of the people. They held the 
whole of India under their sway and vari- 
ous communities accepted their overlord- 
ship because they gave them a good gov- 
ernment. The valley of Kashmir, now be- 
came a part of the Indian empire. The 
Mughnls took ,I great interest in the wel- 
fare of the masses. A ~lelwork of the com- 
muncations began as soon as a pleasure of 
the Mughals occupied Kashmir. They made 
Kashmir a summer retreat as well as a 
pleasure ground. Akbar, at the outset 
engaged the Kashn~iris in construction 
acttivities such as the building of the Nagar- 
Nagar Fort. Simultanously, the Mughals 
gardens came into existence. Trade and 
commerce developed and articles of nier- 
chnndise bcgnn to your in the valley. The 
land \ rns  mctnsurcd , ~ n d  the land taxes and 
revenue was fixed. Akbar was succeeded 
by Jahnngir in 1695, who wasemancipated 
like his tather. All of his Indian subjects 



liked him: During his reign, many Mughal 
gardens, like Shalimar, Chisma-Shal~i, 
Naseem Ragh and Verinag were built. He 
claimed that the valley of Kashmir was a 
paradise on earth and he made it as such 
by laying down many gardens. Jahangir 
visited Kashmir eitht times. He laid n ~ a n y  
gardens and serais enrou te from Lahore to 
Srinagar. I t  was during his reign that the 
great Jamia Masjid of Srinagar was re- 
paired ond restored to i t s  glory. His clueen, 
Nur ]allan built the famous Pather Masjid. 
Besides this, a garden was laid at Acchabal 
with a hamniam, which exists up to the 
present times. During this period, three 
I~istories of Kashmir were compiled by 
Haider Malik Chadura, Sahib Koul and 
third scholar whose name is unknown, 
who wrote, Baharistan-i-Shahi. 

During his reign, Jahangir deputed seven 
Governers to Kashmir. Dilawar Khan, who 
was in Kashmir for only three years not 
only subjugated Kishtwar but also laic1 a 
few gardens in Kashmir. Jahangir toured 
Kashmir during this period and visited the 
Wular Lake, Verinag Spring, Acchabal the 
Dal Lake and the Saffron fields of Pam- 
pore. Another Governor, Hiqad KIia11, was 
very cruel. He hun ted down tlie remaining 
Cliaks and ~nassacrcd tliem in groups. He 
wanted to show to Jalin~igir that lie has 
totally annihilated tlie Clicaks, lie liacl not 
still surrendered. 

In 1626, Jaliangir again visiled the val- 
ley of Kashmir. He was ailing this time and 
was carried to various meadows of 
Culmarg. Tosa-maidan ancl Acchabal. This 
was his last visit ancl he had spent at least 
six nionllis in Kasliniir. Death overtook 
him on his way b,lck lownrds Delhi. Wlien 
lie. was on tliedentli bed, he was asked i f  lie 

wanted anything, he replied that his wish 
was to die in Kashmir. 

Shah Jahan (1628-57), who built the world 
famous Taj Mahal and the Red Fort, also 
laid many garden in Kashmir; Chishma 
Shahi, one of the best gardens with a spring, 
in Kashmir is his creation. His son, Dara 
Shikoh took much interest in the valley 
and stayed here most of the time. He was 
interested in intellectual and spiritual 
matters. He translated tlie Upnished into 
Persian and named it ,  Sirri-Akbar or the 
Great Secreat. He laid the famous garden 
& observatory of Pari Mahal on the banks 
of the Dal Lake in Kashmir. For his precep- 
tor, Mulla Shah, he got built a mosque on 
the Hari Parbat. He also laid a garden at 
Bijbhehara. The famous Nishat garden on 
the bank of the Dal Lake was laid out by 
Asif Khan, the father-in-law of the Em- 
peror. During this period, Mulla Mohsin 
Fani wrote a treatise on world religious 
entited, Dabistan-i-Mazahib. 

During this period, five Mughal Gover- 
nors ruled over Kashmir on behalf of the 
Mughal Emperor. Among tliem, Zifar K11an 
Alisan (1630-1640) is remembered for his 
kind treat~nent of the Kaslimiris. He abol- 
ished several taxes sucli as the taxes on 
saffron cultiva~ion, tlie poll tax on sheep, 
cows and boatmen. He was himself a poet 
and patro~iised poets and scholars. He loved 
tlie Valley of Kashmir so much that he 
compiled a complete workin poetry, prais- 
ing the natural scenery of the country. He 
was kind to people and took every effort to 
iniprove their financial resources by en- 
couraging agriculture and l~andicrafts. He 
is credited with having laid down four 
gardens in and around Srinagar. 



lluring A ~ ~ r a ~ i g z e b ' s  rei!:~l ( IbSH- 1707), 
Kashmir suCfcrcd natural cal'irnitic.~ i l l  tllc 
shape oT floods, tnmincs, fircs ancl 
cnrlliqu~~l\cs. Many Knslimiris perished and 
many fltd away towards the plains oi thc 
r'~111jab. Aur,angzt4? visited Kashmir in lhh3 

a ~ i d  3000 Kasluniris were crnplovc~d .IS 

coolies ,ind planquin bcarprs for ~ l i c ,  
E~iiperc)r '311cl liis rc~ti~iutl. I-{egc,l rc,b~~ilt the, 
famous Jamiil Masjid of Srinngar, \ V I I ~ C I I  
had becw clestroyeci by iirc. DUI-ing liis 
reing, n dozen Delwliclnrs ruled ovcbr 
Kashmir a s  Mughal Governors. Tli~>y 
committccl much atrocities on the pcopl~, 
by imposing taxcs and collectcc1 nioney for 
the Emperor ,11ic1 ior tlicir own pcvrsc)n.;. 
One of [lie Mugli,il Governors, S,iii K11;111 

introcluccd imio\r,i tions in t l ~ c  tol-m ol ~ic\v 
exactions. Muzaifnr KIi , j~ i  and Abu Ni5,ir- 
Khan, enriclied tliemsclvcs at thC cost 01- 
people. Among tlie Muglial Co\!crnors, i l  

was F,~zal Khan(1698- 1701) \v110 ivas kind 
to tlie people of Kasli~nir. l It> rcmi t t c d  
m,Iny cesses of former times. I t  \ifas cii~ring 
liis tenure thnl the Kaslimiris ivc,rc. 
intorcluced to st-rivcc under tlic h lu~l ia l s .  
Tivo Mugh,il Co\lcr~iors, Ibrnliim Kli'111 

'incl Iitikhar Kl i ' i ~ i  \vcrt> 1iotori0~15 in 
inflicting atrocities on S1ii;l Muslims dncl 
tlie I'anditlis oT K,ishmir. 

ThC most not,~blc c'\,cnl during lliis pericxl 
\vcis the. c,~rringe oT llic sacred hair ol t l i t  
I'rc,phCt of Islcim to the \~allc~v in 1718 by 
Nur-i~cl-clin Islib,i~.i. This s,ic'red rclic is 
Iiouscd in tlie famous niosquc, ,il I I,izr,il- 
b,il, Srin;lgar-KcisIi~i~ir. 

Afghnri P ~ ~ r i o d  (1 752-1S19) 
I t  h,is rc~m,iinccl LI t~-adilicxi \villi 

K,ishmir that ~ ~ l i t ~ n ~ v c r  tlicly l'cll miserable 
,il>out tllc rule1 ol' one, S ~ ~ l t a n  or li,ij,i, llic'y 
invi lCd somc po\vc'rful oulsidc.r l(.] turn en~ l 

thc c\istt-nl ru1e.r 10 bc, repl,iced by Lhr 
torcigncr. Tlic. sLilmc, tradilion \ V ~ S  r c p v  tcd 
[his timc, hloli,im,~d IIli,lr a n d  blir h l ~ ~ q i n i  
K'int, ~ w r . ~ ~ " ~ , i l I y  L V C I I ~  to l.,~linrc and sought 
intcr\,i.nsie)n ot Allmac1 Sliali I>urani into 
K,islimir. i\ccorclingl\: ,\hm,id S11n11 T?urani 
sent ,i strong dctaclinit.~it of 15,1300~0lclier~ 
under ; \ bd~~ l l~ i l i  K11,in to c>ccupy Kashmir. 
The, rltglia~i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i i , i i i c I c ~ r  mciclc liis to 
K,ish~iiir \\,it11 tl~r I~~ l t~o t ' l i~ i j , i  Ra~iji t De\roi 
Icimmu, a~icl c.stcibli~hcd tlic ,iutliority of 
tllc. I l ~ ~ r a n i s .  i\lini,icl Sli,ih appnintcd Ab- 
clull,ih Klia~i Covcrnor of K,islimir \ \ r i t l i  
Sukli Jiivan\vCil as liis S~~llil~kl~l. or I~cdel 01 

the Sc~crc~tciri,it. This licr,~lcied tlic cst'ib- 
lisl~mc.nt oi ~ I i c  Aigli,i~i rule. i l l  K,jslimir. 



Thus the centre of authority for Kashmir 
shifted from Delhi to Kabul. 

Abdullah followed the policy of blood 
and iron in exacting money from the people. 
Third degree methods were employed by 
him to extract money from the people. In 
six months, he amassed a fortune of one 
crore of rupees. Out of this, he paid a 
fraction into royal treasury the rest for 
l~ in~se l f .  He retired from Kashmir and 
settled down in Afghanistan. He en trusted 
the government to his deputy Khwajah 
Abdullah Khan who appointed Sukh Jiwan 
as his Diwan. The new Governor behaved 
no belter than his predecessor. The disillu- 
sioned Kashmiris would not, however, look 
with c7ql-rnrrilrrity on the continuance of the 
tyrannical Afghan rule. Abul Hassan Ban- 
dey an influential noble entered into a 
conspiracy with Sukhjiwan. The Governor 
and his son were assassinated and 
S ~ ~ k l ~ j i w a n  became the virtual ruler of the 
land. 

In view of the oppressive policy of Af- 
ghansin Kashmir, Sukl~jiwan was offered 
his allegiance to the Mughal Emperor of 
Delhi who granted him the title of Raja. 
His rule was the best for both the Hindus 
and the Muslims. He proved himself a 
highly capable and liberal ruler. He be- 
stowed his favours upon Hindus and 
Muslims alike and treated the poor with 
great sympathy and consideration. In 1754 
when crops failed in Kashmir and severe 
famine broke out, he acquired huge quan- 
tities of rice and other things from neigh- 
bouring territoriesand distributed onelnkh 
Klrt~iu(ir~ of rice among the poor. To those 
\v110 could afford to buy he sold the rice at 
cheep rates. 

Sukhjiwan possessed of good qualities. 
He repaired all the shrines and gardens. 
On every month he got sacramental food 
cooked and distributed among the people. 
He bestowed favours on every visitor to 
the court whether he was poor or rich. 
Once in every week he held a poetical 
symposium. He was a patron of arts and 
letters. He engaged five best scholars to 
compile a history of Kashmir from the 
earliest tilnes. While Kashmir was enjoy- 
ing tranquillity under the benevolent rule 
of Sukhjiwan, the Durran succeeded in 
inflicting a crushing defeat upon the Ma- 
rathas at the third battle of Panipat. In 
1762, the Durranis decided to recover 
Kashmir from where he had received no 
tribute for nine years Ahmad Shah in- 
duced Ranjit Dev of Jammu to lead an 
expedition into Kashmir under his per- 
sonal guidance. He was given about 4,000 
Afghan troops but failed. Another expedi- 
tion on a larger scale was launched when 
therains wereover. Nuru-ud-din Bamzain 
was in charge of this undertaking. With 
the active cooperation of Ranjit Dev, the 
Afghan forces entered Kashmir by Tosha 
Maidan. Sudhjiwan came to oppose the 
invaders as the head of 50,000 troops. His. 
Commander-in-chief was won over by 
Ranjit Dev. Sukhjiwan was captured. He 
was blinded and sent to Lahore, where he 
was trampled down to death by horses. 

After putting down the turbulent ele- 
ments in Kashmir Nuru-ud-din returned 
to Kabul leaving the administration in the 
hands of Buland Khan Bamzai. During 
Buland Khan's regime (1763-65), Shia-Sunni 
riots occurred in which Shia suffered much. 
In the next five years six Governors fol- 
lowed one another in quick sucession. Amir 
Khan Jawansher buil t a number of bridges 



and buildings. He was succeeded by 
Karimdad Khan who ruled with an iron 
hand. His soul was to collect money from 
every Kashmiri. Azad Khan and Madad 
Khan surpassed Karimdad Khan in com- 
mitting atrocities upon the people. A 
number of his successors who enjoyed this 
office for short periods acted almost simi- 
larly. Mir Hazar Khan in 1793 treated 
Pandits and Shias harshly. Some of the 
Pandiths leaders weresown in gunny bags 
and thrown into the Dal Lake to be drowned. 
Ata Mohammed Khan Alkozai declared 
his independence as the sons of Ahamd 
Shah Durrani were engaged in an inter- 
necine war. As Ata Muhammed Khan of 
Kashmir was not paying any tribute to 
Kabul, Fateh Khan, Wazir of Afghanistan, 
was angious to expel Ata Muhammad Khan 
and seize Kashmir for himself. But he did 
not consider himself strong enough to 
achieve this object. Consequently he made 
a pact with Ranjit Singh who agreed to 
contribute 12,000 soldiers for the conquest 
of Kashmir. In return the Maharaja was to 
be one third of the plunder of the valley 
estimated at one crore and twenty lakh in 
total, one third of 'the jewellery and one 
third of its territory. The combined armies 
advanced upon Kashmir in 1813. The Sikh 
troops were in command of Diwan 
Mohkamchand. Kashmir was seized Ata 
Muhammed fled away. Fateh Khan showed 
no willingness to part with one third of the 
promised cash, jewellery and territory. 

After the explusion of Ata Muhammed 
Khan, Fateh Mohd. Khan appointed 
Muhammad Azim Khan, Governor of 
Kashmir. In 1814 Ranjit Singh made an 
attempt to conquer Kashmir, but failed. 
Soon after however, Azim Khan's repres- 
sive measures resulted in a sharp fall in 

revenues. In order to set the administra- 
tion he entrused the collection of revenue 
to Birbal Dhar, Mirza Pandit Dhar and 
Sudh Ram Safaya, as fate would have it 
there was a failure of crops and Birbal 
Dhar's collections fell short by a lakh of 
repees. Birbal Dhar, therefore fled to La- 
hore to seek the help of Ranjit Singh in 
throwing off the Afghan yoke. Muham- 
mad Azim Khan had retired to Kabul with 
the treasure and the best contingent of 
troops. Ranjit Singh's best general, Mizsar 
Diwan Chan, led a strong force through 
the passes into Kashmir, Jabbar Khan, put 
forth through resistance. But he was over- 
powered and Kashmir became a part of the 
Sikh dominions on 1819. The chapter of 
Afghan rule in came to an end for good. 

Sikh Period (1819-46) 
The defeat of Jabbar Khan's forces at the 

hand's of Sikh army in 1819 marks end of 
an epoch and beginning of the Sikh period. 
In Kashmir Maharaja Ranjit Singh had con- 
solidated his kingdom in the Punjab. In 
order to secure his boundaries for thenorth 
he wished to conquer the valley of 
Kashmir. During the period, it was ruled 
over by the Afghan Governors of Kabul. 
The Afghan rule was very unpopular with 
the Kashmir. The Afghans specially were 
very harsh to the Kashmiri Pandits. Jabbar 
Khan who was placed incharge of admini- 
stration in Kashmir ruthlessly persecuted 
the Pandits. As such the Pandits waited for 
an appointment to make an end of the 
Afghan Rule in the Kashmir. The Sikh 
Kingdom had established itself on solid 
and firm ground. As such Bir Dhar, one of 
the Pandit nobles decided to approach 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Keeping his wife 
and daughter-in-law under the custody of 
one Qudus Gujwari, he fled to the Punjab. 



Me invited tlie Maharaja to clrivc away the 
Afghan rulers. Ranjit Sing11 has failed in 
his two allenipts lo capture Kashmir. In 
1819 tlie Sikh entered the Kashmir uncler 
leadership of Misra Dewan Cliand and 
Pliula Sing11 Nihang. As has been the prac- 
tice with the victorious forces, some mis- 
ereanis indulgecl tlieniselves in loot, arson 
and killings of Kaslimir ~ n ~ s l i ~ n s .  HOW- 
ever to restore the conditions lo normalcy, 
and to handle tlie adniinistr,ilion ol' [he 
Valley, Dewan Moli Rani was i ~ p p o i n t ~ d  
Governor aricl Uirbal Dliar as tlic Agent for 
collcclion of the revenue fixed at 53 1;lklis 
of rupees. Oclroi ancl other cc\sses were 
formed 10 jawahir Mal for l 0  Iakhs. 

First in the mm~k of Governors of Ka-  
shmir under thc Slatc, Diwan hloli Ram 
could not come upto tlie expeclatioli of lhe 
Maharaja. He failed tomake llie Kashmiris 
reconcile with the IICW order. Cllolc>ra broke 
out ,i~icl it took ,I heavy toll oflit'eexy<)sing 
llie people to miseries. Thi5 resulted in 
poor colleclion of revenue ancl llicrc,iilc.r 
lie was recalled lo L.i~hore ancl l-lari Si~igh 
Nalwa was appointed in his place. I-le 
foul~cl masses in disappoint men^ and revc- 
nuc of the State in arrears. As his position 
denia~ided, lie occupied hiniself effeclively 
to collect revenue. He fc3uncl tlic State poor 
in the u~iiformity of currency, which had 
adverse effecl on tracle and transaclions. 
He, tlwrerore, inlrodi~ced a new currency 
known as "Flari Singlii Rupnva". t4c intro- 
duced social and economic rciorms, abol- 
ished llie system of begar and clireclecl his 
attention to the development of agricul- 
ture, rehabitation of shawl and papier- 
niacliie industries and extensio~i 01 saf- 
from cultivation. He advanced loans in 
cash and kind to shawl weavers and or- 
dered reduction in the land revenue. I-le 

introduced standardised weiglits ancl 
nicasures, which facilitated \he local and 
inter-provincial commerce and exchange 
and gave a fillip to economy. Even cluring 
this periocl there were currents and cross 
currents oi different faclions ~vhic11 clis- 
turbed the calm surface of adminislraticm. 

Hari Sing11 Nalwa was rccallecl at l.,a- 
hore and Dekva~i Moti Ram was given a 
second term of governorship of Kash~iiir. 
Having incurred [he displeasure of tlie 
Maharaja he was dismissecl as C;overnor 
and was succeedecl by Dewan Chuni 1,nib. 
IHccouId not pull on with GurmukI~Singh, 
llie Chief Collector of Revenue. As a result 
of this there was a drop in the revenue ancl 
i~d~l~inis t rd t i \~e  disorder. This c,iuscd his 
recall. He ivas succeccled by Dc\v,ln Krip;) 
Rani and Slicikli Chulam hlohi-ucl-clin was 
appoinlecl to assist him. The Diwali look 
least interest in i t  ancl instead entrusted tlie 
administration ~o [he Sheikh and engaged 
himself in pastimes and enjoynients. 

Slieikl~Cliulam Mohi-ud-din looksome 
effective mcasurcs for public welfare. To 
ensure security of tenure to the agricul tur- 
ists, he ~ntroduced a revised system oi 
far~liing. I le encouraged slia\vl weavers 
also and afforded them opportunities of 
progress. When Kashmiris were carving 
out ways for their betterment, tlicy were 
caught in a catastrophe in tlle shape of 
terrible earth shocks followed by cholcrn. 
This natur'll calamity took a heavy toll of 
life and shatterd the economy of Kashmir. 

These man-made and natural calanii- 
lies resulted in poor collection of revenue 
and worsening tlie conditions of the popu- 
lation. Diwan Kripa Ram was immcdi- 
ately recalled at Lahore, and as a stop gap 



measure the administration ivas handed 
over lo I3ehman Singh Arclali, during whose 
period people liad to suffer o~ice again 
fro111 famine. He was succeeded by Ka~iivar 
Sher Singh. 

Maharaja lianjil Singh appoi~ltecl Shcr 
Singh, his reputed son, as Governor of 
Kashmir iyith a view that he ivould sin- 
cerely ca;ry out liis instruct~ons so far as 
public welfare ivas concerned. With his 
negligence, the people were left to their lot. 
They also became victinls lo great lamine 
due to untimely heavy snoivfnll and per- 
ished in great numbers. Sher Sing11 was 
removed fro111 Goi~ernorship of Kashmir. 
This time, the Maharaja appoi~itecl Mchan 
S~ngli as Govt>rnor of Kashm~r. 

The new Covernor tried to give peace 
and tranrluility to the people. When he 
came to Srinagar, he found signs oi dis- 
tress, caused by fami~ie. He took immedi- 
ate steps to bring life to normalcy. I-Ie 
imported [lie systen-r of land ownership, 
teni~re anti assessment and got i t  recordcc1 
on spot. Finally, all aspec-t of rural and 
urban ivealth werc recorded in a niani~al 
known as Dosl~rr~rr~l Ai,rul. Hereliabilitated 
shawl industry which had pre\liously re- 
ceivecl a gct set-back. 

The death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh In 
183C) left tlie Sikh kingdom in shackles and 
bloody dramas polluted the political at- 
mosplit~rc of the T-'unjab. Thc coniusion 
lliat siczed the Punjab affected Kas!imir 
also. Thc Sikh army in Kashnlir fo~ind 'in 
opportunily lo claim their arrears. Melian 
Singh failccl to handle the problem diplo- 
matically and afforded an opportunity 10 
lhe Sikh soldiers to hatch a conspiracy 
against him. They murdered h i ~ n  in colcl 
blood with an idea to inst,ill anyone of 

their brothehood as Governor. Tlie people 
suffered heavily during this period at the 
hands of rebellions Sikh army. 

Maharaja Sher Singl~, the ruler of the 
Punjab at that lime, deputed Culab Si~igh 
ivit l i  a strong force to clue11 tllc arniy. Thc 
n~utinous army was Jefealcd and the 
governorship was, this time entrusted to 
Shailkh Ch. Mohi-ud-din. 

Well acquainled with the Ksshmiris 
Sheikh Chulam Molii-ud-din based his 
governorship on the secular lines in order 
to win the public in general. Kasli~nir would 
have maint,lined lhe progress uncler the 
cnliglitcned governorship of Sheikh Chu- 
lam Mohi-lid-din but for instability of the 
l,,~liore Court and the British intervention 
in the frontier. As the chances Lwcante bleak 
and his death changed the politics, lliroiv- 
ing Kashmir into confusion. 

Sheikh Chulam dlolii-ud-clin was suc- 
ceeded by liis son Sheikh Inlam-ud-din ,is 
Governor ol' Kashniir. A man ivith good 
intclligencc. ancl education ~ v o ~ i l d  have 
proved a successful but tlie turmoil in the 
politics of Lahore, prevented him from 
effecting lic.althy changes in his admini- 
stration. 

The Sikh army had become ti~rbulant 
and as such a probleni for the Sikh king- 
dom. The British activities also alarmed 
the ruling junta, lieaded by Rani Jhindan, 
the mother of tlie child Dilip Singh. The 
army ivas ordered 10 march against the 
British forces rnased on t!le Sutluj. Tlie 
defeat of the Sikhs by tlie Gritish resulted 
in the sale of Kashmir to Raja Gulab Singh. 
But the forces in Kashmir did not surren- 
der to the Dogra ,Irmy ancl the Malinraja 
had ~oseek the Bri tish assistance. The news 



of the British army harrassed the Governer seventy five lakh. Thus Kashmir became a 
whose jagirs in the Jullander and Doab part of the modern State of Jammu and 
were confiscated. This compelled him to Kashmir in 1846 A.D. under Maharaja Gulab 
leave Kashmir for good. And Gulab Singh Singl~. 
became the Maharaja in 1847, thus making 
thereby an end of Sikh rule in Kashmir. The above shows that the sale of Kashmir 

was a shadowy deal, conducted by the 

Dogra Period (1847-1951) British. It wassimply a politicalgift and for 

Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu who was political reasons. The British desired to 
feudatory to the Sikh Kingdom of Lahore curb the revolting spirit of the hilly chiefs, 
wanted to cultivate friendship with the as well as retard any aggression from the 
British, for he foresaw in their rising power 'Chinese-Gurkhas and Afghans' and this 
sure chances of his own exhaltation. He could easily be done by keeping their tested 
wanted to extended his principality and and trusted ally in the north of 1ndia.The 
enhance his prestige by becoming an inde- British did every thing to settle the affairs 
pendent sovereign himself. The British on for Gulab Singh, so that he could govern in 
the other had their own aims and objects. peace. But they had to face difficulties in 
By establishing a friendly power in the the hilly area, where the uprising was in 
rear of the Sikhs, they wanted to weaken full swing. The tribesmen of Hazara had 
them and annex their territories. There is risen against the Dogra ruler. Gulab deputed 
ample evidence to prove that the Raja was Dewan Hari Chand, with a large army to 
in league with the British long before the suppress them but failed. Under such 
sale of Kashmir to him in 1846. The death conditions Gulab Singh felt that he could 

of Maharaja Ranjit Sing11 in 1839 and subs- not indulge in such costly wars with the 

quent weakness of the Lahore semented tribesmen. He requested the British 

the bound of friendship between Raja Culab Government to take over Hazara, which 

Singh the British because in it, both fore- was agreed to by the Governor General, 

saw their own gains. The Raja became a who favoured him with the territories of 

strongally of the British. During the An- Kathua and Suchetgarh instead of Hazra. 

glo-Sikh conflict, he declined to interfere Thus, by the middle of the nineteenth 

on the pretext of remaining neutral and centruy, was formed the State of Jammu 

after some time took side of the British and Kashmir, under the protection of the 

when Sir Henry Lawrence negotiated a British Government. The Treaty of Amritsar 

bargain with him. did not mention anything about the internal 
administration of the State and the Maharaja 
was left to do whatever he liked. 

Through the Treaty of Amritsar 1846, 
the East India Company made over to Raja The first batch of the British officers, 
Gulab Singh in his independent posses- who had come to establish Gulab Singh as 
sion "all the hilly and mountainous coun- the de-facto ruler of Kashmir, tried to set- 
try with its dependencies, situated to the rightthe administrativemachinery, which 
eastward of the river Indus and westward had fallen into pieces during the turmoil. 
of the river Ravi", for an amount of Rupees Important measures were taken by these 



oT(icers wit11 regard lo [lie control of prices, 
grant of rations to tlie citizens and Tixatioii 
of pay for [lie officials. Side by side survey 
parties were d e p ~ ~ t e d  for delimitation of 
tlie bouudaries and collect intelligence 
reports. 

Culab Singli had only two aims in life 
and these were "zamin and zar". By his 
loyally to the British, he had obtained tlie 
regions of Jammu, Kashmir, Baltistan cYr 
1,adakIi. l-le was not satisfied with i t .  As 
sucli at the outset of his reign, lie confis- 
calccl all unregistered jq i r s  and cleclared 
lliat all land in liis s11bjug;ltecl territories of 
Kashmir and irontier illoqas belonged to 
liini and the owners or tlie tillers of land 
were simply tenants-at-will. Tliis is one of 
the instances of the differential treatment 
l l int  tlie Kaslimiris rcceivcd under the Dogra 
rule. Tliis w,ls lhe first t i~ne i11 its history 
thal [lie Kaslimiris as well as tlie people of 
fro~ilier il1,lqas lost ownership of their own 
lands. I t  was left to Maharaja l-lari Singli 
(1925- 1947) to gran1 proprietary rights to 
lhc o\vliers of la~icl. In order to do work on 
klicilf of [lie Covernment, lie fixed ,I nunllxr 
of men in each \,illage to do b~,,qar. or forcccl 
l a b o ~ ~ r  o ~ i  the back nncl call ol' tlic officers. 
Young ancl olcl nrc're clri~ggccl like slaves 
oul of their huts ,ind ,igai~ist [heir \\ . i l l  to 
carry loads [or tlie officials ,111d lhc CO\,- 
crniiicnt. These uliiortunatc~ people, ivho 
wcrc dl-,iggecl from tlieir Iiomcs ancl l'nnii- 
lies 10 'lruclge' (or montlis perishecl of 
liuiigcr anci thirst on the roacl sidc ol died 
of cold on tlic S I ~ O \ V ~  piisscs. Tlic ~icxt slt'p, 
\vliicli tlie Maharaja took was to i'ill upon 
the s'i\,i~lgs of artisan especially the slinwl 
\\reii\,crs. I-le imposccl Iie,rvy t,ixt.s 011 this 
induslry ancl imposed otlicr duties sucli 'is 
,I poll t'is of Ks. 47.00 per anlium on each 
slia~vl \\.ca\rcr; ancl in order Lo cnsul-c' ,I 

constant flow of income, he did not allow 
workers, whetlierlialf blind or full blind to 
leave his loom, without a substilute. 1je 
also charged an advoleram duty of 25 per 
cent of the cost. In face of such oppression, 
the workers started fleeing from the val- 
ley. Culab Singh imposed tax on ct1ery 
shop at Rs. 12/- per annuni and Rs. 60/- 
per annum Tor new shops. Accordi~igly 111c 
owners of tlie shawl faclories as well as 
workers were greatly agitated and ~nacle 
the followi~ig demands in June 1847. 

a. The various kincls of taxes, sucli as 
Baj, Nazarana etc. be reduced; 

b. the w'iges ot tlie l'ibour be iixed; 

c. the Covernnieiit sliould establish a 
rule of law in respect of this industry 
and codify i t .  

On 12th June, 1847 they presented tlieir 
grievances before Taylor and he got an- 
noyed. Tlie workmen struck work and set 
out for migration to the Punjab in I'irgc 
numbers. Tlie Maharaja, who was bencl 
upon making liis power felt s~~ppressed 
their uprising with an iron Iiancl. As 4,000 
workers had set out for migration outside 
tlie State, tlie Maliaraja got alarmeel ancl 
annou~icccl new strict rules for tlie work- 
ers. Out of fear, tlie residents of a few 
villages fled away towards tlie hills. On 
tlie whole tlic ptuple starvecl and i t  arousecl 
misgivings in [lie niiiidsof tlie Uritibli Cov- 
ernnient about tlie internal adnii1iis11.a tioii 
of Culab Sing11 ancl Lorcl Hardingc askcd 
tlie Maharaja in 1848 to effect necessary 
inipro\~cmcnls in his ad~ninislration. 

I t  has bcen mentioned earlier that tlie 
Maliaraja declarecl lii~nself as tlie onwer of 
,311 Ia~icls, forests ancl moi~ntains and clid 



not allow proprietory rights to the owners. 
The land was held by his subjects in the 
capacity of the tenants, for which they 
were required to pay land revenue to him. 
As such the Maharaja attached grerat 
importance to the land revenue which was 
the major and the main sources of income 
to him. Land revenue was fixed and col- 
lected by thezaildars of villages, for which 
they were paid by a cess of 1 %percent of 
gross produce of the land. During the gover- 
norship of the Shaikh Iman-ud-din, the 
total revenue of Kashmir amounted to Rs. 
33,92,000.00 but during the first year of the 
rule of Gulab Singh, it was to Rs. 
84,30,000.00, nearly three times more than 
the previous figure. This would show the 
zeal, with which extortion of money was 
practised in the early period of the Dogra 
rule. Numerous other taxes, were to be 
paid by the masses. Even the sale proceeds 
of houses were taxed at an exorbitant rate 
of 50 per cent. Strongly enough, the office 
of the grave digger was also taxed. With- 
out going into details, i t  may be said that 
every thing save air and water was taxed 
by the Maharaja. 

Rarrbir Sing11 (1857-85) 
Gulab Singh died at Srinagar in A u g ~ ~ s t  

1857Sawan 20,1914. He was succeeded by 
his only surviving son, Ranbir Singh. The 
new Maharaja was popular with his people 
and was also zealous for reform. But he 
was handicapped by the lack of his father's 
strength of will and non availability of 
honest and capable officials. From the outset 
he thought about the extension of his terri- 
tories. He could not proceed towards the 
south, for it would bring him in clash with 
the British, who had extended their sway 
right uptoreshawar. He had no option bu t 
to look towards the north and fish in the 

troubled waters of the Central Asian Kha- 
nates. The first thing he did was to train a 
batch of persons, who could go to the 
Central Asian countries. For this purpose 
he established the Russian Language School, 
at Srinagar, the first of its kind in India, 
where Russian and other languages were 
taught. Thestudents had to learn and write 
the Russian language. He sent his agents 
into Central Asian Klianates, who could 
report to him about the events prevailing 
there. 

It is clear that the British Government 
were not idle spectator of the affairs preva- 
lent in Central Asia and it had employed 
its agents to workin that vast region. I t  was 
in 1872 that Haji Tora reached Srinagar as 
the first envoy of Yaqub Khan, the Aniir of 
Kashgar and Yarkand. The Maharaja di- 
rected him to the viceroy for, political dis- 
cussions. This event excited the British and 
they began to cast doubts on the f ~ ~ t u r e  
designsof the Maharaja. They pu t a stop to 
the 'leap forward policy' of Ranbir Singh. 
He was told to behave as a ruler of the 
native State, subordinate to the paramount 
power, existence whereof depended on 
the will and pleasure of the Governor 
General. 

The reign of Ranbir Sing11 is aiso noted 
for a great military activily and develop- 
ments in his relations with the British 
Government of India which profoundly 
influenced the subsecluent hislory of Ka- 
shmir. 

After making ample preparations, and 
equipping his army with arms, nmmuni- 
tion and provisivns, lilanbir Singh deputed 
a huge force for the conquest of Gilgit. By 
1860 Gohar Aman had died and there was 



no JL)Ic leader to combine tlie strcnglli of 
[lie lribal Clicifships against the invader. 
Tlic Dogra forccs under Col Devi Singli 
liacl no dirficully in capturing the fort of 
Cilgit. Usinj; i t  as a base, he procceded to 
Yasin ' ~ n d  cilrvccl out a buffer State of 
Punial, bcl\vccn Gilgit and Yasiri and nomi- 
n,ited Isa Elindar as its ruler. Thus a faitli- 
ful feuclatory was planted right within the 
tribal tinrritory of Dardistan. This policy 
provcd fruitlul for the Maharaja. The \vIiole 
of Ilardistan lay divided at the mercy of 
tlie Dogras. T11c Maharaja sent several ex- 
pcclilions against tlie frontier tribes on tlie 
north-wcst. As a result of tliese, varying 
dcgrce of control come to be established 
ovcr Cliilas, I'onial, Yasin, Darel, l-lunza 
ancl Nngar by the end of 1870. Gilgit was 
finally rcduccd in 1860. 

I<ussia seized Panjdeh, an Afghan out- 
posl in 1884 iind [car as well as mistrust of 
the Russian manoeuvres across tlie Pamirs 
continued to disturb tlie Britisli. While tlie 
Maharaja wanted to keep the valley of 
Kashmir detachecl from the rest of the 
country, the Urilisli Covernment Isa wanted 
to connect i t .  As Knsliniir had acquired an 
importancc in L-lie context of Anglo-Rus- 
sinn Rivalry, tlie question of developing 
road communicatio~is, attracted the first 
attention of the British. I t  was necessary to 
have ro,ids to forlyfy thc military position 
on thc frontiers, as well as resist, i f  neces- 
sary a n  attack from Russia. In 1877, there- 
fore, all agreement was reaclitd \\fit11 Rnnbir 
Singh for the cstnblishrne~it oi ,I roliticnl 
A g c n c ~  at Cilgil. I t  is evident that tlie 
Uritisli \vcrc e'igcr to Iiave i~ net work of 
coninii~nic'itions on tlie north westeni fron- 
ticrsof India. I t  \v,is hopcc1 that tliese routes 
ultin~n~cly, ~vould lead them to Central 
Asia. 

111 order to encourage trade and indus- 
try, thesystemof taxation wasover-liiiuled 
and means of transport and conimunica- 
lion was improved. l i u s ,  while tax on 
shawl manufacturers was reduccd, a 
number of imposts were altogether abol- 
islied. Postal arrangements were 11i;ldc Inore 
efficent. Formerly all the post,~l c11nr);cs 
were made only in cash on Lhe spot. Now 
postage stamps began to be used. The 
number of stages between Jamniu and 
Srinagar were considerably increased. I t  
enabled tlie runners to take the letters from 
one end to the other in only 25 to 30 hours. 
Postal services between Srinagar and Muree 
were also now introduced and letters were 
delivered within 72 hours. 

Tlie British, not only improved trans- 
port but other means of comnii~nications 
also. Telegraph lines were laid down be- 
tween Rawalpindi and Srinagar. Tlie line 
was extended from Srinagar to Dras in 
1882 and from Srinagar to Gilgit in 1883. 
Side by side, postal system was improved 
in the territories of the Maharaja. After 
Gilgit, was finally subjugated in 1860, it 
was decided to connect it to Srinagar by a 
telegraph line. But during the reign of 
Ranbir Singh, the line could be laid only 
between Bandipur and Guraz. Telegraphic 
links were established between Srinagar 
and Jammu as well. Many old bridges 
were repaired and some new ones were 
also built over the Jhelum in Srinagar, Ba- 
ramulla and Anantnag. By building of the 
Koliala Bridge in 1870, the postal mail 
service started to run between Srinagr and 
Rawalpindi and trade between Central Asia 
and the British India was carried on through 
tlie State territory. But the imposition of 
heavy transit duties by the Maharaja's 
Government greatly hampered it. In 1863 



Ranbir Singh agreed to reduce these du- 
ties. In order to ensure effective supervi- 
sion over the Central Asian Trade, the 
Governor General sanctioned Rules regard- 
ing import of the British products into 
Central Asia, via Kashmir. It was notified 
that no custom levy will be imposed on 
merchandise imported into Kashmir and 
Central Asia from the British India and all 
products, henceforth, shall be sealed at 
Calcutta, Bombay and Amritsar. These 
Rules were notified in the Cazettee of llzdia 
dated 6th July, 1874. 

Trignometrical survey of the State, which 
had been commenced in the reign of Gulab 
Singh, was now brought to a completion 
and map of the Valley and surrounding 
mountains was prepared. The work of 
survey and determination of the bounda- 
ries was completed. The survey parties 
were followed by traid and religious mis- 
sions in Kashmir. The influx of the British 
were continued till 1852 when Major 
Megregor was for the first time formally 
appointed to stay at Srinagar and look 
after the foreign visitors. The Maharaja 
protested but in vain. 

The Maharaja divided the Valley of 
Kashmir into six Wnznrts, Sharih-i-Khas, 
Anantnag, Shopian, Pattan, Kamraj, and 
Muzzaffarabad. In order to streamline 
collection of taxes on land an attempt was 
made to assess the land revenue at a fixed 
rate. Now stapples were introduced into 
the country and money was freely spent on 
sericulture, hops, vines and presses. 

Ranbir Sing11 was a patron of arts and 
lelters. He esti?blished a big library at Jammu 
and a translation bureau for transl,ltion of 
Persian, Sanskrit and Hindi mijnuscripts. 

For the physical and moral uplift of the 
people, a number of medical dispensaries 
and schools were opened. He tried his best 
to popularise the new alphabet for Dogri. 

Ranbir Singh introduced many reforms 
in administration. The administrative set 
up was reorganised into three departments; 
Daftar Diwani, Dafter Nizamat and Dafter 
Jongi and the Military Department. Each 
department was put incharge of minister. 
They functioned under his direct control 
and were responsible to him alone. Amongst 
Ranbir Singh's achievements the most 
notable was the introduction of a uniform 
legal system in the state and the establish- 
ment of regular courts to administer jus- 
tice. He got a penal code, Rarr[lir Dundlz 
Bidhi based on the Indian Penal Cocie, prom- 
ulgated in Jammu and Kashmir State. Law 
regarding criminal procedure and civil pro- 
cedure was codified and consolidated. The 
Maharaja however, continued to be the 
final arbiter of justice. "Justice was inex- 
pensive and i t  required only half a rupee 
worth of stamp to have a case heard by the 
Maharaja. He would examine and sharply 
examine the witnesses and often refers the 
matter to a magistrate for investigation". 
Indeed the administrative structure was 
still indiginous and continued to broadly 
based on the personal rule of the Maharaja. 

The closing years of Ranbir Singh's reign 
were darkened by the ravages of the great 
famine of 1877-79. In 1877 rain fell so heav- 
ily for three months that the crops were 
completely ruined. A number of villages 
were devastated and tradecame toa stand- 
still. The Maharaja tried to alleviate the 
suffcrings of the people, but his efforts 
were greatly thwarted by his un-scrupu- 
lous officials. The loss of human life was, 



theref~re~enormous.  To prevent the rigour British Resident. 
of famines in future, Ranbir Singh starled 
the construction of a cart road to connect The British Resident started reorganisa- 
Srinagar with Rawalpindi. At the same tion of civil administration in 1895 and re- 
time considerable attention was given to organised all departments by 1903. The 
digging of canals for irrigation. Resident put British officers in charge of 

important Departments and most of them 
Pra tap Sing11 (1885-1925) worked very hard. One of them was Wal- 

Ranbir Singh passed away on Septern- ter Lawrence, wlio carried land setllement 
ber, 12,1885 and was succeeded by Pratap and revenue assessment in the valley. In 
Singh, the eldest of the three sons. Kashmir, the land was regarded as the 

absolute property of the Maharaja and every 
From the beginning of his rule, Pratap year allotments were made to the cultiva- 

Singh felt suspicious that some intrigue tors. In 1859, thecountry was parcelled out 
was going on against him. As such, he among Rardars, who were land agents of 
looked towards the British for support, bu t the Maharaja, with every large powers to 
as we will see later, i t  did not come from collect largest amount of grains for him. A 
them. Rather he was forced to abdicate Rardrlr was assisted by R shnkdar, who kept 
through an intrigue sponsored by the Brit- watch and ward of the crops. Then there 
ish Resident in whicli his brother, Amar used to be Szawal who was the inspecting 
Singh, played the part of an arch traitor. agency for many villages. When the har- 
The Maharaja was told that he had a diffi- vest time came, the Platoons of soldiers, 
cult task before him and as such he should known as Nizarrml Pnlton wore sent toeach 
consult the Agent of the Viceroy, "at all and every village and exort more and more 
times and be guided by his advice", in produce from the cultivators. Of almost 
carrying the views of the Viceroy in execu- proportion, and his numerous agents and 
tion. I t  clearly meant that the Maharaja had officers took the rest. For the first time 
to carry out the orders of the Gritisli Resi- pernianent hereditary occpancy rights were 
dent in Kashmir, who hacl to watcli even bestowed, on those wlio agred to pay the 
beyond the northern frontiers of India. assessnlent fixed and entered in his or her 

name. But this right of occupancy was al- 
Only about three years and a half after ienable either by sale or niortgage. This 

his accession, Pratap Singh's powers were meant that a cultivator was not the owner 
transferred, under the orders of the Cov- or the proprietor of his field. 
ernment of India, to a State Council. The 
latter was presidecl over till 169 1 by the The net\. assessnient provided payment 
Maharaja's youngest brother, Raja Amar of land revenue partly in cash and partly in 
Singh, and thereafter by Pratnp Sing11 k ~ n d .  F ~ r t h ~ ~ r  begar or forced labour and 
liinisclf. In 1905, however tIiisCounci1 w ~ s  many officials or unofficial exactions known 
abolished and the Maharaja was partially as rasoorrl were abolished. At that time, 
restored. During the period from 1889 to fruit trees, brickbark voilets, hides, silk, 
1905 the over-a11 control of the State ad- saffron, hemp, tobacoo, waternuts and 
ministration remained in the llands of the paper were treated as State monopolies 



ancl farmed out Lo the Pandits. Tllc r1gh1 to 
legalise m,irriage ~ v a s  farmed 0111 ;lncl the 
offlcc of tlie grave dagger was ,ilw taxccl. 
Prostit~~tes were taxcd, ancl ci~erything, 
save air ancl rvatcr was brc)ughl ilnclcr 
taxation. The ncw settlemenl brouglil an 
encl of all this ~nhuman laxalion. Sclllc- 
111enl operation itrere conduclecl in Ballis- 
Inn ,)nd 1,adakIi  luring 1901 and 1904 

The Inncl setllenient give much ncedccl 
securily to the cultivators ancl bcct1mc rc- 
sponsiblP their increasing prosperity. 
The revc~iuc of the Statc also incrc~seci by 
morc than 100 per cent. Hcgnr ,~bolisIicd 
officially bv Slate Council i n  189 I .  Und~>r 
the able guidance oi [he Resident, progress 
wrds acliie\rccI in all dircctio~ls. A mcllcoro- 
logical obscrviitvry was csi,iblisl~c~cl '11 

Srinagar in 1890 and rains giiugc ivcrc 
established in a11 principal stalions in the 
State. Within a span of five ycars, mc.lcorc>- 
logical observatories and r,liri 1;;luge sln- 
lion \\rere cstclblished at Jnnlmu, I<amban, 
Kishtaivnr, Puncli, Dome1 Skarclu, Gilgit, 
Leli, Kargil, Dras, Anantnag anct Ddri i l l i i l .  

During \he reign of Pr,~tiip Sirigh, 
Kashmir was greatly lra~isformc~~l. And n o  
othcr faclor conlributecl so n l~~cl i  to~i~nrds 
this cncl 'is the improvemt.111~ ecfecleil in 
tlie mealis oi transport and communic,ltion. 
The first major step was tiikcn i n  lXL)O 
whtw the Jhclum Valley Carl I<o,1cl, fro111 
Kohal'i to Baran~ulla was co~nplc~lc~cl. I1 

was Iiltvr extcncle~l to Srinagiir i l l  IXL)7. In 
1922 anolhcr grc.,lt 11igll~',iv, l11c' I~;lnili,11 
Cart Koacl, was thrown opc.11 lo tlic, 1'~lblic 
~raCiic. I t  coliliccted Srin'lgnr, Ilic, silmmc'r 
cnpilal, ~ v i l l i  Jun11nu, the winlc~r c,ipilal of 
~IicStaIc~. Rcsiclcs lhesc~,mnny ic~cclcr roacls 
in llic V,illcy ancl lliose connccling Srindg'lr 
wilh Gilgit iilld 1.eh \vcre also complclc~d. 

I t  was i l l  tlie field of educatio~i that the 
British leil an important impact. They 
cstablis1ic.d tlie first English School in the 
State which followed tlie university 
syllabus. Tlle snlne pattern was copied by 
lhe schools, which were established by the 
Stale u~icler the directions of the Resident. 
English was i~llroduced in the State Schcmls 
in 1886. But the growth of the education 
was very slow. "Out or a pop~rlation of 
52,576 t-lindus only 1,327 are receiving 
St,~le inslruclion, ivhile ou t of a population 
7,57,433, Muliamcdans, only 233 obtains 
'iny benefit from lhe Stcile Schools. These 
figures also shoiv Llial lliougli the I-linclu 
form less t l i~n  7 per ccn t of tlie population, 
they obtain maximum benefit of the 
education bcslo\ved by  the state " This 
\vas the stntc l>( aifilirs i l l  1891, and 
accorclingly ~11c scliemc of studies 
prescribccl for [he school was impro\red 
nncl \flllagc scliools were established. 

I lowc\fcr, l l~c people of Kashmir had 
also Lo pass through some vcry Lrying times 
during the carly years of lJmtap Singh's 
rule. The cholera epidemics of 1888, 1892, 
1902, 1906 and 191 0 took i~ lienvy toll of life. 
The great floocls of l893 ancl 1903, ancl tlie 
fires of I892 and 1Hc39 illso ca~~l;ecI co~isid- 
erable loss. The people suffercd heavily 
clilc lo floods ancl fires of 1892 ancl 1899. A 
great number of yeoplc cliccl oT starvation 
conibinecl ivith the hoarding of foodgrains 
resorlecl lo by [lie local lr,~clcrs cluring the 
T:irsl World War period of 1913-1 H led lo an 
, ~ c t l l ~  food sliort,lge. As a rcsult, lhe price 
of ~ r n l i ~ ~ s k ~ ~ ~ l  rice, nncl ilicstaplc. foocl of [he 
people 01' K,lsl\n~ir, rosc iron l b .  3 per 
Klr~r ionr  (l92 Ibs) in 1916 to 1<s. 24 in 1921. 
Various mcasurcs initinled by the Stale 
Co\~ernmc.lrt to de'll ~ v i l l i  thc situalion ended 
in a failure. Uliimalely, i t  w,ls decided 10 



collect a part of the land rcveliue in kind 
ancl to distribule the rice thus collectecl lo 
tlie inliabila~lts of Srinagar at chcnp rates. 
Thus came into existence the 1:ood Co~ilrol 
Department of tlie State. 

Hari Siriglr (1925-47) 
I'ratap Singh left no issue of his own 

when lie died on September, 1925. I-lence 
lie was succeeded by his neplie\v, I-lari 
Singh, son of Raja Aniar Singh. 

The campaign of progress first launchcc1 
by Ranbir Sing11 and then syslemalically 
pursued under Pratap Singh was carried 
further by the reformative spirits of the 
new Maharaja. In less than six years, laws 
were passed tvhicli over-liaulecl al~nost 
every depart~iient of the State. Flari Sing11 
initiated a vigorous policy of reI'ornis. Right 
on tlie occasion of his R l ~ j - ' f i l l ~ k ,  he an- 
nounced grant of \~arious righls and con- 
cessions to his subjects. Immediately after, 
reforms were i~ltroduced in the revenue 
administration of the state. A constitu~ion 
was promulgaled in Marcll, 1927 unclcr 
which the civil adminiskatio~~ was entrusted 
to a Council of 6 Ministers. The Maharaja 
presided over the Council. A spcci,ll com- 
mitec was appointed to recommend re- 
fornis in t l ~ c  financial administration, or- 
gm~iisntic>n of various dep,lrt~nc>~~ts ancl 
recrui tment to State services. An Anli- 
Corruption Enquiry in Go\ ler~~rnt~~i t  Of- 
fices rccommencled ways a11d mc.,1lls to 
eradicate i t .  In March, 1928, I-lari Singh ap- 
pointecl a I-fig11 Court of J~~clicnlurc I'or thc 
first Lime in lhc State. 

S~lii~lltaneously the publicopinion \v,is 
graclu,llly gclting organised in tllc St'ltc 
and movcmenls for grc,ltt3r cconomlc 
oppi>r t~~i~i ly  ,?ncl security, pc>lilical l~bcrty 

and social justice were gathering support. 
Both the Kashmiris and tlie Dogras of 
Jammu calanioured for more representa- 
tion in Scrviccs. As the State Administra- 
tion was in the hands of outsiders, the 
Maharaja promulgated the State Subjects 
Act, so thal the interests of the local people 
could be safeguarded against outsiders. 

As the M~~slimsof Kashmir had taken to 
the western education very late, the defini- 
tion of the hereditary StateSubjcct brought 
liltle g m 1  to lliem. Fornii~ig on ovcr-wlielm- 
ingmajority, tlieys\ill lagged hellincl other 
communities in regnrcl to their representa- 
Lion in the State services. 111 1929, ll~erefore, 
sonie prominclll members of their com- 
muni ty approaclied the Cover~imen t to 
reserve a number of posts for the Muslim. 
The Covemrna~t, howe\ler, refused lo admit 
their places. The resultant discou~~tentment 
ultimately led in July, 1931 to mess up- 
surge of pcople. Subseque~llly anti-Cov- 
ernment agitations also took place at vari- 
ous places in Kashmir a n ~ l  Jammu. Many 
Kashmir Muslims were jailecl and turned 
outof theState. A few dozen Muslims diccl 
due to military and Police firings. I t  was at 
this juncture that Sheikh Mohammad 
Ab~lullali, cnicrged as a leader of the masses 
and continued to influence their clesting. 
During 1wst5U years or more, inspite of his 
besl efforts l l ~ e  Maharaja co~rlcl not stem 
the tide oI'scctIiing unrest. The All Jammu 
ancl Kashmir Muslim Conference as a 
Muslim organisation tvhich sought lo 
uphold and prolect the rights of Muslims 
in the State, played a leading role in the 
'~gitation. The agi ta tion however, created a 
deep iniprt.ssion 011 the Maharajii. Aflc'r a 
short sp'111 of repression, the Mal1,1raja 
s~vu~lgbiick l0a morcrnlional,~~~ci positive 
a tlilude. Tl i t~Sta l t~Co\rer i~mc~~l  appointed, 



in November 1931, a Commission, pre- 
sided over by Glancy, an officer of the 
Foreign and Political Department of the 
Government of India, to enquire into the 
grievances of the Muslims and other com- 
munities also. While the Glancy Commis- 
sion were in progress, a Constitutional 
Reforms Conference was convened by the 
Government to examine the issue of fur- 
ther constitutional reforms. The Glancy 
Commission recommended a "fair and ade- 
qua te representation in services to all the 
communities, grant of freedom of press 
and platform, return of the confiscated 
Muslim religious sites and Mosques and 
establishment of a representative Assem- 
bly. The Maharaja readily accepted these 
recommendations. But this failed to sta- 
tisfy the majority community. Now they 
decided to continue their struggle for the 
achievement of their rights in a more or- 
ganised manner, for achieving other civil 
and political rights. 

In accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Constitutional Reforms Con- 
ference and the Franchise Commissions 
the Jammu and Kashmir Regulation No.] 
of 1933 was passed by the Maharaja. The 
Act provided for the establishment of an 
Assembly, to be called, the "Jammu and 
Kashmir Prajn Sabha." The Assembly was 
to consist of 75 members of whom 33 were 
to be elected. Franchise carried high quali- 
fications and only 6 per cent of the people 
became entitled to vote. The Sabha was 
empowered to ask questions, introduce 
resolutions and legislate on such matters 
only as were specified for its purview. 
Power to legislate with regard to the rest 
was reserved by Hari Singh for hi~nself. 
The Sabha was also empowered to discuss 
the State budget but was vested with no 

powers to spend any portion of the reve- 
nues. The Praja Sabha which had only 
recommendatory powers, originally con- 
sisted of 75 members - 12 Government 
officials, 16 State Councillors, 14 nomi- 
nated and 33 elected members. The last 
named category included 21 Muslims, 10 
Hindus and 2 Sikhs. At least, the Maharaja 
had agreed to grant partial representation 
to all communities in the State. But, still he 
retained all law making powers with him- 
self. The Maharaja promulgated the 
constitution Act of 1939. Under the provi- 
sions of the Act, the executive authority 
continued to be rested in the Maharaja. In 
civil administration he was to be assisted 
by a Council of Ministers. The Prime Min- 
ister was to be the President of the Council. 
The Council was to hold office during the 
pleasure of the Maharaja and was respon- 
sible to him alone. The Council was em- 
powered to promulgate orders and ordi- 
nances in case of emergencies and when 
immediate legislation was necessary. 

It goes to the credit of Hari Singh to in- 
troduce many schemes of public welfare 
and utility. During his reign, special stress 
was, however, laid on the measures to 
protect the agriculturists. Thus, under the 
Agriculturists Relief Act, a debtor could 
bring his creditors to a court of law for 
settlement of accounts. This freed the peas- 
ants from the rapacity of the money lend- 
ers. The Land Alienation Act forbade the 
transfer of agricultural land to the non-ag- 
riculturists. The agriculturists also acquired 
the proprietary rights and exemption from 
the payment of such dues as Nazrarra and 
Malikona. If they wished toeffect improve- 
ments in their lands, they could get from 
the Government loans on easy terms. The 
village communities who had no villages 



commons were allowed to occupy the H~alsa 
land equal to their holdings. The term of 
the land settlement was extended to forty 
years. Begar of forced labour was com- 
pletely abolished. 

The Maharaja accepted all the recom- 
mendations of the Glancy Commission and 
issued order for their implementation. But 
most of his good their intentions were 
sabotaged by the Pandit Community, which 
controlled all departments of the Govern- 
ment. 

In March 1946 the British Government 
sent to India the Cabinet Mission which 
proposed a Federal Union of India. In May 
the same year the National Conference 
launched on the pattern of Quit India 
movement of 1942 a Quit Kashmir move- 
ment against Maharaja Hari Singh. The 
State Government tried to suppress it and 
arrested all political leaders. 

By now the British had made up their 
mind to Quit India. They announced on 
June 3,1947 the Mountbatten Plan which 
envisaged the partitioning of the country 
into two Dominions of India and Pakistan. 
The Indian States were allowed to accede 
to any of the two Dominions. The Ma- 
haraja was thus faced with another prob- 
lem; he was required to decide whether he 
should join lndia or Pakistan. But he could 
not come to any decision. To help him in 
the matter, Mountba tten, the last British 
Viceroy to India, flew to Srinagar on June 
19, 1947. Still the Maharaja remained un- 
decided. On August, however, he tried to 
enter into a "stand-still agreement" with 
both India and Pakistan. While the former 
hesitated, the latter accepted this arrange- 
ment two days latter. In the meantime, the 

actual partition of India took place on the 
night of August 14-15, creating two coun- 
tries of Pakistan and India. 

I t  seemed that Hari Singh had succeeded 
in gaining time to come to a final decision 
on the question of accession. Kashmir was 
passing through a crises. In September 
1947 the State came under an economic 
blockade when Pakistan suspended s u p  
plies of all the essential commodities to the 
valley. On the 28th October, 1947 at the 
instance of Pakistan, a large number of 
tribesmen equipped with modern weap- 
ons began invading Kashmir from the side 
of Muzaffarabad. This compelled Hari 
Singh to join the Indian Union and ask for 
India to render immediate military aid. 
The next day a bath of the Indian forces 
was flown to Srinagar. By now the invad- 
ers had already reached Baramulla, the 
Indian forces fought a successful battle 
with the tribesmen within five miles of 
Srinagar. And by the end of March 1948, 
the latter were pushed back from a major 
portion of the State territory. Finding the 
tribesmen in a hopeless condition, Paki- 
stan's regular army also marched into Ka- 
shmir to help the former. As such the Gov- 
ernment of India presented a case against 
Pakistan in the United Nations. 

In the meantime Shaikh Mohammed 
Abdullah had been set free and an Interim 
Government of the State with him as the 
Prime Minister had started functioning. 

Drive against the invaders continued 
till January 1,1949 when a cease-fire was 
declared at the intervention of the Security 
Council of the United nations. This left 
Muzaffarabad, Gilgit, Mirpur and a part of 
Punch with the invaders under an over-all 
control of Pakistan. 



While the Kashmir question lay before thc 75 seats. Bccnuse the clcclions admit- 
the World body, Hari Singh went ink) tedly werc not frec nor fair only one party 
Voluntary exile and his son, Kamn Singh, fought Lheelections. In ils very first scssion 
took over as Regent of the Stale on June oCOclober 1951, LhcCons~itu~nt Asscn~bly 
20,1949. On the autl~ority of the latter's aholishcd the heriditary rule of 111e 
proclamation of May 1951, elections to thc Maharaja. Wi th this the Dogra pcriod came 
State Constituent Assembly were held. to end in the Statc, in 1951. 
Therc won for the National Conference '111 



KISHTAWAR 
(Mini Kashmir) 





CULTURE 

T he Valley of Kashtawar is known 
as Kishtawar now. Its ancient name 
is Kashtavata and it lies to the south- 

east of the Valley of Kashmir on the 
upper Chenab. Lying at an elevation of 
5300, above the sea level, its climate is 
somewhat warmer and snow melts as 
soon as i t  falls during the four winter 
months. The valley is full of flowers and 
fruits amidst mountains. Kashtawar is 
mentioned as an independent hilly king- 
dom by Kalhana in his Rajatarangini. It 
retained its independent existence till 
l822 when it was subjugated by Gulab 
Singh for his master Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh of the Punjab. At that time more 
than half of the inhabitants of Kashta- 
war were Kashmiris. 

The Pir Panchal range is the most 
prominent range in the Great Himalaya. 
I t  looks majestic due to its conspicious 
snow-covered mountains. This range 
starts from the Kishanganga gorge to 
Deo Tibba in Himachal, where i t  merges 
with the Great Himalaya. It leaves 
Kashmir at the borders of Chamba but 
is pierced by the rivers Jhelum and 
Chenab in tremendous gorges at Uri and 
Kishtawar. Both the river Jhelum and 
the Chenab cut across the Pir Panchal 
range, below Baramulla and below 
Kishtawar. But this physical feature 

creates a flat terrace hanging about one 
thousand metres from the bottom of the 
Chenab, which is known as the Valley 
of Kishtawar. On both sides, the Pir N 
Panchal range rises to Naginshoru (4089 
m) in the east and Piparan (4041 m) in 
the west. In between, the terrace of 
Kishtawar hangs like a ledge, 

The crest of the Fir Panjal range is 
made up of volcanic rocks. The whole 
range is chiefly of amygdaloid trap and 
at some places composed of limestone 
and mica schist. An d d  legend also tes- 
tifies that the region had witnessed many 
earthquakes, and the debris had stopped 
overflow of the river Chenab, resulting 
in the creation of a lake known as Gob- 
ronsar. After some period another sever 
earthquake resulted in the removal of 
hinderences at Thatri and the water of 
this lake outflowed in a river. After the 
water having been drained, terraced land 
appeared. Subsequently, after drainage, 
the land was renamed as Govardansar. 
In the centre, it still had a small lake, 
which is the present site of the town of 
Kishtawar. It is a mountainous region, 
bisected by the Chenab, which on being 
joined by the Maru Wardwan river, 
flows almost due south. None of the 
mountain ranges measure less than 3485 
metres. However, the region is inter- 



spersed here and there with plain and portant Persian history entitled, "Ba- 
low-lying valleys, criss-crossed by nu- haristan-i-Shahi", the region has been 
merous mountains and dense forests. designated as "Kathwar". The capital 

city of the territory bears the same name 
LOCATION of Kishtawar, which was also known by 

Situated between N. 33-0 and 34-0 and the different names of Samarthgarh, 
E. 75-0 and 76-45, Kashtawar, officially Cobaransar1 Mahakalgarh, Pollit Man- 
spelled as Kishtawar is a land of peren- samragarhl Cherahar, and BhOOhagar- 
nial beauty. Kalhana speaks about it in A Persian poet has given the etYmo- 
his Rajatarangini as "a garden of for- logy of Kishtawar in the following 

ests" and in fact more than half of Ka- Verses: 

shtawar is filled with dense forests. It 
is a hilly country made of undulating Kasht ranj amad ba Hindi jaiwar 

plains of varying heights located be- lai-ranj amad ba manay Kashtwar. 

tween the lower hilly tracts of Hima- Har ki sakin may shawud dar Kashtwar 

layan ranges. Geographically, the region Kard bayid ain do jeezish akhtiyar. 

is divided into various areas, important Roz darad nafs ra dar soz-i-joh 

among these are-Nagasane, Paddar, Shab zi  sarma bayidish tark-i-hijoh. 

Udale, Kontwara, Dachhin and Maru 
In Hindi, it means the region of grief. Wardwan. Nagasane, the main valley 

of the river Chenab lies between Pad- A habitant of Kishtawar has to do 
dar and the town of Kishtawar up to t , ~  things; 
the Ladri Nala. Paddar is the far-flung 
area lying in the north-east end of Kish- During day, he has to remain h u n g a r ~ ~  
tawar, adjacent to the borders of Hima- 
chal Pradesh. Paddar is the home of 

During night, he has to shiver in cold. 

world famous lustrous blue sapphire 
mines. Maru Wardwan comprises the 
whole of Maru Wardwan valley towards 
the north of Kishtawar. This valley is 
famous for its antiquities in the form of 
inscriptions carved on stones. 

ETYMOLOGY 

The etymology of Kishtawar is 
shourded in mystery. In the Survey of 
India maps, the region has been desig- 
nated as Kishtawar while the European 
authors of the 19th century have desig- 
nated her as "Kashtvar" or "Kashtwar". 
Kalhana in his Rajatarangini has given 
the name of "Kashthavatta" to the an- 
cient territory of Kashtawar. In an im- 

This etymology was construed by the 
poet after the region lost its independ- 
ence in early 19th century. 'The pres- 
ent condition of Kishtawar is not that 
of the times of its rightful Rajah, who 
claimed, in common with the Maliks of 
Shahabad in Kashmir, a descent from 
Nurshivan, King of Persia, and whose 
grandfather was the first Mohammedan 
Rajah of the country. The Moghul em- 
perors were kindly disposed towards the 
Rajahs of Kishtawar and gave them 
Jaghirs or grants of land in Kashmir, 
which they possessed till the time of 
the Siks. After being taken possession 
of by Gulab Singh of Jammu, the 
oppression and rapacity of the Sikhs 



reduced the revenues to a paltry amount result that we have to turn to the Greek 
of a few thousand rupees." The above and the Chinese sources. Under such 
description given by a foreign author lamentable circumstances, what will be 
makes the etymology given by the sen- the position relating to Kishtawar. We 
sitive Persian poet, more explicit and hear about Kashtavatta, which is the 
understandable. name given to Kishtawar, in the Sanskrit 

literature for the first time during 
According to another legend, Kishta- Kalshats rule (1063-89). It appears that 

war Owes its to K a s h ~ a ~ a ,  like Kashmir, Kishtawar was also a 
whose name is also associated with Ka- ,,foreign to the sanskrit 
shmir. In case of Kashmir, it has been It is astonishing that a clear 
claimed that the name of the country is reference to Kashmir comes from the 
derived from K o s h ~ a ~ a - ~ u r a  Or the Greek sources, particularly, by Ptolemy, 
Of K a s h ~ a ~ a  Or from f f i sh~a~a-War j  Or who names the valley as "Kaspeiria" 
the house of Kashyapa. Keeping in line which into Prakrit phonotis comes 
with this trend, it is claimed that Kish- nearer to t,Kashvira.tt while giving 
tawar derives its name from f f i s h ~ a ~ a -  location of the Valley of Kashmir, he 
war Or the place Of K a s h ~ a ~ a .  It is speaks of Kaspeiria situated ''below the 
legendary that it was K a s h ~ a ~ a ,  sources of the rivers Bidaspes and 
first Kashmir, Such type Of Sandabal, which represent the present 

propounded rivers, known as Jhelum and Chenab. 
Oriental writers have no solid base, and According to hirn, the whole region is 
as such, have been rejected later held by the Kaspeirians. It is clear that 
researchers. according to Ptolemy, the Kashmiris did 

hold the whole region between the 
For locating the correct source for the sources of Chenab and fielum. ~h~ 

Kashtawar now pronounced as region would indude some territories 
Kishtawar, we have to consider the ety- of the present Himachal Pradesh, such 
moiogies of, Kashan, a district in Iran, as chamba. we do find powerful kings 
Kash-gar, a famous city in Central Asia, in the history of Kashmir, like 
Hindu-Kasht the mountain range in the pravarasena, Lalitaditya Muktapida, 
north-west of Pakistan, Kashkar1 the ~ ~ l ~ ~ h ~  and Shihabuddin, having held 
region in the north of Kafristan and Chi- sway on most parts of India, including 

and Other place which are the hilly states of Punjab. But as a general 
prefixed the Kashl Kish Or political philosophy, the Kashmiri kings 
Kush. We will consider it later, when felt -with having a ring of 
we about the Kassite feudatory kings around their state. Even 
These Kassites are termed as Khashas in Tsang informs about the hibutory 
Sanskrit works. states around Kashmir. 

Another significant fact worth noting ICASHMIR AND KASHTWAR 
is !hat exact geographical information 
about, so famous a country like Kashmir We also find Kalasha, the King of Ka- 
is lacking in Sanskrit literature, with the shmir, convening a conference of feu- 



datory states in 1087 A.D. which is at- a matrimonial alliance with the Mughals, 
tended to among other rulers, by the and the Kashmiri Sultans. Thus, Kishta- 
Rajas of Bhadrawah, Kishtawar and war establishes very closed political links 
Chamba. All this not only suppliments with Srinagar and Delhi. 
but testifies to the correctness of the state- 
ment of Ptolemy that prior to the ad- STONE AGE I N  KASHTAWAR 
vent of the Christian era, the whole re- It  has been asserted by the legends 
gion the sources Of Jhelum and of the land that Kishtawar was once a 
'henab was the Kas~eirians." lake. It is a facl that the region is hilly 

with undulating plains with a varying 
In bygone dayst the 

Of Kashmir altitudes ranging from 5300 ft. to 5400 
was the centre Of ft. above the sea level. These plains are 
about Hiuen Tsiax'g ou-Kong the result of glacial forces and have ex- 
and Al-Biruni have made special men- isted from antiquity under the shadow 
tion. While the nearest regions were di- of very high mountain ranges. Hitherto 
rectly administered from Srinagar, the it held that there was no stone age 
Outgoing regions paid allegience to in Kishtawar but the existence of mega- 
central authority. Thus, according to liths and stone implements various 
Hiuen Tsiang, not only Urasha. Prontsa. sites point to the existence of such an 
n l j a ~ u r i  and S i m h a ~ u r a  in the age in the region. It may be noted that 

were having no a t  the the Nags tribes did establish early set- 
time of his journey, but Taxila, even de- tlements in ~~~h~~~~~ and some sites 
pended directly on the administration like Damar-nag, Kani-nag Godarash-nag 
from Srinagar. After a few centuries, we and ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i - ~ ~ ~  testify to this fact. Then 
find eight kings, including the rulers of the other tribes like the A~~~~~ 
Kashtavatta and even Chamba, coming and the Kassites. According to the ~ ~ d -  
to Srinagar to pay lheir homage to the dhist legend, the Valley of Kashmir was 
sovereign- few facts peopled by the Buddhists after its drain- 

the nature ties between age. Hiuen Tsang also relates the same 
Kishtawar and other hill states with Ka- story when he says that the heaga 

shmir. We find that up to the l l th cen- were subdued by ~ ~ d h ~ ~ ~ t i k ~  at the 
tury, Kashmir exercised effectively her time he drained the lake occupying the 
suzerain it^ Over Chambaf Kangra and Valley of Kashmir. We can safely infer 
Kulu, while Kishtawar maintained an that the same thing might have happened 
"independent position" but friendly and Kishtawar also and the existence of 
allied to Kashmir. The Kashmiri kings Buddhist sites population, even at 
had entered into matrimonial alliances present, testifies our hypothesis. 
with these rulers and imported queens 
from the hill states. For instance, Sus- Between Zanaskar and Kishtawar, we 
sala had the Chamba princesses as his have numerous glaciers, which are 
queens. We find Kishtawar, more linked slowly melting away. To what extent 
with Kashmir, after the 11th century. A these glaciers have contributed to the 
times comes, when it, even enters into existence of terraces, requires to be ex- 



amined scientifically but it is a fact that was a blend of the Mediterranean with 
the region has passed through a glacial the Caspian species. There was a time 
age. After this, the stone age started in when it was claimed that many branches 
Kishtawar and some of the stone imple- of the Aryans of Central Asia had moved 
ments testify to it. towards also directions in search of 

lands. Now, further researches have 
ANTHROPOLOGY proved the existence of many waves of 

Mankind has been divided into four earlier tribes towards the east and west. 

main races--the Caucasoids, the Mon- These tribes moved into the Himalayan 
region from the north and the north- 

goloids, the Negroids and the Aus- 
west. One of the branches crossed Pamir, 

traloids. Within this major classification 
moved to Kashgar and then entered 

there are many sub-races which emerged 
Kashmir. "From there it moved forward 

due to the admixure of the main races. 
slowly and steadily into the middle belt 

The Caucasoids originated in the regions 
of the Himalaya, subjugating and sub- 

around the three waters known as the 
duing the aboriginals and establishing 

Caspian, the Black and the Mediterra- 
its colonies in the hills and valleys of 

nean Sea. The principal sub-race among 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Gurhwal, 

the Caucasoids is termed as the Medi- 
Kumaon and Nepal. This important 

terranean and they were the major colo- 
branch came to be known as Khashas, 

nizers of Europe and Asia. Another sub- 
who are considering to be Kashatriyas." 

race among the Caucasoids has been 
termed as the Alpines because they ex- 
tended between the Alps and the Bal- 
kans. Most of these sub-races got inter- 
mixed later on and their blend origi- 
nated in the advent of tribes known as 
the Aryans, the Semites and the Hemites. 

The advent of the Aryans in the north- 
west of India has been dated to about 
1500 B.C. However, some Semite migra- 
tions from Mesopotamia had occured 
earlier into Iran and Afghanistan. We 
have found no traces of the Aryan sym- 
bols like horse or iron at Mohenjodaro 
and Harappa. Skeltons from both these 
places represent the original stock from 
Mesopotamia. This leads us to conclude 
that the Indus valley civilization was 
founded by some other tribes before the 
onslaught of the Aryan tribes. The stocks 
living in Iran, Afghanistan and the north- 
west of India are mostly Semites which 

THE KASSITES 

The Kassites were a sub-stock of the 
Aryan tribes, whose exploits are 
shrouded in mystery. They were known 
differently in various lands. We hear of 
them as Kasshu in ancient Babylonia. In 
Egypt, where they ruled, they were 
known as Kush. According to the Pu- 
ranic tradition, the Kashi dynasty was 
founded by Kashva. In the Old Testa- 
ment Kish is spoken of as a man of power 
among the Semites. One of the Kassite 
chiefs, Khas-khem invaded Egypt and 
established his power at Eritrea and 
Nubia which were renamed as Kush and 
Kash by him. It was due to this reason 
that the Nile region was known as Kush 
and Kash during ancient times. Even at 
present the Kassite remanent is found 
in the town of Kosh in Nubea. 



It was in 1780 B.C. that the Kassites 
established themselves as rulers in Baby- 
lonia. It was during this period that they 
settled in Elam mountains. They named 
their capital as Kish and designated their 
kingdom as Kashi. From Mesopotamia 
they spread themselves into Iran and 
established their settlement in Kashan. 
They were known as Kossai in Iran, from 
which country they proceeded further, 
crossing the Hindu-Kush mountains. They 
founded a settlement in Central Asia 
which is known as Kash-gar even at pres- 
ent. The Kassites reached Kashmir and 
Kishtawar after crossing the river In- 
dus. Both the names were given by them 
to these two valleys, which they termed 
as Kasheer and Kashtawar. 

ACCOUNTS OF KASHTAWAR 

Our information for Kishtawar may 
be divided into Sanskrit, Persian, Eng- 
lish and Urdu manuscripts, books and 
records. Kalhana mentions i t  as Kashtha- 
vata, and independent hill state in the 
ancient period. Mirza Hyder Dughlat 
who invaded Kishtawar in about 1547 
has written profusely about this region. 
In particular, we have historical records 
of Kishtawar written by Persian schol- 
ars such as Syed Najam-ud-din and 
Pandit Shivji Dhar. In Urdu, we have 
Tarikh-i-Kashtawar by lshrat Kashmiri. 
Another history of region is in Hindi 
by Pandit Dina Nath was utilised by 
Molvi Heshmat Ullah Khan for his 
Tarikh-i-Jammu, which he wrote in 
Urdu. References about Kishtawar are 
contained in Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Tarikh- 
i-Ferishta, Tarikh-i-Hassan, Gulab-nama, 
Baharistan-i-Shahi Tarikh-i-Azami, and 
Mukamal Tarikh-i-Kashmir by Munshi 
Mohammed Din Fauq. Among the writ- 

ers in English, mention may be made of 
the following works: 

1 .  History of Punjab Hill States by Vogel 
and Huchison. 

2. Kashtawar -With pen and rifle by 
Rothfield. 

3. Linguistic Survey of India by George 
Grierson. 

4. Kasheer by G.M.D.Sufi. 
5. Kashmir Under Sultans by Mohib- 

bul-hassan. 
6. The Jammu & Kashmir Territories by 

F. Drew. 
7. Antiquities of Marev Wadwan by 

R.C. Kak. 

A rare manuscript, entitled, Ahwal- 
i-Rajahai Kishtawar translated by Sita 
Ram Pandit was procured by Mr. G.H. 
Arman for us from the manuscript li- 
brary of Dr. Ganda Singh of Patiala. This 
rare manuscript is being used for the 
first time in compiling this work. 

GEO-POLITICAL BORDERS 

At present, Kishtawar has been 
thrown into oblivion. There was a pe- 
riod, when this country was ruled over 
by powerful rulers. During that era of 
its history, its frontiers extended to that 
of Ladakh on one side and Chamba on 
the other sidc. Besides including the long 
Valley of Maru Wardwan and Suru, it 
had full control over Badrawah. The 
Maru Wardwan Valley is about 40 miles 
long lying to the south-east of the Val- 
ley of Kashmir. It is intersected by the 
river Maru, which starts from the gla- 
ciers of Suru, and flows south till i t  joins 
the river Chenab at the town of Kishta- 
war. Badrawah is the valley on the other 



side of Chenab, facing the hanging ter- 2 .  Nagseni: I t  included the villages 
race of Kishtawar. The river Neru comes of Kwartenji, Bhagna, Chandna, Bhatin, 
from the middle of Bhadrawah to join Damji, Chingnana, Bhata Gulhar, Ajna, 
the river Chenab at Doda. There are a Sazar and Cherji. 
series of terraces in the Chenab valley, 
which are used for agriculture and habi- 3. Paddar: This parganah included 
tation. In the accounts of Alexander's the villages of Aphani, Atholi, Batwas, 
Indian campaign, a chief is mentioned Tun, Tyari, Pandel, jar, Chak, Palali, 
under the ethnic appellation of A b i s -  Chaton, Sohall Kadail, Gulabgarh, Layee, 
res. A region comprising the hilly re- Luder, Lavindi, Losain, Muthal, Mati, 
gion between Chenab and Jhelum has Masu, Ligri, Machail, Hamori, Hangu, 
been denominated as Darva-bhisara, a God) ba ban and Onga~ee.  
combination of the names of Darvas and 
Abhisaras. From the notices of the Ra- 4 .  laskar: This parganah is now 

jatarangini, we learn that hilly regions known as Zanaskar in the maps. I t  in- 

occupied by the Khashas extended in cluded the villages of Paddam, Karcha, 

the south-west of the Valley of Kashmir Zangla, Looth and Saini. 

in a semicircle from Kishtawar to the Maru Wardwan: I t  included the 
Kishanganga We know lhat of Tiler, Chanjer, Deharana, 
the Kassites or the Khashas were the Dharie, Rinaie, Pathgam, Kadarna, 
early settlers of Kishtawar. This makes Nopachi, Nawgam, lrdul Af- 
us to that during ib glory. t,, Barmanat Barayan, Choye-Draman, 
the Khashas of Kishtawar might have Rekenwas, Margi, Cumri, Mungli. 
been held sway over and extensive re- 
gion. At the same time, their claiming a 6 .  Dachhnn: It included the villages 
descent from the King of Persia, shows of Janakpur, Chicha, Sonder, Lohrna, 
the high position and status of Kishta- Lupara and Hanzal. 
war among the hill chiefs of the west- 
ern Himalaya. 7. Udale: Among the villages of this 

parganah, the villages of Indarwal, 
OLD PARGANAHS Toggod, Kuchal, Chingam, Darbeel, 

Before its annexation by Gulab Singh Chhatroo, Rahalthal, Sigdeel Moolchetar 
of Jammu, the Kishtawar kingdom are significant. 
contained the following parganahs or 
regions: 

1 .  Khas Kishtnwar: This paragraph 
included, besides the main capital city 
of Kishtawar, the other towns like, Man- 
dal, Matta, Poochal, Palmar, Dool, 
Trigam, Lach Gopa, Lach Gaffar and 
Bhanderkot. Lach Gopa and Lach Gaf- 
far have been renamed as Lach Dayaram 
and Lach Khazana now. 

8 .  Kontwara:  Filler, Pakalan, 
Dharbadan, Saranwan, Seergwar, 
Haorna, Dhar, Kutal, Anjol, Akarbaring, 
Batkoot, Hadar, Bershala, Ohli, S1-landri, 
Halor, Malie, Sangna, Bhandera, 
Naghbatana, Prishmula, are significant 
in this parganah. 

9. Saror . Sartl~al: This parganah in- 
cluded the villages of Jushana, Badhat, 



Salna, Bhagrana, Baroti, Duga, Lass, Cha- 
laso, Kalchanda, Mandar, Niju, Kun- 
wartha, Kukarwas, Tatani, Loondri, 
Dahar, Sharoti, Chandali Pora, Cahan, 
Lawa, Darab Krool, and Janwas. 

10. Doda Saraj: The region extended 
up to the Banihal pass and included be- 
sides Doda, the villages of Cool (Dang- 
batal) Ramban, Peristan and Kandi. 

11. Bonjwah: The Valley of Bonjwah 
nalla, which existed between Doda Saraj 
and Udit was another parganah of the 
kingdom of Kashtawar, which was be- 
stowed of Lakhpat Padyari, who had 
defeated the forces of the Raja of 
Chamba. 

In the past, other regions were a part 
of the kingdom of Kishtawar. Shivji Dhar 
is of opinion that three parganahs of 
other kingdoms have become a part of 
Kishtawar and he describes them as, 
Padar from Chamba, Jasnaskar from La- 
dakh and Maru Wardwan from Kashmir. 

INSCRIPTIONS 

Inscriptions form an important source 
for reconstructing history. Many inscrip- 
tions engraved on stones in Sharda script 
have come to light in Kashmir and Kish- 
tawar. The inscriptions discovered by 
Kak and Vogel in Kishtawar are de- 
scribed below: 

1. An inscription incised on a gran- 
ite boulder, found at Dacchan, in Kish- 
tawar speaks about the construction of 
embankment by Mahimgupta, a resident 
of Viri, during the reign of the illustri- 
ous Nantadeva. The work is mentioned 
to have been supervised by Mahi and 

the date mentioned is the 12th luner day 
of the bright half of Chaitra in the year 
12. The inscription has been composed 
by the son of Laksha. This inscription 
establishes connections between Kishta- 
war and Kashmir, during the 11th cen- 
tury, when Ananta ruled over Kashmir. 

2. An inscription incised on a small 
limestone, found at Zaji Nai in Ward- 
wan, Kishtawar speaks about the estab 
lishment of a stable for the protection 
of horses and cattle by Stipalayudaka, 
grandson of Suphalaka. According to a 
local tradition, the inscription was en- 
graved during the reign of Sultan Zain- 
ul-abidin of Kashmir. Discovered by R.C. 
Kak, this inscription is preserved in the 
Government Museum, Srinagar, Kashmir. 

3. Vogel found an inscription incised 
on a stone lingam at Kishtawar but the 
inscription is too much defaced and has 
not been deciphered as yet. 

As regards the inscription mentioned 
at 2 above, Kak is of the view that this 
river stone boulder measures 2.3 ft. in 
height and 2 ft. in circumference. Ac- 
cording to him the local residents called 
this boulder as "Kalpakan", meaning" 
stone of doomsday. The nearby moun- 
tain also bears this name. It is supposed 
to have been put up by a shephered of 
Zaji-nai. On the top side of the inscrip- 
tion, the sculpture has carved a trident 
of Shiva enclosed by a circle. The mas- 
ter engraver has engraved a standing 
horse between the lines of the inscrip- 
tion. This horse clearly depicts that the 
inscription is about horses. The inscrip- 
tion reads as under: 



"Om sam ... sru .... d...h... traiva ... 
stitah. Rasvav. Raj Mayagha ... titam 
RahLl ladhakPM l l n m ~ . , p u ~ , V a s a g u  
stipalayudakena puterana Suphala- 
ka-pautrena ...p ha ashvapadam vinaya 
pra tishathaptam asvaguoraksha, pu. 
nga." 

"I have made it. I am Rahuladhaka 
son of Thungaka. At this place was 
established a place for horses for their 
protection by the grandson of Supha- 
laka." 

The trident of Shiva is a later addi- 
tion by a shephered who happened to 
be the follower of Shiva. The engraver 
as well as the person who established 
this place for the protection of horses 
appears to be a follower of Buddhism. 
The name of the engraver, Rahula sug- 
gests his religion. 

The inscription found at Dachhan 
reads as under: 

"Om, Sam 12 Chaitra su 

"ti 12 Sri Nantadeva rajiya 

"Sri Chiri vam tavya Mahima-gupta- 
tena tu kritha 

"Karmapati Mahima rupa ruputre." 

Translated, i t  says as under: 

In the Samvat year 12, on the 12th 
day of bright half of Chaita, in the reign 
of illustrious Nantadeva a bridge was 
made by Mahima-gupta, resident of Sri- 
chiri. 

Annatadeva ruled over Kashmir and 
Kishtawar in the 11th century. This 

inscription establishes historical and 
cultural links between Kashmir and 
Kishtawar since ancient times. 

4. The inscriptions painted in colour 
on the ceiling of the caves of Bathastal 
have not been disciphered nor inter- 
preted properly. Kak who discovered 
these inscriptions in 1921 is of opinion 
that these beautifully written inscriptions 
date back to about 3rd century and are 
in the earliest form of Brahmi writings. 
He has openly stated that it is neither 
possible to connect various groups nor 
interpret them. 

According to palaeographic experts, 
during ancient period, in India only two 
writing styles were in vogue and these 
were Kharoshti and Brahmi, both of 
which are offshoots of Aramaic language. 
While Kharoshti reached India via trade 
routes of Afghanistan, the Brahmi 
reached Sind via sea routes. 1t is also 
said that Aramaic was a Sumerian lan- 
guage and its centre was Yemen, which 
was a prominent centre of trade with 
India during 3rd and 10th Century B.C. 
One fact emerges that if Brahmi inscrip- 
tions have been located in this remote 
area of Kishtawar, it establishes that such 
inscriptions would exist in Kashmir also. 
Secondly, the existence of Brahmi in- 
scriptions in Kishtawar establishes its 
palaeographic connections with Sumeria 
or ancient Iraq. 

CYCLE OF SEASONS 

Altitude is the most important factor 
for controlling the climate in the Hima- 
layan regions. Next come the seasonal 
winds and their gravity which makes 
the climate varied. I t  is important to note 



that the lower ranges have a lower snow- 
line and the higher ranges have a higher 
snow-line. Further, the altitudes control 
not only temperature but also rainfall. 
Kishtawar is situated at the height of 
5392 feet above the sea level. The re- 
gion continuous to Ladakh is covered 
with glaciers and remains cut off dur- 
ing major part of the year. Generally, 
there are four cycles of seasons in Kish- 
tawar. The spring begins in n ~ i d  March, 
the summer in early June, the autumn 
in mid-September and the winter sea- 
son lasts for November, December, Janu- 
ary and February. However, the climate 
is, on the whole mild in summer and 
cold in the winter months. The region 
falls in Poor Rainfall Division and on 
an average receives an annual rainfall 
of 891. 032 mms. As a result the climate 
is artic in winter. 

SPRINGS 

In Kishtawar, springs, tanks and 
streams are utilised for irrigational pur- 
poses. However, springs have been used 
for drinking water since ancient times. 
The springs of Gadrnsh-nag, Hodri, 
Hamar-nag, Tailmoochi, Arhi, Kundali, 
Marpanyar, Damar-nag, Sangram-na th, 
Sunderaman, .Arsea and the tanks of 
Sarkoot. Besides this there are many un- 
named springs in Dachhan, Marwah and 
Sarthal. The water of fresh water springs 
is used for drinking and cooking pur- 
poses. I t  has been stated earlier that the 
region is deficient in rainfall. However, 
this deficiency is off-set by springs and 
streams. Due to mountainous terrain, the 
role of the river Chenab, as a source of 
irrigation and water supply, pales into 
insignificance. 

Since ancient times, the spring of 
Gorash-nag, has been a source of drink- 
ing water to the town of Kishtawar. I t  
gushes out of the Konkinbern hill and a 
stream takes its water in the centre of 
the town. The spring of Hamar-nag is 
famous because its water has medicinal 
potentiality. According to a legend the 
water of Tailmoochi spring could be used 
as oil for lamps. The waters of Mar- 
panyar provide much benefit to the resi- 
dents of Oohi, Kaleed and Ousar. An- 
other spring known as Damar-nag is fed 
with glacial water and so is the case 
with Sangramnath. This water from the 
flaciers reaches the flat ground of 
Chowgan and makes it green with vege- 
tation. It is due to this water that chi- 
nar trees have come up in the town of 
Kishtawar. This water is stored in res- 
ervoirs, known as talabs and boulis. The 
water reservoir at Sarkoot is very fa- 
mous in the region, for i t  stores rain 
water. 

Kishtawar is famous for its hot springs 
also. We hear about many springs the 
water of which was supposed to have 
medicinal values. Among the hot 
springs, known as "Tatta-Pani", the 
springs of Padar, Maru and Nag-Saini 
were famous. These springs were very 
popular with those who had joint ail- 
ments or arthritis. Won~en after deliv- 
ery would go to these springs for me- 
dicinal bath. 

MINERALS 

According to experts, the structure 
and topography of the Himalayan moun- 
tain ranges is not conducive to the ex- 
ploitation of minerals. However, geolo- 



gists are trying their best to locate the Old histories of Kishtawar mention 
occurances of minerals. Kishtawar is rich many towns, such as, Padam, Sooro, 
in mineral wealth and its saphire mines Kishtawar, Badrawar, Doda, Moghul 
have earned distinction. Changes of dis- Maidan, Darwas, Pelgam, Padar, inshin. 
covery of other precious gems is bright Among the important villages, mention 
in this region. According to earlier sur- may be made of Sharthal, Karool, Cud, 
veys, important minerals like, gypsum, Ghuri, Barshalla, Chatroo, Kochal, Soon- 
mica, zinc, copper, glass-sand, and clays dar, Danchan, Saini, Machail, Batwas, 
have been located in Kashtwar. The ex- ~ j -na ,  Trigam, Suknis, Rajparan, 
istence of combustible gas under the gla- Nowbug, Ramband, Bhagwar, and 
ciers of Padar and Maru cannot be Joshni. 
doubted. 

NATURAL VEGETATION 
Kishtawar is very famous for its s a p  

phire mines which are under operation Kishtawar falls in the Himalayan 

since 1M1. This pricious stone is inter- snow-line ranges and, as such, is cov- 

bedded in the rocks of Salkhala series. ered with natural vegetation. Such ex- 

Ruby, which is a red transparent vari- tensive stands of pines, decodars, 

ety of corundum, is also found in Zan- beeches, rhodoendrons and birches are 

skar and Kishtawar. There are numer- not available anywhere else except the 

ous other non-metallic minerals in the Himalayan region . In the Chenab al- 

bedded deposits. ley, we have sub-tropical evergreen for- 
ests. we have sub-tropical evergreen 

VILLAGES AND TOWNS forests. However, the cheif trees grown 
in the region are, fir, juniper and pine. 

Kishtawar and some prominent towns On account of wide variety of climate 
in the past when it was a kingdom. The and terrain, there is variety in forest 
region now stands bifurcted and does wealth also. The main species which 
not have its past glory. At present 7370 have been brought under management 
of the villages consist of those which are: 
are inhabitated by a population of less 
than 500 persons only. However, the Fir (Abies Pindrow) 
majority of the villages are very sparsely Chil (Pinus) 
populated and large proportions of Deodar (Cedrus Deodara) 
population are concentrated in a few 
villages only. I t  may be noted that the The forests of Kishtawar are full with 
majority of the rural population is suf- air trees and the valleys are a spactcle 
fering from scarcity of adequate accom- of luxuriant pasturage. While the lower 
modation. Even in the u r b a ~ ~  areas, one- parts of the mountains are covered with 
third of the household live in single room firs, the upper parts are devoid of trees. 
dwellings. About 76% rural houses have however, the r0cks are covered with 
walls made of stone with thatched or juniper bushes. Among the forest flow- 
wooden roofs. ers, mention may be made of the blue 

poppy (meconopsis aculeata) which is 



named as the Queen of Kashmir flow- 
ers. Other flowers which grow profusely 
in the Kishtawar forests and valleys r h e  
dodendron, corydalis govaniana and the 
rose. It may be of interest to note that 
florists have collected 93 species of flow- 
ers from Marau Mardwan Valley of Kish- 
tawar. It has been earlier stated that high 
valleys and forests of the region grow 
many herbal plants, among which, Trul 
(impatents roylei) and Phool-gassa (ach- 
hillium millifolium) are very common. 
Among the other medicinal plants, men- 
tion may be made of polygonum, Lyn- 
chnis, Corydalis, labiataes, alpinum, 
delphinium, acconitum, santonion, and 
soranjan talkh. 

SAFFRON 

Saffron is known as safran in Arabic 
and Zafaran in Persian language, while 
it is known as Kong in Kashmiri and 
kunkunra in Sanskrit. In Hindi, saffron 
has been termed as Kesar. This aroma tic 
flower plant is called crocus sativus in 
botonical terminology. I t  is grown in 
Spain, France, Sicily, Iran, Kashmir and 
Kishtawar. Saffron is highly prized in 
the world as medicine and is also used 
for colouring of confectionary and choice 
kind of food. Since ancient times, Kish- 
tawar is famous for its two products, 
i.e., saffron and sapphire. 

Saffron bulbs are called as guli In Kish- 
tawari, which are sown in mid-July each 
year. These bulbs produce a small quan- 
tity of stigmas and petals during the 
first year. In the second and thrid year, 
the saffron bulbs remain in soil and give 
ample produce. But the fourth year is 
the most effective year of production 
with a bumper crop. Now is the time to 

consider replanting of bulbs which is 
done after the completion of a 5 year's 
cycle. Saffron flowers are dried in the 
sun. Every flower has three orange- 
coloured stigmas, which are considered 
the first quality of saffron. The dried 
petals are beaten with light sticks and 
winnowed so as to form the second qual- 
ity of saffron. The remaining petals are 
adulterated by dyeing with orange 
colour. 

Kishtawar is famous for its high qual- 
ity of saffron and has supplied its bulbs 
for rejuvination of its cultivation in 
Kashmir. 

FAUNA 

Varied and interesting wild life can 
be found in the forests of Kishtawar. 
These forests are evergreen, full with 
trees and shurbs. These forests abound 
in medicinal plants, herbs and flowers. 
There is a variety of game-birds and 
animals in them. The fauna of Kishta- 
war is described as under: 

1. Snow Leopard: (Felix uncia) It is 
named as chot suh Kashmiri and is found 
near the snowline and also called safaid 
cheetah. It is an animal of high eleva- 
tions and can be seen during winter at 
low altitude. It is covered with grey or 
white wool with black spots on the head 
and limbs. There has been a big dimi- 
nution in its number in recent years with 
the result that it is now considered a 
rare specie now. 

2. Tahar: (Hemitragus jemlaicus) I t  
is known by many names as, Khras, \iglu 
and Knrt.It is found among the rocks 
girdled with ceder forests of Wardwan. 



3. Black Bear: (Selenarctos thibetanus) There is a large variety of birds in 
I t  is known as haput in Kashmiri and Kishtawar. I t  includes high altitude and 
lives in caves and hollow tree-trunks. low alitiutude birds, such as, chikor, 
The bear is basically a vegetarian and cuckoo, jackdaw, pigeon, chough, thrush, 
creaks havoc in the maize fields. But oc- pheasant, kite and eagle. 
casinally they carry off sheep and have 
to encounters with shepherds. RESOURCES 

4 .  Serow: (Capricornis sumatrensis) Terraces of fertile alluvial soil are very 

known in Kashmiri as ranru. i t  is found common in the Chenab valley. Kishta- 

among rocks and forests where under war, in itself is a hanging terrace of land. 

growth is very sparse. It is a kind of a There are a series of terraces futher down 

wild goat with horns. Some other va- the valley, and isolated flat basins. While 

rieties of this animal bear the names of the flat terraces are cultivated, the houses 

thex arid pijad. are located on their frings on higher 
slopes, or in hollows cut by streams. Vil- 

5. Hangul: (Cervus Cashmirianus) lages and towns are located at the up- 
per edges of the terraces or on mounds. 

is the most rare animal in world Such chains of villages occur in whole 
and is chiefly found in Kashmir, Kash- Kishtawar. 

tawar and Chamba. Known also by the 
names of barasingo and roos-kot, i t  is found 
in the Maru Wardwan valley. I t  belongs 
to the family of stag, the males whereof 
have branchy horns, the females have 
none. I t  is a protected animal in Jammu 
and Kashmir. According to 1984 census 
of animals, the number of Hanguls in 
the State does not exceed 556. 

Kishtawar is a land of mountains and 
forests. There are glaciers and streams 
in the north-western region. There are 
numerous high level grass-lands with 
varieties of nutritous grasses for cows, 
sheep and goats. As such there is abun- 
dance of wool in the region, which is 
used for producing high quality blan- 
kets, and shawls. 

The other common animals of Kish- 
tawar are: Ponz (monkey) Ramahoon A persian poet has termed "Kishta- 

(wolf) Pochhlov (fox) Shall (jackal) Drin war" as a garden of appricot. Fruit is 

(marmot) and Kail, a specie in the fam- grown in the region and we have sev- 

ily of thex. Among the domesticated era1 varieties of plum, peach and apples. 

animals, mention may be made of sheep, There is great scope to spread orchards 

goat cow and buffaloes, which supply in Kishtawar. 

wool, meat and milk. Kishtawar is fa- 
mous for its woolen blankets, which are 
soft and warm. In the past many-fur- 
bearing animals were hunted in Kishta- 
war but now, this activity is controlled 
under Wild Life Act. 

On the whole, Kishtawar is backward 
in regard to industry and power, How- 
ever, i t  has immence potential to de- 
velop hydroelectric power. A prestigeous 
electric project has been taken in hand, 
which will be bigger than Salal. It is 



possible to build other power stations 
in the gorges. With the production of 
power, the establishment of small and 
big industrial units would become easy 
and viable. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

Kishtawar abounds in many natural 
resources like, mines and minerals, 
medicinal herbs, forests and pastures. 
However, the people continue to depend 
on rural arts and crafts only. Sapphire 
mines have been traced in the Paddar 
region but are not worked on modern 
scientific lines. Kishtawar is famous for 
its woolen blankets which are warm, 
colourful and  artistic. Handlooms 
abound in the region but there are no 
factories for making woolen cloth. Af- 
ter independence, small scale industrial 
units have srung up  in the region. Manu- 
facture of wooden furniture, leather 
goods, Cotton dyeing and bleaching 
units have come up  in recent years. in- 
sofar as workers are concerned, nearly 
91% of them consist of those employed 
as or engaged as cultivators. Workers 
engaged in mining, quarrying, livestock, 
hunting claim about 1% each. 

THE PEOPLE 

We have earlier dealt with the mi- 
gration of the Aryan tribes towards the 
Himalayan ranges. We also spoken about 
the advent of the Kassites, locally known 
as Khashas, Who penetrated from the 
north-west into Kashmir, Kistawar, 
Chamba and other mountain belts. Af- 
ter Khashas came other tribes, such as, 
the Greeks, the Rajputs, the Thakars and 
the Nagas, who mixed u p  with the ear- 
lier people. The net result has been the 
creation of a people having composite 
culture and traditions. 

CLANS AND TRIBES 

The people of Kishtawar still retain 
their tribal or caste surnames. The up- 
per classes carry the surnames of Syed, 
Khwaja, Ghanai, Padyar, Rathor, Shan, 
Chandel, Butyal, Gosani, Rajput, Brah- 
min, Bhat, Shaikh, Mahajan, and Thakar. 

The Kamyars and Ahangars are pot- 
tery makers and blacksmiths. Similarly, 
Sonyars are workers who make orna- 
ments. Sweepers and Meghs are consid- 
ered belonging to menial classes and they 
hold the nomenclature of schedule castes. 
The Meghs as a clan are divided into 
three sections, namely, Kabir Panthi, 
Barwala and Batwal. The Meghs consi- 
tute about 17% of the whole population 
in the region. The Meghs are cobblers 
and shoemakers. They also attend to 
menial jobs of cooks and cleaners. Some 
of them work as herdmen, hunters and 
house servants. Most of the maid ser- 
vants for upper classes are obtained from 
the Megh clans. The per capital annual 
income of the people is very low and 
despicts poverty. However, they are 
light-hearted even in adversity. Their 
honesty is proverbial and they have a 
great regard for truthfulness. Offences 
are very rare in Kishtawar. 

The people of Kishtawar are socially 
backward and economically poor people. 
Having lost their independent identity, 
the people have lived in ignorance and 
illiteracy for centuries. Once a brave and 
noble people, they have now learnt to 
be patient and servile. However, centu- 
ries of cruel rule has not broken their 
moral traits. They are reputed for hon- 
esty, gentleness, faithfulness, super-hu- 
man patience and noble character. On 



the whole they are peace-loving and 
want to lead a calm and sedate life. Ten- 
der in physique, they are neither too 
tall nor too short in stature. On the 
whole, they are healthy and beautiful 
people. 

In Kishtawar, women take equal share 
with men in tilling the land. Sowing of 
seed and harvesting operations. Besides 
agriculture, the ladies are active in other 
activities such as spining of cotton and 
wool, collection of wood twigs and cook- 
ing. The following ornaments in gold 
or silver are worn by women: 

Tikka : a decorative hangining for 
the forehead. 

Arga : 

lurnka : different designs of ear- 
rings. 

Kanwaij : 

Chal : 

D u  r 

Rong : a type of a noose for nose. 

Mal 

Narnah : a type of necklace. 

Vaej  : rings 

Korr : 

Banga : a type of bracelets. 

Panzeb : a decorative ornament for 
ankle. 

FOOD AND DRESS 

The staple food of people is wheat 
barley and maize but rice is used by 
the rich. Meals consist of cllappatis and 
dals. which are served at noon and in 

the evening. Due to the scarcity of milk, 
tea is served without milk but occasion- 
ally, poppy seed is grinded with water 
to make a white cream to be used as a 
substitute for milk. Dals are split pulses 
and beans commonly used as food-stuff 
along with Chappatis which are baked 
bread of wheat flour. Vegetables are 
scarce except green leafly Karam or hak. 
Frequent use of costly vegetables like 
tomatoes, carrot, cauliflower and of 
costly items of meat, chicken and eggs 
depends on the financial position. The 
Kashtawaris in general are poor people 
and preparation of delicacies are meant 
for special occasions like marriages and 
festivals. Dry wood twigs and leaves are 
used as household fie1 for cooking pur- 
poses. Cattle dung is not used for burn- 
ing but is kept as manure, for fertiliz- 
ing of land. 

The dress worn by Kishtawaris con- 
sist of woolen and cotton kurtas and 
slcthans with coats. The waists are girdled 
with a cloth or a rope made of cotton or 
wool. Local weavers weave cotton and 
woolen cloth from yam produced lo- 
cally. Woolen blankets of Kishtawar are 
warm and comfortable. The most com- 
mon foot-wear is made of local leather 
and is called loota. 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

People in general are religious minded 
and superstitious. From ancient times, 
polygamy has been in vogue in the re- 
gion and a man can keep more than one 
wife at a time, the number depending 
on his financial status. Widow marriage 
is common but polyandry is totally ab- 
sent. Child marriage is also absent in 



the region. In general, joint family sys- 
tem prevails in Kishtawar. The people 
believe in ombns and witch-craft. Sing- 
ing without the aid of musical instru- 
ments is common. In spite of diverse 
religions, the people of Kashtawar are 
proud of their common heritage. Besides 
their way of thinking being alike, their 
dress, diet, customs and ceremonies and 
social life is homogeneous. 

LANGUAGE 

Kishtawari, a dialect akin to Kashmiri 
language is the mother-tongue of the 
people in Kishtawar. Nearly 80% vocabu- 
lary of Kishtawari dialect comes from 
Kashmiri. In fact while the Kashmiri 
language has been influenced by Per- 
sian, the Kisl~tawari dialect stands pre- 
served as original Kashmiri. There ex- 
ists no tradition of a folk dance in the 
region. Grierson has pointed out that 
Kishtawar had not only its language but 
alphabets also and he has named i t  as 
the Kishtawari script. This script was 
an intermediatory between the Sharda 
script of Kashmir and the Takri script. 
Some of the scrawls painted on the ceil- 
ing of the caves of Bathastal are defi- 
nitely in the Kishtawari script, which is 
a modified form of Kharoshti. 

As stated earlier, the predominant 
language of the region is Kashmiri which 
has been renamed as Kishtawari or the 
language of the people of Kishtawar. I t  
is evident that Kishtawari is the mother- 
tongue of the masses despite some claim- 
ing Dogri, Pahari, Padari, Siraji and 
Poguli as their mother-tongue. However, 
the percentage of people making such 
claim is insignificant because Kishtawari 
is ~redominarltlv used by people in day- 

to-day talk between themselves. Urdu 
and English is used for official commu- 
nications. 

I t  is a fact that in the Kishtawari, we 
find the original Kashmiri language 
preserved by its people. There are his- 
torical reasons for this happening. While 
Kashmir remained open to the Persian, 
Urdu and English influence, Kishtawar, 
as it stood locked within mountains, re- 
mained aloaf from such influences. In 
Kishtawari, we find original and archaic 
Kashmiri words which have been lost 
in Kashmir. Among the two ancient 
scholars of Kishtawar who wrote in 
Kashmiri, mention may be made of 
Nagasena, the author of Malinda-panha 
and Shatikanth, the author of Mahanai- 
Prakash. The Malinda-panha is not avail- 
able in its original Kashmiri language 
at present but its Pali and Senalese trans- 
lations are viable and are considered as 
a best source of information on Bud- 
dhist philosophy. Nagasena existed 
during the reign of Menandrou, the king 
of North Western India, some time be- 
fore the first century. It was Nagasena 
who converted the Greek king to Bud- 
dhism. The second work, Mahanai- 
Prakash by Shatikanth, written in Ka- 
shmiri of the 13th century deals with 
Shiva philosophy. This is the original 
existing Kashmiri work produced in 
Kish tawar. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Since ancient times, Kishtawar had 
commercial and political relations with 
neighbouring countries. With Kashmir, 
it have had an intimate relation, as is 
recorded in history. A good deal of 
merchantdise found its way into 



Kishtawar from Ladakh. At the same 
time, traders from Islamabad reached 
Kishtawar via Maru Wardwan. Some of 
the Kashmiri kings also found refuge 
in Kishtawar. The old routes from 
Kishtawar to other towns are explained 
as under: 

Various stages on this were : Kishta- 
war-Phalma-Moghul Maidan-Singpur- 
Marbal Pass-Wankringi-Lowai-Wangam- 
Sof-Achibal-Islamabad-Bij Behara-Avan- 
tipur-Pampur-Srinagar. 

Another route lay from Kishtawar to 
Srinagar via Maru Wardwan is described 
in the following stages: Kishtawar-Ph- 
a lma-Eka l i -Sanger -Han ja -Pe lgam-  
Noksar Pass-Nowbug-Karpur-Chana- 
Islamabad-Bij Behara-Avantipur-Pam- 
pur-Srinagar. 

The stages of another route via In- 
shin are given below: Kishtawar-Phalma- 
Sangar-Hanja-Pelgam-Inshin-Margan 
Pass-Martand-Achibal-Islamabad-Bij 
Behara-Avantipur-Pampur-Srinagar. 

Another route lay between Kishtawar 
and Srinagar via Banihal Pass. Its stages 
are as follows: Kishtawar-Phalma-Serai- 
Huts-Doda-Bhagwar-Bararibal Pass- 
Chaon-Banihal Pass-Verinag-Shahabad- 
Islamabad-Bij Behara-Avatipur-Pampur- 
Srinagar. 

2 .  Kishtawnr-Sooroo 

A route which connected Kishtawar 
with Baltistan passed via Sooroo and 
then went to Kargil and Skardu. Its 
stages are: Kisl~tawar-Phalma-Sanger- 

3. Kish fawar- Padam 

For trade with Ladakh, Several routes 
were followed and the one, which passed 
via Padam is described hereinafter: Kish- 
tawar-Phalma-Bagra-Jhar-Seri-Atoli- 
Umshil-Chishoti-Michail-Bujwas-Kuhar- 
Umasila Pass-Batra-Gowra-Ating-Tun- 
grung-Padam. 

4.  Kishtawar-Leh 

Its stages are as follows: Kishtawar- 
Phalrna-Bagra-Jhar-Seri-Atoli-Sole-Ash- 
dari-Darwas-Kilar-Sauch-Korai-Gandhar 
Pass-Chirpat-Miyar-Oadapur-Tirot- 
Jarna-Tandi-Ling Kyun-Patasio-Bara 
Lacha Pass-Kilang-Lingti-Taka-Sangtha- 
Kharnak-Bibrangla Pass-Hankar-Marka- 
Shew-Shashot-Leh. 

5. Kishtawar-Chamba 

I t  is recorded in History that the Ra- 
jas of Chamba, Badrawar and Kishta- 
war were feudatories of the Raja of Ka- 
shmir. These Rajas had established their 
own inter-state relations. During the rule 
of powerful Rajas, Badrawar was an- 
nexed by Kishtawar. The stages of the 
route to Chamba passed through Bad- 
rawar. These are as follows: Kishtawar- 
Joshni-Badrawar-Thannela-Puari Pass- 
Langera-Bungal-Sunu-Digi-Manjeri- 
Kanla-Chamba. 

Jammu came into prominence in the 
19th century. The old route between 



Kishtawar passed through Krin~chi, snow-capped mountains with glaciers, 
which is described as under: Kishtawar- placid lakes and springs. I t  is a land of 
Joshni-Zungalwar-Bhelu-Kalen-Asar- perennial beauty with luxuriant pastur- 
Batoti-Chineni-Dhar-Bali-Krimchi-Dan- ages and dense forests with valleys sepa- 
sal-Nagrota-Jammu. rated by mountain ranges. The lower 

parts of the mountains are covered with 
MOUNTAIN PASSES firs and deodar trees. The slopes are full 

of grass and herbs. Among the wild flow- 
Kishtawar is a land of glaciers and 

ers mention be made of corydalis gova- mountains and it is surrounded by many 
niana, rhododendron, and the blue 

mountain passes, which are mentioned 
poppy. The floral beauty of the Ward- 

below with approximate heights in feet. 
wan valley has enchanted many hikers 

Khutkut Pass : 14370 and travellers. There are abandunt mon- 
tains and glaciers for montaineers and 

Margan Pass : 11600 hikkers. There are many tourist spots 
yet unidentified, in the Maru Wardwan 

Noksar Pass : 13315 valley. Besides luxuriant pastures, the 
region has many hot springs which could 

Marbul Pass : 11570 become a major tourist attraction. The 
famous peaks, Nun Kun (23410 ft . )  can 

Banihal Pass : 9200 be reached easily through Kashtawar 
Dachhan Marwah road. Dachhan has 

Bararibal Pass many streams, springs and willow plan- 
tations, which can serve as ideal tourist 

Umasila Pass : 1 1369 camps. 

Darwas 8429 RECREATION 

Sach Joth Pass : 15500 

Mountain heights are given below: 

Bramaih : 21 059 

21585 

20988 

16516 

TOURISM AND TREKKING 

Kishtawar possesses all the possibili- 
ties to become a tourist attraction. The 

The majority of the people of Kishta- 
war are poor and, as such, have no time 
for leisure and recreation. They work 
from morning to evening and get no time 
for play. Whenever they get time, they 
relax themselves by gossip and fun. 
Generally, ceremonial occassions provide 
them the opportunities of singing, danc- 
ing and play. School children play inter- 
national games like, football, hockey, vol- 
leyball and cricket. Among the local 
.games, hbadd i ,  langis, guli-danda and 
sidode are also played. Sidode is a local 
game of sticks. The players fix a place 
in the ground by drawing a line called 
nishan. Two to six sticks, six inches in 



length, are fixed at the nishan accord- year, at the shrine of Devi Ashta Dah 
ing to the number of players. Each player Bozi at Sarthal which continues for ten 
has to kick a stick with the help of the days. Goats and sheep are sacrificed on 
main stick. Distances covered by these the occasion for the purpose of invok- 
sticks after being hit denotes the com- ing the blessings of the Devi. During 
parative success of each player. After previous times, musicians and players 
the first trial, the sticks are again fixed used to amuse people and most of them 
on the nishan to be hitted again and again used to be Muslims but with the ad- 
so as to continue the game. After final vent of better economic opportunities, 
calculation of distances obtained by each such festivities have been abandoned. 
player the winner is determined. There In the same way, another fair known as 
was a time when the people would join Katak-Jatra was observed in the centre 
folk dances. Even men surpassed women of Chogan every year to commorate the 
in these dances. But now, such dances defeat of the Raja of Basholi at the hands 
have become rare. Music is liked by all of the Raja of Kishtawar. In this festi- 
and is played on festivities and auspi- val, there used to be folk dances, sing- 
cious ceremonies. Folk songs are popu- ing and goat fighting. Besides the above 
lar with the peasants and are sung at particular festivities pertaining to the 
the time of harvest. region, other religious festivities are also 

celebrated by the people. 
FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 

Ashta Dah Bozi Devi 
The people of Kishtawar, in general, The shrine of Ashta Bozi Devi is 

are religious minded and superstitious. considered a very sacred spot in Kish- 
Their way of thinking is same and most tawar. She is considered the tutelary 
of their fairs and festivals are homo- deity of Kishtawar like Sharika Devi of 
geneus. In spite of their diverse faiths, Kashmir According to a legend, the 

possess a common heritage. Valley of Kashmir emerged out of wa- 
Hindus visit Muslim shrines with equal ter when Sharika Devi destroyed 
enthusiasm. A big fair is held, every year Jalodhbava. This very Devi is said to 
in honour of Hazrat Shah Farid-ud-din have travelled to Kishtawar via Marbal 
Sahib at the Ziarat-i-Sharif in the city of pass and settled are Sarthal The legend 
Kishtawar. He was a great saint who also accounts for the belief that like Ka- 
came to Kishtawar in the 17th century shmir, Kishtawar was also a lake in pre- 
from Bagdad and many joined the fold historic times. Every year, people come 
of Islam due to his miraculous powers of the region to quinch their spiritual 
Another big fair is in thrist at this shrine and sacrifice sheep 
honour of Hazrat Shah Asrar-ud-din in honour of tl,e Devi. Many bring their 
Sahib at Kishtawar, who is renowned children for ceremony to this 
for his miraculous powers, in the whole The legen of Ashta Boai Devi 

the fairs are attended hints to the migration of Kashmiris from 
Hindus and Muslims in great number. ~ ~ ~ h ~ i ~  to ~ i ~ h t ~ ~ ~ ~  and their settle- 
Another fair is every ment there during prehistoric times, car- 



rying with them the legend of Sharika fices there is much singing and danc- 
Devi. ing. Till late period, the villagers would 

perform the ceremony of Bhum-jehwai. 
THE KISHTAWAR FORT According to this ceremony, cooked food 

This fort existed in the town of Kish- 
tawar, built on a hillok during the 9th 
century. In the early period, i t  served 
as a royal place but later i t  was con- 
verted into a royal fort. It occupied a 
strategic location for it being the watch 
post of the road leading to Kishtawar 
by the bank of the river Chenab. It had 
mud walls with minarets in between. I t  
was Gulab Sing11 who converted this fort 
into a prison. He used it as such for 
keeping rebels and enemies. I t  was de- 
stroyed under orders of Maharaja Hari 
Singh (1925-47) in accordance with the 
advice rendered by his Prime Minister, 
Wakefield in about 1931. 

SUPERSTITIONS 

The Kishtawaris still believe in witch- 
craft, demons, sorcery and superstitions. 
According to a tradition in Kashmir, 
some women of Kishtawar who are fully 
acquainted with black magic are called 
dains. Logically, the above legend is noth- 
ing but a symbolic representation of the 
women of Kishtawar, who captivate the 
heart of men by charm, elegance and 
beauty. In Kishtawar, the c ro~ l ing  of a 
cock in the evening, sight of a priest in 
the morning, and the cowing of crows 
at night is considered unlucky. The Kish- 
tawaris still believe in omens, talismans, 
charms, amulets and dreams. Walking 
on burnt coal or fire is still practised at 
the shrine of Ashta Dash Bozi Devi at 
Sarthal, on every annual fair. Such fes- 
tivities are known as jatras in Kishta- 
war. In each festival, besides goat sacri- 

placed in plates was taken to the agri- 
cultural fields to be eaten by children. 
This ceremony was considered very sus- 
picious. Another ceremony was to fix, a 
bunch of leaves of fruit trees on a stick 
with a couple of flowers especially nar- 
cissus and a bunch of wool. This mi- 
raculous stick was fixed in the earth of 
every agricultural field with the inten- 
tion of obtaining a bumper harvest. Such 
were the beliefs of Kishtawaris till re- 
cent times. 

THE RISHI ORDER 

The indigenous Sufi Order of Kashmir 
is known as the Rishi Order, which has 
continued there since ancient times. I t  
is a Sanskrit word assimilated into Ka- 
shmiri and is applied to a saint or a 
sage or an ascetic. I t  was Hazrat Nunda 
Rishi, who rejuvenated the ancient 
Hindu ascetic traditions in the 15th cen- 
tury in Kashmir. I t  were the Rishis, who 
composed the Vedas and sang the sacred 
hymns of the Rig-Veda. I t  is for this rea- 
son that the names of many ancient 
Rishis exisl in these hymns. In the an- 
cient Hindu society, a Rishi occupied a 
very high status of honour and respect. 
The Rishis loved humanity and were 
broad-minded. They aspired to live away 
from habitations in the lap of nature. 
The name of Kashyapa Rishi is connected 
with the emergence of Kashmir out of 
the vast lake od Sati-sara. The Nilamata- 
Purana mentions many Rishis of ancient 
Kashmir. Hazrat Nunda Rishi has also 
menlioned the names of Ludarman Rishi, 
Zulkar Rishi, Miran Rashi, Rama Rishi, 



Khalasaman Rshi  and Palasman Rishi, 
who existed in ancient times. This Rishi 
Order of Kashmir is not only unique 
but is different in many respects from 
the Sufi Orders. It is indigenous to Ka- 
shmir and its traditional human culture. 
Free from orthodoxy, the Rishis of Ka- 
shmir won respect from all, irrespective 
of caste, creed and colour. 

HAZRAT NUNDA RISHI 

the third son, Nunda became the stan- 
dard-bearer of all the Rishis of Kashmir. 
Hazrat Nunda Rishi was born at Khi 
near Nila Nag in Gogji-Pathri region. 
His ancestors were employed by the Bhat 
Raja of Nila Nag. His ancestry goes back 
to Kishtawar and it is matter of pride 
for Kishtawaris. Hazrat Nunda Rishi was 
born in 779 A.H. (1382 A.D.) and passed 
away in 842 A.H. (l445 A.D.) Many sto- 
ries are woven about his early life. It is 
said that his brothers induced him to 

Hazrat Shaikh Noor-ud-din, popularly 
become a thief but he failed them. He 

known as Nunda Rishi is the Saint-pa- 
went to a weaver to become an appren- 

tron of Kashmir. His life and teachings 
tice but could not continue and left him. 

are shrouded in myths and legends. We 
IHis parents got him married and his 

know nothing about his ancestors ex- 
wife bore children. After some years, 

cept his pedigree, which is as under: 
he left his family and became a mendi- 
cant. His mother admonished him but "Ugra Sanz, his son Daratpa Sanz, 

his son Zanga Sanz, his son Hanar failed to bring him back. One day, his 
mother, in an angry mood asked him to Sanz, his son Carza Sanz, his son Sal- 
repay the gratitude of her having him lar Sanz, his son Nunda Sanz." 
nursed him with her breast's milk. 

In his poetic compositions, which are Hazrat Nunda Rishi then asked the 

in Kashmiri, Hazrat Nunda Rishi claims nearby stone to give back the milk he 

his descent from the royal family of the had suck. In a miraculous way, the stone 

Sanz. He says: started pouring out milk. 

"Though I am born in a poor family, 
My ancestors were like the royal 
Pandhvas. 
But my father and mother both 
belong, 
To the royal family of Sanz." 

Hazrat Nunda Rishi dug out a cave 
in the karewah of Kaimuh and lived in 
it for twelve years. After some time, his 
wife and children died, leaving him 
alone to lead a life that suited him. He 
roamed in forests and mountains of the 
Valley of Kashmir. He received inspira- 

Ugra Sanz,.who belonged to the rul- tions from a great Kashmiri lady saint, 

ing family of, t'ishtawar, fled away from Lalla Ded. 111 one of his poetic composi- 

his home-land and settled in Kashmir. t ion~ he says: 

After a few generations, Sallar Sanz be- Lalla belonged to Padmznpur, 
came a Muslim at the hands of Firzrat She is immortal; 
Sayyid Hussain Samnani. Sallar Sanz had She is an autar and a yogini; 
three sons, namely Shesh, Kundar and God! I seek the same from thou! 
Nunda. While the elders became thief, 



Hazrat Nunda Rishi has become a 
symbol of Kashmiri culture, which is 
tolerant, kind and just towards all. His 
sayings and sermons lay great stress on 
piety of mind and purity of action. He 
advocates universal brotherhood and to, 
him all of us are the children of God. 
He advocates abstinence, vegetarianism 
and simple life. 

ZAINA RISHI 

Hazrat Nunda Rishi was admired and 
respected by a large number of Ka- 
shmiris irrespective of creed. The Mus- 
lims surnamed him as Shaiklr-ul-Alnm or 
the Shaikh of the world. They also named 
him; Shaikh Noor-ud-din or the light of 
the faith. Some titled him as Shamnsh- 
ul-Arifeen or the sun among mystics. The 
Hindus titled him as Shezananda or the 
saint who has recognised the soul. His 
chief disciples were Hindus who ac- 
cepted Islam at his hands. Bhuma Sadhu 
was a Hindu guru who after initiation 
was renamed as Baba Bam-ud-din. His 
second disciple was Zia Singh, who 

hailed from Kishtawar. After the demise 
of his father, he had to flee from Kish- 
tawar to Kashmir. Both he and his 
mother sought refuge in the hermitage 
of Hazrat Nunda Rishi. Zia Singh 
showed mystic tendencies from his child- 
hood. He was initiated and became 
popular with the people. Hazrat Nunda 
Rishi gave him the name of Zaina Rishi 
and directed him to offer penances in a 
cave at Aish-Muqam. He led a simple 
life, did not eat flesh and remained a 
bachelor through out his life. He trav- 
elled to many regions including Tibet 
and exhibited miraculous powers. 

LATIF-UD-DIN RISHI 

The third khalifa of Hazrat Nunda 
Rishi was Ladi Raina, a landlord of Maru 
Wardwan, a yarganah of Kishtawar. Once 
he came to obtain blessings of Hazrat 
Nunda Rishi, who attracted him so much 
that he abandoned his worldly life and 
became a hermit. After initiation, his 
name was changed to Latif-ud-din. 
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HISTORY 

I n the presence of the king appeared 
the illustratious Uttama-raja, the ruler 
of Kashthavata. 

KALHANA 

The first clear historical reference to 
the ruler of Kashtawar is contained in 
Kalhana's Rajatarangini during the reign 
of Kalasha (1063-89). It informs us about 
the visit of "the illustrious Uttama-raja, 
the ruler of Kashthavata" in 1088 A.D. 
to meet the King of Kashmiri. As such, 
the legendary accounts of earlier kings 
cannot be authenticated on historical 
basis. However, these legends and tra- 
ditions d o  provide a sort of continuity 
to the ancient heritage and culture of 
the region. It is customary with the San- 
skrit scholars to introduce regal names 
of other regions in local narrations and 
weave miraculous stories around them. 
The net result has been that mythology 
has been mixed with history to such an 
extent that credibility of the whole has 
become flimsy. A careful study of the 
history of Kashtawar reveals that super- 
stitious beleifs and myths have been 
presented as historical accounts. Despite 
these doubts, we have no  option but to 
scan these exaggerations and supersti- 
tions and present these accounts in a 
creditable form. The dearth of sources 

has made it very difficult for us to sepa- 
rate tradition from history. 

BUDDHIST PERIOD 

During pre-historic periods, 
Kishtawar was occupied by wandering 
tribes such as the Kash, the Nag and 
the Pishach. Later came other tribes such 
as the Rathore, the Ghanai and the 
Punjsasi. Each tribe made its settlement 
around some source of water like a 
spring, a stream or a river bank. During 
the first century B.C. there appeared 
numerous Greek principalities in the 
north-west of India. A large number of 
Greek coins have been located at several 
places in Kashmir and Kishtawar. 
However the Greek period of our history 
is shrouded in mystery. Buddhism came 
to Kashmir and Kishtawar prior to the 
advent of the Greeks. It was Menandrou, 
the Greek prince who came under the 
influence of Buddhism due  to the 
Buddhist missionary known as Naga- 
sena. A treatise written in question and 
answer form about the above religious 
discussions is titled as Milindapanha. 
Originally this treatise was written in 
"Kashtawari" dialect but the original is 
extinct now. This fact establishes the 
Buddhist period in the region. We also 
have a Buddhist period in Kashmir 



which lingers on up to the 7th century. 
We also know that all the regions of 
"Greater Kashmir", whether politically 
linked with Srinagar or not, were 
connected with i t  for economic links and 
all these hill states used to gravitate 
culturally as well as economically around 
the Valley of Kashmir. We also know 
that several monks from the hill states 
would come to the Rajavihara for 
instructions in Buddhism. I t  is probable 
that Buddhism may have lived in 
Kashmir and Kishtawar up to the 7th 
century and after that its decline may 
have commenced, as in other parts of 
India, due to the onslaught of Shivaism. 
That is the reason that historical writings 
on the Buddhist period are lacking 
among the works of Hindus. 

We still find some traces of Buddhism 
in Kishtawar, in the etymologies of the 
place names, such as, Nagsoon, Sangna, 
Sukhnai and Kaban, which are attrib- 
uted to the Buddhist monks. At the same 
time, there exist still some Buddhist 
population as well as habitations like 
Kaban. 

The name of Nagasena has been con- 
nected with Nagasen or Nagsoon in 
Kishtawar. After the shifting of his capi- 
tal to Skala or Sialkot, Menendar comes 
into contact with the Buddhist monk, 
Nagasena. His, work, Malindayanho 
speaks about the visit of Menander to a 
place near to this town for religious dis- 
courses, after which the king became a 
Buddhist. I t  is also possible that after 
its extinction from Kashmir, Buddhism 
found its refuge in Kishtawar till i t  fur- 
ther proceeded towards Zanskar and La- 
dakh. The monastery at Alchi in Ladnkh 
testifies to its construction by the Ka- 

shmiri Buddhist monks, who were 
skilled in wood-work. The Buddhist re- 
gion of Zanaskar constituted a district 
of Kishtawar uptill recent times. All the 
above information, though scanty, proves 
to the Buddhist period in Kishtawar. 

According to a tradition, when Gyalpo 
of Sooroo, heard about the richness of 
the region, he made preparations for a 
sudden attack. Having , crossed the 
Bhutkul Pass, he led his army into Ch- 
erhar. From that he proceeded further 
up to Thatri. He could have established 
himself in Kishtawar but news reached 
about a rebellion in his native kingdom 
of Sooroo. As such, he left the conquered 
territory to the mercy of the Rathores. 
He only gave the region a name; 
Bhootnagar, which also was forgotten 
after some time. 

CLASS STRUGGLES 

Up to the 9th century, the whole re- 
gion of Kishtawar war and its adjoin- 
ing territories were ruled over by petty 
landlords who termed themselves as 
Rajas. In fact, every village had a Raja 
of its own. The Rathore and the Ghanai 
h-ibes had established themselves in the 
mainland while the northern areas were 
peopled by the Bhutia tribes. Every tribe 
had its own social system. Some lived 
on agriculture while the other were 
mainly shepherds who tended sheep, 
goat and cows. In the mean while an- 
other element entered the tribal society 
and i t  was the class of traders known 
as Punjsasis. These alien traders used 
to be fully armed. They came from ad- 
joining areas of Jammu, Chamba and 
Gurdaspur. A time came when some of 
them settled at Hadri and converted it 



into their stronghold. The other tribes 
counted this act as a sign of danger for 
them. Hence class struggles began to 
occur against the Panjsasis tribe. The 
Rathores and the Ghanais who consid- 
ered themselves rulers of the region in- 
cited other residents against the Panjsasi 
tribes. But they could not subdue the 
Panjsasis who inflicted severe defeats 
on them. Many among the Rathores and 
the Ghanais were killed with the result 
that the Panjsasis became the rulers of 
Kishtawar. However, even after having 
suffered defeats and killings, the 
Rathores and the Ghanais continued their 
struggle like guerrillas and inflicted 
heavy losses on the Panjsasis. Divided 
among themselves, the Kishtawaris could 
not continue for long as independent 
communities and a time came when they 
had to sccumb to a foreign intrigue. 

We have seen some original works 
as well as later works, the majority of 
which have connected the ruling family 
of Kishtawar with Vikramaditya of Ujjain 
in Central India. Some have connected 
the pedigrees of the rulers with the 
Ghores of Bengal. According to them, 
Kahan Paul was the great grandson of 
Vikramaditya. For comparative study, 
these pedigrees are given below: 

Vikramaditya Vikramadityavikramaditya. 

Bhuj. Bhuj. Bhuj. 

Hari Paul. Hari Paul. Hari Paul. 

Manak Paul. Daynak Paul. Manak Paul. 

Kahan Paul. Manak Paul. Kahan Paul. 

Kahan Paul 

It is interesting to note that the pedi- 
gree given in the manuscript in our pos- 
session is somewhat different in as much 
as it replaces Paul into sain. It is given 
as under: 

Vikramaditya. 

Bhujdev Sain. 

Haripaul Sain. 

Manaksain. 

Kahansain. 

In all, it gives the pedigree of 45 rul- 
ers, ending with Jaimalsingh. 

We feel that all these earlier geneol- 
ogical pedigrees are of legendary char- 
acter. It was customary with the Hindu 
rulers to connect their ancestory with 
some famous King of India. In this ma- 
nipulation, the Brahman courtiers would 
indulge to please their masters and con- 
cors false geneological tables. In fact none 
of the earlier rulers had any connection 
with Malwa or Bengal. Some of the Brah- 
mans who had settled in Kishtawar af- 
ter their dismemberment from Ujjain 
after the conquest by the Turks, have 
connected their roots by insertion of 
Ujjain in the pedigrees of these early 
rulers of Kishtawar. 

The other difficulty in reconstruction 
of the history of Kishtawar is its chro- 
nology. In fact the first historical refer- 
ence about the ruler of Kishtawar comes 
during the reign of Kalasha of Kashmir, 
in about 1087. As such real history of 
Kishtawar starts from that year as in 
case of Kashmir, i t  starts from about 631, 



when Hue Tsiang reaches Kashmir. As and disarmed themselves. When they 
such, our earlier narratives of the rul- started having the sacred bath, Kahan 
ers of Kishtawar would be based on frag- Sain and his soldiers pounced on them 
ile sources except the manuscript, re- like wolves. Most of them got perplexed 
ferred to above. However, in fixing the by this sudden and unexpected attack. 
chronology, on the basis of the year, 1087, Some tried to run for safty but were 
we are on a sure ground. I t  was 
Uddatdev Sain, who attended the royal 
court of Kalasha in the year 1087. 

It is interesting to note that the Gaz- 
etteer of Sakeet denotes a single ancestor 
for the ruling families of Sakeet, Kinthal 
and Kishtawar. This would show that 
during those ancient days, all these hill 
states were bound by matrimonial alli- 
ances. However, all of them were un- 
der the suzerainity of Kashmir. 

FOREIGN INVASION 

The neighbour states had always 
schemed to annex Kishtawar but i t  was 
Kahan Sain of Sukeet who succeeded in 
capturing the region. How he did it, is 
an interesting' legend which appears to 
possible in the circumstances. In the first 
instance, he deputed his spies into the 
region and enquired all details about 
the tribes living in Kishtawar. These 
spies entered the region in disguise as 
sadhus and mendicants, outwardly pro- 
ceeding towards the holy cave of Shri 
Amarnatha in northern Kashmir. It was 
reported to him that all males among 
the Punjsasi tribe remain fully armed 
during day and night. I t  is only on the 
down of Tahar that they put down the 
arms and go for bath and puja near the 
Hadri spring. After making all prepa- 
rations, Kahan Sain and his soldiers hid 
themselves in a forest near the site. At 
dawn all male and female members of 
the Panjsasi tribe arrived near the spring 

put to sword. Those who tried to catch 
their arms were killed. Even women and 
children were massacred and the rest 
were made slaves. 

At this juncture, the Rathore and the 
Ghanai tribals remained unconcerned 
with the result that a foreigner became 
the ruler of Kishtawar. It took him some 
time to establish himself but he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the support of the 
Rathore and the Ghanai tribes. He show- 
ered favours on them and won over the 
rest with bribes. Assuming the title of 
the Raja, the new ruler distributed tracts 
of lands among his followers as jagirs. 
Side by side, he took effective measures 
to organise his army on sound lines and 
equip it with arms and ammunition. 

KHAN SAIN 

Khan Sain is supposed to be the first 
known Raja of Kishtawar. While, Shivji 
Dhar has named him as Kahan Paul, 
Hashmtullah Khan has termed him as 
Kahan Paul Sain and Fixed his reign 
between the years 470-500 A.D. Ishrat 
Kashmiri, who has discussed the issue 
of chronology at length, has also termed 
him, as Kahan Paul. He fixes the acces- 
sion of the Raja between 800-10 A.D. 
Goverdhan Singh, in his History of 
Himachal Pradesh has altogether ignored 
Kahan Paul and given a catagorical state- 
ment that it was Hamir Sen who estab- 
lished the principality of Kishtawar in 
about 1211 A.D. In fact, he has copied 



this unathenticated information from a 
later Urdu work on the Rajput princi- 
palities, where it is mentioned as under 

'The Rajas of Kishtawar belong to 
Chandar Banshi Gour family, whose 
ancestor, Raja Rupa Sen died at Ropar 
in 1267 B. While fighting with the 
Afghans. His third son, Hamir Sen, 
establisl~ed himself as the Raja of Kish- 
tawar. His first son, established the 
principality of Sukeet and his another 
son established himself as Raja of 
Keonthal." 

It will be seen from the above that 
while some authors fix 5th century about 
the advent of the Sain or Sen family, 
the others have fixed i t  in the 73th cen- 
tury A.D. But the author of Ahwal-i- 
Rajahai-Kishtawar, has given the follow- 
ing pedigree of Kahan Sain: 

Raja Vikramaditya of Ujjain 

Raja Bhojadev Sain 

Raja Hari Paul Sain 

Raja Manak Sain 

Raja Kahan Sain. 

I t  appears that like Kashmir, the Ra- 
jas of Kishtawar have also connected 
lhemselves with Vikramaditya of Ujjain. 
There may be or may not be any truth 
in the above, but at least, such claims 
have helped us and others in fixing a 
tentative chronology for the rulers of 
Kishtawar. Hiuen Tsiand having met, 
Shiladitya Pratapashila, the son of Vik- 
ramaditya in 580 A.D. We have pre- 
sumed the death of [he earlier monarch 
in 570 A.D. Subsequent descendents 
having ruled about 167 years, we come 
to the ascendency of Kahan Sain,. which 
has been fixed in about 637 A.D. 

Most of earlier works and the manu- 
script of original character in our 
possession,the founder of the dynasty 
has been pin-pointed by name of Ka- 
han Paul or Kahan Sain. Under such cir- 
cumstances, i t  is not possible for us to 
attrtibute founding of this dynasty to 
Hamir Sen, as propounded by 
Goverdhan Singh. Nor are we inclind 
to accept 1211 A.D. as the date of his 
accesion, because from the begining of 
the Karkota dynasty in Kashmir in 600 
A.D., we have difinite dates and are on 
surer grounds. We also know that in 
1088, Udayat Sain, the R ~ j a  of Kidztawar 

I t  is a common knowledge that the wcnt to Srirrngar to present himself at 

Saaka era, founded by Vikramaditya 
the court of Kalasha and he was six gen- 

started in 78 A.D. As such, the first Vik- 
erations after Kalian Sain. As such the 

ramaditya may have existed the first 
founding of the Sain dynasty in Kishta- 

century. But there have been numerous 
war to a later date proposed by the 

Vikramadilyas. But Kalhana's Rajatarag- 
learned scholar, mentioned above at 121 1 

ini establishes connections between Ka- 
A.D. is preposterous. 

shmir and Ujjain, when he speaks about KAHAN SAIN: 637-67 A.D. 
Vikramaditya of Ujjain having granted 
the throne of Kashmir to Matrigupta. Raja Kahan Sain reached [he banks 
His reign has been fixed in the first half of Sutlej along with his retinue. At the 
of the 6th century. instance of Cagan Chand [lie Raja de- 



posed the usurper and gave the throne 
of Machiwara to Gagan Chand. After 
this, he proceeded towards Kishtawar 
and reached Badrawah, where he came 
to know about the military exploits of 
the Panjsasi tribes, who had over-run 
Kishtawar. Having sent his spies to 
enquire about them, he crossed the Ch- 
enab at Thatri and established his posi- 
tion there. Having obtained more rein- 
forcements, the battle between his forces 
and the Panjsasis started at night. Ka- 
han Sain had the upper hand and his 
forces went on proceeding further and 
further by inflicting losses on the de- 
fenders. Bhularadev, the leader of the 
Panjsasis died while fighting along with 
his followers, who were put to sword 
by the invaders. Thus Kahan Sain be- 
came the overlord of Kishtawar. 

Having made his position secure, 
Kahan Sain decided to extend his do- 
minion. His first target was the princi- 
pality of the Rathors, known as 
Kantwara. After crossing the Chenab, 
his army vanquished opposition in no 
time. All accepted his overlordship. Af- 
ter achieving his aims, Kahan Sain pro- 
ceeded against the chiefship of Thakarai, 
which also fell before his forces. All 
opposition was crushed ruthlessly. His 
sudden conquests created a sense of ter- 
ror in the minds of other chiefs with 
the result that everyone hastened to sub- 
mit. In the first place, the chief of Oadale 
offered his allegiance which was ac- 
cepted. Others followed soon and when 
he returned to Kishtawar, Kahan Sain 
had subdued a vast territory. As a ges- 
ture of tl~anks giving for his success, he 
got built a temple in honour of Sri 
Nilakantha and endowed i t  with many 

villages. He also got built a big palaced 
for him and his family. 

Kahan Sain gave much thought to give 
a just administration to his subjects. He 
made himself popular by his works of 
public utility, encouragement of agri- 
culture, planting of fruit trees and build- 
ing of canals. He subdued with a heavy 
hand all unruly elements in his king- 
dom and thus brought peace to the re- 
gion. He patronised the Rathore and the 
Ghanai tribes and used them against the 
militant Panjsasi tribes. Generous by 
nature, he helped the poor with money 
and food. The Raja took caution to keep 
the Brahman caste in good humour and 
made many endowments for them. For 
the first time the people got rid of anar- 
chy and developed faith in a settled king- 
ship. This helped Kahan Sain to estab- 
lish his newly found kingdom on sound 
and safe lines. He trained his sons in 
tlre art of government. He led a long 
life and passed away fully satisfied with 
his achievements. In history, Kahan Sain 
goes as the founder of the Kingdom of 
Kishtawar. 

BHOJA SAIN 

Our chronicler makes Bhoja Sain to 
succeed Kahan Sain, while none of ear- 
lier works have made any mention of 
him. He gave much attention to the re- 
organisation of his forces. He established 
military posts on passes with headquar- 
ters at Nagasain, Kunwartha, Banjai, 
Sharor, Udianpur, and Thakrai. He also 
invited the Rajput clans to settle in dif- 
ferent parts of his realm. He organised 
his administration on t n l ~ r k n  level and 
placed his trusted landlord over the 



people. The Raja took much interest in 
establishing his revenues, for which he 
fixed revenues for the regions of 
Dachhan, Oadale and Siraj. In Doda, he 
built a fort for submission of the people. 

The Raja had three sons, namely 
Rudra Sain, Dvaip Sail1 and Arjan Sain. 
But he proposed to place his second son 
on the throne. As such, Rudra Sain left 
the capital and got settled in the princi- 
pality of tlie Rais. Blioja Sain passed 
away and Dvaipa Sain continued to rule 
over Kishtawar, for some time. It so  
happened that while playing polo, he 
fell down from tlie back of the horse 
and his own sword got thrusled into 
his belly. Soon after he passed away but 
before his death placecl Kadarpa Sain 
on the throne of Kishtawar. 

KANDARPA SAIN: 707-21 A.D. 

After accession to the throne, 
Ka~idarpa Sain ruled over Kislitawar, on 
tlie lines of his father. His father had 
built a strong military base and the new 
king had no fear of rebellion. As such, 
peace prevailed in tlie region. Tlie 
engaged himself in works of p ~ ~ b l i c  
utility. During tliis reign, many gardens 
were laid and many water reservoirs 
were made for drinking purposes. For 
this purpose several mountain rocks 
were cut a f ~ e r  spending much money 
from his lreasury. 

I-le had two sons, namely Madana 
Sain and Rraliama Sain. The elder son 
lost his eye-sight due to measles, in child- 
hood and became unfit lo rule over the 
country. As such, tlie Raja made his sec- 
ond son, Braliama Sain tlie heir appar- 
ent  to the throne. After some time, Kan- 

darpa Sain passed away. 

The above account given by our 
chronicler is altogether different from 
the previous accounts .given by Dina 
Natha, Hasmatullah Khan and lshrat Ka- 
shmiri. Dina Nath makes the Raja in- 
vading Kashmir and fighting the ruler, 
whose name is mentioned as Sangarupa. 
As no such event is recorded in Kal- 
hana's Rajatarangini, nor have we any 
such Sangarupa as a ruler of Kashmir, 
during the priod, the account given by 
Dina Natha is fictitious. Tlie above au- 
thors have shown tliis two brothers, 
Madana Sain and Dvaipa Sain having 
established their own principalities in 
Matta and Maru Wardwan. We have no 
source to authenticate this informa lion. 
For fixing the length of his reign, we 
have depended on Ishrat Kashmiri, wlio 
says that Kandarpa Sain ruled over Kish- 
tawar for 4 years. We have no reason to 
believe that his reign lasted for 86 years 
and such a fixation by Hasmatullah Khan 
is imaginary. 

BRAHAMA SAIN 

According to our Chronicler, the next 
ruler who adorned tlie throne of Kish- 
tawnr, was Braharna Sain. This king has 
not been mentioned by otlicr writers. 
Tlie Raja had married two princesses; 
one from Riassi ancl lhe other from Bad- 
rawali. While tlie first queen bore no 
issue, the second queen gave birth to a 
son, who was named Rama Sain This 
event creatcd a jealousy in the liearl of 
the first lady, wlio went to her parents 
in Riassi and adopted a child and named 
Iiim as Utliadeva. She demanded thal 
her adopted son be declared as heir 
apparent. Brahama Sain did not agree 



to tliis proposal. Now, the Rani conspired 
with the landlords and won them over 
through wealth. With the help of the 
conspirators, she got the Raja arrested, 
While he was on tour in Siraj. She suc- 
ceeded in installing her adopted child 
on the throne and started her own rule 
as a regent. Rama Sain was externed 
along with his mother to Badrawah. 
Hardly a few years had elapsecl when, 
Brahama Sain passed away due  to 
illness. 

RAMA SAIN 

At the time of tlie death of his father, 
Rama Sail1 lived in 13adrawah with liis 
mother, iincl Her father was lhc Raja of 
Uadrawali and tlirougli liis good ofCicc,s, 
IZama Singli collected a forcc and 'it- 
tacked ~ i s h t a w a r .  When lie was at Naga- 
shera, there occured a snow-fall, due  to 
tliis mishap tlie Uadrarval~i forces liacl 
to reheat  without haviiig subduecl 
Utliadeva. 

After tliis venture, Rania Sain ohtainecl 
military support iron1 the Rajas of Ha- 
saoli, Chamba ancl Undrnwnli ;liid or- 
g i l ~ i i ~ e d  liis invasion oli Kislitawar. 011 

tlie other liancl, Uthadeva, tlie usurper 
was helpcd by the rulers of Kashmir 
and J a ~ u ~ n i ~  Bolli [he forces me1 at Zun- 
galwar ancl fought a fierce battle. This 
time Rama Sain got tlie upper I~i~nci n ~ i c l  
inllictccl a sever dcfenl on Ullincle\~a, \ v l i ~  
lost his lifc in [lie battlefield. l<,im,> S,iin 
nscenclccl [lie throne of liis f,ltlicr \%,it11 
grcnt pomp nncl show. t lc  di.s\ributcd 
Lhc sl,lLe treasury among the soldiers 
from Bns,~oli, Cliambn ancl B'~clr;l\v,~li. 
At the same time he sliowcd mercy Lo 
his enemies. The Raja gran1c.d a jagir Lo 
tlie sons ol' Utliadevn. 

Other chroniclers have mentioned 
Rama Sain as the son of Narinder Sain 
and have shown Kama Sain as the next 
successor. Shivji Dhar me~itions Narayan 
Sail1 as the father o l  Rama Sain. I t  ap- 
pears that both these authors have de- 
pended on unconfirn~ed legends. 

DEVADATTA SAIN 

He succeeded his father, during the 
the Raja's lifc time, because lie was 
crowned earlier. After some time, he 
appointed Meghadeva, one of the sons 
of Uthadeva, as  a commander of his 
forces. This man liad, in his heart, evil 
designs against the Raja. I-lc suggesteel 
that tlie Raja sl\ould invade llic la~icl of 
tlie Bli~ltias ancl hnnex it. I-lis aini was 
to dri\,c a\tray tlic Raja from his capital 
town of Kishtawar. Rut tlie Raja, instead 
told him t11,)t as he liad been appointed 
tlie comn~ander  of liis army, lie should 
proceeded towards Ladakh and make 
conquests. Mcghadcva proceeded to- 
warcls Padam and re-ilnnexed the whole 
region around Paddar. tlavillg estab- 
lished himself at Paddar, lie invited the 
l<aja to visit [he pl,lce to see achieve- 
ments of his military c o n i n ~ ~ ~ n d e r .  The 
Raja proceeded towarcls I'addar ancl 
Megliadeva proceedeel towards tlie capi- 
tal town of Kislitnwar. Devadatta Sain 
spent some vcars in wanclering among 
the hilly regions, while Megliadeva con- 
sc>licl,~tc~cl his position by entrusti~lg 
a~lrninistra~rion o i  v,irious t l ~ l r r k r l ? ; ,  i i i  the 
li,~ncls 01' his kitli nlld kin. I-lc e ~ i t r ~ ~ s t c d  
the capital L O I V I ~  in thc l~aiicls 01' I i i  s o~ i ,  
IZngIiadeva ancl himself toured to 
strengtlien liis Jeienccs. In the mean 
ivhile, Devacialta Sain proceeclecl to- 
wards the cnpital town to obtain liis 
tliront,. The masses stoocl LIP to s ~ ~ p p o r t  



the Raja, with the result that in the battle, 
which ensued, Meghadeva was killed 
and Rughadeva fled away towards 
Chamba. All the conspirators were ei- 
ther killed or fled away, leaving 
Rughadeva's wife and son. The Raja did 
not kill them but kept them in the royal 
place and named the child as Sunda- 
radeva. 

After some time, a son was born to 
the queen, who was named as Ananda 
Sain by the Raja. Both Sundaradeva and 
Ananda Sain grew up  in the place. In 
the mean while Devadatta Sain passed 
away ancl Sundaradeva assumed the 
charge of administration and chiefship. 
In the meanwhile Ananda Sain also died 
in young age leaving a widow and two 
sons. Rughadeva brought tlicm u p  and 
adopted the eldest son as his son and 
gave him tile name of Autaradeva. He 
declared Autaradeva to be the heir ap- 
parent to the throne. 

AUTARADEVA 

Autaradeva became the first ruler of 
the Deva dynasty. Henceforth, the Ra- 
jas of Kislltawar added d e 7 ~  insteacl of 
sairl after their names. No in~portant 
event is recorded by our clironicler dur- 
ing his reign. When his son Rairajadeva 
became major, the Raja got Ilim mar- 
ried to n princess. She gave t~irlli to n 
son, who was named as Gurudeva. 
Au taradeva entrusted the government 
into the hands of his son and retired. 
Rnirajatleva ruled over Kishtawnr for 
inany ycars. The crown prince, Curude\ra 
visited Kashmir and was a royal guest. 
Bcforc liis relurn from Kcashniir, hc mar- 
ried a K'lshmiri princess. 

RAIRA JADEVA 

Our chronicler has not provided any 
important information about Raira- 
jadeva. However, other chro~~iclers have 
given an account of events during his 
reign. Rairajadeva assumed rulership in 
Autaradeva's life-time. He was thirsty 
for wealth and dominions. His minis- 
ter, Mangalrai thought of a plan to sat- 
isfy the whims of his master. In order 
to loot wealth, he led an attack on Pad- 
dar. In this venture he succeeded in loot- 
ing much wealth besides numerous 
herds of cows, sheep and goat. All this 
plunder could not satisfy Rairajadeva 
and he started to snatch away the be- 
longings of his subjects. Having been 
fleeced by the Raja, the people ap- 
proached the Panjsasi tribals to come to 
their rescue. They made a common stand 
ancl altacked the forces of the Raja, who 
suffered a crushing defeat at the hands 
of his subjects. He was forced to flee 
and seek refuge in the mountains of 
Kongan Baran. The rebels failed to cap- 
ture him and thus disintegrated again. 
Subsequently, he made preparations for 
one year and when he had obtained 
support of some factions of the people, 
he led an attack on the Panjsasi tribals 
on the day when they were engaged in 
prayers. They were b u t ~ ~ r e d  by the royal 
forces and thus Rnidev again obtained 
the throne of Kishtawnr for himself. He 
had learnt a lesson. Now he tried his 
best Lo please his subjccts by grant of 
favours and by giving them good gov- 
ernment. His capital town of Kishtawar 
became overpopulated. THe brought 
peacc and prosperity t o  liis people. 



EVENTS IN KASHMIR son also. Under such circumstances, 

We have seen that the rulers of Kish- Kalasha wanted to show that he had the 

tawar maintained close relations with support of so many princes. His second 
Kashmir. Most of them would come to aim in convening this conference was 
Kashmir to visit ancient shrines, Shri forge of to face the 
Amarnatha being the premier, because tide of approaching Turushka and Yavana 

it was on the borders of Maru Ward- invaders. Perhaps i t  was a second call 

wan. At the same time, the Kashmiri of unity among the Hindu Rajas, after 

rulers for aid on Kishtawar that of Trilochana-paula, to rise against 

and some of them even took refuge there. the incoming Muslin1 advance,from Da- 

Both the ruling dynasties at Srinagar and radistan. Despite severe winter elabo- 

Kishtawar had also entered into matri- rate arrangements had been made for 

monial alliances. The people of both the the comfort of the invitees. Due to this 

regions belonged to the same stock and conference Kalasha did succeed in es- 

spoke the same dialect. It is no wonder, tablishing himself but for his second aim 

seeing Gurudeva visiting Kashmir and of forging a pro-Hindu united front 

marrying a Kashx~~ir Princess. This lady against the inroads of the advancing 

gave birth to a son, who was named Muslims, he does not seem to have 

Vyaghradeva. achieved much. However Uttamdeva of 
Kishtawar offered his full support to the 

During the reign of Gurudeva, the 
Valley of Kashmir witnessed many tur- 
moils due to the raids by enemies of 
the King of Kashmir. He sought help 
from Rairajadeva of Kishtawar, who 
deputed his son, Gurudeva to help the 
Kashmiri ruler. Gurudeva reached 
Srinagar with his soldiers and aided the 
king to subdue the rebels. These com- 
bined forces supressed the disturbances 
and Gurudeva returned to Kishtawar 
after his success in Kashmir. 

SRINAGAR CONFERENCE 

It is necessary to give an accounl of 
the Srinagar Conference in which eight 
notable Rajas of the hilly kingdoms par- 
ticipated at the invitation of the King of 
Kashmir. He know that the political situ- 
ation was not satisfactory at Srinagar at 
that time. Kalasha was opposed not only 
his father, who had abdicted but by his 

plan. 

GURUDEVA 

During the reign of Curudeva, a re- 
bellion occured in the taluka of Kharonti 
and Siraj. It was a major rebellion and 
the Raja decided to go in person and 
subdue the rebels. In the first place the 
nominated his son, Vyaghradeva to rul- 
ership and granted the title of Raja to 
him in his life time. 

After making full military prepara- 
tions, Gurudeva proceeded to punish the 
rebels. His soldiers got hold of the lead- 
ers and killed them. The Raja moved 
from place to place hunting the rebels 
and thus established his authority. In 
the mean while, he fell ill due to fa- 
tigue. He had spent three years in su- 
pressing the rebels. Thus he lost his life 
while engaged in this mission. 



ZULCHU AND SUHADEVA 

Suhadeva ascended the throne of 
Kashmir in 1301 A.D. The most impor- 
tant event which producecl far-reaching 
effects 011 Kashmir was the invasion of 
Zulchu from Central Asia. At that pe- 
riod, the Mongols were the overlords 
of the region and Zulchu was a mili- 
tary commader in the service of the chief 
of Turkistan. The Persian cl~roniclers 
have named him as Zulju or Zulqadar 
Khan. Suhadeva made a special appeal 
to the feudatories for help but none came 
to his aid. He tried to save his kingdom 
by paying a large sum of money to the 
invader as ransum. But his foolish act 
increased Zulchu's appetite for plunder. 
Leaving his people at the mercy of the 
invader, Suhadeva fled away into Kish- 
tawar. 

Suhadeva took flight to Kish tawar 
because the Raja of that state was in 
matri~ninial alliance with him. Before 
winter set in, Zulchu left the Valley of 
Kashmir and perished in the Pir Pan- 
chal Range. 

VYAGHRADEVA 

Vyaghradeva had been placed on the 
throne by his father during the later's 
life-time and, as such, he had full knowl- 
edge of governance. He was brave and 
adventurous to a great extent. 111 order 
to attend to other important matters, he 
divided his state among his seven sons, 
asking them to administer in a just and 
strong way. He made his eldest son as 
heir apparent and kept him in the capi- 
tal city of Kishtawar. He asked his sons 
to behave as jagirdars, subservienl to 
the centre at the capital. 

At that time the kingdom of Kishmir 
faced problems created by the Darad 
and Lavanya tribes. Vyagliradeva, being 
the chief ally of tlarsha, decided to 
strengthen borders towards the Kashmir 
kingdom. At the same time, he collected 
a large number of recruits for his army 
and organised them into a good fight- 
ing force. 

SUPRESSION OF SARTHAL 

Having collected a strong force, the 
Raja invaded the region of Sarthal and 
ruthlessly subdued the rebels. At Asvina 
in Sarthal, there is the shrine of Ashta 
Dash Bozi, where devotees from all re- 
gions of Kishtawar come to make offer- 
ings. The priests and the Brahmanas 
receive much. money, ornaments and 
livestock from pilgrims. Vyaghradeva, 
in order to please the priests, founded 
many ngrfilrams and religious endow- 
ments. He also made an endowment in 
favour of the temple of Sri Deva Ji. 

INVASION ON BADRAWAR 

Now, Vyaghradeva made prepara- 
tions for an attack on the principality of 
Badrawar. But the Raja of Badrawar 
knew about such designs and had made 
full preparations to defend his domin- 
ion. So when, Vyaghradeva, marched his 
forces against Badrawar, he had to face 
a stif resistance. So the siege continued 
for some time withoul any result. So, 
Bhaularadeva, the crown prince ap- 
proached the King of Kashmir and 
sought mililary support. Having ob- 
tained a substantial number of soldiers 
from Kashmir, Vyaghradeva, invaded 
Badrawah will1 vengeance. The Raja of 
Baclrawar could not defend himself 



against the combined forces of Kishta- Vyaghradeva was murdered by as- 
war and Kashmir. He ran away along sasins when he was asleep." 
with his courtiers, leaving his people to 
the mercy of the invaders. Most of the CONQUEST OF KISHTAWAR 
soldiers of Badrawar were cut into pieces 
and the people fled away towards the 
hills of Kaplas. But the Kishtawar army 
chased them towards Basaoli, which was 
an independent principality. In the mean 
while, Vyaghradeva received further 
reinforcements of Kashmiri soldiers and 
he became doubly strong. He did not 
rest at the borders of Basaoli but invaded 
that principality also on the plea that i t  
has given refuge to his enemies. Hav- 
ing crushed all resistance from Basaoli, 
he even did not hesitate to set the capi- 
tal town on fire. His soldiers looted the 
region burning, whatever came before 
them. Thus, Vyaghradeva succeeded in 
subjugating the principalities of Badra- 
war and Basaoli. 

END OF VYAGHRADEVA 

The end of Vyaghradeva is shrouded 
in mystery. According to one version, 
Vyaghradeva invaded Sharora and this 
became a cause of rift between him and 
Bhaulardeva. His soldiers rebelled 
against him at the instance of 
Bhaulardeva. In order to save himself, 
he crossed the mountains and reached 
Kashmir, where the king granted a jnsir 
in his favour at Roopawan. Our chroni- 
cler gives the following version: 

"Having kept his representative in 
Basaoli, Raja Vyaghradeva proceeded 
towards Kishtawar; He camped on the 
Sewaldahar hill for a few days. Both 
the Rajas of Badrawar and Basaoli, 
conspired to murder him 

Shihab-ud-din alias Shirahshataka 
ascended as Sultan of Kashmir in 1355 
A.D. He was a great conqueror like La- 
litaditya the Great, and from the start 
of his reign, engaged himself in haz- 
ardous compaigns. For this, he organi- 
sed his army under the command of 
three Damara generals, Chandra, Sura 
and Laula. His first compaign begins in 
the north-western region, where he sub- 
dues the Afghan tribes. Having con- 
quered Peshawar, the Sultan sacks Cazni. 
After crossing the Hindu-Kush, he sub- 
dued Sind and then returned to the river 
Sutlej. Here he blocked the way of the 
mongol invader who had returned af- 
ter looting Delhi. This fact induced him 
to attack Firoz Shah, the King of Delhi. 

Both the armies from Kashmir and 
Delhi faced each other with intention 
of fighting to the finish, when Hazrat 
Sayyid Ali Hamadani intervened and 
brought about a compromise. Firoz Shah, 
the King of Delhi agreed to fixing of 
boundaries between his kingdom and 
the Kashmir Sultanate at Sirhind. He also 
agreed to give his three daughters in 
marriage with Hassan Khan, the crown 
prince, Qutub-ud-din and Sayyid Hasan 
Bahadur. After this Shihad-ud-din re- 
turned to Kashmir. 

The Sultan then decided to conquer 
Ladakh and for this purpose, he desired 
conquest of Kishtawar so as to clear the 
way for the royal armies. A contingent 
was deputed for the annexation of 



Jamlnu and Kishtawar, under the com- 
mand of Chandra. He succeeded in 
conquering Kishtawar and the whole of 
that hill tract till Jammu. During this 
period, Kagra had become a powerful 
hill state under Raja Roop Chand, with 
the result that he had to face two- 
pronged attack from Delhi as well as 
Kashmir. However, when Shahab-ud-din 
attacked Kanga, the Raja fled away and 
his himself in the famous temple of Mat- 
adevi in Kangra. Afterwards, he ten- 
dered his submission by paying a heavy 
tribute, which he had plundered from 
Delhi. 

BHAULARADEVA 

It has been earlier mentioned that the 
Raja of Kishtawar had parcelled his 
dominion among his seven sons.He had 
nominated Bhaularadeva as his heir 
apparent and kept him posted in the 
capital town of Kishtawar. All the brotli- 
ers did not look eye into eye with each 
other and each one of them aspired for 
higher rank. The old Raja had engaged 
himself in excursions and invasions in 
the hills. When the news of his dis-ap- 
pearance reached his sons. Every one 
put forth a claim on the throne of Kish- 
tawar. One by one, Bhaularadeva had 
to deal with the intrigues engineered 
by his brothers. But, the difficulty with 
them was that each one of them was 
full of schemes and fought among tliem- 
selves. Bhaularadeva faced them one by 
one and had to spend all his treasures 
in supressing them. Fortunately, all these 
claiments to the throne were either killed 
or imprisoned. Bhaularadeva became 
free from his brothers and attended to 
the work of administering his domin- 
ion. He had married the daughter of 

the Raja of Chamba, who gave him much 
support and help. This lady gave birth 
to a son who was named as Lach- 
manadeva. At the time of the birth of 
the child, several guests from Chamba 
arrived at the capital town and among 
them was the younger brother of the 
Rani Now, all these persons from 
Chamba conspired to kill Bhaularadeva 
and admi~iistered poison to him. After 
his death, they continued to stay their 
saying that they had to protect the child. 
Thus Kishtawar became a colony of 
Chamba. 

INTERULUDE 

During the infancy of Lachmandeva, 
the affairs of the state were controlled 
by the Rani, her brother and their kith 
and kin, who went on comming from 
Chamba. The net result was that for 
every region of the realm, they imported 
officers from Chamba, who were indif- 
ferent to the welfare of the people. While 
the masses groaned due to corruption, 
the Rani and her advisors did not care. 
There occured an exodus of people from 
Kishtawar and they ran away to the ad- 
joining territories. The local zamindars 
tried to save themselves but invain. 
When Lachmandeva became major, he 
understood all this scheming of his uncle. 
For his marriage, they brought a girl 
from a royal house of Chamba. All this 
was done to keep him under their thumb. 
Lachmandeva would visit various re- 
gions of his father's dominion and meet 
people, who would complain about 
atrocities inflicted. on the them by the 
Chamba click. No body cared for Lach- 
mandeva and he felt humilated. Once, 
when he had gone out for hunting, a 
deputation of elders from Kishtawar met 



him. Its leader was the head of Padyar 
clan whose name was Sampoorana 
Shana. They implored the young Raja 
to exert himself and make an end of the 
Chamba click. But this news leaked out 
and Lachmandeva had to suffer a ter- 
ribal reversal. His maternal uncle, who 
had usurped the chiefship, contrived to 
kill him. I t  so happened, he had been to 
Dachhan for hunting and his wife and 
retinue was with him. When he was in 
the forest, some one fired at him and 
he fell down. The Raja was taken into 
shelter along with his wife and retinue 
by the Padyar clan. I t  so happened that 
when they were hiding in a forest, a 
tiger roared and the Rani gave birth to 
a child, who was named Singha, mean- 
ing a tiger. 

The Padyar tribals rose against the 
Chamba click and in their struggle, they 
were helped by the mercenaries from 
Jammu. Bhagwan Padyar succeeded in 
killing the maternal uncle of the young 
Raja. After this, all those who belonged 
to Chamba started running away 
towards Chamba, and most of them were 
killed in the way. The Padyar clan had 
the full support of the priests and their 
chief, Ratnakara by name. The Raja and 
his son were brought out of the hiding 
and crowned at the capital town of 
K~shtawar. 

Lachmandeva did not forget the at- 
tempt on his life at Dachhan. He or- 
ganised his soldiers and led an attack 
on the region. Every one who came in 
the way was killed. He was ruthless in 
his clearing operations and besides kill- 
ings, he made many captives. These 
slaves were brought to Kishtawar. When 
he had settled, the Raja established a 

few religious endowments. He made 
land grants in favour of the priests and 
the Brahmanas. This place, where he 
made grants is called Lachhbatha. 

SlMHA SlNGH 

At the time of his birth, he was name 
as Singha. His mother used to call him 
Devi Singh. At the outset of his reign, 
there occured a rebellion in Pogal and 
Peristan. His vazir, Bhagwan Padyar 
died in suppressing the rebels. He him- 
self went and succeeded in punishing 
the rebels. Having succeeded, the people 
renamed him as Sangram Singh, mean- 
ing the lion of the battle. He was brave, 
courageous and just and these qualities 
made him very popular with the people. 

The Raja patronize the Brahmans and 
the Khistriyas with cash and grants. He 
rehabitated a great number of Brahmans 
in his capital town of Kishtawar and 
the place is still known as Sangram- 
bhata. Why he did it, is given in detail 
in another work. After having organi- 
sed his forces, the Raja proceeded to- 
wards the tnlukr? of Nagsain to crush a 
rebellion. In the mean while, a genni in 
the shape of an elephant emerged near 
the Choogan Maidan and possessed 
many persons; killing some of them and 
ailing some of them. The Raja consulted 
his advisors and was told about a Brah- 
man priest of Nagsain, who possessed 
miraculous occult powers. After having 
crused the rebellion at Nagsain, the Raja 
obtained the services of a priest named 
Sangramanatha, for driving out the genni 
of Choogan Maidan. The priest came and 
through the occult powers was able to 
control the genni. The Raja bestowed 
many honours on him. At the same time, 



he made this place, the habitation of 
royal priests, who were given cash and 
land grants. 

INVASION O N  RAJAORI 

Among the ten sons of the Raja, Nar 
Singh was very brave and adventurous. 
He was very fond of hunting expedi- 
tions and would always engage himself 
in mountaineering. This lad asked his 
father to equip him with a military force 
and a retinue so that he could go to tlie 
mountains without any fear. After hav- 
ing equipped himself with arms and col- 
lecting soldiers, Nar Singh proceeded 
towards Kanthi in Ran~ban region. Hav- 
ing spent time in tlie forests, the lad 
proceeded to Arnas. From that place, 
he and his soliders crossed into the State 
of Rajaori. He made incursions into Ra- 
jaori and Poonch from time to time. At 
the same time, he informed his father 
that he had conquered Rajaori and 
Poonch. But Raja Sangram Singh advised 
him to retard his retard his further ad- 
ventures and stay posted at Kanthi. 

soldiers and private mercenaries joined 
hands to wage a war against Riassi. 
These inter-state battles continued for 
seven years. Riassi was devastated by 
the Kishtawari forces. It also succeeded 
in conquering the territories of Chineni, 
Krimchi and Bahuti. Sangram Singh was 
a powerful ruler and many neighbour- 
ing principalities paid allegiance to him. 
But his son proved more capable and 
extended the state right up  to Riassi. 

JAGAT SlNGH 

Jagat Singh ruled over Kishtawar with 
a strong hand. He made his younger 
brother, Suraj Singh, the commander of 
his army. Suraj Singh suppressed dis- 
turbances in Poogal and Kanthi and 
annexed the region with Kishtawar. Jagat 
Singh is remembered to have extended 
political doniination of Kishtawar on all 
regions between Riassi and Paddar. He 
was a shrewed politician and placed his 
son Bhag Singh on the throne of Kishta- 
war, during his life time. After this, he 
retired from active life and became a 
hermit. 

ASSEMBLY OF HILL CHIEFS 
BHAG SlNGH 

Raja Sangram Singh conve~icd an as- 
sembly of adjoining hill chiefs in his 
capital town of Kishtawar. Son~e  at- 
tended the assembly in person and some 
deputed vakils on their behalf. But the 
Raja of Riassi did not attend the nieet- 
ing. Raja Sangram Singh considered i t  
as an insult to his person. Having de- 
clared his son, Jagat Sing11 as heir ap- 
parent, the Raja marched his army into 
Riassi. Despite his efforts, lie could not 
succeed and lost his life in the battle- 
field. This news created a stir in Kisli- 
tawar with the result that Kishtawar 

Bhag Singh became ruler of Kishla- 
war, during the life time of his father. 
He was a just ruler and loved his sub- 
jects. He did not allow any rebellion in 
his state. I-le founded the village of 
Bhagwa in Doda. 

MINOR RAJAS 

Bhag Singh was succeeded by his son 
Shingar Singh. No information is avail- 
able about his achievements. He ruled 
for a short period and was succeeded 
by Megh Singh. He lived long and even 



saw his grand children and great grand brought havoc and devastation to the 
children. l-Ie distributed gold among the state. Pratap Singh obtained aid from 
royal priests. Having parcelled out the Kashmir and jammu and succeeded in 
state among his children. He advised crushing his brother. Nar Narayan Singh 
them to live in friendship and brother- failed in his attempt to capture Kishta- 
hood. Appointing his eldest son, Devang war and fled away in the hills. 
Singh as the Raja of Kishtawar, he 
drowned himself in Chenab. FOREIGN INVASION OF KASHMIR 

Devang Sing11 continued'as Raja for 
some pcriod after which the throne 
passed to his son, Dulat Singh. After 
his death Nal~ar  Singh became the Raja. 
Nothing is known about him was suc- 
ceeded by Kir Singh. 

In 1533 A.D.Ladakh witnessed an 
invasion by Said Khan of Kashgar. Af- 
ter having occupied Nubra, he deputed 
his commander, Mirza Haidar Kashgari 
for the co~~ques t  of Kashmir, with an 
army consisting of 27000 soldiers. The 
invaders reached Srinagar without fac- 

KIR SINGH ing any opposition, for the Kashmiris 
hid themselves in the mountains. Mirza 

Our chronicler has not much inlor- in id^^ clrdrred general massacre of the 
mation about Kir Singh. '-Ie was a poius people. As such, many Kashmiris were 
man and engaged himself in meditation put to death their women 
through out day and 11ight. Having sue- were made cal,li\tes. The Ka- 

in having occ~lll powers, he shgari soldiers let low a reigll *>f  terror 
would know and predict future. He in which houses were burnt, proper'ics 

sit in the of fnqirs and were looted and immoral acts were per- 
mendicants. He proceeded to visit holy petuated. Despite tllese sufferings, the 
shrines of  the Ganga and died there. ~ ~ ~ h ~ i ~ i ~  once again united to drive 
He was succeeded Sil'gll out the ruthless raider and inflicted a 
ruled for some time. After his sudden crushing defeat to ~~i~~  id^^ 
death, the throne passed to his minor sllgari, all 1600 raiders were killed 
son, Pratap Singh. His mother, the Rani by the ~ ~ ~ h ~ i ~ i ~  in the battle of 

became his regent and continued to rule. tand. ~i~~~  id^^ Kashgari 

peace and left Kashmir along with his 
PRATAP SINGH remaining soldiers. But in his heart he 

After becoming major, Pratap Singh retained the desire of attacking not o111y 
started his rule in right earnest At the Kashmir but Kishtawar also. Why did 
samc time, his younger brother Nar Nar- he bracketed Kishtawar with Kashmir? 
ayan Sillgh absconded and went to The main reason for such an attitude 
Chamba. He spent some time there in appears to be the importance of Kishta- 
enlisting private mercenaries. At the war for Kashmir. It is a historical fact 
instig,~tion of the Raja of Chamba, who that Kishtawar served as a base and a 
provided him with soldiers, Nar Nar- refuge for Kashmiris. Secondly, the battle 
ayan Singh invaded Kishtawar. Both th, between Mirza Haider and the Ka- 
brnlhers fought many bnllles ivl!' ,  l: shmiris, in \\!lich a major number of 



his Mughal soldiers perished, had oc- 
cured in the krewas of Bawan which is 
adjacent to Maru Wardwan. At that 
period of history, the politics of Kashmir 
was controled by four groups and the 
Kishtawari group was prominent. So 
writes the author of the Tabclat-i-Akbari: 

"During these days four groups are 
honoured in Kashmir. The first group 
consists of the Eidi Rani, the second of 
Hassan Mgray, and the third are the 
Kishtawaris and Bairam Chak." 

RAIBHAN SINGH 

Raibl~an Sing11 ascended the throne 
in 1540 A.D. He continued administra- 
tion of his kingdom on old lines and 
did not interfere in the old order of 
things. The social system was caste-rid- 
den and the Brahamans occupied a po- 
sition of privilege. The common people 
engaged themselves in agriculture and 
trade. The landlords termed as Thakurs 
or Ranas lived in comfort and luxury. 
Though Kishtawar was engulphed in 
peace Kashmir wiis in trouble. In 1541 
A.D. Mirza Haidar Kashgari again in- 
vaded Kashmir to avenge his previous 
defeat This time, lie had, not only fur- 
nished himself with a huge army but 
obtained secret suport of the disgrunted 
elements among the nobles of Kashmir. 
This lime Mirza Haidar Kashgari gave 
a religious interpretation to his killing 
of Kashmir people. He ordered burn- 
ing of houses killing of people and 
general massacre of Muslims belonging 
to the Shia school of thought. All those 
who were butured were thrown as food 
for dogs and corpses of their ancestors 
were dug out from graves and burnt 
down. 

As previously, Kishtawar had always 
given refuge to the sufferers from Ka- 
shmir. Mirza Haidar Kashagari wanted 
to teach a lesson to the Kishtawaris. As 
such, he procceeded with an army for 
the conquest of Kishtawar. In 1547, he 
deputed an advance force towards 
Dudpeth, while lie hin~self reached 
Chatru on the other side of the river 
Maru. 

INVADERS DEFEATED 

Having received information about 
this invasion, Raibl~an Singh made nec- 
essary arrangements to meet Mirza 
Haidar Kashgari. He arranged his army 
at the junction of the river Maru with 
its tributories. Kuka with a contingent 
of soldiers from the invading army pro- 
ceeded to make recognisance but was 
intercepted by the Kishtawari forces. He 
was killed along with 25 soldiers and 
the rest fled to inform Mirza Haidar Ka- 
shgari. The invaders were ignorant of 
the terrain while the Kishtawaris knew 
every inch of their land. Narayan Pa- 
diyar, the commander of the Kislitawari 
forces had spread his detachments in 
such a way so as to occupy high alti- 
tudes. As such the Kishtawaris were in 
a better position to watch the movements 
of the enemy. Mirza Haidar Kashgari 
thought of avoiding face to face combat 
with the Kishtawaris and took a turn 
towards Dhar but here the people threw 
stones and boulders from mountain tops 
on his army. This skilf~il maneuver of 
the Kishtawaris disheartened the invad- 
ers who found safty in flight. Now, 
Narayan Padiyar and his soldiers led 
the main attack on Mirza Haidar Ka- 
shgari. His soldiers started annihilation 
of the enemy troops while [he people 



continued hurling of boulders on Ka- children and women were spared. In 
shgaris. The sight of the battle became order to keep watch and ward over the 
the graveyard for the invaders and was region, he got built a fort and founded 
named Mughalmazar or the graveyard a town at Bajarni to keep his soldiers 
of Mughals. It was changed to Mughal- there. 
maidan or the Mughal playground dur- 
ing Mughal ascedency when Kashmir Soon after information reached him 
was conquered by Akbar. Having been about another rebellion in the illaqa of 
defeated, Mirza Haidar Kashgari left the Sharoti. He brought more reinforcements 
battlefield and fled to Kashmir along- and aproceeded to crush the insurgents. 
with his remaining army. He let lose a reign of terror on the people, 

because the rebels had taken refuge in 
Our chronicler has a different version private houses. Most of the people were 

of the story. According to him, Kishta- killed and the rebellion seemed to have 
war was invaded from three sides but been crushed. However, unrest prevailed 
the invaders left after some time. He in the region and the Raja had to re- 
has this version for the death of Raibhan main there indefinitely. He brought his 
Singh. harcnr from Kishtawar to Bidhat so as to 

continue his stay there. The insurgents 
"Raibhan Singh had a son whose who had been supressed thought of a 

name was Jayas Singh. Keeping him stratagem and selected Gagh and Jalal 
at the capital city, the Raja went to to kill the Raja. These two conspirators 
supress a rebellion in the tallrka of who acted as servants and had easy ac- 
Kanthi and Siraj. Despite his efforts cess to the palace. They managed to kill 
he could achieve nothing and lost his the Raja during one dark night. Their 
life, while fighting the rebels." next target was to kill the crown prince, 

but he was concealed by a faithful ser- 
Jayas Sing11 was in trouble and ap- vants, who got a refuge for him in a 

plied for help from Kashmir. I t  was due Ghanai family at the capital city of Kish- 
to the Kashmiri force, sent from Srinagar tawar. In the meanwhile, the rebels killed 
that he ascended the throne of Kishta- most of soldiers, burnt the royal palace 
war. He is also known as Viajay Singh and eliminated all signs of kingship. 
or Vijay Singh. 

BAHADUR SlNGH 
VIJAY SlNGH 

I t  took several years for the elders in 
Vijay Sing11 ascended the throne af- Kishtawar to establish some sort of order 

ter the death of his father. Soon after, in the region. When the prince attained 
he faced a rebellion from the people of majority, he was placed on the throne. 
Siraj. The Raja himself proceeded with Now, the first question before Bahadur 
his army 10 the site of rebellion and Singh was to avenge the murder of his 
crushed i t  with an iron hand. Those who father. For this, his first act was to 
resisted were put to sword and those reorganise his army and collect as 
who submitled were made slaves. Only number of youngmen as possible for 



conscription. All the soldiers were 
equiped witli swords, arrows and bows, 
axes and other weapens. 

The Raja held a war council in which 
elders and elite joined. I t  was arguecl 
and decidecl that tlie best way to pun- 
ish the insurgents was to burn all exist- 
ing houses in tlie region. When liis army 
entered the illnqn, i l  set fire to all liouses, 
killed all males and made ,111 wornell 
and children captives. Tlie net result was 
that in a short tinie, all llie villages from 
Salna to Tatani were burnt down and 
laid waste. The Raja ordered liis sol- 
diers to kill every male member of tlie 
fa~iiilics in tlie region. None was spared 

Ali Shah, who deputed a huge army for 
supression of Kishtawar under the joint 
comniand of Abdal Khan, Ali Khan and 
Nouroz Cliak. Ali Shah, hiniself pro- 
ceeded up to Singpur, a village situated 
on the soutli side of Marbal pass. Ba- 
hadur Singli who had no resources to 
face this attack decided to submit. Prom- 
ising his allegiance to the Kashmir Sul- 
tanate, he paid liis homage to Ali Shah 
and ~roniised to remain faithful to 
Srinagar. As a proof of his fidelity, lie 
presented his younger sister, Sankardevi 
in marriage for tlie prince Yaqub Khan. 

SECOND INVASION OF 
KASHTAWAR 

and women were made caplir~rs. Every Bal,adur Singl, 
soldier was pcrniitled to engage him- defeat a t  tllc hands of Ali sliall, 
'elf in loot. ilrson and bart'arity. [-]c reorganisation of ],is amiy 
net resrtll was the devaslation of lhc so aYeIlgI' 'lekat. ~ 1 , ~ ~  l,cb,rs 
rvllole regioll ]l1 [liis way had of tIlis preparatioll by Kisl1tarjrar re,lclleLj 
avmged murder of liis fatlicr and mnv Ali  Shall, he became allnoyeJ with 
he felt satisfied. ger. In order lo punisli Baliadur Singli, 

CHAK INVASION 1572 A.D. 

Ali Shah became the ruler of Kasliniir 
in 1570 A.11. Soon after his accession, 
lie faced numerous conspiracies ,qimc.cl 
at ousting Iiim froni the Sullanate. All 
these conspiracies had the support of 
the Muglials wlio wanlecl to annex Kii- 
shmir. Some of the conspirators I incl  
taken refuge in Kishtawar to tlie resent- 
merit of Ali Sliali. Tlie Raja of Kislita- 
war knew [lie troubles of Ali Sliali ancl 
wished to take an advantage of llie silu- 
ation. As such, lie in lhe first instance 
refused to pay homage to tlic Kashmir 
Sultanate and secondly, gmntccl refuge 
to tk.e enemies of Ali Sliali. 

All these acts of tlie R'ija, cnragcd 

a big force under the command of Is- 
mail Clianai and tlaidar Cliak was de- 
puled from Kashmir. Tlie Raja could not 
Tacc [his invasio~i (ind subniitlccl as bc- 
fore. This Lime, bclsiclcs poying lion~agc, 
lit, pwseenlecl liis d'iuglilt,r, for marriage 
with the Kaslilniri king. The lady was 
renamed as l:,itcli Khaloon or "tlie lady 
of victory" ,il tlie time of her marriage 
witli Ali Sliali. At thc same tinie, Ba- 
liaclur Sing11 had lo clcpulc his son, 
prince Narayan Singli to Srinagar as a 
royal hostage. In order 10 prove liis loy- 
ally lie sent many presents Tor tlie King 
of Kashmir and also bound himself to 
remain faitl~ful in fulure. After this evcnt, 
bolli the rulers of Kishtawar and Ka- 
shmir had bounc? tlie~nsclves in malri- 
monial alliance allcl remained faithiul 



to each olher. In fact, since t l~a l  time, and Allmad k g  for tlie conquest of Kish- 
Kishtawar always took side of the kings tawar. As this news reached the Raja, 
of Kashmir and even gave refuge to them he felt paniky and called for his advi- 
againsl the onslaught of the Mughals. sors. When nothing came clut of these 

discussions, an o l d l a d y  taught them a 
AKBAR AND KISHTAWAR strategam by which they could kill the 

Akbar took over as the Mugha1 em- invaders. At a spot on the way leading 

peror of  India in 1556. Since ],is acces- to Mughal Maidan, there is cave-like 
sion to the throne, he aspired to annex gorge and i t  is very easy to hide one- 
Kashmir. ide experimentecl various self there and kill the incoming persons. 
schemes formulated by Abll]-Fazal but I-lence, the Raja elltrusted this work to 
none succeeded. Akbar had whole a sq~a ' d ,  who succeeded in killing each 
of northern India under his thumb and Mugha1 soldier, who passed that way. 
one by one, all small and big Rajas an d When a large number c)t  soldiers disap- 
chiefs had submitted before his might peared from the hanging gorge, tile)' all 
and offered alligiance to the Mugllal felt paniky and ran away. Most of them 
throne. Ali Shall Cllak, Sultan of  were killed by sLoncB th ro~v i~ ig  of the 
Kashniir, who has occupied the throne Kishtawaris. 
in 1570 knew about the might of Akbar. 
It was after two years of his accession CONFEDERATION OF HILL 

that he  had succeeded in obtaining tlie STATES 

submission of the powerful Raja of Kisll- ,588, a secret col,fe~eratiol,  was 
tawar. All these reports had rcachccl rorn,ecl by the hills 
Akbar, who himself was desirous of not 13idl,i c h a n d  Kangra, 

Kashmir but Kisl'tawar defying the overlor~lship of thc Mughals. 
During that  very year wllcn IHe had nourished grievances against the 

Shah subdued Kislltawar, all ell~bassy ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ l ~ ,  who confiscated sonic vi l -  
from Akbar reached Srinagar which in- lilges from ],is stale a l , ~  l,al,ded these 
cluded Qazi Saddar-ud-din Malll~lna over to cllall,ba, Tile llet was that 
Ishqi. The retinue was received by Ali except, chamba,  ~ ~ ~ l ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ j i  and su- 
Shah with all honours and respect. Akbar kept, a l l  princely hill states of 

had demanded Llle daughter of  the Sul- ~ > ~ , , , ~ b ,  betwcen sutlej Chenab re- 
tan for his son Jahangir. I t  also belled. AccorJingly, the Mugll;ll enlperor 
demanded o f  him to read Khutba i l l  the clepulec- zain ~ 1 , ~ ~  Kokn, a large 
name of Akbar so  as Lo acknowledge l.orcl. to t,rillg illto subnlission. 
his overlordship. The Sultan 110l 011ly Ailer jefcat, 13 l,ill cllieis acconlpanied 
read K h ~ ~ t b a  in lhe name 0 i  Akb'lr llilll Dcllli to offcr nllcginnce. Bidhi 
also agreed to Lllc mat r imo~~ia l  alliance. C I , , , ~ ~ ~  llacl io su~,l,lit kepi his son, 
t l e  sent his neice for b c t r o t l ~ ~ l  \t7ill1 ~ ~ i l ~ k  cllancl as a llostngc a t  the Mugl1al 
Jahangir along with many prcscnls. courl. During this period, Kishtawar had 

accepted protection of the Chak Sultans 
~ f t e r  this event, Akbar depllled a big oi Kas],nlir, Mrl~o were antagonists of the 

force under I lasham Khan, Safd'lr Khan Mugl ,a ls .  



END OF THE SULTANATE Kashmir, who welcomed him. Akbar had 
failed in his designs for the second time. 

Subjugation Kashmir Having got enraged, the Mugha1 em- 
Mughals led to the end of the Kashmir peror ordered invasion 

Kashmir in 
Sultanate. Akbar, the Mughal emperor 

1585, 
of Delhi was jealous of the tiny inde- 
pendent kingdom of ~ a s h m i r  and 
wanted to annex it as soon as possible. 
First he tried to raise differences among 
the Kashmiri elite by purchasing a few 
among them. After the death of Ali Shah, 
these agents of Akbar, incited the rela- 
tives of the late king to fight among 
themselves for the throne of Kashmir. 
At the time of his accession, Yousaf Shah 
faced a serious threat from his uncle 
Abdal Khan, who claimed the throne. 
In the battle that ensued between them 
many died but Yousaf Shah won. This 
event shows to what extent Akbar's spies 
and agents had .succeeded in sowing 
seeds of dissensions among the nobility 
of Kashmir. 

Hardly had Yousaf Shah continued 
to rule Kashmir for two months when, 
he faced another big rebellion from the 
junta consisting of Abdal Bhat, Lohar 
Khan, Ali Khan, Fateh Chak and 
Mubarak Khan. In the battle that en- 
sued, Yousaf Shah suffered a crushing 
defeat and roamed from place to place 
with his compatriots. He was advised 
to approach Akbar the Mughal emperor, 
which he did gladly and reached 
Fatehpur Sikri, to seek help. Akbar prom- 
ised help but in his heart had designs 
on Kashmir. After waiting for an yeas, 
Yousaf Shah left the Mughal court on 
his own accord and reached Kashmir 
along with a band of four tho~isarld sol- 
diers. He succeeded defeating the reb- 
els with the support of the people of 

The invading army reached Baramulla 
where it was met by the Kashmiri forces. 
In the battle which ensued the Mughals 
were defeated by the Kashmiris. How- 
ever, after the defeat, Bhagwan Dass, 
the commander of the Mughal forces 
played a trick. Accepting his defeat he 
threatened Yusuf Shah with dire conse- 
quences and at the same time implored 
that should Yusuf Shah Chak accompany 
him to the Mughal court, he will be con- 
firmed on the throne of Kashmir and in 
future he will have no intereference from 
Akbar. The Sultan scummed to this 
stratagem and left for the Mughal court 
against the wishes of his sons and the 
Kashmiri army. 

Having lost their king at. the time of 
their success, the Kashmiris deposed 
Yusuf Shah and installed his son Yaclub 
Shah on the throne of Kashmir. Akbar 
could not tolerate such an insurgency 
from Kashmir and as such deputed a 
bigger force for the concluest of Kashmir. 
The Mughal forces met resistance from 
the Kashmiri forces but attained an upper 
hand because the Kashmiris were di- 
vided among themselves. In 1586, the 
Mughal forces reached Srinagar and thus 
Akbar succeeded in annexing Kashmir 
to his empire. Sultan Yaqub Shah had 
no option but to take refuge in Kisllta- 
war. His reign lasted for thirteen months 
only. Thus came to an end the last in- 
dependent ruler of Kashmir. 



CHAKS IN KISHTAWAR 

After the conquest of Kashmir by the 
Mughals, the Chaks and other Kashmiri 
compatriots took refuge in Kishtawar. 
The Raja provided them with all moral 
and material support  against the 
Mughals. From his base in Kishtawar, 
Yaqub made four attempts to recapture 
his lost throne of Kashmir but failed. 
Having lost all hope, he absorbed him- 
self in prayers while his queen, Sank- 
ardevi took some works of public util- 
ity in Kishtawar. She got built an irre- 
gation canal from Konganbaran to the 
town, which is known as the canal of 
"Sankar-mooji" or Mother Sankardevi. 
She also got built another canal from 
the spring of Kalinag to Zewra. After 
the death of Yaqub Shah, the Kashmiris 
continued their struggle for regaining 
the Valley of Kashmir from the Mughals. 
For this purpose they used Kishtawar 
as a base. In 1604, in retaliation, the 
Mughal Governor of Kashmir, Moham- 
med Quli deputed a huge force to crush 
the insurgents. The Raja had no resource 
but to submit and promised to: 

a) accept the suzerainity of the 
Mughals. 

b) remain faithful to Akbar and his 
dynasty. 

C) provide no refuge to Chaks and 
other compatriots. 

d )  pay annual homage to the Mughal 
emperor. 

e) send, as many as possible, 110s- 
tages as surety. 

Hence-forth, Kishtawar became a 
tributory state of the Mughal empire. 

SOHAN SINGH AND AKBAR 

Sohan Singh and Mehtab Singh were 
twin brothers. The Raja placed the elder 
incharge of the Padyar tutors and the 
younger incharge of the Rana tutors. At 
the time, they attained youth, both had 
their factions behind them. Both the 
Padyars and the Ranas wanted to proj- 
ect their candidate. It so happened that 
on the day of Nauroz, the Raja could 
not come to the darbar himself, for he 
was ill. He sent his eldest son, to repre- 
sent himself in the assembly. When 
Sohan Singh sat at the royal seat, the 
Padyars came forward and garland him. 
This meant that he was the future ruler. 
This act, not only enraged the Ranas but 
also created misgivings in the mind of 
Mehtab Singh. The old Raja also became 
unhappy and felt that it was a sort of a 
conspiracy to overthrow his authority. 
He felt that the Padyars were the chief 
culprits, who wished to place Sohan 
Singh on the throne. The Padyars, on 
the other hand felt paniky and selected 
four representative elders for making a 
petition before Akbar, the Mughal 
Emperor. 

The Padyars traversed a long distance 
from Kishtawar to Agra and succeeded 
in obtaining orders for the enthronement 
of Sohan Singh. At the same time, Akbar 
deputed a force consisting of one thou- 
sand horsemen under the command of 
Mirza Ali for assistance to Sohan Singh. 
The old Raja was on the death bed at 
that time. So Mehtab Singh took all 
measures to defend his position. For this, 



he safe-guarded all mountain passes and 
dismantled all bridges on the Chenab. 
Sohan Singh, accompanied by Mirza Ali 
and the Padyars reached Sukeet via Be- 
laspur. Here, they were entertained by 
the local Raja. After that they whole reti- 
nue reached Mandi and the Raja received 
the royal guests. From Mandi, Sohan 
Singh proceeded to Chamba and after 
crossing Badrawar, arrived on the banks 
of the Chenab. 

Sohan Singh found all the bridges cut 
off but managed to cross i t  during night 
with the aid of inflated goat-skins. I t  
was a night-mare for Mehtab Singh, 
when he found himself surround by the 
Mughal forces. A darbar was called by 
Mirza Ali, who placed Sohan Singh on 
the throne. Mehtab Singh was arrested 
and despatched to the court of Akbar. 

Raja Soha11 Singh opened the state 
treasures and distributed cash and gold 
among his followers. Mehtab Singh, who 
had gone to the court of Akbar devel- 
oped relations with Ranas of Cwalior 
and Udaipur through marriage in the 
royal family. He even obtained some 
soldiers from the prices and invaded 
Kishtawar. But the Mughal forces came 
to the rescue of Sohan Sing11 and he re- 
tained his throne. Mehtab Singh was 
arrested and killed. Sohan Sing11 con- 
tinued his rule without any interuption. 

Raja Sohan Singh fell down from a 
yalki and sustained injuries. He fell ill 
and passed away, leaving his son, Cham- 
bir Singh. 

REBELLION IN MARU 

Mohammed Quli Khan, the Mughal 

Subehdar of Kashmir was not only clever 
but ruthless. He wac very vigilant and 
deceiptful. His ways of dealing wit11 in- 
surgents were very harsh. He knew that 
the anti-Mughal elements had spread in 
the Pir Panchal ranges from Anantnag 
to Maru and then to Kishtawar. He made 
an announcement that all able-bodied 
persons of Dachinpara would be granted 
employment and for this purpose, they 
should assemble near the spring of 
Bawan. When the youth had assembled 
at the spot, they were encircled by the 
Mughal forces and killed. Thus he wiped 
out the first recruiting base of the Chaks. 
Subsequently, he succeeded in killing 
Hussain Chak and Shamash Chak and 
a large number of anti-Mughals at 
Regipura. After attaining success in his 
attempts to curb anti-Mughal elements, 
Mohammed Quli Khan proceeded to- 
wards the Maru Wardwan valley, which 
formed a part of the Kishtawar state. In 
a battle which ensued between the in- 
surgents and the Mughal forces, the 
Subehdar succeeded in obtaining sub- 
mission of all zamindars of the region. 
They promised not to give shelter to the 
Chaks. 

CONQUEST OF KISHTAWAR 

Jahangir asended the throne in 1605. 
Having reorganised the Mughal system 
of administration of provinces, he di- 
verted his attention towards Kashmir. 
Still the Chaks had not been completely 
licluidated. Gohar Chak and lbrahim 
Chak claimed the throne of Kashmir and 
continued inflic'ting lossess on the 
Mughal forces. Kishtawar formed the 
main base of their operations against the 
Mughals. The following is the list of 
Subehdars of Kashmir: 



1)  Nawab Qalbih Khan 1606-109 patched it to the Subehdar of Kashmir: 

2) Hasham Khan 1609-12 

3) Safdar Khan. 1612-15 

4) Ahmed Beg Khan. 1615-18 

5) Dilwar Khan. 1618-20 

6) Iradal Klian. 1620-22 

7 )  Itiqad Khan. 1622-33 

The first four Subehdars spent their 
terms of office in subduing tlie unruly 
elements and the Chak insurgents with 
partial success in Kashmir. Despite their 
efforts, they could not achieve any n~ili- 
tary success in Kishtawar. But it was 
Dilawar Khan, the fifth Subelidiir of 
Jahangir, who succeedecl in the conquest 
of Kishtawar. In 1619, Jahangir issuecl 
orders for the invasion of Kishtawar. He 
warned Dilawar Khan tliat i f  lie failed 
to deliver goods, he shall be clemoted 
in position. This imperial war~iing 
caused much anxiety and alarm in his 
mind and he called a meeting of his 
close relative and trusted friends, for 
discussions. I t  was decided that for their 
survival from tlie wrath of Jahangir, they 
should whole-heartedly invade Kislita- 
war with a large force, and follow a 
scorched earth policy. 

Gohar Singh, tlie new Raja of Kishta- 
war has ascended tlie throne during this 
very period. When he heard about the 
prepara t ions  being m a d e  by the 
Subehdar of Kashmir for an attack on 
his state, Ile discussed tlie matter with 
his advisors. I t  was decided to mobilise 
all available resources and face the 
Mughal invaders. At the same time, tlie 
Raja wrote the following letter and ~Ies-  

"I feel that i t  does not behave well 
will1 a supreme power like the Mughals 
to invade a sniall state like Kishtawar. 
I f  the reason for intended invasion is 
realisation of insignificant tribute of saf- 
fron and a few birds, I am ready to corn- 
ply with by sending the same myself. 
In that case tliere is no need for your 
presence in Kishtawar. If,  on the other 
hand, you aim at usurping this land, 
then I must warn you that your efforts 
in that direction would be no more than 
waste of time. I hope you already re- 
member the fate of Mirza Haidar and 
Kukamir, who invaded this land with 
the force consisting of 3000 soldiers and 
despite having forcing battle after battle 
on us, had to plung tl~emselves in the 
wliirlpool of destruction. Not a single 
invadcr coulcl save his lire during that 
invasion. No person has solved this 
mystery during all these years from the 
conquest of Kash~nir by Akbar to the 
twelth year of the accessio~l of Jahangir. 
Even Hasliam Khan, Saffdar Khan or 
Ahmad Beg Klian tried their best to 
annex Kishtawar but failed in their de- 
sign. I t  seems better tliat you take pity 
on your soldicrs ancl do  not plung them 
in this invasion. Prudence demands tliat 
you should not put yourself and us in 
struggle and anxiety." 

When this letter reached Dilawar 
Klian, he became enraged and ordered 
immediate invasion of Kishtawar. This 
invading force consisted of 10,000 horse- 
men, which was com~nissioned to attack 
from the sicle of Kashmir. At lie same 
time, Raja Sangram Dev of jammu 11,id 
becn ordered to stab Kishtawar from the 



1 32 
back so as to punish the rebels. 

MUGHAL INVASION OF 
KISHTAWAR, 1619 

Dilawar Khan made ample prepara- 
tion for the invasion of Kishtawar be- 
cause he was aware of the mountaine- 
ous terrain and the determination of the 
Kishtawaris. In the first instance, he col- 
lected a huge force of ten thousand sol- 
diers and equipped i t  with all require- 
ments. He placed one of his sons, Has- 
San, to be incharge of the capital city of 
Srinagar. He appointed Curd Ali Mir 
Bahar, who was an able commander, as 
the protector of frontiers. Dilawar Khan 
divided his forces into many contingents 
and made a three pronged attack on 
Kishtawar. Keeping a reserve contingent 
under his brother Haibat Khan at Vesu, 
he deputed his eldest son, Jamal as com- 
mander of the advance party through 
Murgan pass. Another contingent was 
sent under the command of his another 
son Jalal along with Nasarullah Arab 
and Ali Malik Kashmiri via Brari-an- 
gan. He himself proceeded with a big 
force by the way of Singpur, a village 
situated above the left bank of the Ka- 
sheer Kul. As a precuation he kept a 
part of cavalery with him. 

Despite heavy resistance, Jalal Khan 
covered the mountain route to Narkot 
where a fierce battle was raged between 
him and lbrahim Chak. In this battle 
Jalal obtained victory and Ibrahim laid 
his life in the battlefield. Jahangir writes 
in his autobiography: 

"Keeping their sense of duty, the 
young soldiers climbed the mountain 
peaks. The brave among the army of 
Islam f o u ~ h t  the infidels at every step. 

The unlucky Ibrahim Chak was killed 
along with many of his companions." 

The above excerpt from Tuzuk-i- 
Jahangiri shows the extent to which re- 
ligion was used by the Muslim kings to 
further their own ends. I t  is starange 
that Jahangir considered his soldiers as 
Ghazi or champions of Islam while he 
termed the freedom loving Kashmiri 
Muslims like Ibrahim Chak as Kafir or 
infidel! 

The death of lbrahim Chak brought 
a death-blow to the resistance of the Raja 
against the Mughal invaders. He flew 
from the field and after crossing the river 
Marau took refuge at Bhandarkot. At 
the time of his flight, the Raja ordered 
destruction of the hanging bridges on 
the river so as to prevent further ad- 
vance of the enemy forces. Dilawar Khan 
got prepared wooden rafts for crossing 
the river but lost 78 soldiers in dashing 
current of the river. However, Jalal suc- 
ceeded in crossing the river Chenab and 
proceeded with his contingent towards 
the rear. He had only 200 soldiers with 
him and such, moved in darkness so as 
to avoid detection. At dawn Jalal led an 
attack on the camp of Cohar Singh, 
which brought confusion among the 
Kishtawaris, who were cut to pieces. The 
Raja submitted and was brought as a 
royal prisoner before Dilawar Khan. 
Thus Kishtawar lost the rule of its inde- 
pendent Rajas. In this invasion, the 
Mughals were helped by Raja San- 
gramdev of Jammu, who had been or- 
dered to attack Kishtawar from the south. 

The Massir-ul-Umara has the 
following version about the Kishtawar 
expedition: 



"In the 14th year of Jahangir, 
Dilawar Khan resolved to conquer the 
country of Kishtawar by means of 
10,000 horse and foot. His soldiers 
mounted the hills on foot and fought 
stage after stage till they came to the 
river, where there was an engagement. 
The Raja of the country lost heart when 
lbrahim Chak, who claimed to be heir 
to Kashmir and had taken protection 
with him, was killed. He crossed the 
river and halted in Bhandarkut which 
was on the other side. Though the 
brave men tried to cross by the bridge 
the resistance was such that they could 
not do so. At last, one day, Jamal Khan 
crossed the swollen river with a 
number of others by swimming, and 
engaged the enemy. From the river 
in question to the Chenab, which is a 
great support of theirs, they had placed 
musketeers and archers at every place. 
For four months and ten days every 
attempt that was made to cross ended 
in failure. It happened that one night, 
Jalal, under the guidance of a land- 
holder, crossed with safety, and fell 
upon the Raja and sounded the 
trumpet of victory. Many were killed 
and thevrest saved their lives by flight. 
Afterwards the Raja was made 
prisoner. Dilawar Khan took the Raja 
with him and produced him before 
Jahangir, in the 15th year near 
Baramulla which is the gate to 
Kashmir. Dilawar received various 
favours and was made an officer of 
4000 with 3500 horse. He also received 
a present of a lac of rupees, being the 
revenue of the conquered territory for 
one year. As the Raja was not devoid 
of dignity, an order was given that 

his sons should be sent for, in order 
that the Raja might be delivered from 
perpetual imprisonment, and might 
spend his days in peace. He obeyed 
and was heated with favour." 

In March 1620, Jahangir made his first 
royal tour to the Valley of Kashmir. 
When his camp reached Shihabuddin- 
pora, the Subehdar uf Kashmir presented 
himself before the emperor. While giv- 
ing an account of his Kishtawar com- 
paign, Dilawar Khan presented Gohar 
Singh before Jahangir. The Mughal 
emperor felt happy and made a prize 
grant of one year's revenue of Kishta- 
war in favour of Dilawar Khan. As re- 
gards the Raja, he writes: 

"The Raja of Kishtawar is an em- 
bodiment of royalty. Dressed like an 
Indian, he speaks both Kashmiri and 
Hindi. In comparison with the local 
landlords, the Raja looks well-bread 
and civilised. I have ordered that de- 
spite his faults he can be released from 
imprisonment, if he keeps his sons as 
hostages in the Darbar. For future, the 
Khirnj of Kishtawar is fixed at six an- 
nas per rupee." 

The Raja having agreed to pay ran- 
som, was permitted to return to Kishta- 
war. However, he kept his eldest son, 
Bhagwan Sing11 in the Mughal court. 

When Gohar Singh reached Kishta- 
war, he found that Kishtawar had been 
placed under the control of Nasrullah 
Arab by the Subehdar of Kashmir. This 
man was very cruel to the people and 
they disliked him. Seeing that their Raja 



had come back to the capital town, they 
raided the camp of the Mughal repre- 
sentative. Nasrullah Arab and his reti- 
nue was killed. In the mean while, lra- 
dit Khan, who had replaced Dilawar 
Khan, as Subehdar of Kashmir, arrived 
in Kishtawar with a large force. He suc- 
ceeded in capturing the rebels and kill- 
ing them. He established various Mughal 
military posts in Kishtawar and suc- 
ceeded in bringing peace and order to 
the region. Raja Gohar Sing11 was found 
innocent and as such, was allowed to 
be the Raja of Kishtawar. 

BHAGWAN SINGH AT AGRA 

Bhagwan Singh, in his capacity as the 
royal hostage from Kishtawar, was kept 
at Delhi for some time. He was provicled 
with a house and some pension was sanc- 
tioned in his favour so that he could 
live with luxury. As a royal hostage, i t  
was his duty to remain in attendence at 
the Mughal court. As time passed on, 
Bhagwan Singh won praise due to his 
examplary conduct. His loyalty won him 
favours from the Mughal emperor and 
he was allowed to take into service vakils 
or representatives. He moved with the 
imperial Mughal court between Delhi 
and Agra. He appointed Ciyas-ud-din 
of Agra as his vakil .  He also kept Abul- 
Qasim, as his naib-vakil at the imperial 
court. After some period, Bhagwan Singh 
was taken into service by the prince Shah 
Jahan, who had been ordered by the 
Mughal emperor, Jahangir, ,to bring 
about annexation of the Deccan states. 
Shah Jahan was entrusted with the Dec- 
can cornpaign due to the mechnicism of 
his step mother, Nur Jahan, the empress, 
who wanted to install her own son-in- 
law, as the next emperor. For this pur- 

pose, her aim was to shunt away Shah 
Jahan far from the imperial court. In 
obedience to the wishes of his father, 
Shah Jahan kept himself engaged in the 
Deccan operations. In the mean while, 
Jahangir who had gone on an imperial 
visit to the Valley of Kashmir with Nur 
Jahan fell ill. Nur Jahan felt paniky but 
showed great presence of mind. She 
ordered immediate march of the impe- 
rial retinue towards Lahore. Her aim 
was to reach Lahore and declare Shar- 
ayar as the emperor of India. But na- 
ture was against her wish and Jahangir 
passed away in the way near Rajouri 
on October 29, 1626. Shah Jahan was 
declared emperor of India on January 
29, 1628 at Agra. 

In 1629, Shah Jahan decided to con- 
quer Deccan and for this purpose or- 
dered all the hill chiefs to accompany 
him along with their forces. Bhagwan 
Singh had already attained confidence 
of the Emperor and it was through his 
efforts that some of the hill chiefs, who 
were under arrest got freedom. Our 
chronicler has given lengthy account of 
this event, which is very interesting: 

"The emperor was angry due to 
the disobediance of the hill Rajas, for 
they had not presented themselves in 
time for the Deccan cornpaign. 
Twenty-two of them had been placed 
under house-arrest at Delhi. I t  so 
happened that the emperor went out 
for hunting expedition. 111 the sky, 
he saw a falcon like bird, flying in 
the sky. After enquiry it transpired 
that the hawk belonged to Raja 
Bhagwan Singh. All tried their best 
to persuade the hawk to sit on their 
hand but failed. Some one in the reti- 



nue said that this hawk belongs to a 
hilly region and is faithful to his 
master, just as Raja Bhagwan Singh 
is loyalty the emperor. Shah Jahan 
heard this and desired that the Raja 
be asked to present himself in the Dar- 
bar. But he was informed that the Raja 
had also been placed under house- 
arrest like other hill chiefs. The Eni- 
peror ordered his relese along with 
other hill Rajas, because Bhagwan 
Singh interceded on their behalf." 

JAGAT SINGH 

After t l~e  death of Cohar Singh, one 
of his sons Ram Sing11 came to power 
but his reign was short and the throne 
passed on to Kam Singh. This Raja was 
very brave and could pick up two stone 
boulders like two small pins. A stone 
boulder could make seat for ten to fif- 
teen persons. It was inscribed on these 
stones that the Raja was so brave that 
he could pick up these stone boulders. 
This Raja was succeeded by Jagat Singh, 
who became ruler of Kishtawar, while 
Bhagwan Singh remained at the court 
of Shah Jahan at Agra. None of the ear- 
lier works on Kishtawar make any men- 
tion of either Ram Singh or Kam Singh 
and these place Jagat Singh, after Collar 
Singh. We are also told that Shah Jahan 
came to Kashmir on a royal tour and i t  
was at that time that Cohar Singh pre- 
sented himself and begged for royal 
sanction to the nomination of Jagat Singh 
as the heir apparent. The emperor hav- 
ing acceted his request, he returned to 
Kishtawar and distributed a lac of rupees 
among the poor as a thanks-giving cere- 
mony. 

When we annaylise the above ac- 

counts, i t  becomes clear that the ascen- 
dency of Ram Singh and Kam Singh had 
no imperial sanction and as such, both 
of them have been ignored by earlier 
historians. Jagat Singh has been men- 
tioned by all because the insignia of Ra- 
jaship was granted in his favour and he 
ruled over Kishtawar. During his region 
an important event occured which re- 
sulted in the return of Bhagwan Singh, 
who was at Agra. Jagat Singh invaded 
Bhadrawar but during his absence, Raja 
Bhupal Paul of Basaoli, made a success- 
ful attempt to conquer Kishtawar. Jagat 
Sing11 returned in hurry to save his 
throne but was killed in a battle with 
Raja Bhupal Paul. Before leaving for Ba- 
saoli, Bhupat Paul kept his commander, 
Kantaka in the capital town. He also stole 
away all silver and gold from the treas- 
ury. He did not even spare the temple 
and collected all statues, including the 
famous Nilakantha Lingam , which he 
installed at Basaoli for worship. 

BHAGWAN SINGH 

After the termination of the Deccan 
compaign, Bhagwan Singh returned to 
Agra and settled there. He now occu- 
pied himself in reading and writing lit- 
erature. As times passed on, he absorbed 
himself in prayers and meditation. For 
this practice, he would sit under a dry 
tree, which after some time, became 
green with leaves and rejuvenated. Hear- 
ing this, the emperor became very kind 
to him and loved him. He even made a 
present of a diamond rosary to Bhagwan 
Singh. He was also provided with ameni- 
ties to live as a Raja and use princely 
robes and dresses. He was permitted him 
to use umbrella, embroidered with 
golden thread. 



It so happened that the Raja went to 
Delhi to pay a visit to his friends. He 
stayed there for some days. He would 
often go for hunting along with other 
nobles. A princes, who saw him, fell in 
love with him and proposed for mar- 
riage. She even informed her mother 
about this love-affair and the news 
reached the emperor also. He was told 
to accept Islam and thus become the 
overlord of the hill states. "The emperor 
told him to think and keep i t  a secret 
and even Bhagwan Singh never exposed 
this secret." 

During this very period, the disturb- 
ing news about the death of Jagat Singh 
reached him. He also heard about the 
occupation and annexation of Kishtawar 
by Kantaka. Hearing this, Bhagwan 
Singh presented himself before Shah 
Jahan and implored for assistance in 
regaining his ancestral throne. 

KISHTAWAR COMPAIGN 

Shah Jahan issued immediate instruc- 
tions to the Subehdar of Kashmir to pro- 
vide all help, men and material, to 
Bhagwan Singh for the Kishtawar com- 
paign. He also provided him with the 
services of two able administrators, Jivan 
Sain and Pran Sain, who were directed 
to set right the revenue and civil ad- 
ministration of Kishtawar. Keeping his 
vakil, Giyas-ud-din at the imperial court 
at Agra, Bhagwan Singh and his reti- 
nue proceeded towards Kashmir. Zaf- 
far Khan Ahsan, who was the Subehdar 
of Kashmir at that time, provided him 
with a strong force of 12000 soldiers. 
Bhagwan Singh proceeded towards Kish- 
tawar from tile side of Maru Wardwan 

and reached Bandarkut in no time. The 
Mughal offensive was so sudden and 
Kantaka could not maneuver his forces 
with the result that he was arrested and 
his soldiers were annihilated. 

Bhagwan Singh received a royal re- 
ception in the capital town of Kishta- 
war from the masses. He ordered that 
the victory over the invader be celebrated 
for one month. The celebrations started 
with much singing and dancing. The Raja 
ordered for an exhibition polo match in 
the Chogan Playground. Kantaka, who 
had been made prisoner in the battle 
was brought before the Raja who sev- 
ered the head of the invader and played 
with i t  as a polo-ball. Thus, Bhagwan 
Singh laid the foundation of an annual 
Kantaka Jatra festival. 

After having recoquered Kishtawar, 
Bhagwan Singh distributed his treasures 
among the Mughal soldiers. He 
despatched presents as well as Khiraj 
to the imperial court at Agra. He also 
despatched presents to the Mughal 
Subehdar of Kashmir. Now, he thought 
of consolidating his dominion and re- 
annex the adjoining territories. From 
Doda, he moved his forces to Kastigarh 
and conquerPd i t .  He built a fort at that 
strategic site. Then he proceeded towards 
Kanthi and subdued it. All submitted 
before his superior force and he conuered 
the whole region up  to Piristhan. 

Bhagwan Singh honoured the two 
brothers, Jivan Sain and Pran Sian with 
the posts of uazir and appointed Abul- 
Qasim, the son of his 7)ukil a[ Agra, as 
qazi of Kishtawar. The Raja, being very 
particular to copy the Mughals, entrusted 



his three sons, Maha Singh, Abhey Is- 
lamyar Singh and Rudera Singh to the 
care of eminent tutors, who taught them 
Persian. All the three excelled in cul- 
ture learning and etiquette. The Raja 
deputed the younger sons to the Mughal 
court as his vakils. One of them stayed 
at Delhi and the other at Agra. He made 
his eldest son, Maha Singh alias Maha 
Jan Singh as heir apparent. 

ceremony of Maha Singh Mahajan. A 
big Darbar was held in the capital town 
of Kishtawar, in which neighbouring 
chiefs from Sukeet, Mandi and Kangra 
attended to came to felicitate the heir 
apparent. Many rejoicings were held in 
the region and the Raja distributed alms 
among the power. 

MAHA SINGH MAHAJAN 

During his along stay at Delhi and Maha Singh succeeded his father as 

Agra, Bhagwan Singh had learnt to live ruler of Kishtawar in 1650. He is also 

as a Mughal dandee. He not only wore known as Maha Jan and composed po- 

the Mughal dress but acted and behaved etic verses in Persian. He was a scholar 

as a Mughal. He was proficient in and knew several languages including 

Persian, Hindi and Brijbasha. He Sanskrit, Hindi, Kashmiri and Urdu. In 

introduced the Mughal etiquette in his history, he is known as a secular and 

Darbar, which he held every day for just ruler. At the outset of his reign he 

dispencing justice. He took interest in kept his brother Abaysingh alias 1s- 

works of public utility and in the lamyarkhan to Delhi to remain in atten- 

improvement of agriculture. He was a 
dence at the Mughal Court. Later he sent 

patron of arts and crafts and established his younger brother, Rudara Singh to 

maktabs and pathshalas in his state. His Delhi to remain there as a hostage be- 
sides his Vakil, Ciyasuddin. 

Darbar included a number of poets and 
singers also. It appears that while Maha Sing11 was a benevolent ruler 
following some Islamic tenets, Bhagwan who introduced many reforms in the ad- 
Singh observed Hindu rituals also and ministration of his state. He encouraged 
in this respect, lie was an embodi~l~ent villagers to bring more soil under culti- 
of composite culture. 

vation. He would hold his Darbar ev- 

RAJ TILAK OF MAHAJAN 

Bhagwan Singh had proved his de- 
votion and loyalty to the Mugha1 em- 
peror. He received generous treatment 
from Shah Jahan. The Raja was very 
prompt in submitting khi rn j  and rrnzrnnu 
to the imperial court through his rmkils. 
Bhagwan Singh having become old 
thought of nominating his successor. For 
this purpose, he obtained permission of 
the emperor, who, even sent a Raja from 
the imperial court to attend the r u j  tilnk 

ery day and hear petitions. His court 
included scholars and administrators. 
During his reign peace prevailed in the 
region and his subjects lived in content- 
ment. Many Kashmiri families migrated 
into Kishta\var during this period and 
introduced arts and crafts. He not only 
permitted Muslims to built a mosque 
but also granted a Jagir for its mainte- 
nance. Himself a pious Hindu, he would 
visit the Nilkanth temple and pray for 
the prosperity of his subjects. Many 
anecdotes have been woven by the 



people about his piety. Once when scarse 
conditions prevailed in Kislitawar clue 
to the absence of rains, Maha Sing11 pro- 
ceeded bare-foot to the Nilkanth temple 
and prayed for rains. He did not leave 
the holy place until1 heavy rains occured 
in the whole of Kishtawar. Mi~ny sto- 
ries are remembered uptill now about 
his generousi ty an d benevolence. Maha 
Singh would engage himself in prayers 
and would hold his Darbar occasion- 
ally. This created a rift among his courti- 
ers. One  of his vazir, who  was a Padyar 
thought of installing some one else on 
the throne. Once, he  went to the Raja 
and wished to relate some happenings. 
The Raja, retorted saying tliat a11 this 
sovereignty and governence of people 
is bestowed by the Will of Allah. 

Aurangzeb usurped tlie imperial 
throne by arresting his father, Sha11 Jalian 
and killing his elder brothers. In order 
to impress his authority, hc depuled 
Itiqad Khan to replace Lashkar Khan as 
Subehdar of Kashmir, in 1959. Maha 
Singh continued to rule over Kislitawar 
during this period. Aurenzeb desired 
presence of the Raja at the imperial court, 
but Maha Singh avoided and sent his 
son instead with klrirnj and na:nmnn.He 
also deputed his qazi, Abul Qasim to 
wait upon the emperor and explain tlic 
whole position. When his son and the 
Qazi returned to Kashtawar, there was 
much rejoicings anlong the people. 

FIRST M O S Q U E  IN KISHTAWAR 

The influx of a large number of Mus- 
lims in Kishtawar starled wit11 the ad- 
vent of Raja Bhagwan Singh, who had 
been provided with 12000 soldiers by 
the Subehdar of Kashmir. It cannot be 

denied that majority of these soldiers 
professed Islam as their religion. It is 
also a historical fact, tliat prior to him, 
many Muslim soldiers and traders had 
settled in Kishtawar during the Chak 
period. After the conquest of Kashmir 
bv Akbar, many Chak princes and nobles 
got refuge in Kishtawar and they made 
it a base for their anti-Mughal opera- 
tions. Both Akbar and Jahangir organi- 
sed several military compaigns against 
Kishtawar so  as to punish the rebels. 
By the time, Bhagwan Singh came from 
Delhi to reconquer Kishtawar, nearly half 
of the populations ccmsisted of Muslims. 
However, we find a mixed type of a so- 
ciety in Kishtawnr during the reign of 
his successors, some of whom had 
adopted the new religion. Kishtawar and 
Kashmir have always maintained close 
cultural and political relations since past 
and it is no  wonder that with the enter- 
ing of matrimonial alliances with the 
Chaks, the Rajas of Kishtawar had prac- 
tically joined the Muslim fold. Since the 
time of the marriage of Shankar Devi 
with Yaqub Shah Chak, the Rajas of Kish- 
tawar had started believing in Islamic 
tenets. It was a sort of a composite cul- 
ture which had been adopted not only 
by Kishtawar but by other hill states 
around Kashmir. When Jahangir re- 
turned to his capital from a visit of Ka- 
shmir, he found in Rajouri, inter-mar- 
riages between Hindus and Muslims. 
Jahangir was a tolerant ruler, but he 
ordered that henceforth only Hindu girls 
would be married in Muslims families. 
Rajouri, we know was an adjoining state 
with Kishtawar and once formed part 
of the dominion of the Rajas of Kishta- 
war. Shah Jahan, on his first visit to 
Kaslln~ir in 1634 found in Bhimber that 



a large number of Hindus hacl Muslim 
wives. Accordingly, he ordered that all 
those Hindus who had Muslim wives 
must bccome Muslims. At the instance 
of Shah Jahan, the Hindu Raja of Bhim- 
ber, who had Muslim Ranis, became a 
Muslims. Following his example, 400 
Hindus became Muslims for the sake of 
their Musli~ns wives. 

Similar conditions prevailed in Kish- 
tawar during the period under review. 
The first mosque in the capital town of 
Kishtawar was constructed during the 
reign of Maha Sing11 by Mulla Bal~adur 
and Mulla Hussain. For its mai~\tenance, 
a jagir was granted by the R,ija who 
also made cash endow~nent  in favour 
of the Muslim priests. Thus we find Is- 
lam gaining its foot-hold in KishLawar 
not due  to forced conversions but so- 
cial mix-up of society. Of cource, later 
on, it were the influence of the Muslim 
saints and sufis, which accelerated the 
pace of conversions. It cannot be divided 
that some of the Hindus gave u p  tlieir 
religion to obtain royal favours. Sucli 
was the case with the Rajas and princes 
of Kishtawar, who became Muslims for 
becoming more closer to the ruling fami- 
lies in Kashmir and India. Tlic example 
of the Rajas was followed by tlieir sub- 
jects. 

INDRA SlNGH 

lndra Sing, one of the soli of Maha 
Singh went to the imperial courl at Delhi 
and presented his compliments to Au- 
rangzeb. He met many Rajas ancl nobles 
of the Mughal court,'possibly to win fa- 
vour. From Delhi, the prince went to 
Nepal and married a Gurkha princes. 
After some period, lndra Singh returned 

to Kishtawar. Iluring his travels, he also 
visited the Rajas of Sukect and Mandi. 
Mahajan Singh felt happy on thc return 
of his son. Afler some time, the princes 
gave birth to a son, who named as Jai 
Singh. According to available sources, 
Raja Maha Sing11 had three sons and the 
eldest was Jai Singh. But our chronicler 
had made Jai Sing11 as the grandson o f  
Maha Singh. 

DEATH 01: MAHA SlNGH 

Maha Singh passed away at a very 
ripe age leaving his sons and grandsons. 
Some have said that lie surpassed one 
hundred years of life. He had kept a 
harm of nearly two dozen rains. At the 
time of his death nearly twenty ladies 
burnt tl~emsclves along with the dead 
Raja on the funeral pyre. These included 
some of his rains, maidens and consorts. 
According to our chronicler, even some 
pet animals of the old Raja were burnt 
in fire. 

THE GURKHAS 

Kalhana in his Rajatarangini mentions 
Nepal as a powerful state during the 
period when the Karkotas ruled over 
Kashmir. He speaks about the invasion 
on Nepal hy Jayapida in late 8th cen- 
tury where he was defeated and impris- 
oned by Araniudi, the King of hepal.  
The Rajntarangini, then gives an account 
of his escape from prison and his sub- 
sequent exploits against the Nagas. 

Our chronicler establishes a connec- 
tion between Nepal and Kishtawar, 
when he speaks about the visit of Indra 
Singh to Nepal and his marriage there 
in the royal family. He also establishes 



that Jai Singh was born to the Napali 
queen. After this speaks about the in- 
cursions of the Gurkhas in the hill re- 
gions just after the demise of Raja Maha 
Singh. His account is full of interest be- 
cause we find the same policy being fol- 
lowed by Nepal in the begining of the 
18th century, when they wanted to ex- 
tend their power over hill states. I t  was 
during this period that Nepal took ef- 
fective steps to establish a Gurkha king- 
dom from Nepal to Kashmir. Accord- 
ing to our chronicler, Nepal had made 
such an attempt earlier also, may be in 
the 17th century. 

"Nepali forces, which were very 
large, attacked Kishtawar but the Raja 
had closed all passes. He had also in- 
formed other neighbouring Rajas 
about it. So when the invaders reached 
nearer the borders of Kishtawar, they 
were surrounded by the forces of 
Sukeet, Mandi and Jasrotha from the 
three side. The forth side was cov- 
ered by Kishtawari soldiers. In the 
battle which ensued, not a single 
Gurkha soldier could save himself and 
go to Nepal. 

JAI SINGH BAKHTIYAR KHAN 
(1663-1681) 

Maha Singh Mahajan had three sons, 
namely, Jai Singh, Ram Singh and Sardar 
Singh. Due to old age, he could not at- 
tend to the duties of a ruler. Having 
nominated his eldest son as the next 
ruler, he handed over government in 
the hands of Jai Singh. The new ruler, 
made his brother Ram Singh as his wazir 
and Sardar Singh as his Sepalrsalnr. Maha 
Singh Mahajan passed away in 1665 and 
Jai Singh assumed full charge of his 
government. 

The advent of the Mughal rule in 
Kashmir had produced far-reaching ef- 
fects on Kishtawar. Not only with the. 
Subehdars of Kashmir, the Rajas of Kish- 
tawar had established direct contacts 
with the Mughal court at Delhi. They 
would always keep a Vakil at the Mughal 
court besides royal hostages. At khe same 
time, the Mughal arts and crafts flour- 
ished in Kishtawar. Persian became the 
court language and the Kishtawari Ra- 
jas, even changed their religion. Many 
Kashmiri families settled in various parts 
of the kingdom. The main capital town 
became a centre of Islamic culture and 
learning. Those Kashmiri families, which 
had settled in the capital attained an 
overhand over the locals. Periodic and 
continueous migration of Kashmiris from 
Kashmir and their settlement in Kisht- 
war caused an alarm in the mind of the 
locals. Fearing an upheaval, he imposed 
a ban on the settlement of Kashmiris in 
his kingdom. His courtiers divided it- 
self on this issue and his younger 
brother, Sardar Singh reached the 
Mughal court with a complaint against 
the Raja. Aurangzeb asked the Subehdar 
of Kashmir to seek an explanation from 
Jai Singh, who deputed his son, Kirath 
Sing11 to Delhi with presents. I t  appears 
that Sardar Singh wanted to fish in the 
troubled waters so as to obtain the throne 
of Kishtawar for himself. He was aware 
of the communal nature of Aurangzeb 
and in order to gain his favours told 
him that Jai Singh had banned the en- 
try of Muslims in his realm. But the ruler 
fo Kishtawar was more clever than him. 
The Raja not only deputed his son to 
the Mughal court to show allegiance and 
contradict all the above allegations lev- 
elled against him but also declared that 
he had become a Muslim, at the hands 



of Hazrat Shah Mohammed Farid-ud- 
din. Hearing this, the Mughal emperor 
felt pleased and bestowed the title of 
Bakhtiyar Khan on him. 

HAZRAT SHAH MOHAMMED 
FARIDUDDIN 

It is a historical fact that it were the 
Sufi saints and not kings, who spread 
the message of Islam by their exan~plary 
conduct and spiritual powers. It was 
Hazrat  Syed Abdulqadir Jilani of 
Baghdad who tammed millions of bar- 
barous Tartars and Mongols. I t  was 
Hazrat Mir Syed Ali Hamdani who 
brought the religion of peace to Kashmir 
and thus ushered an era of tolerance, 
brotherhood and development in the 
valley. Similarly, it was Hazrat Shah 
Mohammed Fariduddin who reached 
Kishtawar to show an enlightened way 
of life to the people. He belonged to the 
Qadri order or  silsila of Sufism. His fa- 
ther Hazrat Shah Syed Mustafa was one 
of the descendants of the illustrious fam- 
ily of Hazrat Syed Abdulqadir Jilani of 
Baghdad. From his childhood, Hazrat 
Shah Mohammed Fariduddin gave 
promise of piety and learning. Having 
completed his education in Arabia and 
Egypt, he migrated to India when he 
had hardly entered youth. For some time 
he stayed at Agra and Delhi spending 
time in prayers and meditation, and 
many became his disciples. 

Mohammed. When the news reached the 
Mughal court, the emperor ordered 
Hafiz Abual Qasim to accompany the 
saint. During this purney,  some others 
joined them and .the caravan reached 
Kashmir in about 1665. After his stay in 
Kashmir, the saint proceeded towards 
Dang-Batal where people began to flock 
around him. The landlord of the area 
Lashkar Rai by name, accepted lslam at 
the hands of the saint and requested him 
to stay at Daing Batal. In order to settle 
the saint in his domain, he offered his 
daughter in marriage to him. After a 
lapse of few years, Hazrat Shah Faridud- 
din proceeded to Dada along with his 
disciples. Many families got attracted 
towards lslam due  his teaching and spiri- 
tual powers. The landlord wanted the 
saint to rem-ian permanently with him. 
As such, he entered into a matrimonial 
alliance with Hazrat Shah Mohammed 
Fariduddin and gave his daughter in 
marriage to the saint. After a few years 
stay at Doda, the saint proceeded to- 
wards Kishtawar at the request of the 
ruler who had constructed a palace for 
him. Thus, Hazrat Shah Mohammed 
Fariduddin made his final abode in the 
capital. Here he showed many miracles 
which have been recorded by some writ- 
ers. It was due to him that the whole 
region accepted lslam as their way of 
life. I t  was by his spiritual powers and 
love for all that won for him the affec- 
tion of all which continues uptill now. 

After a few years, the saint was di- 
rected by his mentor to go to Kishta- 

CONVERSION OF KIRAT SINGH 

war. Accordingly, Hazrat Shall Moham- The conversion of Kirat Singh to Is- 
med Fariduddin proceeded towards lam is a controvercial issue among the 
Kishtawar along with his four disciples, historians. According to one version, 
namely, Syed Bahauddin, Syed Shah Kirat Singh was forced by the Subehdar 
Abdal, yar Mohammed and Dcrvish of Kashmir to adopt the new religion. 



After his conversion in 1687 he was 
named as Saadat Yar Khan. He was the 
heir apparent of Kishtawar al [hat tinie. 
According to another version, Kirat 
Singh became a Muslin1 due lo the po- 
litical pressure put on him by his uncle 
Kam Siligh alias Deendar Khan. Another 
version, which is full of interest is re- 
quires to bc reproducecl. 

a )  the practice of Raj-tilak ceremony 
be continued in the same way as 
was done earlier. For this, the 
Hindu priest should apply Tilak 
on tlie forehead of the heir 
apparent. 

b) the title of Singh be continued with 
the name of the ruler. 

"Raja Jai Singh had four or five c) in case of marriage, Hindu rituals 
sons froni various queens. His eldest be performed at the first instance 
son was Shcr Singh, who was re- and prior to nikah ceremony. 
named as Kirat Singh at the tinie of 
Raj-Tilak ceremony. after tlie d) both the Hindus and the Muslirns 
Raja dicd and a war of succ-ession should join to celebrate the Hindu 
ensued. At that time, the Subehdar irlclas and the Muslim gurus. 
of Kashmir deputed his emissary, 
Narayan Dhar Pandit ~ 1 i t l 1  a small In accordance with the above orders, 

contingent to Kishtawar. The cmis- Kirnl Sing11 got writlen a set of instruc- 

sary demanded Kliiraj and Nazarana, tiolis for his successors. 

which was paid. He also clcmanclcd 
prcse~~tation of Kirat Siligli before tlie KIRAT SINGH SAADAT YAR KHAN 

Subehdar. When the queen mother 
protested, the Pandit told her 10 obey 
orders for in case of disobedience, her 
son was bound to lose the throne. 
Afler her consent, Kirat Si~igli rt.,lclic~d 
Srinagar and was treated ivcll. I-lc ate 
Toocl cookecl by a Muslim, thinking 
tliat the cook was a blindu, as prom- 
ised by Narayana Dhar Palidit. In the 
mean while, he was granted n robe 
oi honour in accordance with the 
orders of thc Muglial cnipcror. The 
Raja returned to Kishta~var, cluly 
converted along with his cousin broth- 
ers, who were already C O I I V C ~ ~ S .  T l i ~ y  
infornied the people that Kir,~t Sing11 
hacl convcrtcd to Islam out ol' his iree 
will. A1 thal time the followil~g or- 
ders of the Mughal emperor wcre 
received ." 

Kirat Siligli Saadat Yar Khan ascended 
tlie throne at a time when Kishtawar 
was passing through an era of transi- 
tion. The majority of his subjects were 
Ilindus while tlic Raja had beconie a 
Muslim. Thc Muslims who were in a 
niinority had the backing of the Mughals. 
The Hindus felt that lliey had lost the 
grouncl and they crused the Raja for it .  
Both tlie religious groups felt suspicious 
of each other. 

The most striking political act of Kirat 
Sing11 Saadat Yar Khan was to contact a 
marriage alliallce wilh the Mughals. He 
colisiderecl tliat tlie Muglial emperor at 
Delhi, though weak, was still the foun- 
tain-head of all political power in 
India. The Raja got his sister, 13hupa Devi 
lilarried with the Mughal emperor, 



Farruk Siyar. This evcnt ociured in the 
year 1717 and Bhupa Dc\i ,lttained the 
position of queen number two of the 
Mughal emperor. 11 appe,irs that the Raja 
felt paniky and wanted t t )  consoliclate 
his position. Perhaps he was under pres- 
sure from the Hindu nlasscs i \~ho had 
also supporters in the Raj.1'~ rtbl,?tives. 
His brother, Mian Mohanimed Khan, 
who had accompained Bliupa Devi from 
Kishtawar to Delhi, c)btained favours 
from the Mughal emperor. He was 
granted vast estates in the Valley of Ka- 
shmir as jagir. The follorving villages 
were bestowed on Mian Mohammecl 
Khan: 

Pahalgam, a village situated at the 
north end of 1,idder valley. 
Habalash, a region around the source 
of a stream, which joins the river 
Vishav in Anannag area. 

Tarazoo, a village on the banks of 
Volur. 

Kirat Singh Saadal Yar Khan was a 
bei~evolent ruler interested in (he wel- 
fare of all his subjects. He ~ ~ o u l d  hold 
his Darbar rcgularlv and dispence jus- 
tice wilhou t favour or fear. In the evc- 
nlngs, hc would hear music ,111~1 soi1g.s 
Himself a scholar, the Raja ap~roniscd 
poets, scholars a n ~ l  t~~,lchers, 111 OI-LIC'~ to 
ushur an era of tolclr,ition hc ~ ~ o i i l d  not 
only initiate discussions but also p'ir- 
ticipate in debates. He was generous and 
distributed his wealth among the needy. 

ANTI-MUSLIM REACTION 

Nadir Shah S,IC~L\LI  Dellii in 17% and 
demolished the cdil'ice the hlughi1l mun- 
arclly. The net result wiis a ci\lil iv,~s 

among the claiments to the throne, who 
fought and killed each other. Chaos pre- 
vailed in every part of the Mughal em- 
pire. The Mugl~al Si~behdar rebelled and 
declared their independence iron) the 
central authority. The Subehdar of Ka- 
shmir also rebellcd against the central 
power. All these events did prdduce a 
sort of commotion in Kishtawar. 

I t  has been stated earlicr that among 
the royal family, some members adhered 
to their original faith while some had 
adopted Islam as their religion. The 
people, in general were also divided on 
the same lincs. Among the elite, there 
existed two groups; tlie old group of 
Hindu nobles and tlie ncw emerging 
group of Muslin1 courliers. Another fac- 
tor, which produced much malice among 
1l1e t4indus was the enlergence of ortho- 
dox Mullas rvlio were very particular 
about the clogma and doctriiic. On the 
other hand, tlie Hinciu ~najority had roots 
in the soil and the elite among them 
were very particular to defend their 
privileges. 

Another cause of resentment was tli'it 
whilc the hluslims were exempted from 
payment of rasums, the I-findus had to 
pay this tax. Among the Hindus, some 
people had nlrcacly converted themselves 
to Islam iur ecoilolnic gains and many 
were followi~ig in suite. This tendency 
was rcscnted by the high caste Hindus, 
mure so when the Raja had given a free 
hand to the Mullas in their proselyzing 
cfforts. 

Anoll1c.r cause of resentment seem to 
bc. the introduction ot the Sliar,ii,lt laws 
among the Mu.slims. Up to t h ~ t  time, 
Lhc. people uscc1 to cont.lct mixecl -1- ir- 



riages without any regard to religion. 
Now, Abdul Qasim, the Qazi and his 
son, Inayat Ullah wanted to enforce the 
Shariat Laws under which, no Muslim 
woman could be the wife of a Hindu. 
Such a sort of religious restriction was 
quite contrary to the common usage and 
practice in Kishtawar. It did effect many 
families and was a challenge to the self- 
respect of many Hindus. 

In the Raja's household and family, 
there were two divergent classes, one 
adhering to the old faith and the other 
following the new faith. At [he same 
time, there were some claiments to the 
throne, who wanted to depose the Raja, 
who had become old and had no issue. 
These elements intered into an alliance 
with the Padyars. I t  so happened that 
one of the Ranis of the Raja gave birth 
to a son, who was named as Amolak 
Singh. The brother of the Raja, who ex- 
pected to ascend the throne after the 
death of  the ruler, felt dismal at the birth 
of the heir apparent. Hence, they insti- 
gated the Padyars to make an end of 
the Raja. 

THE PADYAR REVOLT 

Since ancient times, the Paclyar clan 
formed an important element in the so- 
ciety. Its leaders held important posts 
under the Rajas of Kishtawar. The Pady- 
ars formed a military class, which was 
utilised by the Rajas in their campaigns. 
The Padyars had shown great valour in 
defending Kishtawar against foreign in- 
vasions. I t  was Narayan Padyar and his 
soldiers who had defeated Mirza Haider 
Kashgari in 1547 A.D. I t  was this very 
clan which had fought against the 

Mughals also. As such, this clan had 
attained the first position in the hierar- 
chy of courtiers. The other classes con- 
sisted of Khwaja, Rathor, Shan, Chan- 
dail, Butyal, Ghanai and Gousani. Due 
to their valuable services to the state, 
the Padyars had obtained jagirs, high 
posts and other privileges. In fact, they 
were the king-makers and their advice 
was greatly respected by the Rajas of 
Kishtawar. 

With the advent of Islam in Kishtawar, 
a new element entered in the society, 
which up  to that time was predominently 
a I-lindu society. When the Chaks entered 
into a matrimonial alliance with the 
Rajas of Kishtawar, their example was 
followed by many. Later when the 
Mughals got prominence in Kishtawar, 
such mixed marriages between of 
Hindus and Muslims became a fashion. 
The Kashmiri troops as well as the 
Mughal soldiers, who were posted in 
Kishtawar, married among the Hindu 
families. Secondly, a new class of nobles 
consisting of Muslims from Kashmir and 
Delhi penetrated into the hegemony of 
the Kishtawari nobility. Such a situation 
created many fears among the old class, 
who saw the elimination of their 
privileges in near future. Naturally, it 
created a wave of resentment among the 
Padyars. 

THE MASSACRE OF KlRAT SlNGH 

In the begining the conspirators 
included the clan of Padyars and the 
kith and kin of the Raja. Later on, other 
disgrunted elements also joined them. 
Among the chief conspirators mention 
may be made of Krishna Padyar, who 



was a wazir in the court and his 
companions, Lala Padyar, Balram Padyar 
and Jaghu Shan. The Raja used to hold 
open Darbar in various places and the 
conspirators thought of a stratagem to 
massacre the Raja and his courtiers. In 
an open Darbar at Gulab Bagh, the 
conspirators presented themselves before 
Kirat Singh with some petitions. Krishna 
Padyar drew a daggar out of his sleeve 
and plunged it into the chest of Kirat 
Singh. Soon after, his companions and 
other conspirators unsheathed their 
swords and fell upon the courtiers. The 
Raja died instantly and his death created 
a confusion among his officers, who were 
either killed or ran away from the scence. 

the Subehdar of Kashmir was ordered 
by the Mughal emperor to deal with the 
rebels. Inyatullah, the son of Abul Qua- 
sim accoumpanied the Kashmiri army 
which was sent to punish the rebels. 
Krishna Padhyar and his other compan- 
ions were searched out and killed one 
by one. After some time, calm prevailed 
in the country and law and order was 
restored. The Kashmiri army which had 
succeeded in punishing the rebels placed 
Amolak Saadatmand Khan, the eldest 
son of the deceased Raja on the throne 
of Kishtawar. 

AMOLAK SlNGH SAADATMAND 
KHAN 

Having killed nearly 35 courtiers, officers After his succession, Amolak Singh 
and advisors of the Raja, the conspirators Khan had to the ca- 
dispersed themselves into their villages. lamity of economic disorder in his d* 
The killed included both Hindus and minion. There was scarcity of fmd in 

Muslims which shows t h a t  Kishtawar and he had to feed the people. 
cOns~irators had aims besides Then there was the problem of all t h e  
killing the Raja. It appears that the Hindu courtiers and officers who had been 
population was jnstigated a ~ i n s t  the killed by the counspirators. f i e  Raja d w  
outsiders, who were moslty Kashmiri tributed much money among the pmr 

Second l~ l  this agriculturists and artisans and provided 
meant that a section of the Hindus did much relief to them He made in 
not like the religious policies of the Raja. favour of all widows whose husbands 
But lhere were among had been killed by the conspirators. The 
the Hindus who were On the side of the descendants of his courtiers, officers and 
Raja. However, the whole of Kishtawar adviMn were given jobs and He 
fell into confusion and disorder. reorganised his soldiers and posted them 

After his murder, the Raja and his 
other courtiers who had fallen in Gulab 
Bagh were treated as martyrs and bur- 
ried in a graveyard still known as 
Shahid-mazar or the graveyard of mar- 
tyrs. Till latley the people would revere 
even the earth of this graveyard and use 
i t  as a talisman in ailments. When this 
news reached the Mughal court at Delhi, 

on the borders of his kingdom. He also 
took measures to see that all conspira- 
tors had been punished. Orders were 
issued for banning intoxicants in the 
region. He took measures to ensure 
safety of travel in the region. At the same 
time, the Raja gave impetus to agricul- 
ture and introduced some reforms in 
revenue collection. The Raja introduced 



some innovation in his administration 
so as to achieve speedy justice to his 
subjects. He appointed Thanadars to look 
after law and order situation in various 
regions of his kingdom. Among the 
Thanadars mention be made of lnayat 
Ullah Khan and Aziz Ullah Khan who 
brought peace in the realm. Robbers were 
nabbed by the village watchmen and 
all centres of gambling were stopped in 
Kishtawar. The Raja took measures to 
bring about moral uplift of the people. 
Gambling and drinking was stopped 
through-out the length and breadth of 
the realm. 

REVOLT IN KASHMIR 

I t  was Akbar who extended the 
Mughal empire in India by annexing 
Kashmir through deceit. However, the 
Kaslimiris could not forget that there 
was a time when t11e Sultans of Kashmir 
could rub their s l ~ o ~ ~ l d e r s  with the 
Mughal rulers of India. After his exit 
from Kashmir, Yaqub Shah had made 
Kishtawar, a base for his future opera- 
tions against the Mughals. Despite the 
help he received from the people of Kish- 
tawar, he could not reign his kingdom, 
and died in anguish. His dowager queen, 
Shankar Devi built an irrigation canal 
in memory of Yaqub Shah. Since then, 
Kishtawar always indulged in various 
activities in Kashmir to creat problems 
for the Mughals. However, the Mughals 
subjugated the Raja of Kashtawar, who 
accepted the suzerninity of Shah Jahan. 
The contact between Kashmir and Kish- 
tawar continued as before. 

The Mugha1 Subehdars deputed to 
Kashmir from Delhi let lose a reign of 
terror on the Kashmiris. Besides heavy 

taxation they imposed other rasltms on 
them and looted their properties. The 
Mughal soldiers inflicted many miser- 
ies on the people who lay flat on the 
ground completely crushed and 
demoralised. The Mughals would de- 
pute cruel and just Subehdars at inter- 
vals, so to crush as well as sustain Ka- 
shmiris for further exploitation. Aghar 
Khan who became the Subehdar of Ka- 
shmir in 1727 looted rich and poor alike 
with the result that the people rebelled 
against him. They even drove him out 
to Bramulla but could not face the 
Mughal imperialism. During the period 
of Ahtaram Khan and Abu Barkat Khan 
the Kasl~miris died in famines. In rage 
they attacked the grain stores and set 
them on fire. Haibat Khan, the ruler of 
Muzaffarabad led an attack on Kashmir 
from the north. Mir Jaffar Kanth joined 
hands with the rebels and set shubrubs 
of the capital city of Srinagar to fire. 
Nearby 20 thousand houses got burnt 
down in this revolt. 

KISTAWAR INVADES KASHMIR 

I t  was not possible for the Raja of 
Kish tawar to remain indifferent about 
the turmoil in Kashmir. According to 
the Kashmiri historians, the Kishtawari 
soldiers found the people of Kashmir 
bleeding will1 wounds and in a niiser- 
able condition. This leacl them to change 
their mind and inslead of helping the 
Subehdar of Kashmir, they joined the 
camp of Babarullah Beg, who had raised 
the banner of rebellion against Abu 
Barakat Khan. In 1745, the people from 
the hill regions and Poonch also came 
down on the people of Kashmir. In this 
chaos and confusion, the Kishtawaris 
joined hands with the n~ercenaries from 



Poonch and started looking and kill~ng 
the Kaslimiris in villages and towns. Our  
cllronicler gives a different vcrsion of 
this incident which is full of cletails. 
According to hinl, the Raja Iiclci a coun- 
cil on the events which lead to the mas- 
sacre of his father. He came to the con- 
clusion that religion formecl the cause 
of rebellion by the Padyar clan. He re- 
called that tlie set of instructrions for- 
mulatecl in the reign of Kirat Sing11 I~acl 
becn torgotten. Accordingly, he an- 
nounccd that hence-forth, no  compul- 
sion will be tolcratred in the case con- 
versions and previous usages and ritu- 
als will conlinue. Aftcr convincing tllc 
nlasses he made them to swear Lo re- 
niain faithful to them. I11 the mean while, 
the brothers of Kirat Singh, who wcrc 
living in Kashmir, invaded Kishtaivar. 
Some of the Padyars who livccl betwccn 
Chhatroo and Cl~ingam were made cap- 
tives by tlie Kashmiri soldiers and clcs- 
patched to Shahabad Doru. This enraged 
Amolak Singh, who  collected a large 
force wllic11 consisted of young and old 
ancl invadecl the Valley of Kashmir. He 
not only defeated the invading Kashmiri 
army but occupiecl tlie region of Sha- 
habad Doru and Islamabad. I-lis victory 
is recorded in local history. The Kashmiri 
soldiers I ~ a v e  suffered a defeat sent their 
eniassary, Pandit Rughunatl~a B11an to 
settle the terms of pcace. Alter discus- 
sion it was decided Banihal, Maru Ward- 
wan and the villages on this sicle of the 
Pir I'anclial Range would constiluc. lhe 
natural boundary, as in the past, between 
Kislitaiuar and Kashn~ir.  Both the sides 
agreed to exchange khilat and presents 
and live as friends in future. After the 
truce, 11aja Amolak Sing11 asked his posts 
to vacate Sliahabad and Islaniabacl. 

D E A T H  01: DALEEL SlNGH 

Amolak Singh had four sons, namely 
Mel~ar Singh, Sujan Sing11 froni one rrini 
and Chuman Singh and Daleel Singh 
froni the second rurri. As Amolak Singh 
lived long, all his sons becamc major 
and were married. Dalcel Sing11 was 
married with the daughter of the Raja 
of the Bhutta-land. After sonie time, 
Daleel Singh was n~urclered by the Bhut- 
tas due  to mistake. This tragedy caused 
niuch sorrow in the heart of [he Raja, 
who left taking interest in the affairs of 
his state. t le  entrusted tlie adniinistra- 
tion of his realni in the 11'1nds of Mehar 
Sing11 and Sujan Singh and himself lived 
as a mendicant. t l e  was about one 
Ilundrcd years old at that time. 

RISE 01: RAJA RANJIT DEV 

About 1760, when the M ~ ~ g h a l  em- 
pire was attacked from the North by 
the Afglians and the Sikhs and from the 
South by the Marathas and the Jatas, 
the smaller Dugar principalities on 
Western side of the Ravi had become 
subject eillier to Raja Ranjit Dev of 
Jammu or  to Raja Kirpal Dev of Jasrota. 
Both the Rajas were rivals ancl aimed at 
subjugation of the remaining nine prin- 
cipalities in tlie Dogratli. Raja Ranjit Dev 
was not only ambitious but was skillful 
ancl clever. In order to eliminate his ri- 
val from the scene, he played a success- 
ful trick. t l e  sent his agents to a11 the 
petty Rajas and invited tl~eiii for con- 
sultalions against irupending invasion 
either from the Sikhas or  from the 
Mughals or the Afghans. He urged Raja 
Kirpal Dev to come to Jammu so  that 
[hey might consult together as to their 
mutual interest. When the Raja reached 



Jammu, he was imprisioned and his 
dominion was annexed. Raja Ranjit Dev 
succeeded in establishing his authority 
over the entire country from Jasrota to 
Kuluwai on the Chenab by killing or 
eliminating all his rival Rajas. But still 
some powerful states like Basaoli, Bad- 
rawar, Bhimbar, Rajori and Kishtawar 
surrounded his dominion. I t  was not 
possible for him to advance towards the 
east because in that case he had to con- 
front the principalities of the Trigarata, 
which were very powerful. Hence, he 
concentrated on Basaoli, Badrawar and 
Kishtawar. He gave his daughter in 
marriage with the Raja of Basaoli. He 
also entered into a matrimonial alliance 
with the Raja of Chamba, whose daugh- 
ter he got married with his son, Brijraj 
Dev. Now, he had to deal with Badra- 
war and Kishtawar. He instigated his 
son-in-law, Raja Amrit Paul of Basaoli 
to invade Badrawar and bring i t  under 
his way. At the same time, he waited 
for an opportunity in interfere into the 
affairs of Kishtawar. Luckily, he got 
this opportunity after the death of Raja 
Amolak Singh. 

MEHAR SINGH SAIDATMUND 
KHAN 

Mehar Singh Saidatmund Khan had 
assumed the rule of his state during the 
life time of his father, when the later 
had turned a mendicant. While making 
him the Raja, the old ruler had made 
his brother Sujan Singh as wnzir of the 
state, and his another brother, Chuman 
Singh as commander of the army. The 
death of the old Raja gave chance to 
Mehar Singh Saidatmund Khan to as- 
sume full powers and exert his position 
as the rightful Raja of Kishtawar. Both 

Sujan Singh and Chuman Singh were 
relegated to background, which caused 
resentment in their heart. Their enemity 
against the Raja knew no bounds and 
they conspired to kill him. Having failed 
in their mission both fled away to the 
neighbouring states for hatching con- 
spiracies against Kishtawar. Sujan Singh 
reached the court of Ranjit Dev, the pow- 
erful ruler of Jammu. 

Mehar Singh Saidatmund Khan 
became uneasy at the attitude of his 
brothers. He became peevish and fell 
ill due to magalomania. His rani, Vilas 
Maji nursed him day and night and the 
courtiers felt that he had become hen- 
pecked. At the same time, the Raja of 
Basaoli, who had extended his sway ober 
Badarwar, invaged Kishtawar, and 
occupied it. The Raj passed away un- 
wept and un-sung. The soliders from 
Basaoli, which numbered twelve 
thousand, brought havoc to Kishtawar. 
They set fire to many houses and 
engaged themselves in loot and arson. 
They even rampaged the Hindu temple 
of Sri Nilakantha. 

THE RISE OF THE SIKHS 

Up to 1748, the Sikhs consisted of 
about 65 roving bands but after that at 
the instance of Nawab Kapur Singh, 
these roving bands of the Punjab amal- 
gamated into a Dal Khalsa consisting of 
12 misls or divisions. Each misl contested 
to annex the neighbouring territories and 
for this purpose conducted raids of the 
hill states. By 1770, Raja Jussa Singh, of 
the Ramgarhia misl became so power- 
ful that the Rajas of Kangra, Nurpur and 
Chamba became his tributories. His 
dominion included almost the whole of 



the hilly country between the Ravi and 
the Beas and the whole of Jalandhar 
plain. Raja Ranjit Dev who was power- 
ful Raja of Jammu also wanted to ex- 
tend his sway on the hill stales and his 
immediate target was Chamba. In fact, 
he had forced the Raja of Chamba to 
give his daughter in marriage to his son. 
But even this stratagem could not help 
Raja Ranjeet Dev of Jammu, because of 
the protection offered by Raja Jussa Singh 
to Chamba. As such, skirmishs contin- 
ued between the Sikh and the Dogras 
of Jammu for some time, until1 Ranjit 
Singh consolidated the Sikhs and estab- 
lished his kingdom in the Punjab. 

During this very priod, a roving band 
of the Sikh invaded the territory of Raja 
Ranjit Dev of Jammu, who collected his 
soliders to face the enemy. Raja Sujan 
Singh of Chamba, who at that time was 
a courtier in his court also went to the 
battlefield to fight against the Sikh. In 
the battle which ensued between the two 
parties, Raja Sujan Singh showed great 
valour in saving, Brijraj Singh, the hero 
apparent of Jammu, from the clutches 
of the Sikh. The Raja of Jammu felt much 
obliged to Sujan Singh and allowed him 
to proceed to Kishtawar, where his elder 
brother, Raja Mehar Singh Saidatmund 
Khan had passed away due to illness. 
Before allowing him to proceed to Kish- 
tawar, he had to keep his son. Inayatul- 
lah Singh as a royal hostage in the court 
of Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu. 

MOHAMMED SUJAN SINGH 

At the ouset of his reign, Raja Mo- 
hammed Sujan Singh took effective steps 
to win over the masses. He gave them a 
just administration and tried his best to 

s d v e  their economic problems. In or- 
der to help farmers he reduced the land 
revenue. The Raja, often distributed food 
grains among the draught-striken areas. 
Even though, his treasury had been 
looted by the invaders, he distributed 
all available wealth among the poor. For 
the sake of his subjects, the Raja issued 
the following proclamation: 

a) None shall usurp the property of 
his brother, nor the property of a 
deceased brother's wife. 

b) None should marry those women, 
which are prohibited to him un- 
der personal law. 

C) Any one who capable of maintain- 
ing more than one wife, can d o  
so up  to the limit of four wives, 
provided he gives them just and 
equitable treatment. 

By issuing the above proclamation, 
the Raja wanted to bring about moral 
upliftment of the people, who had de- 
generated into degredation. As an en- 
lightened ruler, lie aimed at introuduc- 
ing social reforms. He made specific 
endowments for orphans and widows. 

In order to safeguard his state from 
invaders, he reorganised his army. The 
Raja would conduct regular tours in 
every part of his dominion. In order to 
have secure frontiers on the Kashmir 
side, he annexed the region of Banihal. 
For this purpose, he invaded the region 
and won after killing its ruler, Karam 
Baksh. 

Raja Mohammed Sujan Singh was a 
scholar and knew Persian, Arabic, Hindi 



and Urdu. He could compose verses in 
Persian and join discussions on philoso- 
phy, ethics and religion in his court. The 
Raja passed away at Kundi during his 
tour of Doda ancl was buried there. His 
rule extended to about ten years. 

INTRUSION 

The sudden death of the Raja during 
his tour and away from the capital town, 
plunged Kishtawar in turmoil and con- 
fusion. The heir apparent, Inayatullal~ 
Sing11 was at Jammu at t h ~ t  time. Raja 
Ranjit Dev, the ruler of J a ~ l ~ m u  had kept 
him in his court as a royal hoslage. He 
was bound to release and depute him 
to Kishtawar but he did not d o  so be- 
cause of ulterior motives. According to 
the Ahwal-i-Rajahai-Kisl~tawar: 

"Raja Ranjit Dev did not allow Raja 
Inayatullal~ Singh to proceed to Kis11- 
tawar at the time of the death of Raja 
Sujan Singh. He did i t  because of ul- 
terior motives. Not only, stopping the 
heir apparent to go to his state, Raja 
Ranjit Dev also despatched his forces 
to occupy Kishtawar. He also granted 
favours in the shape of jagir, worth 
12 thousand to the enemies of Raja 
Inayatullah Singh." 

After the death of Raja Mohammed 
Sujan Singh, his courtiers got divided 
into two groups; one favouring Inayat- 
ullah Singh and the other against him. 
Under such circumstances, the dowager 
rani, Vilas Moji thought of a stratagem. 
She placed her own nominee, Prithvi 
Singh, who was a son of the late Raja 
by a concubine, on the throne. In doing 
so her main a i n ~  was to keep some body 
on the throne of Kislltawar and thus 

shelve the designs of Raja Ranjit Dev. 
But this action of the r w i ,  was opposed 
by the cousins of the late Raja, who ad- 
vanced their own claims to the throne. 

Hardly six months had elapsed, when 
Ajit Singh, a cousin brother of the Raja 
succeeded in murdering Raja Prithvi 
Singh. It so happened that the Raja in 
company of his courtiers had gone to 
Bhandar Koot for Shikar. While the Rajn 
was crossing a bridge on the Chenab, 
Ajit Singh approached him from the back 
pused him down the bridge in the river. 
So Raja Prithvi Singh lost his life and 
Ajit Singh returned to the capital, 
declaring himself as  the Raja of 
Kishtawar. 

Raja Ranjit Dev of Jammu had im- 
prisoned the heir apparent of Kishta- 
war, Inayatullah Sing11 in the Bahu fort. 
He was in constant touch wit11 his spics 
in Kishtawar and was watching the situ- 
ation there. Having col~sidered all is- 
sues, he acted in a swift way and sent 
his army to invade Kishtawar. It was a 
most opportune time for an invader be- 
cause confusion and discord had en- 
gulphed Kishtawar. His nominee La1 
Dev, found i t  very easy to usurp the 
throne from another usurper. Ajit Singh, 
who had set on the throne after mur- 
dering Raja Prithvi Singh, was defeated 
by the Jammu army and La1 Dev be- 
canle the Raja of Kishtawar. It is imag- 
inable as to how much satisfied would 
have been Raja Ranjit Dev on his suc- 
cess. But certain other events followed 
which resulted in bringing Inayatullah 
Sing11 into lime light ancl these slarted 
with the cleat11 of Rajn Ranjit Dev of 
Jamnlu. 



INAYATULLAH Sl NGH court of Raja lnayatullah Singh to take 

The death of Raja Ranjil Dcv of Jammu 
in 1782 provided an opportunity to the 
supporters of Inayatullah Sing11 for ac- 
tion. At that moment, the royal Iiostage 
had bee11 kept in the Bahu fort. The eld- 
ers of Kanthi met in secret and devised 
ways and means of securing release of 
Inayatullah Singh. Some of them reached 
Jammu in disguise and entered the fort. 
They succeeded in setting him free in 
the dead of night had haslened to Kish- 
tawar along with the heir 'apparent. With 
the spread of this unexpected, news, the 
people of Kishtawar rushed to welcome 
Inayatullah Singh, who was accalaimed 
as ;he rightful Raja. On the other hand, 
La1 feft nervous and asked for help from 
Jammu. When a few thousand soldiers 
arrived from Jammu, he made plans for 
an attack on Inayatullah Singh. His aim 
was to arrest him and for this purpose 
he proceeded towards Kanthi. In the 
mean while, the masses had flocked 
around Raja Inayatullah Singh and he 
was fully prepared to face the usurper. 
Both the forces met in the battleground 
and fought a fierce battle. In the end, 
Raja Inayatullal~ Singh won and the 
Jammu suffered a crushing defeat. Lal 
Dev fled away leaving his soldiers to 
the mercy of the Kishtawaris, who killed 
them. These who remained alive sought 
mercy which was granted. A pyjama was 
hung on a pole and the soldiers from 
Jammu were asked to proceed under this 
banner, without pyjamas. This was done 
to make them feel ashamed. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

After the defeat of Lal Dev, deputa- 
tions from various regions came to the 

an oath of allegiance. The elders from 
Banihal, Pogal and Piristhan came to 
offer their homage to the Raja and prom- 
ised to remain loyal. From Kanthi, he 
proceeded to Doda and all came out to 
declare their allegiance to him. From that 
place he proceeded to Mahala ancl from 
that place to Barshala.All expressed their 
loyalty and related the stories of suffer- 
ing at the hands of previous usurpers. 
He ordered construction of bridge over 
the river Chenab at Barshala. After ob- 
taining homage from the people of 
Sarthal, he returned to the capital town 
of Kishtawar. 

INVASION OF PADER AND 
BHADRAWAR 

Having felt convinced that the people 
of Kishtawar had suffered economically, 
he thought of compensating them in one 
way or the other. He felt that the best 
way was to loot the neighbouring re- 
gions. Lal Dev had devastated Kishta- 
war in one way or the other. The vil- 
lagers had left their fields and the live- 
stock had diminished. In Kishtawar, 
there were no buffalo for ploughing 
purposes. It took him one year to or- 
ganised his army for an attack on Padar. 
His soldicrs looted the region and col- 
lected all livestock ior distribution 
among the agriculturists of Kishtawar. 
The people of Padar ran away into for- 
ests to save themsevles from destruc- 
tion. After this success, his army invaded 
Badrawar and indulged in loot and plun- 
der. All wealth which was obtained from 
Bndrawar was distributed by the Raja 
nmoilg his subjects. In this, he compen- 
sated the loss of Kishtawar. 



KASHMIR UNDER THE AFGHANS 

In 1753 A.D. a deputation of the Ka- 
shmiris headed by Muqcem Kanth and 
Zahir Dedamari reached Lahore. They 
had come to invite the Afghan rule over 
Kashmir and for this purpose met Ah- 
mad Shah Durrani. Accordingly, Abdul- 
lah Khan invaded Kashmir with a force 
consisting of fifteen thousand Afghan 
soldiers. In this way Kashmir became a 
colony of the Kabul kingdom who de- 
puted Afghan Subehdars, from time to 
time, to rule over the Knshmiris. These 
Subehdars let loose a regin of terror on 
people who were looted irrespective of 
their economic strenglh. The destruction 
of Kashmir is attributed to the Afghans 
and the havoc brought by them is re- 
membered with anguish even up  to the 
present times. 

during which time he engaged himself 
in supressing the revolts of the hilly re- 
gions of Poonch, Rajori and Muzaffara- 
bad. As such, the story of an invasion 
by him on Kishtawar is a myth. 

Inayatullah Sing11 had his friends in 
the court of the Subehdar of Kashmir. 
Two of them, namely, Rasool Malik and 
Bahadur Malik of Shahabad, informed 
the Raja about the hot-headedness of 
Azad Khan. They advised him to come 
to Srinagar for payment of nnzrana and 
annual tribute. The Raja agreed to their 
advice and presented himself before 
the Subehdar of Kashmir along with 
presents. The Subehdar felt pleased to 
see Inayatullah Singh, who spoke flu- 
ently in Persian and impressed him. 
Inayatullah Singh was granted a Khilat 
and asked to keep his vakil at Srinagar. 

Azad Khan became the Subehdar of 
Kashmir in the year 1783 and remained MURDER OF INAYATULLAH 

at the helm of affairs for a short period SINGH 

of two years. He was a cruel tyrant who 
took pleasure in beheading one or two 
persons every day. While the Kashnliri 
historians have mentioned his invasion 
of Kishtawar, none of the Kishtawari 
sources make mention of such an event. 
Hassan describes this invasion in two 
lines: 

"Azad Khan undertook all expe- 
dition for the conquest of Kishtawar, 
imprisoned the Raja after fierce en- 
gagement and brought him to 
Srinagar. After showering many fa- 
vours and khilat on the Raja, he al- 
lowed him to go to Kishtawar." 

Inayatullah Singh was a poet and a 
lover of beauty. He could compose verses 
in Persian, Urdu and Hindi. One of his 
courtiers, Noor-ud-din had a beautiful 
wife, who developed intimate relations 
with the Raja. He wrote verses in her 
praise, which became popular with the 
people. This scandal enraged Noor-ud- 
din who decided to avenge this disgrace. 
Inayatullah Singh had twenty courtiers 
who very near to him. Among them was 
his cousin, Gulab Singh, who in his heart 
of heart wanted to capture the throne. 
He had the secret support of Kasl~i 
Padyar, Ali Ghanai, Kanwal Sain and 
Bahadur Shah. Noor-ud-din became their 

Azad Khan remained as Subehdar of advisor and they entered into a conspir- 

Kashmir for a short period of two years acy to murder Inayatullah Singh. 



Having administered drugs in his 
food and drinks, they succeeded in de- 
ranging the mind of the Raja. One night, 
these conspirators took him on the bank 
of the Sarkoot reservoir. Kanwal sain 
drew his sword and struck the head of 
the Raja from behind. Then came Noor- 
ud-din who put his daggar into the belly 
of lnayatullah Singh, who cried with 
pain. Gulab Singh who looked at the 
scuffle, then drew his swird and cut his 
throat. Ali Ghanai and Kashi Padyar 
went on striking the dead Raja. A men- 
dicant, who witnessed the whole scene 
uttered a loud cry which made all the 
conspirators to ran away into hiding. 
Soon the news reached palace and all 
inmates ran away for protection. At this 
critical occasion, the dowager queen 
Anwar Devi took an important decision. 
In order to save the life of heir appar- 
ent, who only two years old, she de- 
puted him to a safer place in the city. 

She feared that the conspirators would 
not spare him. This child, whose name 
was Mohammed Teg Singh remained 
concealed in the house of a priest for 
forty days. The next day, the murdered 
Raja was buried in the martyrs grave- 
yard by his followers. Every one felt 
shocked and mourned the tragic end of 
their beloved Raja. 

FORTY DAYS 

money so as  to win followers but there 
was little left in the treasury. The p r e  
vious Raja had distributed all among 
his subjects. However, soldiers and 
people loyal to the old Raja absorbed 
themselves in making plans to end the 
rule of Gulab Singh. On chelunl, is a death 
ceremony observed on the fortieth day, 
people from all parts of Kishtawar as- 
sembled at the grave of lnayatullah 
Singh. After the ceremony, they came 
towards the Raja's palace. In the mean- 
while, Bahadur Shah came to know about 
the intention of the people and hid him- 
self in the shrine of Hazrat Shah Asrar- 
ud-din.A villager from Nagsain, who 
had a sickle in his hand came running 
afh>r him and thrust i t  into the belly of 
Bal~adur Shnh. 

Some of the loyal soldiers of the late 
Raja caught hold of Kanwal Sain and 
Ali Ghanai and killed them. Gulab Singh 
saw people approaching his palace told 
them to disperse but they said that they 
had come to pay respects to him. A sol- 
dier loyal to the old Raja fired at Gulab 
Sing11 but it missed him and instead 
killed his gaurd. Gulab Singh ran away 
to protect himself but the mass of people 
broke away the gate of the palace and 
started killing each and every one who 
came before them. Gulab Singh who had 
concealed himself in an underground 
cell was dragged out and killed along 
with his twenty followers. Thus came 

"lab Singh and his 'ourtiers had to end the rule of the usurper which an 
acted swiftly and their action had not had lasted for forty days. 
only shocked the people but paralysed 
them. The conspirators took adventage QUEEN ANWAR DEVI 
of the situation and declared Gulab Singh 
as the new Raja. All the chief conpira- At the time of the murder of his fa- 
tors became wazirs and were granted ther, Mohammed Teg Singh was a mi- 
jagirs. Gulab Singh wanted to distribute nor. I t  was a critical situation because 



some members of the Raja's family could CONSPIRACY 
take undue adventage of the circum- of the courtiers joined together 
stances. Kishtawar was sur rou~~ded  by with the aim to remove the regency coun- 
external as well as, internal enemies. Raja cil and all  privileges for them- 
Culab Singh of Jammu was waiting for selves. They approached Anwar Singh 

oPPortul 'it~ for col'qL1est al,d Ratan Sing],, the sons of Culab Sin@ 
of Kishtawar. At thc time of the mur- and offered tlIe throne of Kisl,tawar to 
der Of i l 'a~atullal '  the dowager then,. Botlr the prillces wanted to avenge 
queen Anwar Devi taken a wise the murder of their father who had ruled 
decisiol' protect the 'pparent over the region for hardly forty days. A 

to the h"'1se Of a priest. 'iepLltation of the courtiers from Kisl1- 
Culab Singh, the usurper had tried his tawar capital of Kashmir 
best to know the of and inciled the subebdar against the 
han~med Teg Sing11 but had failed. Now, regency coLlncil. The collspirators gave 
the masses had arisen and killed Culab false reports about Kisl,tawar and in- 
Singh. At this critical juncture in the his- formed SLlbel,dar that Pandit Nand 
torY of Kisl'tawarl Devi played along wit11 his otller coreligionists 
her role with slriking sagacity. While wanted to bring back the Hindu rule in 
declaring the accession of Mohammed region Without real 
Teg Sing11 to the throne, she nominated facts, the SubelIdar of Kashmir provided 
a 

Of regency to govern the 'late soldiers to the conspirators under the 
in the name of the infant Raja. Thus the comnIalId of KhLlda Doost. Anwar Singh 
vacuum created by the sudden n~urder  and Rattan Sillgh became jubilant and- 
of the old Raja was filled up. She proved proceeded for conquest. 
her administrative capabil~ty by head- 
ing the regency for twelve years. She When Pandit Nand Ram heard about 
appointed Pandit Nand Ram as wnzir. the invasion he did not feel perturbed. 
This man was not only faithful and loyal He had no strength to face the conspira- 
to the infant Raja but was a shrew dip- tors who had obtained help from Ka- 
lomat and able administrator. shmir. When the invading forces reached 

Chatroo, he played a strategam. He 
Pandit Nand Ram organised COlleC- asked the royal family and his advisors 

tion of revenue for the treasury. He knew to cllange dress and accompany him in 
that tlicrc were still many consyiralors disguise alollg with the infant king. The 
wlio were eager to sliatch away the whole party, after crossing the river 
throne from the infant n i~narch.  AS such, Cllenab reached badrawah and sought 
he appointed Bakshi Clieta Ran1 as chief shelter from its Raja. 
of tlie secret service so as to obtain news 
about the schemes of the enemies. He The invading army passed through 
also entrused the difficult job of inter- Kishtawar bringing havoc and devasta- 
nal security in [he h;l;.Js c,f Bakshi Koul tion to all. The 'Kashmiri soldiers in- 
Ram. All the three took an oath to save dulged in loot, arson and rape. under 
the infant n ~ o ~ ~ a r c h  at all costs. such awful condition, the villagers fled 



away towards forests leaving their heart11 
and homes unprotectccl. When the in- 
vaders reached the capital city of Kash- 
tawar, nearly half its p o p ~ ~ l a c e  had run 
away. Both the conspiring princes. 
Anwar Singll and Rattan Singh divided 
the kingdom into two provinces, wiih 
Doda and Kishtawar as its capitals. 
While Rattan Sing11 declared himself the 
ruler of Kishlawar, Anwar Sing11 sat on 
a throne at Doda. 

MOHAMMED TEG SlNGH SAIF 
ULLAH KHAN: (1798-1820) 

Mohammed Teg Singh Saif Ullah 
Khan was two years old when his fa- 
ther was murdered by Culab Singl~. 
I'rom 1784 the Dowager queen Anwar 
Devi ruled over Kislltawar, in [he name 
of infant king, for a period of t~velve 
years. A conspiracy hatched by Rattan 
Singh and Anwar Sing11 resulted in tlie 
flight of the infant Raja to Radrawah 
along with with his loyal wuzir, Pandit 
Nand Ram and the dowager queen. The 
Raja of Badrawah agreed to provide him 
with material help a11d soldiers. Palidit 
Nand Ram ecluipped himself wit11 a big 
force ancl entered Doda among with 
Moliamn~ed Teg Sing11 Snit Ullah Khan. 
H t v r i n ~  news about the arrival of their 
r~.,il ruler, the people of Doda welcomed 
him. Anwar Singl~, the usurper fled away 
like a coward from Doda and reached 
Kishtawar with much difficulty. Tlius 
Mohammed Teg Sing11 Saif Ullah Khan 
succeeded in recapturing half of his 
ancestral kingdom. 

Pallclit Nand Ran? was a clever strnte- 
gist ancl had to plan for the final on 
slaught. First, he obtained the allegiance 

for the Raja froin the elders of Uanihal, 
Daii~g Balal, Pcristan, Poc>gal and Kan- 
thi. %condly, he obtained mercenaries 

'ions. for the Raja from the conquered reb' 
Now, I'andit Nand Ram carried out his 
wonderful stratagem. At this direction, 
a letter was drafted on behalf of the Raja 
inviling Anwar Singh and Rattan Singh 
to Doda for settlement of the issue per- 
taining to the throne of Kishtawar. The 
eniissaries assured both the brothers that 
the whole state would be divided be- 
tween them and Mohammed Teg Singh 
Saif Ullah Khan. Hearing this both the 
brothers reached Doda and met the Raja 
who received them with all honours. A 
big feast was arranged for thcm and both 
the usurpcrs were served with intoxica- 
t i o n ~ .  When the party lost self control, 
they were disarmed. After this both 111e 
usurpers ancl their partners were mur- 
dered. Thus Mol~ammed Teg Sing11 S.~if 
Ullah Khan avenged the murder of his 
father. After having killed the enemies, 
tlie Raja proceeded towards the capital 
town of Kislitawar. His encourage was 
welcomed by the people on his way to 
his ancestral throne. When lie reached 
Kashtawar, the people rejoiced. After 
some time, tlie Raja showered much 
wealth 011 his loyal supporters. 

INVASION 

The Raja had Iiardly behaved a Sigh 
of relief, when he was forced to face an 
invasion from Kashmir. Strange enough, 
a contingent of Afghan soldiers crossed 
the borders of Kisl~tawar from the north. 
These soldiers looted the villagers on 
their forward journey. Mohammcd Teg 
Singh Saif Ullah Khan hid himself in 
Peristan. When t11c invaders reached the 



banks of a river, they could not fil-~d waiting to the Raja. The army was or- 
their way towards Kishtawar. Rather ganised on sound lines. The soldiers 
they were deceived by Santoo and his were paid in cash. At the time of emer- 
compatriots. Thus after leading them gency every house hold in Kishtawar 
astray, the invaders were killed and provided one armed soldier to the state. 
drowned in the river. When the situ- 
ation became clear, the Raja reached his MILITARY EXPEDITIONS 
capital. In order to bring all regions of the 

ADMINISTRATION 
state under effective control, the Raja 
had to take military expeditions in 

Raja Mohammed Teg Singh was a Banihal, Maru and ~ o d a .  'While peace 
good administrator who took various prevailed in Kishtawar, conflict was ram- 
measures to make Kishtawar a strong pant in Badrawar. Raja Raj Singh of 
state. During his in fancy and childhood, Chamba was eager and an- 
the State was fortunate in having an able nex Badrawar. For this purpose, he had 
wazir in the person of pandit ~~~d invaded this state in 1783 and obtained 
who by his diplomacy saved the throne allegiance of Fateh Paul. Later, he took 
of Kishtawar for the Raja. When he took another action by calling Fatch Paul to 
over as ruler, he was fortunate to have Chamba and placing him under house 
able wnrirr in the person of Lakhpat Rai a"est. A c c O r d i n g l ~ ~  became 
Padyar, Khwaja Ghulla Bhoncl~a, Balli the Raja Badrawar place his fa- 

and others. entrusted the civil ther in about 1790 A.D. Soon after, his 

and revenue administration of his state uncle Bhup Chand entered into a con- 

to Lakhpat Rai Padyar, who was granted spiracy with Raja Singh Chan7ba 
a iagir in Dool. For military administra- to dethrone the new ruler. Feeling him- 

tion, he utilised the services of Khwaja self as helpless, Daya Paul fled to Kish- 

Ghulla Bhoncha, who was given a jagir. tawar and placed himself under the 

Balli Ram looked after the home affairs protection of Raja Mohammed Teg Singh. 

while Dehna Shan served as kotwal. The exiled Raja was granted a jagir with 

Bakshi Nand Ram served as the account- an annual income of 12,000 rupees and 

ant and Bakshi Cheta Ram was placed he remained as such for a few years. In 

incharge of official work. Premo Shan order to regian the throne of Badrawar 

looked after hourses and animal hus- for its rightful Raja, a military expedi- 

bandry. Among the advisors, mention tion was organised by Kishtawar. Mirza 

may be made of Ramo Badyar and Ut- Shah and Lakhpat Rai Padyar were en- 

tam Badyar, who looked after revenue trusted with this compaign against Bhup 

collection. The Raja had kept Hafizul- Chand of Badrawar. This army marched 

lah as his vakil in the court of the 
into Badrawar and set fire to the fort. 

Subehdar of Kashmir, while Baha-ud- 
The people fled away into the forests to 

din served as qazi in Kishtawar. While 
save themselves. Thus, having succeeded 

Mehta Amro served as office superin- 
in driving out the Chamba nominee, the 

tendent, Azizullah was a courtier-in- 
Kashtwari forces placed Daya Paul on 
his ancestral throne. In this regard, Raja 



Mohammed Teg Singh exhibited both in subsequent pages. 
valour and chivalry. 

SHUJAH-UL-MULUK IN 
RISE OF THE SIKHS KISHTAWAR 

The closing decade of the 18th cen- Timur Shah Durrani, the King of ~ f -  

tury saw the downfall of the Delhi kings ghapistan died in 1973. After his death, 
and emergence of the Sikhs in the Punjab. a war of succession started between his 
It goes to credit of Ranjit Singh to have seven sons. The central government at 
defeated and subdued the Sikh hnd- Kabul having become week, the Afghan 
lords and me~cenaries. With the CoIIq~est SUbehdars in Kashmir behaved as inde- 
of Lahore in 1799, he became the Ma- pendent rulers and inflicted untold 
haraja of the Sikh Kingdom. After this rnisiries on the people. The war of sue- 
achievement, he invaded the Cis-Sutlej cession between the som of Timur went 
states but his Progress was stoped by on up to 1804, when Shujah-ul-Muluk, 
the British, who were emerging as the the 5th son of the King became the ruler. 
greatest power after the Mughals. Hence, Soon after, he had to face rebellion af- 
the Maharaja diverled his attention t ~ -  ter rehllion of his provincial governors 
wards the hill states. In 1801, the Sikhs with the result that he lost grip of the 
advanced towards Jammu and com- situation. At that time, Atta Mohammed 

its Raja Jit  Sin@ to become a feu- Khan held the office of the Subehdar of 
datory of the Maharaja. The same fate Kashmir. His father, Mukhtar-ul- 
awaited Basohli, and Chamba. After this, Dowllah, was a provincial gover- 
the Maharaja deposed the Raja of Jammu nor under Shujah-ul-Muluk, rebelled 
and annexed it to his Kingdom. He as- against Kabul and was killed in a battle 
signed this region to his son, Kharak with the King. The death of his father 
Singh as Jagir. In 1810, Gulab Singh, at the hands of Shujah-ul-Muluk, en- 
Dhiyan Singh and Suchet Singh, com- raged Atta Mohammed Khan, who de- 
m o n ] ~  known as the Dogra brothers, clared his independence in Kashmir. 
became empolyees of the Maharaja. They During this very period, Sujah-ul-Mu- 
soon won the favours of Ranjit Singh luk suffered a defeat at the hands of 
by serving him in various ways. Gulab Aziz Khan and lost the throne of Kabul. 
Singh was utilised by the Maharaja for At that time, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was 
subding revolts against the Sikh King- tile King of Punjab. Shujah-ul-Muluk 
dom. In about 1819, Dhiyan Sin@ was took refuge in his court and sought help 
appointed as the Deodhiwala or the gate to regain his throne. 
keeper of the Maharaja. This gave him 
much influence and power because none After declaring himself as independ- 

could see the Maharaja his per- ent ruler of Kashmir, Atta Mohammed 
mission. Soon Gulab Singh had to earn Khan took various measures 
higher status and this elevation in his strengthen his position against the raids 

favour from an ordinary trooper to that from Kabul. He organised his forces On 

of a Raja is connected with the subjuga- efficient lines and collected gun-POW- 
tion of Kishtawar. This will be treated derl guns and c ~ ~ n o n s .  He 



of avenging his Cathcr's murder from 
Sujah-ill-Muluk, who had att;lcIiccI him- 
self with Maharaja Ranjit Singli. But his 
advisors told him to use Sh~lj~ili-ul-Mu- 
luk a s  a trump card againsl Kiib~ll. For 
this piirpjse, he  sent his two c~missarics 
to Shujnh-ul-Muluk and si~ccc~c~clecl in 
bringing him to Srinagnr. Atla Moliam- 
n ~ e d  Khan imprisoned Sliujall-111-Muluk 
in the Koh-i-Maran forl. In tlic mc,in 
while, Mehniocxi Shah, [lie King of AC- 
ghanistan, deputed a huge forcc uncic.r 
liis able conimander, Wazic I:,iteli Mo- 
hammed Khan for the conqwst  of Ka- 
shmir. This huge force was ,issislcd. by 
another conti~igcn t of 10,000 s~)lciic~rs scn l 
by Miiliaraja Ranji t Singli, unclc~r I)cw,i~n 
Mukhjani Cliand. The aim o i  Mclimoocl 
Shah was to arrest Atta Moli,\ni~iiccl 
Khan while the aim of Mlili~ir,ij,i IZalijil 
Singli was to capture Sliujali-111-MuIu k. 
This combincl iorce Atta hloli;\mmccl 
Khan gave a stiff fight to tlic iii\,,~cIing 
army but his forccs clcscrlc~d Iiiiii ,ind 
hc line1 to shut himself in llic. SliCr;lglirlii 
fort. At this critical juncturc, lie M'tIS 

advised to consult S l i i~ j a I~ -~~ l -Mul~ ik ,  
~vliicli hc clid gladly. Both clc.cidcc1 to 
play n ruse with Wazir Fi\lcIi Molionl- 
nicd Klia~i. They both approocliccl Ilc- 
wan Muluk Cliancl ancl assured him of 
tlieir allcginncc lo Maliar,~jn Ra~ijil Singli 
instead o f  Mclinioocl Sl~ali.  Thus, they 
succccdcd in clivicling tlic invaclcrs. 
Wazir I:aleli Mohammed KIi,i~i rt3turnccl 
to Kabul a l o ~ i ~ ,  with artil'icial gems ,incl 
ornaments presentee1 to him by Atlii 
Mohamniecl Khan. Dewan Mul ik ,~m 
Clland rcturncd to Lahore with real gems 
ancl o r n a m e n t s  pr tvxnted  by the 
Sutwliclar of Kashnjir. I3ut, lie ~ v o s  wise 
and took away Shuj.~li-ill-Muluk also 
will1 hini for presentalion bcfort\ Mn- 

Iraraja Ranjit Singh. Thus, Shujah-ul- 
Muluk again becanie a prisoner of the 
Maharaja, 

Shujah-ill-Muluk suffcrccl untolcl 
niiscrics at tllc liancls of Mal~~iraja Ranjit 
Singh. After bc.i~i!: ~>crst~cuted in onc way 
or the. other, lip li.111dcd over tlic famous 
Koh-i-Noor to the Mtlliartijci. After somc 
time, hc flickecl aw'iy irom captivity 
through tlic underground dr'iin into the 
river Ravi. Instcad ot going to Ludlii- 
ana, wliere liis family was under the 
protection o i  the British Resiclent, lie 
rc,~cliccl Si,~lkol and then Janiniu. From 
[lie place, lie rc,icht>d Bliadra\viir. But, 
lie. could no1 stay therefor (car of bcing 
arrcslcd by tlie forccs sent by tlic Raja 
o i  Chamba. When IZaja Mohnmmcd Teg 
Singli heard about the arrival of Shujah- 
ul-Muluk, Iw clcputccl his vakil lo him 
with an invilalion on behalf of tlie Raja, 
Sl i~i j~~li-uI-hluluk liacl iilrcacly licard 
,ibout tlic goocl qualities of Molinmmecl 
Tcg Siiigh. I le ,igrced ancl cnlered tlic 
borclcrs of Kishtaw,lr in 1H14 A.D. Tlic 
Raja liimscll' procccdecl to rcccive the 
royal guest. Afttlr welcoming Sliujah-ul- 
Muluk, the Rajii prescntcd tents, wool- 
clis ancl ulcnsils of gold ;ind silver to 
the fugitive ancl niacle all arrangements 
for the comfortable stay of  the guest. 

SHUJAH-UL-MULUK INVADES 
KASHMIR 

Shujali-ul-Mul~ik was given a royal 
trciItmcnt by Raja ~oliamn,ecl  Teg Singh. 
The British Agcnt at Ludhiana wrote a 
few letters to tlie Raja inipressi~ig upon 
him to proviclc all amenities to the f11- 

gilivc. As tinic passed on, bolli the Raja 
and [lie cxilc~cl King became friends. Path 
of them were pocts iii I'ersia~i and would 



often complete with each other in corn- consulted each other and decided to wait 
posing verses. At the instance of the Raja, for a few days in their tents. The sol- 
the exiled King was married to a Kish- diers collected wood from the forests 
tawari lady whose name is given as Sakri and set it on fire to warm up their tents. 
or Sugar. She was herself educated and They also caught hold of goat and sheep 
cultured. In her company, Shujah-ul- and ate roasted meat. The slrow fell 
Muluk forgot all his misfortunes. contineously for four days and four 

nights. On the fifth day, soldiers com- 
Despited having suffered many ups plained of diarrhea and cold. By the sixth 

and downs in life, Shujah-ul-Muluk had day, several soldiers had died. Raja 
not forgotten that he had been a King Mohammed Teg Singh advised to fol- 
of a vast country. His heart burned with low the policy of "do and die" but 
a wish to conquer a territory and then Shujah-ul-Muluk decicled to retreat, 
rule over the subjects. Tlre Valley of Ka- saying that time was against him. Dur- 
shmir lay adjacent to Kishtawar and he ing their retreat many soldiers scum- 
felt sure of his success there. In order bed to frost-bite and many fell down 
to pave his way, Ire deputed his emis- from the rocks. It was with much diffi- 
saries to the courtiers of Mohammed culty that both the Raja and Shujah-ul- 
Azin~ Khan, who happened to be the hluluk returned to Kishtawar after hav- 
Afghan Subehddr of Kashmir a t  that ing suffered a great loss in men and 
time. At the same time, he ilrlplored his money. Raja Mohammed Teg Singh 
host, the Raja of Kishtawar, to help hi111 made no complaints about this foolish 
in organising this invasion of Kashmir. venture but Shujah-ul-Muluk became 
The Raja, not only collected mercenar- gloomy. 
ies from neighbouring lands but also 
agreed to personally lead his own forces In the mean while Maharaja Ranjit 
against Mohammed Azim Khan. Thus, Singh sent his emissaries to Raja 
he spent much money from his treas- Mohammed Teg Singh asking him to 
ury and did not ask for a single pie hand over Shujah-ul-Muluk to him. The 
from Shujah-ul-Muluk. Raja exhibitecl great moral courage in 

refusing the request of Ranjit Singh. He 
The Subehdar of Kashmir heard about a'lvised Shujah-111-Muluk to save his 

the impending i~~vasion  iron^ Kishta\var. person by seeking the protection of a 
He niacle all arrangements to face the powerful host. Both Mohammed Azinr 
invaclers and kept himself ready along Khan and Ranjit Sing11 Wcre making 
with his forces on the Pir Panchal liange. plans for an invasion on Kishtawar. 
The time was not ripe for an invasion llence, the Raja provided cscort to 
of the valley because the winter season Shujalr-111-Muluk and his retinue to reach 
had set in and some little snow had fallen sooroo. I t  was given out that the royal 
on the passes. As soon as the Kislrta- guest has gone for hunting expedition. 
wari forces crossed the S inghp~~r  pass, Shujah-ul-Muluk reachecl Ludlriynnn in 
there occured a heavy snowfalll. Sl~ujah- 1816 A.[). After a long odyssey via 
ul-Muluk ancl Mohammecl Teg Sing11 Zanaskar and Kangra. When this news 



reached Maharaja Ranjit Singh, he 
imposed a fine of eighty thousand rupees 
on the Raja of Kangra for not having 
arrested Shujah-ul-Muluk. He also 
instructed Raja Culab Singh of Jammu 
to take necessary measures for the 
annexation of Kishtawar. 

CONSPIRACIES AGAINST 
KISHTAWAR 

Kishtawar became exposed to exter- 
nal invasions both from the Sikhs and 
the Afghans. Its ruler had defied the 
wished of Maharaja Ranjit Singh of the 
Punjab by refusing to hand over the royal 
prisoner to him. The Afghan Subehdar 
of Kashmir and the King at Kabul be- 
came his enemies, for he has supported 
an attack on Kashmir. lnside Kishtawar, 
the situation became worse for Moham- 
med Teg Singh Saif Ullah Khan. His 
courtiers divided themselves into vari- 
ous factions for their personal ends. Some 
of the conspirators met and decided to 
remove the Chief Minister, Lakhpat 
Padiyar from the scene. In the mean 
while, there occured a few revolts and 
invasions in the state. Jaloo Rai raised 
the banner of rebellion in Taing Batal 
and created much disorder in the west- 
ern regions. The Raja deputed Mirza Beg 
to deal with this rebel, who was killed 
and thus the rebellion came to an end. 
Though the Raja heaved a Sigh of relief 
for sometime. He had to face a much 
cleverer enemy and i t  Culab Singh of 
Jammu. 

CONQUEST OF KASHMIR 

Afghan Subehdars committed inconceiv- 
able brutalities in Kashmir and op- 
pressed the people irrespective of reli- 
gion. They extracted riches from the 
Hlndus, which were rich and the Mus- 
lims, who were mainly tillers of lands. 
The plight of the Kshmiris became in- 
tolerable due to the acts of moral turpi- 
tude of the Afghan soldiers. Motivated 
by massive greed they plundered the 
rich and the poor alike; under such cir- 
cumstances, Pandit Birbal conspired to 
bring about Kashmir under the subju- 
gation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh of the 
Punjab. Accordingly, a huge force con- 
sisting of 30,000 soldiers attacked Ka- 
shmir, and drive out the Afghan merce- 
naries and thus Kashmir became a part 
of the Sikh kingdom of the Punjab in 
1819. This conquest of Kashmir .paved 
the way for the conquest of Kishtawar. 

After Maharaja Ranjit Singh had ear- 
lier intried to conquer Kashmir earlier 
also in 1814 but all his soldiers were 
killed by the forces of Mohammed Azim 
Khan. After enquiry, it transpired that 
the Pandits had engineered this inva- 
sion of Kashmir. As such, the Subehdar 
become extreamly any and revengeful 
towards the conspirators. First, he mur- 
dered Dewan Hira Dass, who was leader 
of the conspirators. Then he killed each 
and every Pandit or Muslim who de- 
tested his rule. He inflicted untold misir- 
ies on the Pandits and even imposed 
jazia on them. Those Muslims, who had 
taken the side of the Pandits were also 
taken to task. Their posts were snatched 
and their jagirs were confiscated. The 

The Afghan period in the history of nature brought havoc to Kashmir in the 
Kashmir is known as an era of devasta- shape of famine and draught.The whole 
tion, imisery and maladministration. The country was laid waste and many people 



died of starvation. 

The Subehdar received reports about 
the involvement of Pandit Bir Dhar in 
the earlier invasion of the Sikhs. He 
learnt that revenue kardar of his admini- 
stration was in league with Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. He placed a contingent of 
soldiers to surround this liouse of the 
Kardar with the aim of harrasing him . 
Pandit Bir Dhar reacted by hiding his 
family in the house of a Muslim, Qadws 
Gojwari and fleeing away to jammu. He 
met Gulab Singh and told him about 
the affairs in Kashmir. Gulab Singh gave 
him an introductory letter for his brother, 
Dhiyan Singh, the wazir-i-azam of the 
Sikh kingdom. At Lahore, Pandit Bir 
Dharmet Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
implored him to attack Kashmir. The 
Maharaja who was eager for such an 
opportunity told him to wait, for he was 
afraid of Mohammed Azim Khan due 
to a previous experience. But soon af- 
ter, in 1819, the Maharaja received in- 
formation that Mohammed Azim Khan 
had left for Kabul, placing administra- 
tion of Kashmir in the hands of his 
brother, Jabbar Khan. He ordred organi- 
sing of a large army for the conquest of 
Kashmir. He selected one of his ablest 
generals, Mirs Dewan Chand to super- 
vise military operations. For assistance, 
he provided him with the services of 
Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu, Hari Sing11 
Nalwa, Jawala Singh Padania, Hukhma 
Singh and others. The Maharaja even 
deputed his son, Kharak Singh along 
with this army which was fully equipped 
and armed. Before crossing the Kashmir 
frontiers, the army was divided into two 
divisions. The defence forces met them 
at the outskirts of Shupiyan. In the battle, 

Jabbar Khan received a wound, which 
disheartened him and he fled away from 
the battlefield. Seeing their commander 
leaving the ground, the Pathan soldiers 
also fled away. The advancing Sikh 
forces chased them and killed them one 
by one. They devastated each and ev- 
ery house, where a Pathan soldier had 
stayed. While proceeding towards the 
capital city of Srinagar, the invading 
troops destroyed whatever came in their 
way. Thus, the Valley of Kashmir be- 
came a part of the Sikh Kingdom of the 
Punjab in 1819. 

END OF INDEPENDENT 
KISHTAWAR 

The enemity of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
of Punjab towards Kishtawar dates back 
to the arrival of Shujah-ul-Muluk in this 
states. Despite his warning, Raja Mo- 
hammed Teg Singh had not surrendered 
the royal fugitive to him. Now, when 
he had conquered Kashmir, his grip on 
Kishtawar became firm. It was now a 
matter of time to make and end to the 
independence of Kishtawar. The Ma- 
haraja had to first, consolidate his posi- 
tion in Kashmir and this took him two 
years.When he became free from this 
task, he diverted his attention towards 
Kishtawar. 1t was Culab Singh of Jammu, 
who had earlier presented Pandit Bir 
Dhar in the Maharaja's court, which had 
lead to the annexation of Kashmir. It 
was Gulab Singh who had successfully, 
fought and brought Jammu, Riasi and 
Rajori under the thumb of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. He was the most trusted 
and clever military commander under 
the Maharaja. Hence, in 1821 A.D. Or- 
ders were issued to him to capture Raja 



Mohammed Teg Singh and his state. 
Gulab Singh- was a proved master in 
deceipt and diplomacy. Before embark- 
ing on any venture, he had to take all 
issues into consideration. His spies in- 
formed him about the rift among the 
courtiers of Kishtawar. At the same time, 
it transpired that i t  would become easy 
to annex Kishtawar, if Laklipat Rai is 
removed from the scene. I t  has been 
stated earlier that Lakhpat Rai happened 
to be the most capable wazir under the 
Raja, who controlled administration in 
Kishtawar. Two courtiers, who exercised 
much influence on the Raja, were, Ah- 
mad Shah and Hakim Jameel Shah. The 
first was a sworn enemy of Lakhpat Rai 
and would speak against him. The sec- 
ond was a clever man, who administered 
drugs in the drink and food of t11e Raja 
with the intention of impairing his brain. 
Gulab Singh wrote a letter to Lakhpat 
Rai, praising his services in the past. 
The letter also informed him that he will 
receive reward for his loyalty. This let- 
ter was made to fall in the hands of 
Mohammed Teg Singh. The net result 
was that the Raja became convincerl that 
Lakhpat Rai was disloyal to him and 
had been purchased by his enemies. 

After this incident, the relations be- 
tween the Raja and his wazir became 
strained. Allmad Shah and Hakim Jameel 
Shah advised the Raja to elin~inale the 
wazir. The next day, an attempt was 
made on the life of Lakhpat Rai in the 
court and he received sever wounds. His 
relatives took him for nursing to their 
house in Hariyal. After some time, when 
his wounds had healed to some extent, 
Lakhpat Rai fled away along with his 
family to Badrawar. From that place, he 

went, to Jammu and presented himself 
before Gulab Singh. Thus it was Lakhpat 
Rai who became a guiding agent for the 
conquest of Kishtawar. 

After making ample preparations, 
Gulab Singh advanced the conquest of 
Kishtawar. The Raja of Chinene provided 
a safe route through his state for this 
invasion. When Raja Mohammed Teg 
Singh heard about this invasion, he con- 
sulted his courtiers. His intention was 
to send his fanlily to a safer place in the 
mountains and fight against the invader. 
The people were also ready to fight but 
there was a rift among the courtiers. I t  
appears that most of them stood already 
purchased by Gulab Singh. In the mean 
while a letter came to the Raja from 
Gulab Singh, informing him that "Ma- 
haraja Ranjit Singh has no intention to 
annex your state but you must present 
yourself before the Maharaja." Gulab 
Sing11 took an oath on "Granth and 
Ganga-jal", saying that the Raja could 
keep his son at Kishtawar as his succes- 
sor. This ruse induced the Raja to ac- 
cept the invitation of Gulab Singh. Hav- 
ing nominated Jaimal Singh as heir ap- 
parent, he proceeded to the camp of 
Gulab Singh. Raja Mohammed Teg Singh 
was taken to Jammu as a royal prisoner. 
At Jammu, he was told to ask his son to 
present himself before Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh. Both the Raja and his son pre- 
sented themselves before Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh at Sujanpur.ln this way, Raja 
Mohammed Teg Singh surrendered his 
state to Gulab Singh. When the Royal 
prisoners were presented before Ma- 
haraja Ranjit Singh, he retorted wilh 
anger: 

"You have disobeyed us surrend- 



ing Shujah-ul-Muluk to others. Had 
you followed orders, your relations 
with us could be friendly. We could 
have given you a bigger jagir than 
Kishtawar in Punjab. You have reaped 
the fruit of those seeds which you 
have sown." 

After this, Raja Mohammed Teg Singh 
was ordered to proceed to Lahore and 
live under house arrest near the fort. 

For his loyal services to the kingdom 
of the Punjab, Gulab Singh was granted 
the administration of the Chakla of 
Jammu with the title of the Raja. I t  goes 
to his credit that he rose to the position 
of a feudatory of the Khalsa Kingdom 
by his devotion, hard work and clever- 
ness. It would be seen that Kishtawar 
became a stepping stone for Culab Singh 
for obtaining even higher status. A time 
came when as a reward for his loyal 
services to the British, Kashmir was sold 
to him and he became the Maharaja of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

EPITAPH 

Among all the rulers who ascended 
the throne of Kishtawar, Raja Moham- 
med Teg Singh Saifullah Khan has been 
the greatest. He was a Raja of a small 
state but could rub shoulders with other 
big rulers of the age, such as, Timur 
Shah Surrani, Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
Shujah-ul-Muluk. His only ambition was 
to make known the tiny State of Kishta- 
war among all kingdoms and states. 

ing and would remain in the company 
of the scholars for days together. He was 
a poet who could compose verses in 
Persian, Urdu, Hindi and Kishtawar. He 
was a patron of music, dancing and fine 
arts. He was a lover of nature and found 
much joy among forests, flowers and 
springs. 

For his subjects, he could be termed 
as a benevolent monarch, who took much 
interest in the development of Kishta- 
war. He was a just ruler who abolished 
rnsurns and taxes. He wanted to provide 
good administration to his people and 
for this purpose patronised able wazirs 
like, Lakhpat Rai, Gulla Bhoncha, Balli 
Ram, and Jatto Coora. In order to pro- 
vide moral education to his subjects, the 
Raja stoped prostitution and sale of 
women in his state. In his outlook, he 
was liberal, tolerant and secular. He was 
a brave soldier and participated in many 
compaigns. All these qualities, secure 
for him a claim to be the greatest Raja, 
which Kishtawar had during its inde- 
pendent existence. 

Raja Mohammed Teg Singh Saifullah 
Khan loved his people and his state. 
Before his surrender to Gulab Singh, to 
obtained pardon of his subjects for his 
acts of ommission and commission and 
even attempted to place his turban on 
the feet of his servants. And, when 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh broke his prom- 
ise and did not allow him to resume 
rulership of Kishtawar, the Raja com- 
mitted suicide. He was burried at 

Raja Mohammed Teg Singh Saifullah 
Lahore in the compound of the Dargah 
of Hazrat Sah Abu-al-Muali. We pro- 

Khan was faithful to his friends and cruel 
pose the following epitaph for his grave: 

to his enemies. He took interest in learn- 



RAJA MOHAMMED TEG SlNGH 
SAIFULLAH KHAN HELIVED 
A N D  DIED FOR KISHTAWAR 

EPILOGUE 

Kishtawar lost its independent exis- 
tence in 1820 and its Raja died after four 
years captivity in Lahore. Raja Mohain- 
med Teg Singh was survived by three 
sons and three daughters, from his three 
wives. After their father's death, the two 
elder brothers were kept under the 
charge of Sher Singh. They received 
education as well as training in horse- 
riding and swordmanship. Once, when 
they were presented by Dewan Mirs 
Chand before the Maharaja, he remarked 
that I will fulfil the pron~ise made with 
the late Raja and send his sons to Kish- 
tawar. Raja Dhiyan Singl~, who was the 
Chief Wazir of the Maharaja at that time, 
became apprehensive of these young 
lads. Kishtawar, Jammu and other re- 
gions were under the control of his 
brother Raja Gulab Singh. As such, he 
never wished reinstatement of Jameel 
Singh to his father's state. In order to 
protect his brother's interests, Raja 
Dhiyan Sing11 ordered both these young 
lads to proceed to Jammu and remain 
under the protection of Gulab Singh. 
Hearing this, both Jameel Singh and 
Zorawar Singh went to Sardar Desa 
Singh for advice and he also told them 
to obey orders. Khalifa Noor-ud-din, 
who happened to be there told them 
that Raja Dhiyan Singh being very pow- 
erful will harm them if they fail to com- 
ply with his orders. 

In order to save their lives, both the 
brothers fled away in disguise towards 
Ludhiana to seek protection under the 

British. They met Shujah-ul-Muluk who 
was still under the portection of the Brit- 
ish. He treated them as his guests and 
gave them some money. They also met 
the British Resident, Capt,. Wade, who 
told them to wait. 

In the mean while, the British had 
permitted Suhjah-ul-Muluk to proceed 
to Kabul for the purpose of regaining 
his kingdom. He .was also assisted with 
some military aid. Both, Jameel Singh 
and Dilawar Singh, reached the fort of 
Bala Hissar to remain in attendence of 
the ex-king. Raja Jameel Singh was 
placed as commander of one hundred 
horsemen. He showed his valour in an 
encounter with the rebels when he saved 
the life of Maharaja Stuart. On the day, 
the British forces moved towards Jal- 
alabad, Raja Jameel Singh could not pro- 
ceed with them and had to remain in 
the fort. Shujah-ul-Muluk could not suc- 
ceed in crushing his opponents and was 
killed by his own kith and kin. 

After an attack by the Afghans on 
the fort of Bala Hissar, the British 
Indian forces had to flee away. Raja 
Jameel Singh reached Ferozepur. I t  was 
a time when chaos and  Trumiol 
prevailed in the Punjab. The downfall 
of the Sikh Kingdom started with the 
death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, in 1839. 
Maharaja Kharak Singh the next ruler 
died after an year. When Sher Sing11 took 
over as the Maharaja in 1840, the 
courtiers and provincial Subehdars had 
divided then1 selves into various camps. 
Another calamity fell on the Kingdom 
when the Sikh soldiers rebelled and 
assumed independent posture. I t  
resorted to loot people and killing of 



the courtiers. Maharaja Sher Singh was 
killed by a mililary commander in 1842 
and Maharaja Daleep Singh was placed 
on the throne with the help Raja Hira 
Singh, who assumed the position of Chief 
Minister. The Sikh soldiers even did not 
spa re  Hira Singh w h o  was also 
murdered. Due to the collapse of the 
central authority, the Sikh kingdom was 
throne into confusion and turmoil. 

It was at this juncture that Raja Jameel 
Singh made an attempt to reach Kisl~ta- 
war and regain his ancestral throne. He 
had met the British agent at 1.udhiana 
and Ambala and sought their advice. 
In disguise, he visited Sukeet and Mandi 
and from that place went to Chamba. 
When he reached Badrawah, he obtained 
the services of a companion. After cross- 
ing the river Chenab, they reached Doda. 
Jameel Singh lived like a mendicant and 
the man with him worked as a spy and 
obtain information. Some days had 
passed when, Jameel Singh was re- 
congnised by Yosuf Khan, who had been 
his servant at Ludhiana. For the sake of 
getting some sort of material gain, Yo- 
suf Khan disclosed the identity of Jameel 
Singh to the Dewan Sarabdayal. This 
disclosure resulted in his arrest. Raja 
Gulab Singh deputed a contingent of 
soldiers to Doda, which took Raja Jameel 
Singh to Riasi and then to Jammu for 
presentation before Raja Gulab Singh. 
In the mean while Raja Hira Singh was 
killed at Lahore and Raja Gulab Singh 
had to go  to Lahore. Raja Jameel Singh 
was interned in the Bahu fort, Jammu. 

REBELLION I N  KISHTAWAR 

After its annexation by Raja Gulab 
Singh of Jammu, Kishtawar was placed 

under the control of a military com- 
mander, Mian Chain Singh. For assis- 
tance in civil administration, lie was 
assisted by Laloo Shah. Both of them 
were ruthless and treated the people no  
better than animals. Mian Chain Singh 
wanted to teach a lesson to the Kishta- 
waris. All jagirs were confiscated and 
bestowed on those who offered their 
loyalty to the new rulers. The villagers 
were taxed heavily and begar or  forced 
labour became the fashion. In order to 
insult the conquered region, Mian Chain 
Singh started the practice of deporting 
young girls of Kishtawar to Jammu. His 
soldiers indulged in loot arson and rape. 
This cruel acts of the Dogra governor 
created a wave of resentment among the 
people. In the mean while Dilawar Singh 
reached Doda and incited the people 
against the foreign yoke. Yosuf Khan, 
who had received no jagir from Raja 
Gulab Singh, also joined the fray. Last 
of all, the landlord of Kastigarh whose 
name was Bikram raised the banner of 
rebellion against the Dogras. He collected 
a band of mercenaries and started set- 
ting fire to habitations. In order to su- 
press this rebellion, a big force under 
Lakhpat Rai reached Kishtawar. Another 
contingent of soliders arrived from La- 
hore under the command of Zorawar. 
While the rebels fought with swords, 
the Dogra soldiers were equipped with 
guns and cannon. They succeeded in 
crushing the rebellion with a strong 
hand. Dilawar Singh fled away towards 
Kangai. Yosuf Khan was killed at  Jammu. 

SALE 01: KASHMIR 

Events, not only in India,but also in 
Europe towards the closer of the 18th 
century largly shaped the policy of the 



British in India. They took effective 
measures to safeguard the Indian em- 
pire from the designs of Russia. I t  was 
ringed with dependent states like Siam, 
Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal, Tibet and Af- 
ghanistan. As Kashmir occupied a stra- 
tegic position, it was sold to Raja Gulab 
Singh of Jammu as a reward for his loyal 
services to the British in the difficult 
task of liquidating the Sikh Kingdom of 
the Punjab. The Kashmiris rose against 
this inhuman act of the British and 
fought against the Dogra forces, which 
were sent to occupy the land. Lakhpat 
Rai, the most capable military Com- 
mander of Raja Gulab Singh was killed 
in action by the Kashmiris. The British 
who were in hot haste to install their 
progency in Kashmir, deputed about 
fourteen regiments of the British Indian 
army for subjugation of Kshmir. While 
the over all command remained in the 
hands of Col. Lawrence, other British 
officers were attached with him for as- 
sistance. Thus Raja Gulab Singh accom- 
panied by Col. Lawrence reached 
Srinagar in November, 1846. 

I t  so happened that Capt. Brind and Maj. 
Nicholson, who has been ordered to 
move their regiments into Kashmir, 
reached Riasi and learnt about the royal 
prisoner. Accordingly, it were they who 
infromed Col. Lawrence about the plight 
of Jameel Singh. He was set free and 
brought to Lahore. For his maintenance, 
the British Government granted a jagir 
amounting to 3000 rupees in his favour. 
Zorawar Singh and Dilawar Singh also 
got political pensions from the British. 
In 1859, Jameel thought of going to 
Shimla and wait upon the Governor 
General. But, as misfortune would have 
it, fell ill and got no opportunity to pres- 
ent his case for reconsideration. Our 
chronicler closes his account in 1864 with 
the explanation: 

"At present, we live from hand to 
mouth. Our pensions are meagre but 
the expenditure is heavy. The net re- 
sult is that we have become indebted, 
very heavily. Our condition is most 
miserable among all the Rajas, who 
receive pension from the British." 

Raja Jamel Singh had been kept in It is probable that Raja Jameel Singh 
the Riasi fort by Maharaja Gulab Singh. passed away in 1864 at Lahore. 
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